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CHAP, xxxin. 

t)eath of Honoritis. — Valentinian III. Emperor of the 
Eajl. — Adminijiration of his Mother Placidia.-^ 
JEtius and Boniface. — Cmquejt of Africa by the 
Vandals. 

DURING a long and difgraceful reign chap. 
of twenty-eight years, Honorius, emperor .^^"^ 
of the Weft, was feparated from the friendfliip Laftyear* 
of his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, of Hotw- 
who reigned over the Eaft ; and Conftantinople ^"'^ 
beheld, with apparent indifference and fecret joy, Aug.'*?.* 
the calamities of Rome. The ftrange adventures 
of Placidia * gradually renewed, and cemented, 
the alliance of the two empires. The slaughter 

; Set vol. V. p. 331— 355» 

Vol. VI. B of 


2 THE DECLINE AND FAIL 

^x"xtu^' of the great Theodofius had been the captive, 
and the queen, of the Goths ; fhe loft an affec* 
tionate hiffband ; (h^ was dragged in chains by 
his ' ihfulting affaffin ; Ihe tafted the pleafure of 
revenge/ and was exchanged, in the treaty of 
peace, ' for fix hundred thoufand raeafures of 
wheat. After her return from Spain to Italy, 
Piacidia experienced a new perfecution in the 
bofom of her family. She was averfe to a mar- 
riage, * which had been ftipulated without her 
confent; and the brave Conftantius, as a noble 
reward for the tyrants whom he had vanquifhed, 
received, from the hand of Honorius himfelf, 
the ftruggling and reluSant hand of the widow 
of Adolphus. But her refiftance ended with the 
ceremony of the nuptials ; nor did Piacidia refufe 
to become the mother of Jlonoria and Valentinian 
the third, or to afTume and exercife an abfolute 
dominion over the mind of her grateful hufband. 
The generous foldier, whofe time had hitherto 
been divided between focial pleafure and military 
fervice, was taught new lefTons of avarice and 
ambition : he extorted the title of Auguftus ; and 
the fervant of Honorius was aifociated to the 
empire of the Weft. The death of Conftantius, 
in the feventh month of his reign, inftead of 
dlmini(hing, feemed to increafe, the power of 
Piacidia; and the indecent familiarity* of her 

brother, 

* T« cnutx^ xwm rofAOf ^'ni*»T», is the expreflionof QlympiodorM 
(apud Ffaotiuniy p. 197.}$ ^o fUtans, perhaps, to defcribe the 
tot carefles whkh Mahomet bellowed on bis tUmghttr Phatemah. 
^a&do (iayt the prophet hlnreif }, quando fubit inihi defiderium • 
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brother, which might be no more than the fymp- c h a p. 
toms of a childifh aifedion, were umverfally 
attributed to inceftuous love* On a fudden, by 
fome bafe intrigues of a ftpward and a nurfe, this 
exceffive fondnefs was converted into an irrecon« 
cileable quarrel : the debates of the emperor and 
his fifter were not long confined within the walls 
of the palace ; and as the Gothic foldiers adhered 
to their queen, the city of Ravenna was agitated 
with bloody and dangerous tumults, which could 
only be appeafed by the forced or voluntary re- 
treat of Placidia and her children. The royal 
exiles landed at Conftantinople, foon after the 
marriage of Theodofius, during the feftlval of 
the Perfian viftories. They were treated with 
kindnefs and magnificence ; but as the (ktues of 
the emperor Conftantius had been rejefted by the 
Eaftern court, the title of Augufta could not de- 
cently be allowed to his widow. Within a few 
months after the arrival of Placidia, a fwift mef- 
fenger announced the death of Honorius, the 
confequence of a dropfy ; but the important fecret 
was not divulged, till the neceffary orders had 
been difpatched for the m^Tch of a large body of 
troops to the fea-coaft of Dalmatia. The (hops 
and the gates -of Conftantinople remained fhut 
during feven days; and the lols of a foreign 
prince, who could neither be efteemed nor re- 

Paradifi, ofculor earn, et ingero linguatn meam in os ejus. But this 
fcDfual indulgence was juftlfied by miracle and myftery; and the 
anecdote has been communicated to the public by the Reverend 
Father Maracci, in kit Vcrfion and Confutation of the Koran, 
torn* !• p* 32* ' 
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gretted, was celebrated with loud &nd affected 

demonflrations of the public grief. 
Elevation While the minifters of Conftantinople delibe- 
ami fall of j-^^ej i\^q vacaHt throuc of Honorius was ufurped 

the uiuiper ' ^ ^ *^ 

John, by the ambition of a ftranger. The name of the 

4»3--4»s- ^^^^ ^^^ J^^^ • ^^ fi^^^^ ^^® confidential office 
of Primiceriusj or principal fecretary ; and hiftory 
has attributed to his charafter more virtues, than 
can eafily be reconciled with the violation of the 
moft facred duty. Elated by the fubmiffion of 
Italy, and the hope of an alliance with the Huns, 
John prefumed to infult, by an embaffy, the 
majefty of the Eaftern emperor ; but when he 
.ui)derfl:ood that his agents had been baniibed, 
imprifoned, and at length chaced away with de- 
ferved ignominy, John prepared to affert, by 
arms, thq injuftice of his claims. In fuch a 
caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodofius 
i(hould have marched in perfbn : but the young 
emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians> 
from fo ra(h and , hazardous a defign ; and the 
condud of the Italian expedition was prudently 
entrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who 
had already fignah'zed their valour againft the 
Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius fhould 
embark with the infantry; whilfl: Afpaf, at the 
head of the cavalry, conduced Pl^cidia, and her 
fon Valentinian, along the fea-coaft of the Ha- 
driatic. The march of the cavalry was performed 
with fuch aftive diligence, that they • Jurprifed> 
without refiftance, the important city of Aquileia ; 
when the hopes of Afpar were unexpeftedly con- 
founded 
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founded by the intelligence, that a ftof m had ^ " ^ p- ' 
difpcrfed the Imperial fleet ; and that his father, 
with only two gallies, was taken and carried a 
prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in- 
cident, unfortunate as it might feem, facilitated 
the conqueft of Italy. Ardaburius employed, 
cr abufed, the courteous freedom which he was 
permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops a 
fenfe of loyalty and gratitude; and, as foon as 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution, he invited, 
by private meffages, and prefled the approach of, 
Afpar. A Ihepherd, whom the popular credulity 
transformed into an angel, guided the Eaftern 
cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought,' an im- 
paffable road, through the morafles of the Po : 
the gates of Ravenna, after a fliort ftruggle, 
were thrown open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was 
delivered to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, 
of the conquerors. His right hand was firft cut 
off; and, after he had been expofed, mounted 
on an afs, to the public derifion, John was be- 
headed in the circus of Aquileia. The emperor 
Theodofius, when he received the news of the 
viflory, interrupted the horfe-races ; and finging, 
as he marched through the ftreets, a fuitable 
pfalm, conduced his people from the Hippodrome 
to the church, where he fpent the remainder of the 
day in grateful devotion '. 

3 For thefe revolutions of the We(}ern Empire, confult Olym. 
piodor. apiid Phot. p. 192, 19^. 196^ 197. 200. Sozomen, i. ix» 
c. j6, Socratesy 1. vii« 23, 24. Philoftorgius, 1. xii. c. 10, 11, and 
Godefroy, DiiTertat. p. 486. Procopius, de Beil. Vandal. 1. i. 
c. 3. p. 1S29 >83. Theophanes, in Cbropograph. p. 721 73, and. 
the Cbiunicies. 
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Valenti- 
nian III. 
emperor 
of the 
Weft, 
A. t). 

♦*3— 455* 


In a monarchy, which, according to various 
precedents, might be confidered as eleftive, or 
hereditary, or patrimonial, it was irapoffible that 
the intricate claims of female and collateral fuc- 
ceflion fhould be* clearly defined*; and Theo- 
dofius, by the right of confanguinity or con- 
quell, might have reigned the fole legitimate 
emperor of the Romans. For a moment, per- 
haps, bis eyes were dazzled by the profpeft of 
unbounded fway ; 'but his indolent temper gra- 
dually acquiefced in the didates of found policy. 
He contented himfelf with the pofleiTion of the 
Eafl^ and wifely relinquifhed the laborious talk 
of waging a diftant and doubtful war againfl: the 
Barbarians beyond the Alps ; or of fecuting the 
obedience of the Italians and Africans, whofe 
minds were alienated by the irreconcileable di£r 
ference of language and intereft* Inftead of 
liftening to the voice of ambition, Theodofius 
refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand- 
father, and to feat his coufm Valentinian • on the 
throne of the Weft, The royal infant was dif- 
tinguiflied at Conftantinople by the title of Nobi- 
liffimus : he was promoted, before his departure 
from Theflalonica, to the rank and dignity of 
Ca/ar; and, after the conqueft of Italy, the pa- 
trician Helion, by the authority of Theodofius, 
and in the prefence of the fenate, faluted Valen- 


4 See Grotiiis dc Jure Belli ct Pads, 1. ii. c. 7. He has labori. 
onfly, but vainly, attempted to form a reafonable fyftem of jurif- 
prudence, from the vaHous'and difcordant modes of royal fuccef- 
iion, which have been introduced by fraud or force^ by time oc 
accident* 
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tmUsi the third by the name of Auguftus, and chap. 
.folemnly invefted him with the diadem, and the 
Ia3|>erial purple '. By the agneement of the three 
females who governed the Roman world, the fon 
of Flacidia was betrothed to Eudoxia, the daugh* 
ter of Theoddiius and Athenais ; and, as foon sis 
the lover and his bride had attained the age of 
puberty, this honourable alliance was faithfully 
accomplilhied. At the fame time, as a compen* 
iation, perhaps, for the expences of the war, the 
Weftern. Illyricum was detached from the Italian 
dominions, and yielded to the throne of Con<> 
ftantinople **. The emperor of the Eaft acquired 
the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime 
province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous fove* 
reignty of Pannonia and Noricum, which had 
been jSlled and ravaged above twenty years, by a 
promifcuous crowd of Huns, Oftrogoths, Van* 
dais, and Bavarians. Theodofms and ValentiniaOw 
continued to refpeQ: the obligations of their pub- 
lic and doi^eftic alliance ; but the unity of the 
Roman government was finally diifolved. By a 
pofitive declaration, the validity of all future 
laws was limited to the dominions of their pecu- 
liar author; unlefs he fhould think proper to 
communicate them, fubfcribed with his own 

* The original writers arc not agreed (fee Muratori, Annali 
d^Italia, torn. iv. p. 139.) whether Valentinian received the Impe- 
ria] diadem at Rome or Ravenna. In this uncertainty, I am willing 
to believe, that fome refpe^l was (hewn to tlie fenate. 

^ The Count de Buat (Hift. des Peiiples c?e TKurope, torn. vii. 
p. ft9«— 300.) has eftabliihed the reality, explained the motives^ and 
traced the coofequences of this remarkable cefTion* 

^'- . B 4 hand. 
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xJScm^' hand, for the approbation of his independent 

<>— " w ^ colleague ^ 

Admini- Vakntinian, when he received the title of Au* 

birmother S^'^'^^s* ^as no moic than fix years of" age : and 

Piacidia, his long minority was entrufted to the guardian 

425-I.450, ^^^ of ^ mother, who might aflert a female 

claim to the fucceffion of the Weftern empire. 

Placidia ^vied, but fhe could not equal, the 

' reputation and virtues of the wife and filler of 

Theodofius; the elegant genius of Eudocia, the 

wife and fuccefsful policy of Pulcheria. The 

mother of Valentinian was jealous of the powei^ 

which ihe was incapable of exercifing': fhe 

reigned twenty-five years, in the name of her fon ; 

and the charafter of that unworthy emperor grat 

dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Placidia 

had enervated his youth by a diflblute ^ucation, 

and ftudioufly diverted his attention from every 

Her two ' manly and honourable purfuit. Amidfl: the de«* 

^"tfus^and ^^y of niilitary fpirit, her armies were commanded 

ib on if ace. 

7 See the firfl Nwel of Theododun, by v^hich he ratifies and com* 
ipunicates (A. 0.438.) the Theodotian Code. About fprty years 
before that tine, the unity of legiflation had been proved by an ex«> 
ception. The Jt^ws, who were numerous in the cities of Apulia 
and Calabria, produced a law of the £ail to juflify their exemptioii 
from municipal offices (Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. viii« Ug. 13.) 9 ^nd 
the Wcdern emperor was obliged to invalidate, by a fpecial edifl, 
the laW| quam conftat meis partibus e(le damaofam. Cod. The^d* 
). xi. tit. i. leg. 158. 

' Cailiodorius (Varlor. I. xi. eplft. i. p< 238.) has compare^ the 
regencies of Placidia and Amalafuntha. He arraigns t{]e weaknefs 
ot the mother of Valentinian, and praifes the virtues of his ro^al 
miilrefs. On this occafion^ flattery feems to have fpoken the language 
pf truth. 

by. 
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lay two generals, ^tius • and Boniface***, who c h a p. 
may be defervedly named as the laft of the 
JR.omans. Their union might have fupported a 
linking empire; their difcord was the fatal and 
immediate caufe of the lofs of Africa. The in- 
vafion and* defeat of Attila have immortalized the 
fame of iEtius ; and though time has \hrown a 
ibade over the exploits of his rival, the defence 
of Marfcelles, and the deliverance ,of Africa^ 
atteft the military talents of Count Boniface. In 
the field of battle, in partial encounters, in fmgle 
combats, he was flill the terror of the Bar« 
barians : the clergy, and particularly his' friend 
Auguftin, were edified by the, Chriftian piety, 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world ; the people applauded his fpotlefs. integrity; 
the army dreaded his equal and inexorable juftice^ 
which may be difplayed in a very Angular ex- 
ample. A peafant, who complained of the cri- 
minal intimacy. between his wife and a Gothic fol- 
dier, was direfted to attend his tribunal the follow- 
ipg day : in the evening the count, who had dili- 

9 PhiloflorgiuSy I. xii. c. 12. and Godefroy^s DliTertat. p. 493« 
&c. ; and Renatus Frigcridus, 9ptid Gregor. Tiiron. 1. ii. c. S. 
hi torn. ii. p. 163. The father of ^tius was Gaudentius, an iliuf- 
trious citizen of the province of Scythia, and mafter- general of the 
cavalry: his q^other was a rich and noble Italian. From his ear- 
lied youth, ^tiuSj as a foldier and a hoflagey had conveifed with 
the Barbarians. \ 

'o For the charafler of Boniface, fee Olyropiodorus, apud Phot. 
p. 196. i and St. Auguftin. apud Tillemonr, Memoires £ccle(t 
torn. xiii. p. 7i«— 715. 886. The bifliop of Hippo at length de- 
plored, the fall of his friend^ who, after a folemn vow of cfaaftity, 
had married a fecond wife of the Aiian fe6V, and who was fufpe^td 
pf keeping feveral concubines in his houfe. 

gently 
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CHAP, gently informed himfclf of the time and plate of 

XXXJII* • • • 

the aiGgnation, mounted hU horfe, rode ten miles 
into the country, furprifed the guilty couple, 
punifhed the foldier with inftant death, and 
iUenced the complaints' of the hufband, by pre- 
fcnting him, the next morning, with the head of 
the adulterer: The abilities of j£tius and Boni* 
face might have been ufefully employed againft 
the public enemies, in feparate and important 
commands ; but the experience of their pad con- 
dud ibould hav^ decided the real favour and con* 
fidence of the emprefs Placidia. In the melan« 
choly feafon of her exile and diftrefs, Boniface 
alone had maintained her caufe with unfliaken 
fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of Africa 
had eflentially contributed to extinguifli the 
rebellion. The fame rebellion had been Sup- 
ported by the. zeal and aftivity of -^tius, who 
brought an army of fixty thoufand Huns from the 
Danube to the confines of Italy, for the fervice 
of the ufurper. The untimely death of John 
compelled him to accept an advantageous treaty y 
but he ftill continued, the fubjeft and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a 
treafonable, correfpond^nce with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafsd by liberal 
gifts, and more liberal promifes. But .£tius 
poiTefled an advantage of fingiilar moment in 
a female reign: he was prefent: he befieged, 
with artful and affiduous fiatjtery, the palace of 
Ravenna; difguifed his dark defigns with the 
mafk of loyalty and friendfliip; and at* lengthy 

lo deceived 
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deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival, chap. 

XXXIII 

by a fubtle xonfpiracy, which a weak* woman, , -^^ 
and a brave man, could not eafily furpeft. He Error and 
fecretly perfuaded" Placidia to recal Boniface '^l^^ 
from the government of Africa ; he .fecretly ad- in Africa, 
vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons: ^•^•**> 
to the one, * he reprefented the other as a fentence 
of death ; to the other, he dated the refufal as a 
lignal of revolt ; and when the credulous and un« 
fufpeflful count had armed the province in his 
defence, .Xtius applauded his fagacity in fore- 
feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate enquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reftored . a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic ; but 
the arts of iEtius (lill continued to betray and 
to inflame, and the count was urged, by per- 
fecution, to embrace the moft defperate counfels. 
The fuccefs with which he eluded or re]pelled the 
firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence, 
that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri- 
cans, he ihould be able to withftand the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whofe 
military chara£ler it was impoflible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitation, the taft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic, king of the Vandals, with the pro- 

" Procoplus (de Bell. Vandal. K i. c. 3»4. p. i8i— t86.) relates 
the fraud of iEtius, the revolt of Bomface> and the loTs of Africa. 
This anecdote, which it fupported by fome collateral teftimony (fee 
Ruinarty Hift. Perfecut. Vandal, p. 4so» 411. )» ^^ems agreeable to 
the praflice of ancient and modern courts^ aud would be natuaaily 
fcvealed by the repentance of Sonifacet 

« pofal 
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CHAP, pofal of a ftrift sUfahce, and the offer of an advanta* 

XXXIII* 

v^..^.^-^ geous and perpetual fettlement.' / ^ * ' '■■ r 
He rnvitcs After thc. retreat) of the Goths, the authority of 
dah, Honorius had obtained a precarious eftabliftiment 

A.D.418. jjj Spain; except only in tlie province of Gal- 
licia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had for-, 
tified their camps, in mutual difcord, and hoftile 
independence. The Vandals prevailed ; and their 
adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian hills, 
between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach of 
Count Aftcrius compelled, or rather provoked, 
the viftorious Barbarians to remove the fcene of the 
war to the plains of Boetica. The rapid progrefs 
of the Vandals foon required a more effeftiial 
oppofition ; and the mafter-general Caftinus 
marched againft them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths. Vanquiihed in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with dilhonour to 
Tarragona; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefented as the punifliment, was mod: 
probably the effect, of his rafli prefumption '*. 
Seville and . Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the prey, of the ferocious conquerors ; and 
the veflels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to . the 
illes of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spanifli 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 

< 

•* See the Chronicles of Profper and Idatius. Salvian (de Guber- 
nat» Dtiy 1. vli. p. 246. Paris, 1608.) afcribes the vi6lory of the 
Vandals to their fupeiior piety. They fafted, they prayed, they ear- 
ned a Bible in the front of the Hoft, with the defign, perhaps, of rc- 
p(4jMhing the pertidy and facriiege of their enemies. 

expc. 
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experience of navigation, and perhaps the profpeft chap: 
of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to accept the _u ,-*lr 
invitation which they received from Count Boni- 
face; and the death of Gonderic ferved only to 
forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the 
room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior 
powers of the mind or body, they acquired his 
baftard brother, the terrible Genferic ** ; a name, Gcnfenc, 
which, in the dcftruaion of the Roman empire, v^jaU?"* 
has deferved an equal rank with the names of 
Alaric and Attila. . The . king of the Vandals is 
defcribed to have been of a middle ftature, with 
a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contrafted 
by an accidental fall from his horfe. His flow 
and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep 
purpofes of his foul : he difdained to imitate the 
luxury .of the variquiflied ; but he indulged the 
fterner paffions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with- 
out fcruples ; and the warrior could dexteroufly 
employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the 
allies who. might be ufeful to his fuccefs, or to 
fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and 
contention. Almoft in the moment of his depar- 
ture he was informed^ that Hermanric, king of 
the. Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanilh 

"J Giiericus (his name is varioufly cxprefTed) datura mediocrig 
ct equi cafu claudicans^ aniiro profundus^ fcitnone rarus, luxuriae 
cdntemptor, iia turbiJus hahendi, cupidus^ ad folicitandas gentes 
proVidentiQimuSy femina contemionum jacere, odia mifcere paratus* 
JornandeSy de Rebus Geticis» c. 33. p. 657. This portrait, which 
is drawn with fome fkill, and a {^rong likenefs, mud have^bcea 
copied from the Goibic hiftory of CailiodoriuSft 

,. I territories, . 
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territories, which he was fefolved to abandon. 
Impatient of the infult, Genferic purfued the 
hafty retreat of the Suevi as. hr as Merida; 
precipitated the king and his army into the river 
AnaSy and calmly returned to the fea-fhore, to 
embark his viSorious troops. • The veffels which 
tranfported the Vandals over the modern Streights 
of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth, were furnifbed by the Spaniards, who 
anxioufly wiOied their departure; and by the 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable afllftance *\ 

Our fancy, fo long accuftomed to exaggerate 
^^ and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 

A.D.429. that feemed to iflue from the North, vill per- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muttered on the coaft of Mau- 
ritania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
united under the command of their warlike kmg ; 
and he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had paifed, within the term of hu» 
man life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceilive 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation ; and many defperate 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 

'4 See the Chronicle of Idatius. That biihop, a Spaniard and a 
contemporary, places the paffage of the Vandals in the month of 
May, of the year ef Abraham (which commences in 05lober) 2444* 
This date, which coincides with A. D. 429, is confirmed by lOdore, 
another Spanifh bilhop, and is juftly preferred to the opinion of thofe 
writers, who have maifted fbr that event, one of the two prtcedi^jg^ 
years* See Pagi Crttica> torn; ii. p. ao5« &c» 

by 
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by the fame means which had occafioned their ^Jl^in! 
ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only v,*-%-^^ 
to fifty thoufand effe£tive men ; and though Gen- 
feric artfully magnified his apparent flrength, by 
appointing eighty chiliarchs^ or commanders of 
thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old men, of 
children, and of flavcs, would fcarcely have 
fwelled his army to the number of fouffcorc 
thoufand perfons '^ But his own dexterity, and 
the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified the Van- 
dal powers, by the acceflion of numerous and 
adive allies. The parts of Mauritania, which The 
border on the great defert, and the Atlantic ^^^^ 
ocean, were filled with a fierce and untraftable 
race of men, whofe favage temper had been 
cxafperated, rather than reclaimed, ^by their dread 
of the Roman arms* The wandering Moors '% 
as they gradually ventured to approach the fea- 
ihore, and the camp of the Vandals, mud have 
viaxred with terror and aflonilhment the drefs, 
the armour, the martial pride and difcipline of 
the unknown ftrangers, who had landed on their 

'5 Compare Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. u c. 5. p. 190.) and 
ViAor Vitenfis (de Perfccutiohe Vandal, i. i. c. 1. p. 3. edit. Rui« 
nart). We are aflured by Idatius» that Genferic evacuated Spain, 
cum Vandalis emuihus eorumque familiis $ and Poilidius (in Vit. Au« * 

giiftin. c. aS. apud Ruinart, p. 4x7.) defcribes bis army, as manut 
ingens immanium gentitim Vandalorum et Alanorum, commixtam 
Tecum habens Gothorum gentem, aliarumque diverfarum perfonas. 

"* For the manners of the Moors, fee Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 
1. ii. c. 6.- p. 249.) ; for their figure and complexion, M. de Buffon 
(Hiftoire Naturelle, torn. iii. p. 430.). Procopius fays in general, 
that the Moors bad joined the Vandals before the death of Valen- 
tinian (de Bell. Vandal, i. i. c. 5. p. 190.}; and it is probable, 
that the tnd«peiident tribes did not embrace any uniform fy/tem of 
t poh'cy, 
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CHAP, coaft ; and the fair complexions of the blue-eyecf 
warriors of Germany, formed a very fingular 


Batiits. 


contraft with the fwarthy or olive hue, which ia 
derived from the neighbourhood of the torrid 
zone. After the firft difEcuhies had in fome 
meafure been removed^ which arofe from the 
mutual ignorance of their tefpeftive language, the 
Moors, regardlefs of any future confequence, 
embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome; 
and a crowd of naked favages ruihed from the 
woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to fatiate their 
revenge on the poliflied tyrants, who had inju** 
rioufly expelled them from the native fovereignty 
of the land. 
The Do. The perfecution of the Donatifts"' was an 
event not lefs favourable to the defigns of Gen- 
feric. Seventeen years before be landed in Africa, 
a public conference was held at Carthage, by the 
order of the magiftrate. The Catholics were 
fatisfied, that, after the invincible reafons 'which 
they had alleged, the obft'inacy of the fchifmatics 
muft be inexcufable and voluntary ; and the em-^ 
peror Honor ius was perfuaded to inflidt the moft 
rigorous penalties on a fafliion, which had fa 
long abufed his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred biihops '% with many thoufands of the^ 
inferior clergy, were torn from their churches^ 

» 

'7 See Tillemont, Memoires Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 516— 55S.; 
and the whole feries of the perfecutioiiy in the original monuments^ 
publiihed by Dupin at the end of Optatust p. 313 — 515. 

«* The Donatio bifkops, at the conference of Carthage, anu>unted 
to 279 ; and they afferted, that their whole uumber was not lefs than 
400. The Catholics had 286 prcfent« x^o abfent^ beiides fixty-foac 
vacant bifhoprics* 

9 ftripped 
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ilripped of their ecclefiailical poiTeflions, baniflied 
to the iilands, and profcribed by the laws, if they 
prefamed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations^ both 
incities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife of religious 
worfhip^ A regular fcale of fines, from ten to 
two hundred pounds of (liver, was curioufly af^ 
certained, according to the diftinflions of rank 
and fortune, to punifli the crime of affifting at a 
fchifmatic conventicle ; and if the fine had beea 
levied five times, without fubduing the obRinacy 
of the offender, his future puniihn^ent was refert 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court *\ By 
thefe feverities, which obtained the warmed ap* 
probation of St. Auguftin*% great numbers of 
Donatifls were reconciled to the Catholic church : 
but the fanatics, who dill perfevered in their op« 
pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpair ^ 
the diftrafted country was filled with tumult and 
bloodihed; the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves, 
or againft their adverfaries ; and the calendar of 

«'9 The jfifth title of the fixteenth book of the Theodofian Code; 
exhibits a feries of the Imperial laws againft the Donatifts, from the 
.year 400 to the year 41S. Of thefe the 54th law, promulgated by 
HoDoriuSy A.D. 414, is the molt fevere and effe^ual. 

' *o St. AugCiftin altered his opinion with regard to the proper 
treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul- 
gence for the Manichxans, has been inferted by Mr. Locke (vol. iii. 
p. 469.) among the choice fpecimens of his common»place book. 
Another philofopher, the celebrated bayle (torn. ii. p. 44-5—496.)^ 
has refutedj with foperfluous diligejnce and ingenuity, the arguments, 
by which the.biihopof Hippo juftified, in his old age, the perfecution 
of the Donatifts. 

. . ¥oL. VI. C martyrs 
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martyrs received on both fides a confiderabk ang- 

feicntation **- Under thefe circumftanccs, Gen* 

feric, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the orthodox 

communion, ihewed himfelf to the Donatifts as a 

powerful deliverer, from whom they might reafon-* 

ably expeft the repeal of the odious and oppreffive 

•edids of the Roman emperors**. The conqudl 

of Afiica was facilkated by the adive zeal, or the 

fecret favour, of a domeftic fadion ; the want(m 

outrages againft the churches and the clergy, of 

42^hich the Vandals are accufed, may be £iirly iin* 

puted to the fanaticifm of their allies ; and the m»>^ 

tolerant fpirit, which difgraced the trktinpii of 

Chriftianity, contributed to the lofs of the msA 

important province of the Weft *?. 

Tardy re<> The court and the people wece sftontifaed 

Sf B^«r by the ftrange intel^^nce, that a virtuous Aero, 

face, nftef fo many favours, and lb many fervioK, had 

• 4SO- renounced his aliegiaxice, and invited ^he Barba* 

*' See Tilleinom, Mem. Ecckf. tom. xilu p. 536—592. So5. 
The DoHatifts boalied of tboufandi of .thefe voluiuary martyrs. Au« 
guitin aflVrts, and probably with truth, that thdfe nombersr were 
much- exaggerated ; but be, fternly iWntaijis, tbat it ,wa« :bettBr 
that fme (hould burn themfelves in this world, than that alL fhould 
burn in hell flames. 

' • «* According to St. Auguftin and Tfaeod^ret, the DonaitUft wait 
inclined to the principles^ or at le^ft to the ^^rty, of tbe Acifui^ 
which Oenferic Supported. Tillcinont, Mem. ^ccJef. tpm.vi. p. 69» 

M See Baronius, Annal, Ecclef. A. !>. 428, N?7y A..P, 435, 
N«35. The cardinal^ though more inclined to ftek the caufe of 
great events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent 
connexion of the Vamlajs and the Donatifts, Under the .reign of 
the Barbarians, the rchtfmatics of Africa enjoyed an ob(«ufe pepp^ 
of one hundreci years; at the end of which, we may again tmce 
them1>y the light of the Imperial pcrfecwions. See Tillemont^ 
Mem. EjEcIef. torn;, vi. p» 192, 5(c« ^ 
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Hans to deftroy the province enctufted to his xxxnir 
command. The fidends of Boniface, who ftiU 
believ^4 ^^ ^^^ criminal behaviour might be 
t^cufed* by fome honourable motive, foUcited', 
during Ap abfence of ^tius, a free conference 
i^ith the count of Africa ; and Darius^ an of&cef 
of h^h diftin^lion, was named for the iihpottant * 
•mbafly *\ In their firfl: interview at Carthage; 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained ; the oppofite letters of JStius were pro- 
duced and compared ; and the fraud was eaiily 
deteded. Hacidia and Boniface lamented their 
fatal eifror i and the Count had fuf&cient thagiii- 
nhnity to confide in the forgivenefs of his fov&- 
reign, i»r to expofe his head to her future refent- 
Bient. His repentance was fervent and (iiicere; 
but he foon difcovered, that it was no longei'lil 
hh power to reftore the edifice which he hid 
(haken to its foundations. Carthage, ind the Rb» 
man garriixHis^ returned with their general to 
the aUegianee of Valentinian) but the reft of 
Africa was fliU diitraded with war and iadion; 
and the inocorable king of the Vandals, difdain- 
log all terms of accommodation, fterbly refufed to 
telii^(:^i& the po&ffion di his prey; The band ' 
of vttemi^Si who marched under the ftandard of 

U In a confiileDtial letteir to Count Boniface; St. ^^ga&ln^ with* 
but examining the grounds of the quarrel^ pioufly exhorts him to 
dilchlrge the duties of a ChrUUan and a fnbjell | to extricate himreif 
Without delay fjroin his dangeroiii and guilty fictiatjo^ 3 a^d fTeSt ii 
he could obtain the confent of hit ^^ife^ tp e^ibrace ^ life pf celibacy 
aiid penacce (Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p* S^p.}. The 
biliop vas iniimately tonneAcdwith Daiiaf> the minifter of peact 
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x^Hi^* Bi>nifacei and bis hafty levies of provincial troopr^ : 
V— -/-iiw; were defeated with . c6nfiderable lofs: the vifto-* 
rious Bbrt>arians infulted the open country ;. and ' 
Carthage, Cirta,.and Hippo Regius, were the only ^ 
cities that . apptored, to rife above the general in- 
undation. . ■' 
Defoia- The lorig and narrow tradt of the African poaft> 
Africau was; filled With feeqiifiht monuments of SLoman« 
^t find qiagnifiQejaQ^ ; and the refpe£i:iye degrees r 
of improvement . might be accurately meafured- 
by the diftance frocH Cartha'ge and thfe Mediter- 
ranean;. A. fimple reflefliioo will imprefi. every* 
thinking :mind with the . cleareft idea of fertility: 
ajjd <:\^ltivation : thie country was extremdy po-* 
puloufity: , %h^\ inhabitants rcferved a liberal , fub- 
. fiftenp^:,for their own. ufe; and the annual ex- 
pprtatjoja; iparticularly of #heat, was fo regular' 
4Ad pl^mifuf, that Africa deferved the name o£ 
thei . comdion .granary^ of Rome and of mankind* 
Qn a fijddjen^> the ;feven- fruitful provinces, fironv 
Tangier td Tripoli, . were ' overwhelmed . by the 
invanoft of the Vandals ^ whofe deftrudive rage 
has perhaps' been exaggerated by popular ani.* 
mofity^ religious zeal,' and extravagant decia'-' 
mation. War, in it£ faireil form, implies a^per^' 
petual violation of humanity and juftic^; and the 
hoftilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which inceffantly difturbs their, 
jpeaceful and domeflic fociety. * The Vandals, 
Vhere they found refiftance, feldom gave quarter ; 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were' 
expiated by the jnia. of the cities under whofe 
vrilh they had fallen. Cafelefs of the diiHnftionS' 

,'.; •: H^ of 
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of age, or fex, or rank, they employed every fpecies ^JSJ^.^* 
of indignity and torture, to force from the captives ^^^^.-^ 
a difcovery of their hidden wealths The ftern* po- 
licy of Genferic juftified his frequent examples of 
military execution : he was riot always the matter 
of hi$ own paffions, or of thofe of his followers ^ 
' and the calamities of war were aggravated by th^ 
licentioUfnefs of the Moors, and the fanaticinn of 
the Donsititts. Yet I fliall not eafily be perfuaded'; 
that it was the common practice of the Vandals 
to extirpate the olives, and other fruit-trees, of a 
.country where they intended to fettle^; nor caa •. t 

I believe, that it was a ufual ftratagem to fiaugbter : 

great numbers of their prifoners before the walls *. 
of a befieged cityi for the fole purpofeVof, inj- " 

feding the air, and producing a peftilence, of 
which they themfelves muft have been the firft view 
urns % 

The generous mind of Count /Boniface was toh Siege of 
tured by the exquifite diftrefs of beholding the a. d?43o, 
ruin, which he had occafioned, and whbfe rapid ^^y* 
progrels he was. unable to check. After the iof^ 
of a battle, h& retired into Hippo iRegius. ; . where 
he was immediately bedeged by an enemy, who 
confidered him as the real bulwark of Africa. 


*S The origiiial cempiaints of the defolairioii of Africa sre coitc 
taioed* i. In a letter ffom CapiseoliM, biOiop of Cartilage, to e^euf^ 
his abfeoce from the council of Ephefus (ap« Rotnart; |k 4%^»)i 
ft. In the life of St. Aiiguftin, by his friend and colleague PoilWIiitt 
(ap.'Riiinarr^ p. 4i7.)* 3*'In;ihe HiAory of the Vandalit P^rfe* 
cation, by ViAor Vitenfis (I. i. c. i, %, 3. edit. Rutnart), The iaft 
piAure» which was drawn fixty year* after. the tsv^t, it more'cz^ 
fNcflire of the autlior^s padions than of the irutb of h£i$i ' 
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^ H A P. The marititni colony of Hippo *', about twp him* 

ci^ ^ ^^ dred miles weftward of Carthage, had iorvotrXj 

acquired the diftinguiflimg epithet of R0gius^ 

from the refidence of Nuitaidiati kings ; ^d (omt 

remains of trade and populoiifnefs ftill adhere tQ 

the modern city, which is known in Europe bj 

the corrupted name of Bona* The militaty la? 

bours, and anxious refledions, of Co\int Bonit 

feet, were alleviated by the edifying converfa* 

tioh of his frknd St. Auguftm *^ » till that biflippii 

the light and pillar of the Catholic ch^rch^ wa^ 

Z)Mtbof g^tly releafed, in the third mdnth of the fiege^^ 

St. Attguf. i^jjj Jq ^|jg ferenty-fixth year of his age, froiti thfe 

A'l>*4}o. aCi:^al and the impending calamities of his coua* 

^"g-»8- try; The youth 6f Auguftin had been ftatndd 

by the vices and errors whith he fo ingenuotifl^ 

c:bnfe£res ; but from the moment of his cont^r* 

fion to that of his death,, the manners of the 

bifiiop of Hippo were jfhite and auftere : and the; 

mod cbikrpicuoQ$ of hi^ virtues was an atdcnt 

feeitl : agadhft heretios d every denpihiinticm ; the 

Manicfaseans, the Donalifts, and the Pdagians^ 

againft wbpm he waged a perpetu^ controterfyi 

^ Set Cellariqsy Geography Aiitiq. torn. it. paift li. p. fia^ Leo 
African. ID kamufio, torn. i. fdl. 70. L^Afrique dc Marmol. torn. \u 
p. 434. 437. Shaw*8 Travels, p. 46, 47# The old Hippo Regius 
WB# fiiMlly 4eflreye4']^ thu A#abt iir thi fcv^nth Minturyri brat a 
ltewto^n» a^ the diftanee of two milcft^ waa built with tbe^^atc* 
l[hhy apd it ^coMained, in th« fixtoeath ccnturji «boot three .l)i>ii^ 
dred Imtiiea of tiid«ftriout, bih Curbiilent» nxaaufaflorefikT Tbf 
adjacfnt^t^rrtiory i^ xti^omo^^ forii iwie Mr, a fertile foi)» ;M]i4^1eai J 
AfcxttuKitefnnit* 

«7 The life of St.^Auguftin, bjfi^TUkmont, 6 lis a ^iiaiPto Kilume 
(Mem. Ecclef.'.tom. xiii.) oPniore than one tiioofond pagfcs i and tb« 
diligence of that learned Janfenift was excited, on this occafion* by 
iaftifmi ud devout ^cal fcr ihc /•Aider of bi« feft, 

Whei^ 
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When the city, fome months after his death, was ^xxxin* 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately 
iaved, which contained his voluminous writings ; 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifes on theological fubjeds, befides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel^ 
and a copious magazine of epiftles and homilies *^ 
According to the judgment of the mofl impartial 
critics, the fuperBciai learning of Auguftin was 
confined to the Latin language *^ ; and his ilyle, 
though fometimes animated by the eloquence of 
pai&oa, is ufually clouded by falfe and affeded 
rhetoric^ But he poflfeiTed a ftrong, capacious, 
argumentative mind ^ he boldly founded the dark 
abyfs of grace, pr^deftination, free-will, and 
original fia; and the rigid fyftem of Chriftiainity 
which he framed, or re(tored^% has been enter* 

« 

** Such at lead is the account of Vi£lor Vitenfu (de Ferfecuf. 
Vanital. I. i* <. 3.) ; though Gennadhis feems to doubc- whether any 
^CbD lUd read, or even colle^d, ali the works of St. AugiHlin 
(fee Hteronyni. Opera, torn. t. p. 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. Ecclef.). 
They have been repeatedly printed j and Dtipin (Btbliofheqtie Ec* 
ckf, tftm. m, p. ijS— 1157.) has given a large aocl Oartisfa^tory ab- 
ftra£io# them, a$ they Aao^ in the M edition of the Henedi^Unes. 
f>/ly perfonal acquaintance with the hifhop of Hippo docs not extend 
-beyond the Confrji^s, and tne City c/God, 

*9 In his eaily youth (Confeff. i. 14.) St. Auguttin difliked and 
ncglefted the flody of Greek j and he frankly owns that he wad the 
Platonifts in a Latin vetfion (Coufcff. vii. ^.). Some modern cri- 
tics h?»ve thought, tbafhis ignorance of Greek difqtialified him from 
expounding the Scriptures; and Cicero or QuintiUan would ha*^ 
re() 'fired the knowledge of that langutige in a profeiTor of rl^sstoric, 

30 Thefe qtieltions were reklum agitated, from the time of 
St.- Paul to tiiat of St* Auguftin. I am informed tUa* the Greek fa- 
thers maintain t4)c natinal fentiinenis of the Semi -pelagians f and 
that the ortf»odojty of St. Augurtin vn% deriyed from the Manich^aa 
fchool. 

C 4 uined. 
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^xxxin * ^^^^^^> ^^^ public applaufe, and fecrct reluflance,' 
o.— /^ by the Latin church *'. 

Defeat and By the fkiU of Boniface, and perfiaps by the 
Boniface, iguorance of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo 
A. p. 431. ^as pfottaflied above fourteen months; the fea 
was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine, 
the befiegers themfelves were compelled by fa^- 
mine to relinquilh their enterprife. The im- 
portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt 
by the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored 
the affiftance of her eaftern ally ; a^d the Italian 
fleet and army were reinforced by Afpar, who 
failed from Gonftantinople with a powerful arma- 
ment. As foon as the force of the two empires, 
was united under the command of Boniface, he 
boldly marched againft the Vandals; and the 
lofs of a fecond battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of Africa, fie embarked with the precipi-r^ 
tation of defpair j and the people of Hippo were, 
permitted^ with thpir families and, effe£ls, to 
occupy the vacant place of the fpldiers, the great?., 
eft part of whom were either flain or made pri- 
foners by the Vandals* The Count, whofe fatal 

3> The church of Rome has ^anonifed AuguHii), and reprobated 
(Calvin. Yet as the rnU diiference between them is inyilible even to 
a theological microfcope ; the MoliniUs are oppi^iTed by the author- 
}'ity of the faint, and the Janfenifts are difgraced by their refemblanc^ 
to the heretic. In tl)e mean while the Proteftant Armenians ftan(| 
aloof, and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputants (fee a cu- 
rious Review of the Controverfy, by I^ Clerc, Bibliotheque Univeiv 
feiie, torn. xiv. p* l44-«*39}^0* Perhaps a reaibner ftiil more inde«- 
pendent, may fi|iile in his turn» when he perufes an Arminian Con^-^ 
pientary on the EpiiUe to the Romans. 

^tredulity 
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cf€dulity had wounded the vitals of the republic, chap. 
might eater the palace of Ravenna with fome v,**-^— 1/ 
anxiety, which was foon removed by the fmiles • 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude 
the a-ank of patrician, and the dignity of mafter- 
general of the Roman armies ; but he muft have 
blufhed at the fight of thofe medals, in which he 
was reprefented with the name and attributes of 
victory '*. The difcovery of his fraud, the diC- 
pleafure of the emprefe, and the diftinguifhed . ^ 

fevour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and 
perfidious foul of ^tius. He haftily returned 
from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather 
•with an army, of Barbarian followers ; and fuch 
.was the weaknefs of the government, that the 
two generals decided their private quarrel in a 
bloody battle. Boniface was fuccefsful; but he 
received in the conQiA a mortal wound from the 
fpear of his adverfary, of which he expired within His d<«th^ 
a few days, in fuch Chriftian isind charitable fen^ ' '^^*' 
timents, that he exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs 
of Spain, to accept iEtius for her fecond huf- 
band. But ^tius could not derive any imme* 
diate advantage from the generofity of his dying 
enemy : he was proclaimed a rebel by the juftice 
of Placidia J and though he attempted to defend 

3% Ducange, Fara. Ry^ant. p. ^7. On one fide, the head of Vat- 
leotinian ^ on the reverfe, Boniface, with a fcourge in one h'ind, anJ ' 

a palm in the other, ftanding in a triumphal car, which is drawn by 
fo«r horfes* or, in another medal, by four ftags j an unlucky embJem ! 
J fliouid doubt whether another example can be found of tlie head df 
a Mt'jtSt on the reverfe of an Imperial medal* See Science des Me« 
dailies, by the Pere Jobcrt| torn* i« p« X3ft*«f 50.' edit, of 1739* hy the 
^aron ^ U Bafti^* 

fome 
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fotne ftrong fortreflfes ereded en his patrimonial 
eftate, the Imperial power foon compelled him 
to. retire into Pannonia, to the tents of his faith«* 
ftil Huns. The republic was deprived, by their 
mutual difcord, of the fervice of her two moft 
illuftrious champions '^ 

Pfogrefsof It might naturally be expefted, after the re. 

the Van. jygj^^ q{ Boniface, that the Vandals would atchieve, 

oals in , , 

Africa, without refiftance or delay, the conqueft of Africa. 

#3»^439. -'^'S^^ y^*^^ however elapfed, from the evacua- 
tion of Hippo to the reduftion of Carthage* 
In the midft of that interval, the ambitious Gen- 
feric, in the full tide of apparent profperity, 
negociated a treaty of peace, by which he gave 
his fon Hunneric for an hoftage ; and confented 
to leave the Weftern empferor in the undifturbcd 
pofleiCon of the three Mauritanias ^\ This mo« 
deration, which cannot be imputed to the juflice, 
mufl: be afcribed to the policy, of the conqueror* 
His throne was encompafled with domeftic ene* 
mies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, and 
afierted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the 
fon& of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 

1} Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 3. p. 1I5.) continues the 
liifiory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. . His death 
U mentioned by Frofper and Marcelllnus -, the exprellton of tile lat- 
ter, that Otitis, the day before, had provided himfelf with a loiter 
fpcar, implies (bmething like a regular ilueU 

34 See Procopius, de Bell, Vandal. I. i. c. 4. p. s86.- Valenti- 
nian publilhed fcveral humane laws', to. relieve the* diftrcfs of bis 
Numidian and Mauritaniaii fubje^sj he difcharg^d tbem^ in a great 
meafure, from the payment of their debts^ rtdiiced their tribute to 
one-ctghtb» and gave them a right of appeal from the provincial 
magittcitea to tl^ praefe^ of Ro(n#i Cod; Theo«i« coni* vi. Novell. 

facrificed 
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f;itriftced to his fijetyj and their mother, the ^xxxia* 
widow of iht deceafed kiog* ^sis precipitated, by 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. Bat the pub^ 
lie difcdntem burft forth in dangerous and fre* 
quent confpiracie$ ; and the warlike tyrant is 
fuppofed to have ibed mor^ Vandal blood by the 
hand of the e:cecutioner,. than in the field of bat^ 
tie". The eoiivuUions of Africa, which had 
favoured bis attack, oppofed the firm eftablifh^i* 
tnent of his power; and the various feditions of 
the Moors and Oetmans, the Donatifts and Ca* 
tholics, continually difturbed, or threatened, the 
Vt^ttled reigii of the conqueror. As he ad# 
yanced towards Carthage, he was forced to with** 
^fatf his troops from the Weftern provinces} 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the naval enter-i 
prife^ of the Romatis of Spain and Italy; and^ 
ih the heart of Nuthidia, the ft rong- inland city 
pf Gorta ftili perfifted in obftinate independence ^#: 
Thcfe difEcuhies were gradually fubdiied by thd 
fpirit, Ihe perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen-^ 
fericj who alternately applied the arts of peaca 
itnd war to the eftabliftment of his African king-^ 
ftoto^ . He fubicribed a folemn treaty, with the 
hope of deriving fome advantage from the term 
of its continuance, and the moment of its vior 
Jation, I'he vigilance of his enemies was relaxed 
,^y the prpteClations of friendfliip, which con- 
cealed bis hpftil^ appro^icb ; qfnd Carthage was at 

li ^iSior Vitenfi's, dc perfecut, VandM. I. ii. c. 5. p. a6. The 
cruelties ofCLenferic towards his fubjefts, are ftrongly expreCfed ia 
frofperH Chronicle, A, D. 44.2. 

^ f oifidiusi in Vit. Auguftin^ c. aS. ao^d |luinart;| p* 42s* 

length 
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length furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred and 

eighty-five years after the deftruftioa of the city 

and republic by the younger Scipio *^ 

They fur- A new city had arifen from its ruins, with the 

T^^^^'' title of a colony; and though Carthage might 

A.D*439. yield to the royal prerogatives of Conftantinople, 

oaobcr 9. ^pj perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 

iplendor of Antioch, ihe ftill maintained the fe- 

cond rank in the Weft ; as the Rome (if >ve may 

life the ftyle of contemporaries) of the African 

world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis '% 

difplayed, in a dependent condition, the image* 

of a flourifhing republic. Carthage contained 

the manufactures, the arms, and the treafures of 

the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 

civil, hcmours, gradually afcended from the pro- 

oarJitors of the ftrects and quarters of the city, 

to the tribunal of the fuprerae magiftrate, who, 

with the title of proconful, reprefented the ftate 

and dignity of a conful of ancient Rome. Schools 

znd gymnqfia were inftltuted for the education of 

the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man^ ^ 

ners, grammar, rhetoric, and phllofophyi werq 

publicly taught in the Greek and Latin Izmgujiges. 

> 

. 37 Seethe ChronicUs of I^Iatlus, JGdore, Profper, ajul Marcelr 
]inus. They mark the fame year, but diiFu'ent days» for the fur'- 
prifal of'Caithage, . 

t* The pi^Vure of Carthage, as it flouriflied in the foinrth and fifth' 
rejnturie.8, is taken from the^Expofitio totius Mundi, p. 17, if. in tbf 
third volume of Hudfon's Minor Geographers^ from Aufonius de 
Ciaris Urbibus^ p. 2x8, 2Z9^« ; and principally, from Salvian» de 
Gnbernatione De^ 1. vil. p. 257, 258. I am fdrprifed that the iV*- 
/;V/tf fhou Id not place either a 'mint, or an arfcnal, at Carthaj;e; Uiit 
only a gynccscum, or female manufafture, . • * 

The 
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The buildings of Carthage were uniform and chap. 
magnificent : a fhady grove was^ planted in the 
midft of the capital j the new port, a fecure and 
capacioiis harbour, was fubfervlent to the com- 
»aercial induftry of citizens and ftrangers; and 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre' 
were exhibited almoft • in the prefence of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country, and the* 
reproach of Punic faith ftill adhered to their fub-^ 
tie and faithlefs charafter'^. . The habits of 
trade, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted 
their manners; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fcamelefs pradice of unnatural 
lufts, arc the two abominations which excite the 
pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the 
age ^. The king of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people ; and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous freedom of Carthage 
(thefe cxpreffions of Viftor are not without ene^-- 
gy), was reduced by. Genferic into a ftate oIE 

39 The anonymous author of the Expontio totius Mundi, com- 
pares/in his barbarous Latin, the country and the inhabitants ; and, 
after iUgmatifing theif want of faith, he coolly concludes, Difficile 
autem inter eos invenitur bonus, tamen in multis pauci boni cSt 
poflunr. P. iS. 

4» He declares, that the peculiar vices of each country were col- 
lefted in the fink of Carthage (I. vii. p* as?.)- I" »^»c indulgence 
«f vicey the Africans applauded their manly virtue, Et illi fe magis 
virilia fortitudinis effe crederent, q\ii majciine viros fceminei tisus 
probroiitate fregiilent (p. a6S.)* The ftreeis of Carthage were pol- 
luted by efi&ininate wretches, who publicly affumed the countenance, 
thedrefs, and the charafler of women (p. 264.;. If a monk ap-t 
peared in the city, the holy man was puriued with impious fcorn tnd 
ridicule} deteftantibui ridentium cachinnis (p. aS^.J* i- 
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c » A p. ignominious fervitude. After he had pertnittea 
v«i«-vr'w his licentious troops to fatiate their rage and ava« 
lice, he inftituted a more regular fyfteai of rapine 
and opprefiion. An edid was premulgated^ 
vhich enjoined all perfons, without fraud or de* 
lay, to deliver their gold, felver, jewels, and 
v^uable furniture or appard; to the royal officers ; 
smd the attempt to fecrete any part of their patri- 
mony, . was inexorably puniihed with death and 
torture, as an aft of treafoa againft the ftate^ 
l^e landfc of the proconfular province, which 
- Ibrmed the immediate diftrift of Carthage, were 
accurately meafured, and divided among the. 
Barbarians ; and the conqueror reierved for his 
peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byz** 
cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and 
Getulia**. 
African It was natural enough that Genferic (hould hate 

^"5" thofe whom he had injured: the nobility and 
fenators of Carthage wcere expofed to his jealoufy 
and refenmient ; and all thofe who refufed the 
ignominious terms, which their honour and reli- . 
gion forbade them to accept, were compelled hf, 
the Arian tyrant to embraice th)B condition of 
{perpetual banifliment* JR.ome, Italy, and the 
provinces of the Eaft, were filled with a cro^d 
of exiles, of fugitives, a^d of ingenuous captives^, 
^ho folicited tbe public companion: and th^^ 
benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, flill pre(erv4 
the uames an4 misfortunes of Casleftian an4\ 

4* Compare Procopios de BcIK Vandal. 1, i.e. j, p, jt^^ J90. | 
ted Vi^or VitenfiSi de PerfKut, Vandal. K 1. c. 4. 

* 
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Maria **. The Syrian bifliop deplores the mif- chap. 

■ XXXIII 

fortunes of Caeleftian, who, from the ftate of 
a noble and opulent fenator of Carthage, was 
reduced, with his wife and family, and fervants, 
to beg his bread in a foreign country; but 
fee applauds the refignation of the Chriftian 
ecile, and the philofophic temper, which, under 
th« preffure of fuch calamities, could enjoy 
more reat happinefs, than was the ordinary lot 
of wealth and profperity. The ftory of Maria, 
the daughter of the magnificent Eudsemon, is fin- 
gular andv interefting. In the fack of Car- 
thage, (he was purchafed from the Vandals by 
feme merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold 
her as a Have in their native country. A female 
attendant, tranfported in the fame ihip, and fold 
m the lame family, ftill continued to refpeft a 
iniftrels whom fortune had reduced to the com* 
mon level of fervitude ; and the daughter of Eu- 
dsemon received from her grateful affeftion the 
domeftic fervices, which Ihe had once required 
from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour 
divulged the real condition of Maria, who, ifi . 
the abfence of the bifhop of Cyrrhus, was redeem- 
ed from flav^ery by the generofity of fome foldier» 
©f .the garrifon. The liberality of Theodoret 
provided for her decent maintenance; and (he 
pafled ten months among the deaconeffes of the 
church ; till (he was unexpectedly informed, that 
Jber father, who had efcap^d from the ruia of 

4* Rit>n»rt (p. 444— 45 r.) has col levied from Theodoret, and 
0ther autiion, ibe auaforuiaes, toA isnd i^huiwi, of the inbabhaniK 
«f C^age. 

$ Carthage,^ 
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Orthage, exercifed an honourable office in ottd 
of the Weftern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was fe^ronded by the pious bifhop : Theodoret, 
in a letter dill extant, recommends Maria to the 
bifliop of jSilgae, a maritime city of Cilicia, which 
was frequented, during the annual fair, by the 
yeffels of the Weft ; moft earneftly requefting, 
that, his colleague would ufe the maiden with a 
tendernefs fuitable to her birth ; and that he 
would entruft her to the care of fuch fidthful 
merchants, as would efteem it a fufficient gain, if 
they reftored a daughter, loft beyond all humaa 
hope, to the arms of her afflifted parent. 

Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical 
, hiftory, I am tempted to diftinguifh the memo- 
rable fable of the Seven Si.eepers *' ; whofb 
imaginary date correfponds with the reign of the 
younger Theodofius, and the conqueft of Africa 
by the Vandals**. When the emperor D^ius 
perfecuted the Chriftians, feven noble yoi^ths of 

4; The choice of fabulous circuroftances is of fmall importances 
yet I have confined myfetf to ihe narrative which wras tranfiated from 
die Syriac by the care of Gregory of Touts (de Gloria Martyiuuiy 
1. i. c. 95. in Max. Bibliotheca Patrum, toin. xi. p. 856.), to the 
Greek afts of their martyrdom (apud Photium, p. 14.00, i4x>i.), and 
to the Annals of the Patriarch Eutychius (torn. !• p. 391 • 5319 53d* 
^35. Verf. Pocock). 

44- Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by AflTemanni (Bibliot. 
Oriental, torn. i. p. 336. 338*)* p^scc the refurre^Hon of the Seven 
Sleepers in the years 736 (A. JD. 4»5.)» ^^ 74* (A- D, 437.)» 
of the xra of the Seleucides. Their Greek a£l$, which Phbtigs bad 
read; aflign the date of the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Theq- 
doHus, which may coincide either wi«h A. D* 4.391 ^^ 44^* '^^ 
period which had elapfed £nce the perfecution of Decius is eafily af- 
certained'; and nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, or the 
legendarieii, could fuppofe an interval of three or four hundreii 
years, . ^ ^ ^ w 

"^ Ephefus 
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Ephefus coo^ealed themfelves in a fpacioas ca- ^S^^ ^* 
vem in the fide of an adjacent mountain } where 
they were doomed to perifli by the tyrant, who 
gave orders that the entrance ihould be firmly 
fecured with a pile of huge ftones. They imme'- 
diately fell into a deep flumber, which was mU 
raculoufly prolonged, without injuring the powers 
of life, during a period of one hundred and 
eighty-feven years. At the end of that time^ 
the ilaves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance 
of the mountain had defcended, removed the 
flones^ to fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice : 
the light of the fun darted into the cavern, and 
the feven ileepers were permitted to awake. 
After a flumber, as they thought, of a few hours, > 
they were prefled by the calls of hunger; and 
refolved that Jambllchus, one of their number, 
ihould fecretly return to the city, to purchafe 
bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth 
(if we may ftill employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognife the once familiar afpeft of 
his native country ; and his furprife was increafed 
by the appearance of a large crofs, triumphantly 
ereded over the principal gate of Ephefus. His 
fingular drefs, and obfolete language, confounded 
the baker, to whom he offered an ancient medal 
of Decius as the current coin of the empire ; 
and Jambllchus, on the fufpicipn of a fecret trea- 
fiire, was dragged before the judge. Their mu- 
tual inquiries produced the amazing difcovery, 
that two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jam- 
bllchus and his friends had efcaped from the 
rage of a Pagan tyrant. The bifhop of EpheXus, 
VouVt D *e 
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'CHAP, the clergy, the magiftrates, the people, andj aS 
it is faid, the emperor Theodofius himfelf, "^haf- 
tened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers I 
Who beftpwed their benediftion, related theif 
ftory, and at the fame inftant peaceably expired. 
The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be 
afcribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modern Greeks, fince the authentic tradition may 
be traced within half a century of the' fuppofed 
Tniracle, Jamfes of Sarug, a Syrian bifhop, who 
was bom only two year's after the death df th6 
younger Theodofius, ' has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephetus *^ Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, was tranflated from 
the Syriac into the Lafin language, by the card 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions 
of the Eift prcferve their memory with equal 
reverence ; and their names are honourably in* 
fcribed in the Roman, the Habyffinian, /and the 
Ruffian calendar **. Nor has their reputadon 
been confined to the Ghriftiari world. This po* 

, 4( Jaincsy arte of tli^ orthodox fattters of the Sfmn (hCfcbj^ was 
l^orn A. D. 45% ; he began to co^npofe his fermotis A. D. 474.: 
He vi^^ iwade bithop of Batn«>, in the diftri£l of Sarng, iand prorince 
df MefDpotatifln A^D. 519, and dwd A* 0.511. (Aflemaniii, 
torn. i. p. %%%9 1%^,) Foiv <he homily 4e Fturit Sj^Jinii, iee p. 33I 
—339.: though I could wifli that AiTemanni had tranflated the text 
of James of Sarug, inlftead of anfwering the obj«6iions of Batonios. 

46 See the ^ms SmOktsm of the BollandfiH (Menfis Julil, torn, vu 
p. 37S-"3^70» This iij>nienre calendar of iaints, iu one hundred 
antl iwenty-fix years (i64V^i77c.)> and in fifty volumes in folio, 
Ifas adyanccd ho farther than the 7th day of 06l6ber. The fofSprellioti 
<ff . the jNafoks hka moft probably checked an undertalSing^ which* 
through the medium of fable and faperftition^ comXllii>icates, much 
fiifterical and pliilofophical ihftrafition. 

4 ^pulaf 
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{jUkr tale, xvhichOK(fahomet might learn when he 
drove his camels to the fairs of Syria, is intro- 
duced, as a divine revelation, into the Koran *^ 
The ftory of the Seven Sleepers has been adopted, 
land adorned, by the nations, from Bengal to 
Africa, who pfofefs the Mahometan religion**; 
and fome veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been 
difcovered in the remote extremities of Scan- 
dinavia**. This eafy and univerfal belief, fo 
expreffive of the fenfe of mankind, may be 
iafcribed to the' genuine merit of the fable itfelf* 
We iniperceptibly advance from youth to age, 
tvithout obferving the gradual, but inceffant^ 
change of human affairs; and even in our larger 
experience of hiftory, the imagination is. accuf- 
tomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes and effeAs^ 
to unite the mod diflant revolutions. But if the 
interval between two memorable aeras *coi^ld be 
inftantly annihilated ; if it were poflible, after a 
momentary flumber of two hundred years^ to 

47 See Maracci Alcoran, ^ra xviit. torn. ii. p. 410— 4«7. snd 
torn. i. part iv« p. 103. With Aich an ample privilege, Mahomet 
has not ihewn miich tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the do^ 
(Al Rakiro) of the Seven S^leepers ) the refpefl of the fun, who al. 
tered his courfe twice a day^\ that he might ihine into the cavern-} 
and the care of God himfelf^ who preferved theh* hodies from pu- 
trefaAion, by tufoing them to the right and left. 

4» See d^Herbelot) Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 139. j and Renaitdot, 
Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 391 40. 

49 Pa«l> the deacon of Aquileia (de Geftis Langobardorum* 1. i* 
€• 4« p. 7459 7469 edit. Grot.), who lived towards the end of the 
eighth century^ has placed in a cavern under a rock, on the Aiore of 
the oceavi the Set^en Sleepers #f the>North» whofe long repofe Was 
rtfpefted by the Barbarians. Xlieir drefs declared them to be Ho* 
miinsi and the deacon conje^ures, that they were referved by Pro- 
viOence as the fUture apoftles of thofe unbelieving coiintries. 

D a difplay 
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4ifpUy the new world to the eyes of a fpeftator, 
who ftill retained a lively and recent impreflion 
of the o/d, his furprifc and his reflexions would 
furnifli the pleafing fubjeft of a philofophical 
romance. The fcene could not be more ad* 
vantageoufly placed, than in the two centuries 
ivhich elapfed between the reigns of Dgcius and 
of Theodofius the younger. During this pe- 
riod, the feat of government had been tranf- 
ported from Rome to a new city on the banks of 
the Thracian Bofphorus; and the abufe of mili- 
tary fpirit had been fupprefled, by an artificial 
fyftem of tame and ceremonious fervitude. The 
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by a 
fucceflion of Chriftian and orthodox princes, who 
had extirpated the fabulous gods of antiquity : 
and the public devotion of the age was impatient 
to exalt the faints and martyrs of the Catholic 
church, on the altars of Diana and Hercules. 
The union of the Roman empire was diffolved : 
its genius was humbled in the duft ; and armies 
of unknown Barbarians, , iffuing from- the frozen 
regions of the North, had eftabliflied their vic- 
torious reign over the faireft provinces of Europe 
and Africa. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

The Charader^ Cmqtiejis^ and Court of Atiila^ King 
of the Huns. — Death of Theodofius the Tounger. 
"^Elevation of Marcian to the Empire of the 
Eaji. 

rpHE weftern world was oppreflfed by the c h a p. 
^ Goths and Vandals, who fled before the ^^**^* 
Huns ; but the atchievements of the Huns them- The Huds^ 
felves were not adequate to their power and pro- .y^^tt. 
fperity. Their viftorious hords had fpread from 
the Volga to the Danube; but the public force 
was exhaufted by the difcord of independant chief- 
tains ; their valour was idly confumed in obfcure 
and predatory excurfions; and they often de- 
graded th^ir national dignity by condefeendiog, 
for the hopes of fpoil, to enlift under the ban- 
ners of their fugitive enemies. In the reign of 
Attila % the Huns again became the terror of 

> The authentte materials for the hlftory of AttiTa may be found 
in Jornandes (deRebus Geticis> c« 34.— 50, p, C6d-«4S8. edit«jGrrot,} 
and Prifcas (Excerpta de Legationibus, p. 3S— 76. Pariai 164s.)* 
I bave not feen tlve lives of Attila, compofcd l^ Juvencos Catlius 
Calanus 0alnnatinus> in the twelfth century ; or by Nicholas 01abat« 
archbiihop.of Gian, in the (ixteenth. See Marcou*s Hiftory of the 
GermanSy ix« a), ard MaiFei OiTcrvazjoni Lttterarie, torn* i. p. S89 89. 
Whatever the modern Hungarians have added* niuft be fabulous ; 
and they do not fcem to have excelled in the art of fif^ion, Tb«|r 
.inpppofe» that when Attila invaded Gaul and Italy * married tnnu* 
^erablc wives* &c. he was one hundred and twenty years of age. 
Thwrocx Chroot p. i. c. %%, in $cript, Hongar. torn. i. p« 76. 
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%xxiv^' the world ; and I fhall now defcribe the chara£ter 
^^■■^v'*-!^ and anions of that formidable Barbarian ; who al? 
ternately ihfulted and inVaded the £a(l and the 
Weft, and urged the rapid dowafaj of the Romaa 
empire. 
Their efta- In the tide of emigration, which impetuoufly 
in modern ToUed froiii the confines of China to thofe of 
Hungary. Germany, the moft powerful and populous tribes 
may commonly be found on the verge of th^ Ro- 
man provinces. The accumulated weight was 
fuftained for a while by artificial barriers; and 
the eafy condefcenfion of the emperors invited, 
without fatisfying, the infolent demands of the 
Barbarians, who had acquired an eager appetite 
for the luxuries of civilized life. The Hungar 
nans, who ambitioufly inl'ert the name of Attila 
among their native kings, may affirm with truth, 
that the hords, which were fubjedl to his uncle 
Roas, or Rugilas, had formed their encampments 
within the limits of modern Hungary % in a 
fertile, country, which liberally fupplied the wants 
of a nation of hunters and fcepherds. In this 
advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and hi^ valiant 
brothers, who cdntinually added to their power 
and reputsilion, commanded the alternative of 

* Hungary has been fucceffiveJy occupied by three ScyHiiafi co!o- 
^ l!ll»» I . Tfce Hi^ns of Attila j a. f he Ahaies, in t^c fixth century | 
and, 3» the' Tiirk$ of Magiars, A. P.S89.; the immediate and ge« 
nuine atlcei^ors of the modern Iftingarians, whofe conne^titfli with 
the two former is extremeJy faint and remote. The Pr^rwrn and 
Wfotitia of Matthew Belius appear to contain a rfch fund of in/onoia- 
tion concerning ancient and modern Hungary. J have feen tlH} tdt. 
trails in Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne, tom» xsti. p« t«^yi» 
and BibJiothequt Rtfifonn^y torn. xyi. p. s«7-«i75» 

peace 
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peace or war with the two empires. His alliance ^^ ^ ?• 
^th the Romans of the Vfed was cemented by 
hk perfonal friendihip for the great iEtius ; who 
was always fecure of finding in the Barbarian 
camp, a bofpitable reception, and a powerful 
fupport. At bis folicitation, and in the name of 
John the ufurper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced 
to the confines of Italy ; their march and their 
retreat were alike expenfive to the (late ; and 
the grateful policy of iEtius abandoned the pof-i 
feiBon of Pannonia to his faithful confederates. 
The Romans of the Eafl; were not lefs appre^ 
henfive of the arms of Rugilas, which threatened 
the provinces, or even the capital. Some eccle-r 
iiaftical hiftorians have dedroyed the Barbariana 
with lightning and peflilence^} but Theodc^us 
was reduced to the more humble expedient of 
ilipulating an annual payment of three hundred 
^nd fifty pounds of gold, and of difguifing this 
(Uihonoura^le tribute by the title of general^ 
. which the king of the Huns condefcended to ac* 
^ept.^ The public tranquillity was frequently in- 
terrupted by the fierce impatience of the Bar- 
barians, and the perfidious intrigues of the By* 
gamine court. Four dependent nations, among 
whom we may diftinguifli tbe Bavarians^ difr 
claimed the fovereignty of the Huns; And their 
revolt was. encouraged and proteded by a Roman 

3 Socrates, 1. vii. c. 43. Theodoret. I. v. c, 36. Tillemont, who 
always depends on the faith of his ecclefiaftical authors, ftrenuoufly 
eoDtencis (Hift* dcs Kmp. torn. vt*. p. 136. Coj,)t that the wars and 
perfooages were pot the Uine, 

D4 alliance; 


46 THE D&CLINE AND FALL 

cH A P. alliaiMfB ; till the iaft claims, and formidable 

wv-w power, of Rugilas, were effedualiy urged by the 

voice of Eflaw bis ambaffador. Peace was . the 

unanimous wi(h of the fenate : their decree was 

ratified by the emperor; and two ambaflailofs 

. w^e named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian ex* 

traction, but of confular rank ; and the qusftor 

- Epigenes, a wife and experienced ftatefman, who 

was recommended to that office by his* ambitious 

colleague. 

Reipn ttf " The death of Rugilas fufpended the progrefs of 

"^ A .^b. ^^^ treaty. His two nephews, Attila and Bleda, 

♦31— 453- who fuccceded to the throne of their uncle, con- 

fented to a perfonal interview with the ambafladors 

of Conftantinoplc ; but as they proudly refufed to 

demount, the bufinefs was tranfadled on horfebacl^^ 

in a fpacious plain in the city of Margus, in the 

Upper Msefia. The kings of the Huns aflumed 

the folid benefits, as well as the vain honours, of 

the negociation. They dilated the conditions of 

peace, and each condition was an infult on the lna« 

jefly of the empire. Befides the freadom of a fafe 

^nd plentiful market on the banks of the Danube, 

they required that the annual contribution (hould 

be augmented from three hundred and fifty, to fe** 

ven hundred pounds of gold ; that a fine, or ran- 

fom, of eight pieces of gold, fhould be paid for 

every Roman captive,, who had * efcaped from his 

Barbarian mafter ; that the emperor (hould re* 

nounce all treaties and engagements with the enenlies^ 

of the Huns ; and that all the fugitives, who had 

taken refuge In the court, or provinces, of Theo- 

* ^' dofius. 
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^iiuSy fliould be delivered to the juftice of their ^J^^,^* 
offended fdverejgn. This juftice was rigbroufly in- ^-— -v— ^ 
Hided on fbme unfortunate youths of a royal race. 
They were crucified on the territories i>f the em- 
pire, by the command of Attila; and, as foon 
as the king* of the Huns had imprelTed the Ro- 
mans with the terror of his name, he indulged 
them in a fiiort and arbitrary refpite, whllll he 
fubdned the rebellious or independent nations d£ 
Scythia and Germany *. 

Attila, the Ton of Mundzuk, deduced his no- Hit ^gmm 
ble, perhaps his regal, defcent * from the ancient l^^^^ .*" 
Huns, who had formerly contended with the 
monarchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfcrvation of a Gothic Hiftorian, bore the 
ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo- 
dern Calmuck*; a large- head, a fwarthy com- 
plexion, fmall deep-feated eyes, a flat nofe, a few 
hairs m the- place of a beard, broad flioulders, 
and a fliort fquare body^ of nervous ftrength, 
though of a difproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns ex- 
preflfed the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the reft of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 

4 Sec Pirifcusy p, 479 48. aod Hilt, det Peuplei de r£urope» toin« 
wi. c. xii, xnf> xiv» xv. 

5 Prifcusi p. 39. The modern Hungarians have deduced hit 
genealogy^ which afcends, in the thirty fifth degree, to Ham the Ton 
•f Noah ; yet they are ignorant of hit father*s real name (de Guignet, 
Wfi, lies Huns, torn. ii. p. 297. )• 

^ Compare Jornandes (c. 35. p. 66t.) with BuflFon, HiflT/Natu. 
TtlUf torn. ifi. p. 380. The former had a right to oblerve, origints 
fu^ figna reltituens. The charaiW and portrait of Attila are pro* 
' baOy tranfcrtbed from Cafliodoriui* 

fiercely 
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cH^A^p> fiercely i:oIlmg his eyes, as if he wifted to enjoy 
the terror which he infpired. Yet this favagQ 
hero was not inacceffible to pity; his fuppHant 
enemies ipight confide in the afiurance of peace 
or pardon; and Attila was confidered by his'fub-r 
jefts as a jufl: and indulgent matter. He dt^Kght- 
cd in war; but, after he had afcended the throng 
in a mature age, bis head, rather than his 
i^and, atqhieved the conqueft of the North ; andl 
the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefuUy 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsfuj 
general, The effects of perfonal valour are fa 
inconfiderable, except in poetry or romance, that 
tiftory, even among Barbarians, muft depend 
on the degree of Ikill, with whiph the paffions 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fprvice of a fingle man. The Scythian con- 
querors, Attila and !Jingis, furpaffed their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than ia courage; an4 
it may be obferved, that the monarchies, both of 
the Huns and of the Moguls, were erefted by 
their founders on the bafis of popular fuperftir 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity afcribed to . the virgin-mother of 
Zingis, raifed Urn above the lei?^ of human 
imure ; and the naked prophet, who, in the name 
of the Deity inverted him with the empire of the 
earth, pointed the' yalour, of the Moguls witll 
iirefiftible enthuflafnl^ The religious arts of 

Attila 


, 7 Abulpharag. DynaiU verC Pocock, p. iSi. Genealogical 
Hi(>ory ot ihe J'artars, hy AbuJghazi Bai%adar Khan, partiii. c. rs^ 
part IV. c. 3. Vie de Gengifcani par Petit de ia Croix> U i. c. i« 6^ 
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Attila were net le& Mfully adapted ta the cha* ^ J^vf- 
rader of his age and couatry. It was natural ^^.^m^ . ^^ 
enough, that the Scythians fhould adore, with 
peculiar devotion » the god of war ; but as they 
were., incapable of forming either an abilrad idea, 
or a corporeal reprefentation, they worflupped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter '• One of the ihepberds of the Huns He difco^ 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had }^^j,^f 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol* Man, 
Iowe4 the track pf the blood, till he difcovered, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
fwdrd; which he dug out of the ground, and 
presented to 4-ttila^ That magnanimous, or rather 
that artful, prince accepted, with pious grati<« 
tude, this celeftial favour; and, as the r^htful 
pofleflor of tht/word of Mars ^ afferted his divine 
and indefeafible claim to the dominion of the 
earth ^ If the rights of Scythia were praftiied on 
this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or rather^ pile 

of faggbts, three hundred yards in length and in 

« 
« <" 

The relations of the mifTionaries, who vifited Tartary in the thir« 
teenth century (fee the feventh volume of the Hiftoire des Voyages )*» 
exprefs the popular language and opinions; Zingis is ftyled the 
80a of God, &c. &c. 

• Nee templunn apud cos vifitur, aut detubrum, ne tugurium qui- 
decn culmo te^bm cerni ufquam poteft ; fed gladtia Batbarico ritii 
bumi figitur nddus^ eum'que ut Manem regionum quas circiimcir* 
cant prsfulem vericundius colunt. Amroian. Marcellin* xxxi. s* 
and the learned Notes of Lindenbrogius and ValeHus. 

9 Prifcus relates this remarkable ftory, both in his own text . 
(p. 6^.)f 3^nd in the quotation made by Jornandes (c. 35. p. 66s ')• 
He might have explained the tradition, or fable, which chara^terifed 
this famous fword, and the name as .well at attributes of the Scy* 
thian deit]ri whom he has tranflated into the Mars of the Greeks and 
Romans* 

breadth. 
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c HA P. I^eadtb, wss raifed in a fpacious plain ; and the 
{w(xd pf Mars was placed ereft on the fummit 
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confe- 
crated by the blood of iheep, borfes, and of the 
hundredth captive '^ Whether human facrifices 
formed any part of the worfliip of Attila, or, 
whether he propitiated the god of war with the 
victims which he continually offered in the field 
of battle, the favourite of Mars foon acquired a 
facred charader, which rendered his conquefts 
more eafy, and more permanent ; and the. Bar- 
barian princes confeflfi^d, in the language of de-^ 
votion or flattery, that they could not prefume 
to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefty 
of the king of the Huns ". His brother Bl^da, 
who reigned over a confiderable part of the na- 
tion, was compelled to refign his fceptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel a£l was attributed to a 
fupematural impulfe ; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of Mars, convinced the 
world that it had been referved alone for his in- 
vincible arm'*. But the extent of his empire, 
affords the only remaining evidence of the nun\- 

>» Herodot. 1. iv, c. 69. For the fake of oeconofnyy I have cal. 
cii)ated by the fmalleft ftadium. In the human facrtfices, they cot off 
the AiouI<kr and arm of the ri6lim» which they threw up into the air, 
and drew oment and prefages from the manner of their falling on the 
pile. 

>i Prifcus> p, r^; A more civiitied hero, Auguftus himfelf, 
was pleafed, if the perfon on whom he fixed his eyes fecmed unable 
to fupport tlicir divine luftre. Sueton. in Auguft. c. 79^ 

1* The count de Buat (Hid. des Peuples de TEurope, tom. vii. 
p. 41S, 4^9.) attempts to cleir Attrla from the nmrder of his bro- 
ther; and is almoli inclined to rtjc£l the concurrent teiiimory of 
JornandeS) and the con temporary Chronicles* 

. ■ ber. 


OF. THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4j 

jbcr,- and importance, of bis viftorics; and the \5xiv*' 
Scythian inpnarch, however ignorant of the value ^.^^^^^J^ 
of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la* 
meat, that his illiterate fubjcfts were deftitute of 
the art which could perpetuate the memory of his 
exploits; 

If a line of reparation were drawn between the and «©- 
civilized and the favage climates of the globe; <i*»««T*^^ 
between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated Scythia 
the earth, and the, hunters and fliepherds, who JSJan?**^ 
dwelt in tents ; Attila might afpire to the title bf 
fupreme a|id ible monarch of the Barbarians". 
He alonCj among the conquerors of ancient and' 
modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations, when they are applied to his reign, 
may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu* 
ringia, which ftretched beyond its a^ual limits 
as far as the Danube, was in the number of his 
provinces : he interpofed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in the domeflic affairs of 
the Franks ; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed, 
and almoft exterminated, the Burgundians of the 
Rhine. He fubdued the iflands of the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompaffed and di- 
vided by the waters of the Baltic ; and the Huns 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region, which has been proteded from all other 

*l Fortiflimantm gentnim domifius, qtit initildita ante Ce pQtentil, 
Cj\ii9 Scythica et Geim^nica rt^gna pofTeitit* Jornande», c. 49. 
p. 684.. Frifciis, p 64. 65. M» Ac Oiilgne^, by his knowledge of 
file CHinefe* has acquired (torn* ii. p. a^rj-— 301^) ati adequate ide^ 
of the empire of Attila, 

conquer- 
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«- H A P. conquerors by the feverity of the climate, and ttlft 
courage of the natives. Towards the Eaft, it i^ 
difficult to circumfctibe the dominion of Attila 
over the Scythian dfeferts ; yet we may be aflur* 
ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga ; 
that the king of the Huns was dreaded, not 
only as a warrior, but as a magician ** ; that he 
fafulted and' vanquiflied the Khan of the formid- 
able Ceougen; and that he fent ambaifadors to 
negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China* In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
ivho never entertained, during' his life-time, the 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidas and the Oftro* 
goths were diftinguifhcd by their numbers, theit 
bravery, arid the perfonal merit of their chiefs4 
The renowned Ardaric, king of the Gepidas, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo* 
tiarch, who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the no* 
ble Walamir, king of the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo many 
martial tribes, who ferved under the ftandard of 
Attila, were ranged in the fubmiflive order of 
guards and domeftics, round the perfon of theif 
mafter. They watched his nod j they trembled 
ftt his frown ; and at the firft fignal of his will^ 

U See Hift. des Hunt, tom4 ii. p. 996. The Geotigen believed^ 
that the Huns could escite, at pleafdrey ftortns of wind and raio» 
This phenomenon ^as produced by the ftone Gemi $ to wbofe magie 
power the iofs of a battle was aferibed by the Mahometan Tartars of 
the fourteenth century. See Cbfreftddin Ali^ Hifti dc Titmir Bec^ 
ton. i« p« 81, Sj. 

they 
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they executed, n^ithout murmur or hefitation. c n a p. 
bis ftera and abfolute commands. In time of ,-,-J/ 
peace, the dependent princes, with theit national » 
troops, attended the royal camp in regular fiic* 
ceffion; but when Attila collefted his military 
forcq, he was able to bring into the field an •army 
of five, or, according to another account^ of 
feven hundred thoufand Barbarians '*. 

The ambafladors of the Huns might awaken Tke Hoat 
the attention of Theodbflus, by reminding him, jjj^ 
that tbey were his neighbours both in Europe and \, D* 
Afia ; fince they touched tlie Danube on. one ♦^^"^•* 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft; from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and ihnumerable captives **• . 

■f JornaodeSy c. 35. p. 66r. c. x7* p» 667. See Tiilemont^s Hift* 
des Emperenrs, torn. vi. p. 129. 13^. Corneille has reprefeiited xh% 
pride of Attila to his rubjeA kings } and His tragetly opens iMrtth tbe6 
two rktieulous lines t 

11$ ne font pas venus, nos deux rois ! qu^on leur die 

Cju"11s fc font trop attendre, et qirAttita s*enhuie. 
The two kifig9 of the Gepid^ and the Oftrogoths are profdnhd poll* 
ticiaos and lentimental lovers f and the whole piece exhibits die de* 
fe^s, without the genius, of tlie poet. 
■ ** > alii per Cafpia clauftra 

Armeni^fque nives, inopino tramite dudi 

InvaduDt Orientis opes i jam palcua fumant 

Cappadocum, vohicrumque parens Aigaeus ecl^uorum* 

Jam mbet ahus Halys» nee k defendit miquo 

IVloote Cilix I Syrite tragus valUntur aiTiseni |. 

AflTuetunaque chdris et Isti plebe canorum 

Proterit imbellem fonipes ho(til^s Orontein. 

Claudiaa, in Rufin. 1. il. nt^^if* 
6ee likewife, in Ettirop. 1. i. i^a«-»5i- and the ftrong defcnptioA 
of Jerom, who wrote from bis feelings, torn. i. p. 26. ad Heliodor* 
1% 120^ ad Ocean« Phttoftorgius (1. ix* c. %:) mentions this irruption^. 

They 
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CHAP- They advanced, by a fecret path, alolig the fliores 
of the Cafpian fea; traverfed the fnowy moun- 
tains of Armenia ; paifed the Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes, and the Halys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes ; 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif- 
turned the feftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach ; 
and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land 
prepared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embarka- 
tion. The memory of this invafion was ftill 
recent in the minds of the Orientals* The fub- 
jeds of Attila might execute, with fuperior forces, 
the defign which thefe adventurers bad fo boldly 
attempted; and it foon became the fubjefl of 
anxious conje£ture, whether the tempeft would 
fall > on the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia. 
Some of the great vaflals of the king of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arms with the "emperor, or rather with 
the general, of the Weft. They related, during 
Cheir reiidence at Rome, the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the 
Eaft. After paffing a defert and a morafs, fup- 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Moeotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and ar- 
rived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the 
confines of Media ; where they advanced as hv as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They 
encountered the Perfian army in the plains of 
JMedia ; and the air, according to their own ex- 

I preifion. 
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pre0IoD, was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But ^^^^^' 
the Huns were obliged to retire, before the num- w— ^/^^^ 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
cffefted by a diflferent road ; they loft the greai- 
eft part of their booty ; and at length returned 
to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient defire of revenge. 
In the ftte converfation of the linperial ambaf- 
fadors, whp difculTed, at the court of Attila, the 
charadler and defigns of their formidable enemy, 
the minifters of Conflantinoplcj expreffed their 
hope, that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the houfe of Saffan. The more faga- 
cious Italians admonifhed their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fuch a hope, and 
convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refiftit^ the arms of the Huns ; 
and, that the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius, 
Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful 
and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate 
and captive Romans, who would then be en- 
compaffed, on all fides, by the empire of the 
Huns '\ 

While the powers of Europe and Alia were Tbejrat. 
folicitous to avert the impending danger, the ^^l^i^\^^ 

alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the empire, 

A.D.44X, 

&c 
'7 See the miglnal conveifatiou in Piifcus^ p. 64> 65. 
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CHAP, poffefllon of Afi-tca. An enterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Rav^ma suid 
Conftantinopk, for the recovery of that valuable 
province; and the ports of Sicily were already 
filled with the military and naval forces of Theo<« 
dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who fpread bis 
liegociations round the world, prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the king of the Huns ta 
invade the Eaftern empire; and a trifiing inci* 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of a 
deftruftive war *'. Under the faith of the treaty 
of Margus, a free market was held on the north* 
em fide of the Danube, which was protefted 
by a Roman fortrefs, furnamed Conltantia.' A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial fe* 
curity ; killed, or difperfed, the unfufpe&ing 
traders ; and levelled th& fortrefs with th^ ground. 
The Huns juftified this outrage as an ad of r&- 
prifal ; alleged, that the biflbop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difcover and Real a 
fecret treafure of their kings; and fternly de- 
manded the guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoil^ 
and the fugitive fubjeds, who had efcaped from 
the juftice of Attila. The refufal of the Byzantine 

'^ Prifcus, p. 331, His hiftory contained a copious and ekgaftc 
account of the war (EFagrius, 1. i. c. 17.) ; but the extrafts whic^ 
relate to the embaiTics aie the only parts that have reached our times. 
The original work was accefiible, however, to the writers, from 
whom we borrow our itnpeifc^ knowiedgc, Jornandes, Thcopbanes, 
Count Marctllinu?, Profper-Tyio, and the author of the Alexait- 
drian, or Pafchal, Chionicle, M. de Buat (fiift. des Peoples tfc 
TEurope, torn. vii. c. xv.) has examined the caufe, the circumltancet« 
and the duration, of this war; and will not allow it to extend be« 
yond the year four hundred and forty. four. 

5 ^ court 
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court was the fignal of warj and the Mae- ^xxfv^* 
i];ua8 at firft applauded the generous firmnefs of 
their, fovereign. But they were foon intimidated 
by the deftrudion of Vitoiniacum and the adja- 
cent towns; and the people was perfuaded to 
adopt the convenient maxim, that a private citi* 
s^n, however innocent or refpedable; may be 
juftly iacrificed to the fafety of his country. The 
bi(hop of Margus, who did not poflefst the fpirie 
of a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which 
he fufpe£ted. He boldly treated with the princes 
of the Huns ; fecured, by folemn oaths, his par- 
don and rewkrd ; pofted a numerous detachment 
of Barbarians, in filent ambufh, on the banks of 
the Danube ; and, at the appointed hour, opened, 
with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal 
city» This advantage, which had been obtained 
by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more ho« 
iiQurable and decifive vi^ories. The Illyriaxi 
frontier was covered by a Une of caftles and for- 
tTefles; and though the greateft part of them 
confifte4 only of a fingle tower, with a fmall gar- 
rifon^ they were commonly fufficient to repel, or 
to^ intercept, the inroads of an enemy, who was 
^norant of the art, and impatient of the delay, 
of a regular fiege. But thefe flight obftacle$ 
Were inftantly fwept away by the inundation 
of the Huns **. They deftroyed, with fire and 
Iword, the populous cities of Sirmium and Singi« 

>9 Procopiuf, de Edificiit, 1. it. c. 5. Thefe fortreffts were after- 
i9«rd4 reftored, ftrengchened, and enlarged by the emperor Juilinian j 
but they were ibon deftroyed by th« Abarcs^ who iuccteded to thf 
fower and poficfiioovdMw Httos. 

, E 2. dunum. 
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CHAP, dunum, of Ratiaria and Marcianapoli^, of- Ha- 
^^— ^-^ iffus and Sardica ; where every circumftabce, -in 
the difcipline of the people, and the cohftruftioH 
of the buildings, had been gradually adapted to 
and ravnge the fole purpofc of defence. The whole breadth 
fara^s'con. ^^ Europc, as it . cxtoids above five- hundred 
ftantinopie. miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was zt 
once invaded, and. occupied, and defolated^ by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attikt led into 
the field. The pubHc danger and diffrefs coukt 
not,' however, provoke Theodpfius to interrupt 
his amufements and devotion, or to appear ki 
perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But? 
the troops, which had been fent againft Gcnferic,' 
were haftily recalled from Sicily; the garrifons,' 
on tlie fide of Perfia, were exhaufted ; and a 
military force was colleSed in 'Europe, formid- 
able by their arms and numbers, if the generals 
bad underftood the fcience of command, and 
their foldiers the duty of obedience. The ar» 
mies of the Eailern empire were vanquiihed in 
three fucceffive engagements ; and the progrefar 
of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle.' 
The two former, on the banks of the Utus, and 
Vrider the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought 
in the extenfive plains between the Danube and 
Mount Haeraus. As the Romans were prefled* 
by a viftorious enemy, they gradually, and^un- 
fkilfuUy, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace ; and that narrow peninfula, the laft ex- 
tremity of the land, was marked by their thjrd, 
;ind irreparable, defeat. By the deftru£tion of 

II * this 
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this arrtiy, AttHa acquired the indifputable pof ^Jt^ ^* 
.feflion of the field. From the Hellefpont to ^^— /-*il> 
.Thermopylns, and the fuburbs of ConftantihQple, 
he ravaged, without refiftance, and without 
mercy^ the province* of Thrace and Macedonia. 
.Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, efcape 
this dreadful irruption of the Huns ; but the 
words, the mofl: exprefljve of total extirpation 
and erafure, are applied to the calamities which 
they i^flifted on feventy cities of the Eaftern em- 
pire *°. Theodofius, his court, and the unwar- 
Hke people, were protefted by the .walls of Con- 
ftantinople,; but thofe walls had been {haken by a 
recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-eight towers 
had opened a large and tremendous breach. The 
damage indeed was fpeedily repaired ; but this 
accident was aggravated by a fuperftitious fear, that 
Heaven jtfelf had delivered the Imperial city 
to the (hepherds of Scythia, who were ftrangers to 
the laws, the language, atid the religion, of the 
Romans *'• . 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires TheScy. 
of the South, rhe Scythian fhepherds have been xanar 
uniformly aftuated by a favage and deftrudive wars. 
fpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exercife 

«o Septuaginta civitates (fnys Profper-Tyro) deprsedatione vafta- 

tac. The language of count Marcel lin us is (till more forcible, 

'Pene totam Eurupam, \nvACis cxctfifjui civitatibus atquc caftcllis, 

*' Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 106, 107.) has 
paid great attention to this memorable earthc^uake.; which vms felt as 
i9T fromConftaiitinople as Antioch and Alexandria, and is celebrated 
by srfl the ccclefiafticai writers. In the hands of a popular preacher, 
an earthquake is an engine 6f admirable eifefl, * 
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^xxxv' of national rapine and niurder, are founded 
on two principles of fubftantial interefl: ; the 
knowledge of the permanent benefits which may 
be obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueft ; and 
ajuft apprehenfion, left the defolation which we 
inflift on the enemy's country, may be retaliated 
on our own. But thefe confiderations of hope 
and fear are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate 
of nations. The Huns of Attila may, without 
injuftice, be compared to the Moguls and Tar- 
tars, before their primitive manners were changed 
by religion and luxury ; and the evidence of 
Oriental hiftory may refleft fome light on the 
fhort and imperfed annals of Rome. After the 
Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of 
China, it was ferioufly propofed, not in the hour 
of victory and paffion, but in calm deliberate 
cotmcil, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that 
populous country, that the vacant land might be 
converted to the pafture of cattle. The femnefs 
of a Chinefe mandarin *% who infinuated forrte 
principles of rational policy into the mind of 
Zingis, diverted him from the execution of thrs 
horrid drfign. But in the cities of Afia, whJch 
yielded to the Moguls, the inhuman abufe of 
the rights of war was cxercifed, with a regular 

** lie reprefcntcd to the emperor of the Moguls, that the fci^r 
provinces (Tefchtli, ChaiUong, Chanfi, and Ltaotong) vvhtch ^e 
alieac!y poirf{r.(i, migiu annu.4i!y produce, under a iniid adiaini- 
i^ration, 500,000 ounces of hUer, 400,000 mcafuies of rice^ anil 
2oo,ooo pieces of filk. Gauhil. Hid, de la DynalHe des M<tegous, 
p. 58, 59. Yclutchoufay (iuch wtis the nnme of tlie mandarin^ was 
a wift^aiul viftuous mioiftcr> who laved his countjy^and civilized tb^ 
conqutrt^jrt. 
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form of difciplme, which may, with equal reafpn, 
though not with equal authority, be imputed to 
the vidorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had 
fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to 
evacuate their houfes, and to aiTemble in fome 
plain adjacent to the city ; where a divifion was 
made of the vanquiihed into three parts. The 
firfl: clafs confifted of the foldiefs of the garrifon, 
and of the young men capable of bearing arms ; 
and their fate was inftantly decided : they were 
either eniifted among the Moguls, or they were 
maflacred on the fpot by the troops, who, with 
pointed fpears and bended bows, had formed a 
circle round the captive multitude. The fecond 
clafs, compofed of the young and beautiful wo- 
men, of the artificers of every rank and pro- 
feflion, and of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expe£ted, was diftributed in equal or proportion- 
able lots. The remainder, whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs. to the conquerors, were .per- 
mitted to return to the city ; which, in the mean 
while, had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; 
and a tax was impofed on thofe wretched in- 
habitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
when they were not confcious of any extraordinary 
rigour*'. But the moft cafual provocation, the 
flighteft motive, of caprice or convenience, often 

*3 Particular inftanoes would h^ endlefs ; 1>ut the curious reader 
Aisy confuU the life of Gengifcan, by Petit de.la Croix, the Hittoire 
ilei Mongou», and the fifteenth book of the Uiftory of the Huot. 

E '4 pro- 
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c H A t?. provoked them to involve a whole people in 
an indifcrimjiiate maflfacre: and the rum of fome 
flourilhiBg cities was executed with ftich unrelent- 
ing perfeverance, that, according to their own 
vexpreffion, horfes might run, without ftumbling, 
over- the ground where they had once flood. 
/The three great capitals of Khorafan, Maru, 
Neifabotir, and Herat, were deftroyed by thg • 
armies of Zingis ; and the exaft account, which 
-was taken of the flain, amounted to. four millions 
three hundred and forty.feven thoufand petfons **» 
Tiiftur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a left 
barbarous ag^, and iT\ the profeffion of the Ma* 
hometan religion : yet, if Attila equalled the 
lioftile ravages of Tamerlane *% either the T2U"tar 
or the Hun might deferve the epithet of the 
Scourge OF GoD*^ 

*4 At Mam, t^-joOjCoo ; at Hent, T,6qo,ooc; rt Neifabour, 
1,74.7,000. D'Herbflot, Bibfiothfque Ori>ntale, p. 380, 381 . I ufe 
the orfhograpUy of <rAnville*s mhps. ]^t miiA however he allow<t!» 
ihat the Pcifians were diTpofed to cxacgeralc tlurir lo/Tes, and the 
Moguls to mag:nify their eicpJoits. 

*y Chfrefeddin AH, his fervile panegyrift, wowld nfFord us many 
horrid examples. In his camp before Deiin, Timur m^Saer^d 
100,000 Indian prifoners, who had fmiied when the armyof.lheir 
countrymen appeared in fight (Hift. de Timur Per, torn. iii. p. 90.)- 
Thc people of Ifpahan fupplied 70,000 human fculls for the ftrufture 
of feveral lofry towers (id. torn. i. p. 434..), A fimilar J;a>^ was 
Jevied on the revolt of Bagdad (torn. iii. p. 370 ) j and the exft 
account, which Cherefeddin w^r not ablc^o procure from llic proper 
officersi is fjt&ted by another hilforiav^ (Abcned Ar&hfiadaj^ torn* ii. 
p. 175. verf. Manger) at 90,000 beads. 

*6 The ancients, Jornande?, Prifcui, &c. are ignorant of this 
epithet. The modern Hungarian? have imagined, fh?^t it was applied, 
by a hermit of Gaul, to Attila, who was pleafed to infert it among the 
tiUcs of his royal dignit/. Maftou, ix. 23. and Tillcmont, Hift. ctcs 
Empcrcur?, torn, vi, p. 143, 
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It may be affirmed, with bolder affurancc, that ^xx^^*** ! 

the Huns depopulated the provinces of the em^ ^^—-v-^o I 

pire, by the number of Roman fubjcfts whom ^^^^l^^^ 
they led away into* captivity. In the hands of ai tirw. , 

.wife legiflator, fiich an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to diffufe, through the deferts 
of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and or- 
namental arts ; but thefe captives, who had been ! 
taken in war, were accidentally difperfed among I 
the hords, that obeyed the empire of Attila, i 
The eftimate of their refpeftive value w\s form- 
ed by the fimple judgment of unenlightened, 
and unprejudiced. Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underftand the merit of a theologian, 
profoundly ikilled in the coBtroverfies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they refpeftcd 
the roinifters of every religion ; and the aftive 
•zeal of the Ghriftian miflionaries, without ap- 
proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo- 
narch, fuccefsfuUy laboured in t4ie propagation 
of the gofpel*^ The paftoral tribes, who were 
ignorant of the diftinftion of landed property, 
muft have difregarded the ufe, as well as the 
abufe, of civil jurifprudence; and the Ikill of 
^n eloquent lawyer could excite only their con- 
tempt, or their abhorrence". The perpetual 

inter- 

*7 The miflionaries of St, Chryfoftom had converted grear num- 
bers of the Scythian?, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and 
waggons, Theodoret, I. v, c. ^i. Photins, p. 1517. Tht Ma- 
humt-tansi the Net^orians,, and the X^atin Chriiiians, thought them- 
felves feciire of gaining the Tons and gr.^ndfons oi Zingis, i^rho treat* 
cd the rival miHionaries with impartial favour, 

*8 The Germans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, liad 
been particirlai'ly offended with the Roman l^ws and iawyer$. One 

of 
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^xxxiv' ^t^courfe of the Huns and the Goths had com* 
municated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national dialers ; and the Barbarians were ambi* 
tious of converfing in^ Latin, the military idiom, 
eyen of the Eaftcrn' empire **. But they difdain* 
ed the hnguage, and the fciences» of the Gteifts ; 
sold the vain fophift, or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find, that his robuft fervant was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and 
elleemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
tlie Huns, An architect. In the fervice of One* 
gelius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em* 
ployed to conftruct a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury ; and the trades 
of the fmith, the carpenter, the armourer, were 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
with the ufeful inftruments of peace and war. 
But the merit of the phyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refpeft; the Barbarians, 
who defpifed death, might be apprehenfive' of 
dtfeafe; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prefence of a captive, to whom he afcribed, 
perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 

of the Barbarians, after the efPeflual precautions of cutting out the 
tongue of an ^dvocate, and fewing up his mouth, obferved, with 
much fatisfa^lion, that the viper couid no Jonger hifs. Florus, ir« 

*9 Prifcus, p. 59. It ihould feem that the Huns preferred the 
Gothic and Latin languages to their ownj which was r probably ii 
^aidi and barren idiom. * 

• preferving, 
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preferving, his Kfe'^ The Huns might be pro- 
voked to infult the mifery of their ilaves, over 
'whom they exercifed a defpotic command"; but 
thw manners were not fufccptible of a refill- 
ed fyftem of oppredion ; and the efforts of cou- 
rage and diligence were often recompenfed by 
the gift of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whofe 
^mbafly is a fource of curious inftru6Hoh, was 
accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger, 
who faluted him in the Greek language, but 
wlKife drefs and figure difplayed the appearance 
of a wealthy Scythian. In the fiege of Viminia- 
cum, he Jiad loft, according to his own account^ 
his fortune and liberty : he became the ilave of 
OnegeiiiaS; but his faithful fervices, againft the 
Romans and the Acatzires, had gradually railed 
him to the rank of the native Huns ; to whom 
he was attached by the domeilic pledges of a new 
wife and feveral children. The fpoils of war had 
teftored and improved his private property; he 
was admitted to the table of his former lord; 
and the apoftate Greek bleflfed the hour of his 
caj^vity^ iince it had been the introdufUon to 


i^ Fhiltp de Comines^ in his admirable p^flure of the laft n)o- 
ments of Lewi^ XI.^(Meiiioircs, 1. vi. c. ix.) reprefents the info* 
lence of bit phyikiao, who, in five mouths, extorted 54>ooo crowns, 
and a rich biihopric, from the ftern. avaricious tyrant. 

V PrifcDs (p. 6i.) extoU the equity of the Roman laws, which 
protf^cd the life of a <Uve. Occidere fulent (fays Tacitus of the 
Germans) non difciplina et feveritate, fed impetu et ira, ut inimicum, 
niA quod impune. De Moribus Germ. c. 25. The Ueruli, who 
were the fubje^s of Auila, claimed, and exercifed, the power of 
life, and deatl^ over their flave^, S^'e « remarktblc tiitlftiice in the 
fecond book of Agathiatf 
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^ \'^ ^' *^^ hsippy ^^d independent (late ; which he held 
^^— ^v-*-^ by the honourable tenure of mihtary fervice. 
This refleclion naturally produced a difpute on 
the .advantages, and defeSs, of the Roman g6- 
.varnm^nt, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apo^e, and defended xby Prifcus in a prolix and 
, feeble declamation. The freedman of Onegefius 
cxpofed, in true and lively colours, the vices' of a 
declining, empire, of which he had fo long been 
.the vidim; the cruel abfurdity of the Raman 
,pripLces, unable to proted their fubjecls againft 
the public enemy, unwilling to truft theni with 
arms for their own defence ; the intolerable 
.weight of taxes, rendered ftill more oppreffive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of coJledion ; 
the obfcurity of numerous and contradiftory. laws ; 
. . the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings; the partial admii^iftration of ju^ice; 
and the univerfal corruption, which increafed the 
influence of the rich, and aggravated the mif- 
fortunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the bread of 
the fortunate exile ; and he lamented, with a flood 
gf tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magiftrates, 
who had perverted the wifeft and mod falutary in- 
ftitutions '*. 
Treaty of The timid, or felfifli, policy of the .Weftera 
ntem^At- R^^^^us had abandoned the Eaftern empire to the 
riiaamithe liuns **. The lofs of armies, and the want of 

A D ^46 '*" whoie coiiveiT«!ion in Prifctif, p. 50 — 62, 

1? Nov^ itermivOritntiafltirgitruinn .• , « . c]tnim nulla ab Ofc- 
cidcntaiibus feiref^twr anxiJia. J^rofper-Ty^o compofcd bis Chronitle 
in the Weft; ami hu oblVivatlon implies a-eenfuie. " 

difclpline. 
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difcipline, or virtue, were not fappKedby the ^Ji^.y' 
perfonal charaAer of the monarch. Theodofius 
might ftiH affeft the ftyle, as well as the title, of 
Invincible Augnjfiis; but he was reduced to folkit 
the clemency of Attila, who imperioufly dictated 
thefe harfli and humiliating conditions of pcace^ 
I. The emperor of the Eaft refigned, by an ex» 
prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im- 
portant territory, which ftretched along the. 
fouthern banks of the Danube, from Singidunum 
or Belgrade, as far as Novae, in the diocefe of- 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey; but, from 
the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation 06 
the national market, it foon appeared, that he* 
comprehended the ruined city of Naiffus within 
the limits. of his dominions. II. The king of the 
Huns required and obtained, that his tribute or 
fiibfidy (hbuld be augmented from feven hundred 
pouncis of gold to the annual fum of two thou- 
&nd one hundred ; and he flipulated the imme- 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine, that fuch a de- 
mand, which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
private wealth, would have been readily difcharged 
by the opulent empire of the Eaft; and the 
public diftrefs . affords a remarkable proof of the. 
impoverifhed, or at leaft of the diforderly ftate, 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paffage, through the fouleft 

channels. 
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CHAP, ch^iuiels, to the treafury of Conftantmople. The 

XXXI V* . 

revenue was diilipated by Theodofiuf, and hisr 
iavourites, in wafteful and profufe luxury ; which 
yrzs difgui&d by the names of Imperial magni« 
ficence, or Chriftian charity. The immiediate 
fopplies had been exhaufted by the unforefeen 
aeceffity of military preparations* A perfonal 
contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im* 
pofed on the members of the fenatorian order, 
was the only expedient that could difarik, with* 
out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of At* 
tila: and the poverty of the nobles compelled 
them to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing 
to public auftion the jewels of their wives, and 
th6 hereditary ornaments of their palaces'*. 
III. The king of the Huns appears to have efta- 
bMied, as a principle of national jurifprudence, 
that he could never lofe the property, which he' 
had onee acquired, in the perfons who had 
yielded either a voluntary, or reluftant, fubmi& 
lion to his authority. From this principle he 
concluded, and the conclufions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had beea 
taken prifoners in war, Ihould be.releafed with- 
out delay, and without ranfom ; that every Ro- 
man captive, who had prefumed to efcape, ihould 
purchafe his right to freedom at the price of 
twelve .pieces of gold ; and that all the Barba* 

14 According to the dffcrlption, or rather inve£livc of Cfaryfodom, 
an au6li6n oF Byzantine luxury muft have been very produAive. 
Every wealthy houfe potfeiTed a ftmicircular table of maffy filvert 
fuch as two men tould fcarcely lift, a vafe of foJid gold of the weigbf 
oi foi ty pcundSy cup$» diibcs of the lame metaly &c. 

lians. 
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tians, who had dcfertcd the ftandard of Ahila» xxxtv^* 
ihould be reftored, without any promife^ or fti- ^^---v^w 
pulation, of pardon. In the execution of this 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial offi* 
cers were forced to maflacre feveral loyal and 
noble deferters, who refufed to devote themfelves 
to certain death; and the Romans forfeited all 
reafonable claims to the friendfliip of any Scy« 
thian people, by this public confeffion, that they 
were deflipite either of faith, or power, to prote^ 
the fuppliant^, who had embraced the throne of 
Theodofius ". 

The firmnefs of a fingle town, fo obfcure. Spirit of 
that, except on this occafion, it has never been Jj^j^^**,, 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer, ex<* * 
pofed the difgrace of the emperor and empire* 
Azimus, or Azimuntium, a fmall city of Thrace 
on the Illyrian borders '% had been diftinguiflied 
by the martial fpirit of its youth^ the ikill and 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen^ 
and their daring exploits againft the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbarians. Inftead of tamely ex« 

IS The articles of the treaty, exprefied without much order or 
yrecifion, may be found in Prifcus (p. 34^ 35, 36* 37. 53, &c.). 
Count Marcellinos difpcnfcs fonie comfort, by obferving, ift, 
nai Attila hifTifclf foHcited the peace and prefents, which he had 
formerly refufed j and »dly, That^ about the f»me time, the am- 
bafladors of India prefented a fine large tame tyger to the emperor 
^heodcHus. ^ 

^^ Prifcus, p. 35, 36. Among the hundred and eighty-two forts, 
or caftles, of Thrace, -enumerated by Procopius (de Edificiis, I. iv. 
c. xi. tom. ii. p. 9*. edit. Paris), there is one of the name oi Bfmn^ 
tea, whofe pofition is doubtfully marked, in the neigh1x}urhood of 
Anchialus, and the Euxine Sea. The name and walls of Aiimun- 
tittm might fubfift till the reign of Juftinian; but the race of its 
brave defenders had been xarcfully extirpated b> the jealoufy of the. 
Homan princes. 

pedmg 
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xxxfv'*' pe<9:irig their approach, thfe Azimuntines attack-' 
ed, in frequent and fuccefsful fallies, the troops 
of the Huns, who gradually declined the- danger- 
ous neighbourhood ; refcucd from their hands th6 
fpoil and the captives^ and recruited their domet 
tic force by the voluntary affociation of fugitives 
and deferters* After the conclufion of the treaty j 
•Attila ftill menaced the empire with iriiplacable 
war, unlefs the Azimuntines were perfuaded, of 
compelled, to comply with the conditions which. 
their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of 
Theodofius confefled with fliame, and with trutb, 
that they no longer poffefled any authority over a 
iociety of men, who fo bravely afferted their na- 
tural independence ; and the king of the Huns 
eondefcended to negociate an equal exchange 
with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded" 
the reftitution of fome fhepherds, who, with their 
cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. A ftrict, 
though fruitlefs, inquiry was allowed : but the 
Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before 
they could recover two furviving countrymen, 
whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 
for the fafety of their loft companions. Attila, 
on his fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
folemn affeveration, that the reft of the captives 
had been put to the fword ; and that it was their 
conftant pradlice, immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters, vi^ho had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious diffimulation may be condemned, or 
excufed, by the cafuiftsj ^ the incline to the 

rigid 
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rigid decree of St. Auguftin, or to the milder chap. 
fentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoftom : but v^— v-w 
every foldier, every ftatefman, muft acknowledge, 
that, if the race of the Azimuntines had been 
encouraged and multiplied, the' Barbarians would 
have ceafed to trample on the majefty of the em- 
pire *^ 

It would have been ftrange, indeed, if Theo- Embaffiei 
dofius had purchafed, by the lofs of honour, a [[ia"lj^'" 
fecure and folid tranquillity ; or if his tamenefs Conftaa- 
had not invited the repetition of injuries. The '*"®P** 
Byzantine court was infulted by five or fix fuc« 
ceflive embailies " ; and the minifters of Attik 
were uniformly inftrufted to prefs the tardy or 
imperfeft execution of the laft treaty ; to produce 
the names of fugitives and deferters, who were 
ftill protefted by the empire ; and to declare, 
with feeming moderatbn, that unlefs their fove* 
reign obtained complete and immediate fatif- 
faftion, it would be impoffible for him, were it 
even his wife, to check the refentment of his war- 
like tribes. Befides the motives of pride and 
intereft, which might prompt the king of the 
Huns to continue this train of negociation, he 

•^7 TJie peevlih difpute of St. Jerom and St. Auguftin, who la- 
bottredf by different exi>edi<:nts, to reconciie the feming quarrel of the 
two apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, depends on the folution of an im- 
portant queftion (Middleton^s Works, vol. ii. p. 5— lo.), which has 
been frequently agitated by Catholic and Proteftant divines, and even 
by lawyers and philofophers of every age. 

2' Montefquieu (Confiderations for la Grandeur, &c« c. xix.) 
has delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fonrie of the moft ftriking 
ctrcumftancea of the pride of Attila, and the difgrace of the Romans. 
He defarvca the praife of having read the Fragments of Prifcus, which 
have been too much difregarded* 

Vol. VI. F was 
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xxx^ P- was influenced by the lefs honourable view of 
eliriching his favourites at the expence of his ene- 
mies. The Imperial treafury was exhaufted, to 
procure the friendly offices of the ambalfadors^ 
and their principal attendants, whofe favourable 
report might conduce to the maintenance of 
peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered by 
the liberal reception of his minifters ; he com- " 
puted with pleafure the value and fplendour of 
their gifts, rigoroufly exafted the performance of 
every promife, which would contribute to their 
private emolument, and treated as an important 
bufinefs of (late, the marriage of his fecretary 
Conftantius ". That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by -Stius to the king of the HunSs 
had engaged his fervlce ,to the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople, for the ftipulated reward of a wealthy 
and noble wife ; and the daughter of count Sa- 
turnlnus was chofen to difcharge the obligations 
of her country. The reluftance of the viftim, 
fome domeftic troubles, and the unjuft confif- 
cation of her fortune, cooled the ardour of her 
interefted lover ; but he ftill demanded, in the 
name of Attila, an equivalent alliance j and, after 
many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan- 
tine court was compelled to facrifice to this info* 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth^^ 
opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft 

39 See Prifcus, p. 69. 71, 72, &c. I would fain believe, that this 
adventurer was afterwards crucified by the order of Attila, on a fufpt* 
cion of treafonablc praflices 5 but Prifcus (p. 57.) has too plainly 
diltinguifhed two perfons of the name of Conftantius, who, from the 
fimiJar evciHs of their lives, might have been eafiljr confounded. 

illuf. 
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illuftribus rank, of the Roman matrons. For ^ ha p. 
thefe importunate and oppreffive embaffies. At- \— ^v-w 1 

tiia claimed a fuitable return: he weighed, with 
fufpicious pride, the charader and ftation of the 
Imperial envoys; but he condefcended to pro* 
mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to 
receive any minifters who had been invefted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this propofal, by reprefenting the defolate 
and ruined condition of Sardica ; . and even ven- 
tured to infinuate, that every officer of the army 
or houfehold was qualified to treat with the moft 
powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin*% a re- 
fpe&able courtier, whofe abilities had been long 
exercifed in civil and military employments, ac- 
cepted with reludance the troublefome, and, per- 
haps, dangerous commiffion, of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, 
the hiftorian Prifcus *', embraced the opportunity 
of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peacefuj 
and domeftic fcenes of life : but the fecret of the 

40 In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year 411, the wife and 
eloquent Ma3(imin had been the afTeflTor of Ardaburius (Socrates, 
]. vVu c. 10. )• When Marcian afcended the throne, the office 9f 
Great Chamberlain was bellowed on Maximin, who is ranked, in a 
pul)lic edifl, among the four principal minifters of ftate (Novell, ad 
Calc. Cod. Theod. p ^i.) He executed a civil and military com- 
nii£[ion in the Eaftern provinces ; and his death was lamented by the 
favagef of Ethiopia, whofe incurfions he had repreiTed. See Prifcus, 

p. 40,41- 

4-* Prifcus was a native of Panium in Thrace, and deferved, by his 

eloquence, an honourable place among the fophirts of the age. His 

llyzantine hii^ory, which related to his own times, was comprized 

in feven books. See Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, torn. vi. p. 235, 936. 

Notwithllanding the charitable judgment of the critics, I fufpe6l that 

Piifcus was a Pagan. 

F 2 cmbafly, 
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CHAP, emhiffy, a fatal and gmlty fecret, watt entru^ed 
w-/rw ooly to the interpreter Vigilius. Th6 two laft 
rtmbaflGidors of the Huns, Oreftes, a noble fub- 
jcfl: of the Pannoniaa province, and Edecon, a 
valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, re* 
turned at the faoae time &om Conflantinople to 
the royal camp. Their obfcure names were after- 
wards illuftrated by the extraordinary fortune and 
♦• ' the contraft of their fons ; the two fervants of 
Attila became the fathers of the laft Roman em- 
. peror of the Weft, and of the firft Barbarian king 
of Italy. 
The em. The ambafladors, who were fallowed by a nu- 
Maximin merous. train of men and horfes, made their firft 
lo Attila, haiU at Sardica, at the diftaace of three hundred 
'** * a»d fifty miles, or thirteen days journey, from 
Conftantinople, As the remains of Saxdica were 
ftjll inqluded within the liinits of the empire, it 
was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the 
duties of hofpitality. They provided, with the ' 
ailiftance of the provincials, a fufficient number 
of flieep and oxen ; and invited the Huns to a 
f})lendid, or, at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. 3ut the 
harmony of the entertainment was fobn difturbed 
by mutual prejudice and indifcretion. The great- 
nefs of the emperor and the empire was warmly 
maintained by their minifters ; the Huns, with 
equal ardour, aflerted the fuperiority of their 
vidorious monarch : the difpute was inflamed by 
the rafti and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who 
paffionately rejedled the comparifpn of a mere 
mortal with the divine Theodofius; and it was 
with extreme difficulty that Maximin and Prifcu^ 

were 
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were abk to divert the converfation, or to foothe 
the angry mJhds, of the Barbarians. When they 
rofe front table, the Imperial ambaflador 'pft- 
ktittd Edecoh and Oreftes^Svith ridi gifts of Tilk 
rofees znd Indian pearls, which they thankfully 
accepted. Ytt Grafted could not forbear infi-- 
Aoa'ting, thit be had not always been treated with 
fach refpefl: and liberality ; a^d the offenfive dif- 
t-inftion which was implied, between his civil 
oflSce and the hereditary rank of his colleague, 
feems to have niade Edecon a doubtful friend, and 
Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. After this 
entertainment, they travelled about one hundi*e3 
miles from Safdica to NaifTus. That flourifhing 
city, which had given birth to the great (Conftan- 
tine, was kvelled with the ground : the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed or difperfed ; and the ap- 
pearance of fome fick perfons, who were ftill per- 
mitted to exift among the ruins of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe the horror of the profpeft. 
The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones , of the flain ; and the ambaffadors, who 
direfted thiir cotirfe to the north-weft, were 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, be- 
fore they defcend^d into the flat and marfty 
grounds, which are terminated by the Danubfe; 
The Huns were mafters of the great river : their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hoK 
lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree ; the mff- 
nifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on the 
d^ofite bank ; and their Barbarian affociates 
immediately haftened to the camp of Attila, which 
was equally prepared for the amufements of 

F 3 huntings 
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CHAP, hunting, or of war. No fooner had Maximin 

XXXIV* 

•1; advanced about two miles from the Danube, 
than he began to experience the feftidious info- 
lence of the .conqueror. He was fternly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a pleafant valley, left he 
fliould infringe the diftant awe that was due to 
the royal manlion. The minifters of Attila preffed 
him to communicate the bufmefs, and the inftruc*- 
tionjs, which he referved for the ear of their fove- 
reign. When Maximin temperately urged the 
contrary praftice of nations, he was ft ill more 
confounded to find, that the refolutions of the 
Sacred Confiftory, thofe fecrets (fay§ Prifcus) 
which fliouId not be revealed to the gods them-: 
felves, had been treacheroufly difclofed to ,the 
public enemy. * On his refufal to comply with 
fuch ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy was: 
convmanded inftantly to depart: the order was 
recalled ; it was again repeated ; and the Huns 
' renewed their ineflFeflual attempts to fubdue the 
patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the 
interceflion of Scotta, the brother of Onegefius, 
whofe friendftiip had been pur chafed by a liberal 
gift, he was admitted to the royal prefence ; but, 
inftead of obtaining a decifivc anfwer, he vms 
compelled to undertake a remote journey to- 
wards the North, that Attila might enjoy the 
proud fatisfadion of receiving, in the fame camp, 
the ambaffadors of the Eaftern and Weftern em- 
pires* His journey was regulated by the guides, 
who. obliged him to halt, to haften his march, or- 
to deviate from the common road, as it beft fiiited 

the 
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the convenience of the King. The Romans ^Jl^J' 
who traverfed the plains of Hungary, fuppofe 
that they paffed feveral navigable rivers, either 
in canoes or portable boats ; but there is reafon 
to fufpeft, that the winding ftream of the Teyfs, 
or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in diflFerent 
places, under different names. ' From the conti- 
guous villages they received a* plentiful and regu-' 
lar fupply of provifions ; mead .inftead of wine, 
millet in the place of bread, and a certain liquor' 
named camus^ which, according to the report of 
Prifcus, wis diftilled froin barley**. Such fare 
miglit appear coarfe and indelicate to men who 
had taft^d the luxury of Conftantinople : but, in 
their accidental diftrefs, they were relieved by 
the gentlenefs and hoTpitality of the fame Bar- 
barians, fo terrible and fo mercilefs in war. The 
ambaifadors had encamped on the edge of a large 
morafs. A violent temped of wind and ram, of 
thunder and lightning, overturned their tents, 
immerfed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and fcattered their retinue, who wandered 
in the darknefs-of the night, uncertain of their 
road, and appreh^afive of fome unknown danger, 
till' they awakenf^U by their cries the inhabitants 
of a neighbouring ^ village, the property of the 

4A The Huns therafelves (iill continued to defpife the labours of 
agriculture 5 ihcy abufed the privilege of a viftorious nation j and 
the Gothsy their indulbious Cubjc^s who cultivated the earth, 
dreaded their ntighbourhuod, like that of fo many ravenous wolves 
(Prifcus, p. 450* I" ^^^ ^^'"*^ manner the Saits and Tadgics pro- 
vide for their own rubl'iltence, and for that of the Ufbcc Tartars, 
their lazy and rapacious fovereigns. See Genealogical Hiftory of the 
fariais, p. 4.23. 4.55, &c, 

F4 widow 
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^xxxiv ' ^y^w ^f BIpda. A bright illumination, and, ia 
v,ii,>>^^> a few moments, a comfortable fire of reeda, wa$ 
Hindled by their officious benevolence : the wants, 
and eyen the defires, of the Romans were libe- 
rally fatisfied; and they feem to have been em* 
barrafTed by the fmgular pc^tencifs of Bieda's 
widow, who added to her other favours the gift, 
or at lead the loan, of a fufficient number of b^au^ 
tiful a|id obfe(|pious damfels. The fun-fhiap 
of the fucceeding day was dedicated to repofe; 
to colled: and dry thie bagg^'ge^ and tQ tbe rffrefh* 
xnent of the men and horfes i but, in the ^veQ« 
ing, before they purfued their joi^rney, the am^ 
baffadors e^prefTed their gratitude to the boun-» 
tepus lady of the vijjage, by a very acc^table pren 
lent of filver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, an4 
Indian pepper. Soon after this adventure, they re- 
joined the march of Attil^, froo^ whoto they ha4 
been feparated about fix days i and. llowl^ p^ro- 
ceeded to the capital of an empire, which did not:, 
contain, in the ipace of feveral thoufaxid mil^s^ 
a fingle Qijty. 
The royal As far as we may afcertain the. vagUjp and pb- 
pibw/"'' ^^-^^ geography of Prifcus, tM^ icapital app^dn^ 
to have be^n featcd between Aht D^Bube, th<^ 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plams oC 
Upper Hungary, and moft probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or Tokay *'. In 

41 It is fevident, that Prifcus paffed the Danube and theTcyfs, and 
that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian Hills. Agria, To- 
kay, and Jazberin, are fituated in the plains cir^umfcribed by this 
ifefinition. M. de Boat (Hiftoire des Peuplcs, &c torn. vii. p. 461 .) 
has chofen Tokay 1 Otrokofci (p. iSo. apud Mafcou, ix. »3.), ai 
learned Hungarian, has preferred Jssheiini a p}ac« tbetlt tbirty*fije 
miles weftward of Bnda and the Danube, 

its 
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it$ origin it could be no more than an accidental c h.a p., 
camp, which, by the long and frequent refidence"^ 
of Attila, had infenfibly fwelled into a huge vil- 
lage, for the reception of his court, of the troops 
who followed his perfon, and of the various mul- 
titude of idle or induftrious flaves and retain* 
ers**. The baths, conftruAed by Onegefius, 
were the only edifice of ftone ; the materials had 
been tranfported from Pannonia^ and fi nee the 
adjacent country was deftitute even of large tim- 
ber, it may be prefumed, that the meaner ha^ 
bitations of the royal village confided of ftraw, 
of mud, . or of canvas. The wooden houfes of the 
more ilUftrious Huns, were built and adorned 
wkh fud^ magnificence, according to the rank, 
the fortune^ or iht tafte of the proprietors. They 
feem to have beeii diftributed with fome degree 
of order tod ^mmetry ; and each fpot became 
moFe honourable, as it approached the perfon of 
the fovereign, . The palace of Attila, which fur- 
pafied all other houfes in his dominions, was built 
entirely of wood, and covered an ample fpace of 
ground* The outward enclofure was a lofty wall, 
or pallifade, of. fmboth fquare timber, interfered 
with high towers, but intended rather for orna- 
ment than defence. This wall, which feems it 

44 The royal village of Attila may be compared to the city of Ka- 
racorum, the refidence of the fucceflfors of Zingis; which^ though it 
appears to have been a more itable habitation, did not ec^isai the iJzc 
or fplendor of the town and abbey of St. Dcnys } in the 13th century 
(fee Riibniquts, in the Hiftoire Geperale des Voyages, torn. vii. 
p. «S6.}. The camp of Auiengzebe, a8 it is fo agreeably dtfcribe^ 
by Hernier (torn. ii. p. 217 — 235>}» blended the manners of Scythia 
with the magnificence and luxury of Hindottan. 

h^ve 
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CHAP, have .encircled the declivity of a hill, compre* 
hended a great variety of woodeii edifices, adaptr 
ed to the ufes of royalty. A feparate houfe was 
afligned to each of the numerous wives of At- 
tila ; and, inftead of the * rigid and illiberal con- 
finement impofed by Afiatic jealoufy, they po- 
litely admitted the Roman ambaffadors to their 
prefence, their table, and even to the freedom 
of an innocent embrace. When Maximin offered 
kis prefents to Cerca, the principal queen, he ad- 
mired the fingular architeSure of her manfion, 
the height of the round columns, the fize and 
beauty of the wood, which was curioufly fliaped, 
er turned, or polilhed, or carved ; and his at- 
tentive eye wa^ able to difc6ver fome tafte in 
the ornaments, and fome regularity ii^ the pro- 
portions. After pafiing through the- guards who 
watched before the gatej the atnbaffadors were 
introduced into the private apartment of Cerca. 
The wife of Attila received their vifit fitting, or 
father lying, on a fcft couch ; tlie floor was co- 
Tered with a carpet ; the domeftics formed a cir- 
cle round the queen ; and her damfels, feated oil 
the ground, were employed in working the vatie- 
gated embroidery which adorned the drefs of the 
Barbaric 'Warriors* The Huns were ambitious of 
difplaying thofe riches which were the fruit and 
evidence of their victories: the trappings of their, 
horfes, their fvvords, and even their fhoes, were 
fludded with gold and precious iloaes ; and 
their tables were profufely fpread with plates, and 
goblets, and vales of gold and Clver, which had 

beea 
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bean fefliioned by the labour of Grecian artifts. ^JLjf;^* 
The monarch alone aflumed the fuperior pride of sJ--v--^ 
ftill adhering to the fimplicity of his Scythian an- 
ceftors *^ The drefs of Attila, his arms, and the 
furniture of his horfe, were plain, without orna- 
ment, and of a fingle colour. The royal table wa$ 
ferved in wooden cups and platters; flefh was his 
only food; and the conqueror of the ^orth never 
tafted the luxury of bread. 

When Attila firft gave audience to the Rb- Thcbeha. 
man ambaffadors on the banks of the Danube, ^aHa^to 
his tent was encompafled with a formidable guard. ^^^ Roman 
The monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden dors. 
chair. His ftern countenance, angry geftures, and 
impatient rone, aftoniffied the firmnefs of Maxi- 
min ; but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble, 
fince he diftinftly underftood the menace, that 
if Attila did not refpeft the law of nations, he 
would nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, 
and leave his body to th.e vultures. The Barba- 
rian condefcended, by producing an accurate lift, 
to cxpofe the bold falfehood of Vigilius, wha 
had aflSrmed that no more than feventeen deferters 
could be found. But he arrogantly declared, 
that he apprehended only the dlfgrace of con- 
tending with his fugitive flaves ; fmce he defpifed 
their impotent efforts to defend the provinces 
which Theodofius had ehtrufted to their arms: 

45 When the Moguls dif|>layecl the fpoils of Afia, in the c|iet of 
Toncat, the throne of Zingis was dill covered with the original hiacic 
felt carpet, on which he hud been feated, *;vhen he was rai&d to the 
consmand of his warlike countrymen. See Vie de Gcngifcan, 1. iv. 
c. 9. 

" For 
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c H. A P. *^ For what fortrefs" (added Atdla), " what city, 
*' in the wide extent of the Roman empire, cam 
** hope to exift, fecure and impregnable, if it 
*' is our plenJure that it (hould be erazed from 
" the earth?** He difmiffed, however, the in- 
terpreter, who returned to Conftantinople with 
his peremptory demand of more complete refti- 
tution, and a more fplendid embafly. His din- 
ger gradually fubfided, and his domeftic fatisfac- 
tion, in a marriage which he celebrated on the 
road with the daughter of Eflam, might perhaps 
contribute to mollify the natiye fiercenefs of his 
temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal 
village, was marked by a very fmgular cfere- 
inony. A numerous troop of women came out 
to meet their hero, and their king. They march- 
ed before him, diftribbted into long and regular 
files : the intervals between the files were filled by 
white veils of thin linen, which the women on 
either fide bore aloft in their hands, and which 
formed a canopy for a chorus of young virgind^ 
^ho chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian 
language. The wife of his favourite Onegefins^ 
with a train of female attendants, faluted Attila 
at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the 
palace; and offered, according to the cuftom of 
the country, her refpeftful homage, by intreating 
him to tafte the *wine and meat, which fhe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo- 
narch had gracioufly 'accepted her hofpitablc gift» 
his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height, as he fat on horfeback ; and At- 

tifa. 
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tila, when he had touched the goblet with his c h a p. 
. . xxxxv. 

h'ps, again faluted the wife of Onegefius, and con- v^^-^^^-w 

tinned his march. During his refidence at the 
feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in the 
reclufe idlenefs of a feragHo ; and the king of the 
Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity, without 
concealing his perfon from the public view. He 
frequently afTembled his council, and gave audi- 
ence to the ambafladors of the nations; and his 
people might appeal to the fupreme tribunal, which 
be held at ftated times, and, according to the 
eaftern cuftom, before the principal gate of his 
wooden palace. The Romans, both of the Eaft 
and of the Weft, were twice invited to the ban- 
quets, where Attila feafted with the princes and 
nobles of Scythia. Maximin and his colleagues The royal 
were flopped on the threftiold, till they had made * 
a devout libation to the health and profperity of 
the king of the Huns ; and were conduSed, after 
this ceremony, to their refpeftive feats in a fpa- 
cious hall. The royal table and couch, covered 
with carpets and fine linen, was raifed by feveral 
fteps in the midft of the hall ; and a fon, an uncle, 
or perhaps a favourite king, were admitted to 
(hare the fimple and homely repaft of Attila. Two 
Unes of fmall tables, each of which contained three 
or four guefls, were ranged in order on either hand ; 
the right was efteemed the moft ht)nourable, but 
the Romans ingenuoul'ly confefs, that they were 
placed on the left ; and that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain, moft probably of the Gothic race, pre- 
ceded the reprefentatives of Theodofius and Valen- 

I tinian. 
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CHAP, tinian; The Barbarian monarch received from hfS 
cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and cour- 
teoufly drank to the health of the moft diftinguifhed 
gueft ; who rofe fr&m his feat, and expreffed, in 
the fame manner, his loyal and refpeftful vows. 
This ceremony was fucceflively performed for all, 
or at leaft fot the illuftrious perfons of the af- 
fembly; and a confiderable time muft have been 
confumed, fince it was thrice repeated^ as each 
courfe of fervice was placed -on the table* But the 
wine ftill remained after the meat had been re- 
moved ; and the Huns continued to indulge their 
intemperance long after the fober and decent am- 
bafladors of the two empires had withdrawn them- 
felves from the nofturnal banquet. Yet before 
they retired, they enjoyed a Angular opportunity of 
obferving the manners of the, nation in their con- 
vivial amufements. Two Scythians flood before 
the couch of Attila, and recited the verfes which 
they had compofed, to celebrate his valour and 
his viftories. A profound filence prevailed in the 
hall ; and the attention of the guefts was captivated 
by the vocal harmony, which revived and perpe- 
tuated the memory of their own exploits : a mar- 
tial ardour flafted from the eyes of the warriors, 
who were impatient for battle ; and the tears of the 
old men expreffed their generous defpair, that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the field**. This entertainment, which might be 

46 If we may believe Pliiiarch (in Demetrlo, torn. v. p, 24.) it 
was the cyftoiu of iht Scythian?, when they irdulged io the pleaiurea 
of the table, to awaken their languid courage by ihe martial harmony 
of tvtanging their bow.ltrings. 

6 confidered 
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confidered as a fchool of military virtue, was fuc- %^^y* 
ceeded by a farce, that debafed the dignity of hu- 
man nature. A Moorifli and a Scythian buffoon 
fucceffively excited the mirth of the rude fpec* 
tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs, 
antic geftures, abfurd fpeeches, and the flrange 
unintelligible confufion of the Latin, the Gothic, 
and the Hurinic languages ; and the hall refound- 
ed with louH and licentious peals of laughter. la 
.the midft of this intemperate riot, Attila alone, 
without a change of countenance, maintained his 
ftedfafl: and inflexible gravity ; >?vhich was never 
relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the 
youngeft of his fons : he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal tendernefs, gently pinched 
him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affec- 
tion, which was juftified by the affurance of his 
prophets, that Irnac would be the future fup- ^ 
port of his family and empire. Two days afte - 
wards, th^ ambafladors received a fecond invita- 
tion; and they had reafon to praife the politenefs, 
as well as the hofpitality, of Attila. The king 
of the Huns held a long and familiar converfaiion 
with Maximin; but his civility was interrupted 
by rude expreflions, and haughty reproaches ; and 
he was provoked, by a motive of intereft, to fup- 
port, with unbecoming zeal, the private claims 
of his fecretary Conftantius. " The emperor*' 
(faid Attila) " has long promifed him a rich 
*' wife : Conftantius mud not be difappointed ; 
" nor (hould a Roman emperor deferve the name 
" of liar." On the third day, the ambafladors 

were 
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CHAP, ^ere difmifled; the freedom of fcveral captives 
K,^^^<^m^i was granted, for a moderate ranfom, . to their 
preffing entreaties ; aud, befides the royal pre* 
fents, ,they were permitted to accept from each 
of the Scythian nobles, the honourable and ufe- 
fal gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by the 
fame road, to Conftantinople ; and , though he 
was involved in an accidental difpute with Beric^ 
the new ambaffador of Attiia, he flattered himfelf 
that he had contributed, by the laborious journey^ 
to confirm the peace and alliance of the two na- 
tions *'. 

ConffHra. ^^^^ ^^^ Roman ambaflador was ignorant of 

cyofthe the treacherous defign, which ha(> been concealed 

againft the under the mafk of the public faith. The furprife 

tiia. ^*' ^^^ fatisfaftion of Edecon, when he contemplated 

the fplendour of Conftantinople, had encouraged 

the interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a fe- 

Cret interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius *% 

who governed the emperor and the empire. After 

fome previous converfation, and a mutual oath 

of fecrecy, the eunuch, who had not, from his 

47 The curious narrative of ihis cmbafly, which required few oh* 
fervations* and was not/ulceptible of any collateral evidence, may bff 
found in Prifcua, p. 49 — 70, but I hive rot confined inyfelf 10 the 
fame order 5 and I had previoufly extra6led the hifloncal cireum- 
Aances, which were lefs intimately conne6led.with the journey^ and 
bufineis, of the Roman ambaiTadors. 

4^ M. de Tilleniont has very properly given the fucceflion of 
Chamberlains, who reigned in the name of Theodofuis* Chryfa* 
phius; was the Ia(t, and, according to the unanimous evidence 4)f 
hiftbry, the worft of thefe favourites (fee Hill, des Empereurs, tons, 
vi. p. 117 — 119. Mem. Ecclef. torn, xv, p. 43t.), His partialitj^ 
for his gbdfather, the hereiiarch £utychcS| engaged hhu to peifecutc 
the orthodox party. 

own 
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own feelings or experience, imbibed any exalted 
notions of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe 
the death of.Attila, as an important fervice, by 
which Edecon might deferve a liberal fliare of the 
wealth and . luxury which he admired* The 
ambailador of the Huns liftened to- the tempting 
offer ; and profefled, with apparent {zeal, his abi- 
lity, as well as readinefs, to' execute the bloody 
deed : the defign was communicated to the maf* 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius 
confented to the aifaffination of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de* 
feated by the diifimulation, or the repentance, of 
£ldecon; and, though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon, which he 
feemed to approve, he dexterouily aflumed the 
merit of an eafly and voluntary confeffion. If we 
now review the embafly of Maximin, and the 
behaviour of Attila, we muft applaud the Bar* 
barian, who refpeded the laws of hofpitality, and 
generoufly entertained and difmifled the minifler 
of a prince who had confpired againft his life. 
But the rafhnefs of Vigilius will appear dill more 
extraordinary, fmce he returned, confcious of his 
guilt and danger, to the royal camp ; accom* 
panied by his fon, and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of ^old, which the favourite eu- 
.nuch had furniihed, to fatisfy the demands of 
£decon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The interpreter was inftantly lieized, and dragged 
be|bi;^^e the* tribunal of Attila, where he aflerted 
his inixocence with fpectious firmnefs, till the 
•Voi-lVI. G threat 
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CHAP, threat of inflldlinff luftiant death oh his fon, ex- 

XXXIV 

v^.-.v--*' torted from him a fincere difcoyery of the crimi- 
nal tranfaftion/ Under the name of rtofom or 
Coiififcation, the rapacious king of the Huns 
'accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a tfditor, whom he difdained to punlffi. He 
pointed bis juft indignation againft a nobler ob- 
Hc repri. ]^^' His ambaffadoTs Eflaw and Oreftes were 
mands and ifnmediately difpatched to Conftintinople, with a 
theEmpe- peremptory inftru^tioft, which it was much fafcr 
for them to execute thaTi to difobey. They boldly 
entered the Imperial prefepce, with the fatalpurfe 
hanging down from the neck of Cfreftes ; who 
interrogated the eunuch Chryfaphius, as he ftood 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. • But the ofiice of reproof was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eflaw, who gravely addreffed the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words ; " Theodofius is the 
** fon of an lUuftrious and refpeftablc parent : 
" Attila likewife is defcended from a tiobte r^ce i 
" and he has fupportcd, by his aftions, the digr 
" nity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
*• zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
nal honours, and, by confenting to pafy tribute^ 
has degraded himfelf to the condition of 1 
flave. It is therefore juft, that he ihouM reve- 
" rcnce the man whom fortune and merit have 
" placed above hiiti ^ inftead of attempting, Kkie 
** a wicked flave, clandeftinely tb confpire ^galtift 
*« his mafter." The fon of Arcadius, ^ho was 
accuftomed only to the voice *f fattery,' he&rd 

1-4 ' iirith 


cc 

<€ 


OF THE ROMAN EMFIRE. 83 

with afkmilhment the -feverc langu«ge of truth ; xxxfyf" 
he falufted and. trembled ; nor did he prefume "^^ 
diredly to refiife the head of Ghry%»hius, which 
Eflaw. and Oreftes were inftruded to demand. 
A folemn embafly^ armed with full powders and 
ms^ificent gifts, was haftily feat to deprecate 
the wfath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Analtoltus, two 
imni(lers of confular or patrician rank, of whom 
the one was great treafurer, and the other was 
-mafter- general of the armies of the Eafl:. He 
condefcended to meet thefe ambafladors on the 
banks of the river JDrehco^ and though he at firn: 
affeded a ftern and haughty demeanour, his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence aeud 
liberality. He condefcended to pardon the em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferv« the conditions of 
peace ; releafed a great number of captives ; 
abandoned the fugitives and defer ters to their 
fate ; and refigned a large territory to the fouth 
of tht Danube, which he had already exhaufted 
of its weakh and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war ; and the 
fubje£ls of Theodofius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreffive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have paid 

for his deftrudlion •^ ^,^- 

The 

49 This iecret confpiraty, and its ifii|»ortant confcq«enc€8, may 
b* traced in the |ragRicnt» of jprifcus, p. 57, ^St 39. .54* 7^* 7<» 7^* ^ 
TM^ chronology of that hiftorian i< not fixed by any preciie date } 

G 3, but 
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The emperor Tfieodofius did not long furvive 
the mofi; humiliating circumftance of an iiiglo- 

fiilTt^ ' ^^^^^ ^^^' "^ ^^ ^^^ rid"ig> ^ hunting, in the 

Younger neighbourhood of Conftantinopfe, he was thrown 

a! 0,450. f^^ bis horfe into the river Lycus : the fpine of 

July 28. the back was injured .by the fall; and he expired 

fome days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his 

age, and the forty-third of his reign ^^ His 

fitter Pulcberia, whofe authority had been mn* 

trouled both in civil and ecclefiattical affairs by 

the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was tina- 

nimoufly proclaini^d Emprefs of the Eafl i and 

the Romans, for the firtt time, fubmitted to a 

* female reign. No fooner had Pulcheria afcended 

the throne, than (he indulged her* own and the 

-public refentment, by an ad: of popuW juftice. 

Without any legal trial, the eunuch Chry£^hius 

was executed before the gates of the *tity ; and 

the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 

by the rapacious favourite, ferved only to haften 

and to juftify his puni(hmentV« Amidtt' the 

general acclamations of the clergy and people, 

the emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dtt"- 

advantage to which her fex was expofed ^ and (he 

but the feries of negociatlons between AttUa and the Ealtern empire, 
muft be included between the three or four yeais which are termi- 
nated A. D. 4.501 by the deatb of Theodofius. • 

50 Theodorus the Reader (i'ee Valef. Hill. Ecclef. torn. iti. p. $6^*), 
and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fall, without Tpecifying the 
injury : but the confequence wa^ fo likely to happeni and fo uiiTikdy 
to be invented, that we may fafely give credit to Nicephorus CalliftH9« 
a Greek gf the fourteenth century. 

31 Pulcheriae nutu (fays Couat Marcellinus) fua cum avaritift in* 
teremptus eft. She abandoned the eunuch to the pious rcfange ^ a 
fon> wkofe father had faffeied at his in^gatiqn. ^, • . .* 

wifely 
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wHcly refolved to prevent their imirmurs by the- ^xUaclv*' ' 
choice .of a colleague, who would always refpeft- '-ip-v-^»*> 
the fuperior rank and virgin chaftity of his wife, • 
She gave her hand to Marcian, a fenator, about and is fuc* 
fixty years of age, and .the nominal huftiand of JJ^^ctan^ 
Pulcheria was folemnly inverted with the Imperial Aug. as* 
purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or- 
thodox creed, as it was eftabliflied by the council 
of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life, and after- 
wards on the throne, may fupport a more rational 
belief, that he was qualified to reflore and in- 
vigorate an empire, which had been almofl: 
diffolved 'by the fucceffive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and 
educated to the profeffion of arms ; but Marcian's 
youth had been feverely exercifed by poverty 
and misfortune, fince his only refoiirce, when he 
firft arrived at Conftantinople, confided in two * 

hundred pieces of gold, which he had borrowed 
of a friend. He paffed nineteen years in the 
domeftic and military fervice of Afpar, and his 
fon Ardaburius ; followed thofe powerful generals 
to the Perfian and African wars ; and obtained, 
by their influence, the honourable rank of tri- 
bune and fenator. His mild difpofition, and 
ufeful talents, without alarming the jealoufy, re- 
commended Marcian to the eftef,m and favour, 
of hrs patrons : he bad feen, perhaps he had felt, 
the aby&s.of a venal and opprei&ve adminift ration ; 
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^xxxiv' ^^ ^^^ ^^ example gave weight and energy 
t5 the laws, which 'be promulgated fox the reform? 
ation of manners f\ 

9S Procopms, de Bell. Vandal. 1; i. c. 4.. Evagruift 1. ii. c« |« 
Theophanes, p» 9P> 9V. Novclf. ad Calcctn Cod. Thco^. lorn, vi, 
p, }o. The praife* which St. Leo and the Catholics have beftowe4 
on Marxian, are diligently tranferibed by iitroniuSf ^t fti pncoura«. 
iscnt for future pfinces. 


♦ . 
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' CHAP. XXXV. 

Jamajkn ofQatd by Aiti/a.-^He is repulfed by JEtius 
and the Vifigotks.'^jittila invades and ev^cu^es 
Italy *-^The Deaths of Attila^ JEtius y and Valen- 
tinian the Thirds 

• , 

-J T vras the opinion of Mardan, that war fiiould chap. 

-* be avoided^ as long as it is poiSble to pre- ^^Zjj 

ferve a fecure and honoufable peace ; bat it was A.ttiia 

l^wife his opinion^ that peace cannot be ho« Lth^emt 

iiourable or fecure, if the fovereign betrays a ?'»"«•» *n^ 

• ■ n • prepaics to 

pufitianimous averuon to war^ This temperate invade 
courage di&ated his reply to the deniiands of At- ^^[ _^ 
tila, who infolently prefled the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor Unified to the 
Barbarians, that they muft no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome, by the mention of a tribute ; 
that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming 
liberality, the faithful friendfliip of his allies ; but 
that, if they prcFumed to violate the public peace, 
they ihould feel that he poflfelfed troops, and 
arms, and refolution, to repel their attacks. ^ The 
lame language, even in the camp of the Huns, 
\xras ufed by his ambaifador ApoUonius, whofe 
. b^ refufal to deliver the prefent^, till he had 
been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed 
a fenfe of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
vhich Attila v^as aot prepared to expefl from the 

G 4 degenerate 
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c H A P. degenerate Romans ". He threatened to chaftife 
^— ^."W the rafli fucceflbr of Theodofius ; but he hefitated 
whether he fliould firft direfl: his invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited his decilion with awfal fafpenfe^ 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Gonftantinople ; and his . mimftefs 
falttted the two emperors with the fame haughty 
declaration. *^ Attila, my lord, ^nd f Ay lord > 
*' commands thee to provide a palace for -his 
** immediate reception*/* But as the Barbarian 
defpifedy or aflFeftcd /to defpife, the Romans of 
die Eafl:,. wliom he had fp often isanquiihed^' he 
foon declared his refolntion.'of iufpending. the 
eafy conqueft, till he had: ajtchieved a inorer. ^jkv 
rious and important enterprife. In.;the. mtsoor- 
rahle- irivafions of Gaul and Italy, the* Huns *w^? 
naturally, attiafted by the wealth and fef^tility ef 
thofe provinces ; but i the particular motives and 
provocations of Attita^ can only be explained by 
the (late of the'Wcftcm empire* under the x'eign 
Tof Valentinian, or, to fpeakmore correftly, und«r' 
the adminiftration of -ZEtius '* , 
Charaacr After the dfeath of his rival Boniface, i£tms 
had prudcndy retired to the tents of -the HuftS ; 


and admi- 
niftr^irion 


» See PrifcuR, p. 30. 7%, 

*' The* Alexandrian or Pafchal Chronicle, which introdiTccs thia 
haugluy mefTtge, during the lifetime of 'Theodoiiu*/ may hace anti- 
cipated the <ia(^>^ byt the du)l s^nnalift was incapable of inyeming the 
original and genuine fVyle of Attila. 

) The fecond 'bo6lc of the H?^oii« Critique de i*£tahHA*ontttt tfe 
)a Monarchic Frajv^oiie, iavA^'u p. il|p-^4t4-« tlirows gi«ttl»gfatin 
the {tare of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila \ but the ipgQnio.ys 
author, the Abbe Dubos, too often bewilders himfelf in fydeno and 
conjecture. . «, . . 

and 
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«2id he was indebted to their iailiance for his fafety 
and his .refioration* Inftead of the fuppliant Ian* 
guage of a guilty exile^ he folicited his pardon 
at the head of fixty thou&nd Barbarians ; and the 
^mprcfs Placidia^confeflbd, by a feeble refiftaoce, 
that the ccmdefcenfion,' which might have be^n 
sfcribed ta clemency^ was the effe£t of weakneis 
qr fear* She delivered befcfei^ her fon ValentinUii, 
and the Weftern empire, . into the hands of an 
infolent fubjeft; nor could Placidia proteQ^ the 
fon*in4aw of Bonifjace^. t;he virtuotis and. faithfal 
Sebaftian^), from the , implacable perfecutios^ 
which iirged him frotQ one kipgdom to another^ 
^uU he miferably. perijh^d in ihq fcrvice of the 
Vandals. The 'fpttunafe. r^tijis, who was . jiHi- 
mediatdy prcifnoted to the rank of patrician, and 
thrice invefted with the honours of the confuKbip* 
aflumed, with the title of mader of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole military power of the 
ftate; and. he is fometimes ftyjbd, by oontetnppi^ 
rary writers, the. Duke, pj General, of the Ro- 
mans of the Weft. His prudence, rather than 
his virtue, engaged him ^ to l^ave the grandfon of 
Theodofius . in the poifeilipn of the purple ; and 
Yalentinian was permitted* to enjoy the peace and 


4 Vi£lor Vittnfis (de pcrfecat. VAndsi]. U u c. 6. p. S. ciiit. Rtn. 
nart) calls him, acer confilio et ftreouus in bello i but his courage^ 
iTvhen he became unfortunate, was cenfured as defperate raihhers; 
Mid Sebafttan deferVed, or obtained, the epithet of f>ra€e/>i (Sidon. 
WpoHinar. Carmen. ix» 18 j.). His adventui;e8 at Conitanttno[k]e» 
In Sicily, Gaul, Spain, and Africa, are faintly marked in the Chro- 
nicles of Marcellinus and Idatius. In his didrefs he was always 
followed by a numerous <rain ; fince he could ravage the Hellef.' 
pont and Propontis, and feize the city of Barcelona* 


CHAP* 



luxury 


M THE DECJMNE AN I? ^ALL 

^xxxv.' ^^^^^y ^^ ^^^h^ while the patrician appeared ia 
the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, v(rho 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftcrn empire. The Gothic hiftoriaa inge- 
nooufiy confefles, that ^tius w^ born for the 
falvation of the Roman republic^; and the fol- 
lowing portrait, though it k drawn in the fiar^ 
colours, mud be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion pf truth riian of flattery. *^ His mo- 
*^ ther vni a wealthy and noble Italian, and his 
'^ fitther Gaudentius, who held a diftinguiibed 
** rank in the province of Scy thia, gradually rofe 
f^ from the ftation of a miKtary dotnejlk^ to the 
^« dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon, 
** who was enrolled almoft in his infancy in the 
** guards, was given ias a hoflage, firft io Alaric, 
^\ and afterwards to the Huns 5 ahd he fuccef- 
*^ fively obtained the dvil and military honours 
of the palace, fdr which he was equally qua- 
lifted by fuperior merit. The graceful figure 
*• of iEtius was riot above the middle ftature ; 
^' but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
'^ for ftrength, beauty, and * agility ; and he ex- 
^* celled in the martial exercifes ' of managing a 
<« horfe, -drawing, the bow, and darting the jave- 
*« lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
^* food or of flcep j and his mind - ahd body were 
** ^like capably of the moft laborious efforts. 
" He poffeffed the genuine courage, that can 
^* defpife not only dangers but injuries j and it 

5 ReipublicJV Romanae fingulariter natus, qui foperbiain Suevo^ 
rimi» Francorumque barbariem immenfis coedibus Cet^u^ Iropcrio 
f(:oinano coegiflet; Jornandes dt Rebus Geticis, c« 34. p. j66o. 

" was 
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*^ was impoffible either to corrupt, or deceive, or c " a p, 
** intimidate, the firm integrity of hi$ foul'." ^.,,^^^w 
The Barbarians, who had featcd themfelves in the 
Weftern provinces, were infenfibly taught to refpeft 
the faith and valour of the patrician iEtius. He 
foothed their paffions, confulted their prejudices, 
balanced their intereRs, * and checked thdr ambi- 
tion. A' feafonable treaty, which he concluded 
with Genferic, protefted Italy from the depreda- 
tions of the Vandals ; the independent Britons' im- 
plored and acknowledged his falut^ry aid ; the 
Imperial authority was reftored and maintained iti 
Gaul and Spain \ and he compelled the Fr<mk$ 
and the Suevi, whom he had vanqui(he4 in the 
field, to become the ufeful confederates' of the 
republic. 

From a principle of intereft, as well asf grati- m^con* 
tude, jSEtius affiduoufly cultivated 'the aJHance of n«^«^ 
the Huns. While he reHded in their tents as a Hum and 
hoftage, or an exile, he had famiiiariy converfed ^**"'* 
with Attifa himfelf, the nephew of his.beilefeflor; 
and the two famous antagonifts appear to have 
been conneded by a perfonal and military friend- 
ihip, which they afterwards confirmed by mutu^ 
gifts, frequent embaffies, and the education of 
Carpilio, the foa of jXtiiis^ in^ the camp of At- 

tila. By the fpecious profeffions of gratitude 

• 

6 This pprt^air is drawn by Renatus Profuturus Frigwidus, o con- 
temporary hidorian, known only by foine extra As, which are ore- 
rerrrd by Gregory of Tours (Lii. c. 8. in torn. ii. p» i63.)« It 
was probably the duty, oratle»ft the hitereft, ofRenattts^ to mag* 
pify the virtues of JE.tius ; but he would have ihewn more dexterity^ 
if l^e had n^t iniifted on his patient, /argt«t>j; difpofition* 

and 
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^xxxv^' ^^ voluntary attachment, the patrician might 
• difguife his apprehenfioas of ^ the Scythian con- 
queror, who preifed the two empires with his in- 
numerable armies* His demands were obeyed* 
or eluded. When he ciaipied the fpoils of a V2ffl- * 
quUhed city, fom^ vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embezzled; the civil and military 
governors of Noricum were immediately difpatched 
to fatisfy. his complaints'": and it is evidei^ 
from, their converfation with Maximin and Prif- 
cus, in the royal village, that the valour and 
prudence of. -ffitius had not favcd the Weftera 
Romaps. from the common ignominy of tribute* 
Yet his (^xterous pqlicy prolonged the advan- 
tages of a falutary peace ; and a numerous army 
of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to his 
perfon, w^. employed in the defence of Gaul. 
Two colonies .of thefe Barbarians were judicioufly 
fixed. in V the territories of Valens and Orleans*: 
and their adive. cavalry fecur^d the import^t 

* 7' Th'« fniSafTjr confifted'oF Count Komtiluss of Promotes, pre- 
itdcntiof Ndiicu^ ; > aAil of Romaiins, tfce military ditke. They 
were a^fpmi>anied by Tatulltis, an illitftriout citizen of Fetovio, 19 
the fame province, ami farher of Oreftes, who had married th^ 
ffsughWr 'of Count Romiilus. "Sec* Prifcus, p« 57. 65, CafTtodoHus 
( Va Hfafr, .i^.4«V lnelttfons> Allot her embcifly, which was executed by 
His fafhef ^f^4 .C»nr^l}#, thie fpn or^iivt^^and as AtttU was no 
more, he coiil^ fafely boaft of their manly inttepid behaviour in bis 
prefence/ i ^ ' - --• 

• De/erta Valf ntin« urbis rura AIani« partienda traduntur. Pro(l 
per. Tyromn Chron. in Hrftoriens de France, torn. t% p. 659. A. 
^few lines afterwards, Profpier obferves, that lands in the uJttrior Gaul 
were afligfted to the Alani. Without admitting the correftion of 
Pttbos {\ofn. f. p.* 300.) ; f^e reafonable fuppofition of txoo coionie$ 
or gamfoii? of Alam, will c6bf!rm his arguments^ and remove his 
obje6^ions. ^ . 

^ paflages 
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paffages of the Rhdne and of the Loir€. Thefe ^ " ^ p- 
favage alHes were Hot indeed Icfs formidable te> v— ^-w 
the fubje^ than to the enemies of Rpmci Their 
original fettlement was enforced with the licen- 
tious violence of conqueft ; and the province 
through which they marched, was expofed to all 
the calamities of an • ho(Ule invafion ^ Strangers 
to the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambitibn of j£tius ; and 
though he might fufped, that, in a conteft with 
Attila himfelf, they would revolt to the ftandard 
of their national king, the patrician laboured to 
reftraih, rather than to excite, their zeal and 
refentment againft the Goths, the Burgundians, 
and the Franks, 

The kingdom eftablifbed by the Vifigoths in ThcViG* 
the iputhern provinces of Gaul, had gradually oaui un- 
acquired ftrength and maturity J and the conduQ: ^crtUe 
of thofe ambitioua Barbarians, either in peace or xheodo- 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of iEtios. ^*^» jy 
After the death of Wallia, the Gothic fcepcre 419— i^j>< 
devolved to Theodoric, . the fon. of the great 


9 See Profper, Tyro, p. 639. Sidoniut (Pancgyr. Avit, 246.) 
•ompiains, in th« name of Auveigne, hU native country^ 

XitorittS-^Scythicos equites tone forte fiiba^io 
CelAis Aremorico, Geticum rapiebat in agmen 
Per terras, Arverne, tuas, qui proxiava quaeque 
Difcurfu, flanimit, ferro, fcritate, rapinis, 
Pelebant 3 pacis fallentes nomen inane. 

Another poet, Paulinus of Perigord^ confirm8.the complaint : 
Haoi fp^iuin vix ferie queaS| q^ii duripr hoftc. ^ 

See Dubos, tgxn. i. p».33o* 


Alaric ; 
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CHAP. Alaric ""5 and his profperoUs reign, of more 
S-.-V— 1' than thirty years, over a turbulent people, may 
be allowed to prove, that bis prudenm was fup- 
ported by uncommon vigour, both of mind and 
body. Iinpattent of his narrow limits, Theodoric 
itpired to the poiTeffion of Aries, the wealthy feat 
of government and commerce ; but the city was 
faved by the timely approach, of JStiius ^ and the 
Gothic king, who had raifed the fiege with fome 
Io& and difgrace, was perfuaded, for sm adequate 
fubfidy, to divert the martial valour of his fub- 
jcfts in a Spanifli war. Yet Theodoric ftill watch- 
ed, and eagerly feized, the favourable moment 
. P of renewing his hoftile attempts. The Goths 
435—439. befieged Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces 
were invaded by the Burgundians ; and the puh« 
' lie fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide, the a^Uvicy of iEtius, and bis Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re- 
finance. Twenty thoufand. Burgundians were 
flain in battle; and the remains of the natic»i 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun* 


«o Theodoric II. the fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avitus hit 
reTolution of repairing, or ncpiatiRg the faults ^hicb hit gratutfatber 
had caiiimitte^. 

Quae fKfJler peccavirtfvtf*, quem fufcat id unumy 
Quod tc, Roma, capit, ■■ 

Sidon. Panegyric, Avit. 505. 

ThU chamber, 9pplical>le only to the great Alaric^ eftabliflies the 
genealogy of ibe Gothic kings^ which has hitherto been iinnoticcd.. 

tains 
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tarns of Savoy". The walk of Narfx)nnc had ^xxAf' 
been (haken by the battering engines, and the ^.*-,— -^ 
liriiabitants had endured the laft extremities of 
famine, wb<in count Litoritts, approachmg in 
filence, and diref^tiig eadh horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his wny through 
the imrenchments of the befiegers. The fiege 
was immediately raifed ; and the more decifive 
victory, ifAAdi is afcribed to the perfonal ccnduft 
of iEttus himfelf, was marked with the blood of 
eight thoufaUd Goths. But tn the abfence of the 
patrician, who was haftily fummoned to Italy by 
fome public or private intereft, count Litorius 
fucceeded to the command ; and his prefumptiori 
foon difcoveted, that far difierent talents are re- 
qtih^ed to lead a wing of cavalry, or to direft the 
operations of an important war. At the head 
t>f an army of Huns, he raflily advanced to the 
gates of Thouloufe, full of carelefs contempt for 
zii i^ndny, whom his misfortunes had rendered 
ifftlideilt, and his fituation made defpcratte. The 
predidltfnSs o( the augurs had ihfpired Litorius 
Xdth the profane confidence, that he fhould enter 
the Xjothic capital in triumph; and the truft 
%htch he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged 
'him to reje£t the fair conditions of peace, which 

*s The name of St^Mu^^ the origin of Savoy ^ is ftr$ meDtioned by 
Aminianvs Marceilinus ) and two military poits are afcertained, bf 
the Nolttia, within the limits of that province j a cohort was ftation^ 
ed at Grenoble in ]>au|>binl| and Ebredunum, or Iverdun, fhelter* 
cd a fleet of fmall yeflTels, which commanded the lake of Neufchftcel. 
£ee Valefias, Notit. Ga)Iiflrtim« p. ^03, D*Auville» Notice de TAn* 
cknnc Gaujei p. 284. ^79. ^ 


were 
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cjHjiP. were repeatedly propofed by the biihops in the' 
name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths ex- 
hibited in his diftrefs the edifying, contrjafl: of 
Chriftian piety and moderation ; nor iUd he lay 
afide his fackcloth and aibes till he vras prepared 
to arm for the combat/ His foldii^rst ap^naced 
with martial and religious enthi;&riafm9 a0aultjed 
the camp of Litorius. The corifli^ was o^itinate. ; 
the fiaughter was tnutual. The Roii^an general, 
after a total defeat^ which could be imsmted only 
to his unfkilful ra(hne{s» was actually led through 
the ftreets of Thouloufe, not in his own, but in a 
hoftile triumph ; and the mifery which he expe- 
rienced, in a long and ignominious captivity, 
excited the companion, of the Barbarians them- 
felves '*. Such a lofs, in a country whofe fpirit 
and finances were long fince exhaufted, could not 
eafily be repaired ; and the Goths, afiuming, in 
their turn, the fentiments of ambition and rer 
venge, would have planted their victorious flandr 
ards on ibe banks of the Rhone, if the prefence 
of !£tius had not reftored ftrength and difcipline 
to the Romans *\ The two armies expected the 

fignal 

' >^ Salvian has attempted to explain the moral goyernriient of tXie 
Deity; a tafk which maybe readily performed by fuppofing, that 
the calamities of the wicked are, judgments, and thofe of the righteotis> 
trials. 

If I Capto terrarum damna patebant 

Litorio, in Rhodanxim proprius producere finesy 
Theudoridas Bxum ^ nee erat pugnare neceffe, 
Sed migrare Getis; rabidam trux afperat iram 
*■ ' Vi^^orj qUod fen/it Scythfcum fob moenibus hoftem ' 
Impbtat, et nihil eft gravius, fi forfitan (inc^uam 
Vincerc contirigat, trcpido,*— — • - " * 

Panegyr, Avit« 30O1 &c. 
f . • Sidonias 
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lignal of a decifive aftion ; but the generals, who 
were confcious of , each other's force, and doubt- 
ful of their own fuperiority, prudently fheatbed 
their fwords in the field of battle ; and their re- 
conciliation was permanent and fincere. Theo- 
doric, king of the Vifigoths, appears to have 
deferved the lovfe of his fubjefts, the confidence 
of his allies, and the efteem of mankind. His 
throne was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who 
were educated with equal care in the exercifes of 
the Barbarian camp, and in thofe 6f the Gallic 
fchools : from the ftudy of the Roman jurifpru- 
dence, they acquired the theory, at leaft, of law 
and juftice; and the harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to foften the afperity of their native 
manners'*. The two daughters of the Gothic 
king were given in marriage to the eldeft fons of 
the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who 
reigned in Spain and Africa ; but thefe illuftrious 
alliances were pregnant with guilt and difcord. 
The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death of 
an hufband, inhumanly maflacred by her bro* 
ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyrant, whom (he called her fa- 
ther. , The cruel Genferic fufpefted, that his 

Sidonius then proceeds, according to the^duty of a panegyrift, to 

' transfer the whole merit from ^Stius, to his minifter Avitus. 

i4> Theodoric Il.revered, tn thepcrlbn of Avitus^ the chara^er of 

his preceptor. . ^ 

. - Mibi Romula dudttm 

Per te jura placent s parvumque edifcere juHit 

Ad tua verba pater, docili quo prifca Maronh 

Carmine moUiret Scythicos mihi pagina mores. 

Sidon^ Fanegyr. Avit. 495, &c. 

: Voi. VI. H fou'? 
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fon's wife had confpired to poifon him ; the fup'^ 
pofed crime was puniflied by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of 
Theodoric Was ignomtnioufly returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in th^t deformed and muti- 
lated condition. This horrid aft, which mu(fe 
feem incredible to a civilized age, drew tears from: 
every fpeftator ; but Theodoric was urged, by the 
feelings of a parent and a king, to revenge fuck 
irreparable injuries. The Imperial miniflers^ 
who always cherilhed the difcord of the Barba«> 
rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms, 
and (hips, and treafures, for the African war ; and 
the cruelty of Gfinferic might have been fatal ta 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, ia 
his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and prefling folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila; and the defigns of ^ius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion of 
Gaul". 

The Franks, whofe monarchy was ftill confined 
to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, had 
wifely eftablilhed the right of hereditary fuccef- 
fion in the noble family of the Merovingians'*. 

Thefc 


A^ 


** Our authorities forithe reign of Thi'odorfc I. are, Jornande* 
de Rebus Geticis, c. 34. 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius, and 
the two Profpert, inferted in the Hiftorians of Prance, torn. |^ 
p. 612—640. To thefe we may add Salvian de Gubei'natione DH, 
1. vii. p. 243, 244, 245. and the panegyric of Aviius, by Si* 
donius. 

■^ Reges Crinitos (e creaviflfe de primai et uc ita dicam nobilioii 
ruorum faroilia (Greg. Turon. I. ii. c. 9, p. 166. of the fccond 
volume of the Hifterians of France). Gregory bim^i does not 
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Thefe princes were elevated on a buckler, the ^^ ^ **• 
fymbol of military command'^; and the royal 
fafliion of long hair was the enfign of their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locks, which they 
combed and drefled with fmgular care, hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and flioul- 
ders ; while the refl: of their nation were obliged, 
either by law or cuftom, to fliave the hinder part 
of their head ; to comb their hair over the fore- 
head, and to content themfeives with the oma* 
ment of two fmall whifkers *'• The lofty ftature 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
Germanic origin; their clofe apparel accurately 
exprefled the figure of their limbs ; a weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt; their 
bodies were proteded by a large fliield : and tjiefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained, from their ear- 

nentlon the MrMwifiM name, whkh may be traced, Kowever, ta 
the beginning of the feventh century, as the diftin^life appellation 
of the royal family, and e?en of ^he French monarchy. An ingenioua 
critic has deduced the Merovingians from the gitat Maroboduus } 
and be has clearly proved » that the prince, who gave hit name to the 
Crft race^ was more ancient than the father of Childeric. See the Me* 
moires de 1* Academic dee Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 51— 90. torn* xxx« 

h 557— 5*7- 
17 This German cuftom, which may be traced from Tacitus to 

Gregory of Tours, was at length adopted by the emperors of Corf* 
ftantinople* From a MS. of the tenth century, Montfaucon .ha# 
delineated the reprefentation of a fjnular ceremony, which the igno* 
ranee of the age had applied to king: i^avid. See Monuments de la 
Monarchic Fran^oife, tom. i. Dilcourfe Preliminaire* 

■s Carfaries prolixa • • • • crinium flagellis per tcrga dimifRs, &c« 
See the Preface to the third volume of the Hiftorians ol ^Prance, 
and the Abbe Le Boeuf (Differtat. tom. iii. p. 47--790* '^i* P^' 
cnliar faihion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives and 
ftrangers j by Prifcus (tom, i. p* 6o80» by Agathiat (tom. ii. 
p. 49.), and by Gregory df Tours, U iii« s8. Vii a4- viiu xo« torn. H* 
If. 196. »7«. Jl6. ,. ^ 
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\xxv^' licft yotith, to run, to kap, to fwim ; to dart tbtf 
javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim ; to 
advance, without hedtation, againfl: a fuperior 
enemy } and to maintain, either in life or death, 
the invincible reputation of their .anceftors *•• 
Clodion, the firft of their long-haired kings, 
whofe name and ^ adions are mentioned in authen*^ 
tic hiftory, held his refidence at Difpargura*% a 
village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be affigned 
between Louvain and Bruffels, From the report 
<5f his fpies, the king of the Franks was informed, 
that the defencelefs flate of the fecond Belgic 
muft yield, on the flighteft attack, to the valour 
of his fubjefl:s. He boldly penetrated through 
the thickets and moraffes of the Carbonarian fo- 
reft *' } occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only 
cities which exifted in the fifth century, an^ ex- 
tended his conquefts as far as the river Somme, 
over a defolate country, whofe cultivation and 
pppuloufnefs are the efFefts of more recent in- 
duftry**. While Clodjon lay encamped in the 

^9 See an ortginal pliHtire of the figure, drefs^ arms, and temper 
flrf the ancient Franks in Srdonivis Apollinaris (Panegyr. Majorian* 
«38— 254.) 5 and fuch pi£lure$, though cbarfely drawn, have a reai 
and intrinfic jralue. Father Daniel (Hilt, de la Milice Fran^oife, 
torn. i. p. 2—7.) has illuflraied the d^fcription. 

s^ Dubos, Hift. Critique, < 5fc* torn. i. p. 171, ly?. Some geo« 
jrraphers have placed Difpargum on the German fide of the Rhine. 
See a note of the Benedi^ine Editors to the Htflorians of France, 
. torn, ii,. p. t66. 

*' The Carhonarran wood, was that 'part of the ]great foreft of 
ttit Ardennes, which hiy between the Efcautj or Scheld, and the 
Meufe. Valef. Nottt. Gall. p. 116. 

** Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. i^fi, 167. Fredegah 
Epitom. c. 9. p. 395. Gefta Reg. Fiancor. c. 5. in torn. ii. p. 544, 
Vit. St.Retnig. ab Hincmar> m ttiin. Hi, p..37S. 
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plsdns of Artois *\ and celebrated, with vain and 
oilentatioqs fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of 
his fon, the nuptial feaft was interrupted by the 
unexpefted and unwelcome prefenc^ of iEtius, 
who had pafTed the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry. The tables, which had been fpread 
under the (belter of a hill, along the banks of 
a pleafant dream, • were rudely overturned i the 
Franks were opprfeffed before they could recover 
their arms, or their ranks ; and their unavailing 
valour was fatal only to themfelves. The loaded 
waggons, which had followed their march, afv 
forded a rich boit>ty; and the virgin bride, with 
her female attendants, fubmitted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by the (kill and ' adivity. of j^rius, might re* 
fled fome difgrace on the military prudence of 
Clodionj but the king of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ftrength and reputation, and ftill 
mau^tained the po0eflion of his Gallic kingdom 
from tjie Rhine to the Soiame **♦ Under his 

»s ■ . Francus qu^ Cloio patentcs 

Atrcbatuip terras pervaferat* 

Fanegyr. Majorian* iii* 

The precife fpot was a town» or village, called Vicu% He/mia iznd |)oth' 

tbe naipe and the place ar^ clifcovered by modern geographers at 

Lens. See Valef. Notit. GalL p. a46, Longuerue, Defaciptioo d« 

la FrancCi torn. ii« p. 88. 

*4 See a vague accoun^ of the a£lion in Sidonius. Panegyr. 

Majorian. ai%— a^o* The Fre(ich criticsj, impatient to eftablifli 

thtir monarchy in Gaul, have drawn a ^rong argumeat from the 

fiience of Sidonius^ who dares not inlinuate, that the vanqui(he4 

I'ranka wer^ qojnpell^d , (o repafr th9 Rhine. Pubosj torn. i. 

H3 reign, 
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CRAP, reign, and moft probably from the enter priliag 
fpirtt of his fubje6:$, the three capitals, Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, experienced the effefts ot 
hoftile cruelty and avarice. The diftr^fs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi« 
hion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated the 
ruin^ of Treves ; and Treves, which, in the (pace 
of forty years, had .been four times beficged and 
pillaged, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her 
afflictions in the vain amufements of the circus^'. 
The death of Clodion, after a reign of twenty 
]|^rs, ekpofed his kingdom to the difcord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the young*. 
er •*, was perfuaded to implore the proteflion of 
Rome ; he was received at the Imperial court, as 
the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician JEtitis ; and dtfmiiTed, to his, native 
country, with fplendid gifts, and the ftrongeft 
affumnces of friendfliip and fupport. During his 
abfence, his elder brother had folicited, with 
equal ardour^ the formidable aid of Attila ; and 
die king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 

• * • 

*$ Salvian (de Giibernat, Dei, U vi.) hat exprefied, in vague Wnd 
ileclamatory language, the mtsfortune* of chefe three cuies, which 
are diftinftly afcertaJned by the learned Mafcouy HiiL of the Ancieift 
Germans^ ix. at. 

*^ Prifcus, in relating the conteft, does not nanne the two bro« 
Ihera ; the fecund of whom he had ieen at Rome, a beardlefs youths 
with long flowing hair (Hiftorians of France, torn. i> p. 607960s*)* 
The Bcnedi^ine Editors are inclined to believe, that they were the 
Tons of loifne unknown king of the Franks, who reigned 00 the 
banks of the Necker: but th^ arguments of M. dc Fonceroagne 
(Mctn. (le PAcademte, torn. viii. p. 464.) feem to prove, that the 
tuccdliofl cf Ciodion was difputed by his two funsi and thM the 
youliger v^ap Meroveus, the father gi Cliilderic* 

I facili- 
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fecilitated the paf&ge of the Rhine, and juftified, ^xxxv*"' 
by a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva- ^m^^,-^ 
fion of Gaul *^ 

When Attila declared his refolution of fupport* The sd. 
ing the caufc of his allies^ the Vandals and the ^f'^^e^* 
Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in the fpirit princefs 
of romantic chivalry, the favage monarch pro- ®"^"*- 
fefled himfdf the lover and the champion of the 
princefs Hono^ia* The fxfter of Valentinian was 
educated in the palace of Ravenna ; and as her 
marriage might be produdtive of fome danger 
to the ftate, {he was railed, by the title of Au^ 
p{fia*\ above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fuhjed. But the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained the fixteenth year of her. age, than 
(he detefied the importunate gredtnefs which 
muft for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
hoaoursd)le love : in the midft of vain and un« 
fatisfaflory pomp, Honoria fighed, yielded to 
the impulfe of nature, and threw herfelf into the 
arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her guUt 
and (hame (fuch is the abfurd language of ' 

imperious man) were foon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy : but the difgrace of the 
royal family was publifhed to the world by the 

>7 Under rbe Merovingian race, the throne was lYercditary ^ but 
all the fonsof the deceafed monarch were equally entitled to their . 
fliare of his treaCia-et and territories. See the Diflertations of M* d« 
Foncemagne, in the fixth and eighth volumes of the Memoires 4e 
TAcademie. 

*^ A medal is ftill extant, which exhibits the pleafmg countenance 
of Honoria* with the title qf Augufta; and on lite reverfe, the ini' 
|)rpper legend of Salvs RetjpubJka round the oaonagram of Chrift*' 8^ 
Ducange, Famil, Byzantin. p. 67. 73, 

' H 4 impru- 
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CHAP, imprudence of the emprefs Placidia; who dif- 
mifled her daughter, after a ftrid and ihameful 
confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantinople. 
The unhappy princefs paffed twelve or fourteen 
years in the Irkfome fociety of the fifters of 
Theodofius, and their chofen virgins; to wlu>fe 
crown Honoria could no longer afpire, and whofe 
monadic aifiduity of prayer, .fading, and vigils, (he 
reludantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopeiefs celibacy, urged her to embrace a (Grange 
and defperate refolution. The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidable at Conftantiaople ; 
and his frequent embailies entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperiaf 
palace. In the purfuit of love, or rather of re- 
venge, the daughter of Placidia facrificed every 
duty and every prejudice; and offered to deliver 
her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of whofe 
language fhe was . ignorant, whofe figure was 
fcar<;ely human, and whofe religion and manners 
ihe^ abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful 
eunuch, ihe tranfmitted to Attila^ a ring, the 
pledge of her affeaion; and earneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom h^ 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldnefs 
and difdain; and the king of the Huns con- 
tinued to multiply the number of his wives, till 
his love was awakened by the more forcible pat 
fions of ambition and avarice. Tfie invafion of 
Gaul was preceded/ and juftified, by a formal 
demaud of the princefs Ronoria^ with a. juft an4 

fqu4 
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equal 'fcare of the Imperial patriniony. ' His pre- 
deceffors, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad^ 
dreffed, in the fame hoftile and peremptory man- 
ner, the daughters of China ; and the pretenfions 
of Attila were not lefs offenfive to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm, but temperate, refufal was com- 
municated to his ambaffadors. The right of fe- 
male fucceffion, though it might derive a fpe- 
cious argument from the recent examples of Pla- 
cidia and Pulcheria, was ftrenuoufly denied ; and 
the indiffoluble engagements of Honoria were op- 
pofed to the claims; of her Scythian lover *^ Oa 
the difcovery of her connexion with the king of 
* the Huns, the guilty princefs had been fent away, 
as an bbjeft of horror, from Conftantinople to 
Italy : her life was fpared ; but the ceremony 
of her marriage was performed with fome 6b- 
fcure and nominal hlilband, before (he was im- 
mured in a perpetual prifon, to bewail thofe cringes 
and misfortunes, which Honqria might have efcap- 
ed, had flie not been born the daughter of aa em- 
peror '^ 

A .native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the. Attiu in- 
learned and eloquent Sidonius, who was after- ^^^* ^^ 

befieges 
a9 See Prifcys, p. 39, 40. It might be fa'uly alleged, that if fc- Orleans 
males could fucceed to the throne, ValentiRiao bimlelf, who had 
married the daughter and heirefs of the younger Tfieodoiiusi would) 
have aiTerted her right to the eaftern empire. 

30 The adventures of Honoria ar^ imperfe^ly related by Jor- 
nandes, de Succeilione Regn. c. 97. and de Reb. Get, €.41. p. 674. \ 
and in the Chronicles of Profper and Marcellinus j, bqt they can- 
l^ot be made conGftent, or probable, iiolefs we fepajrateii by an in- 
terval of time 9n4 flace^ ^%x intrigue yjith Eugemafj^ aod hw invita;* 
t\on of AttiUit ' ' ' ' ' * 

Vardi 
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CHAP, wards biOiop of Clermont, had msUe a prdmife 
K^^^I^ to one of his friends, that he would compofe a 
A.D.45'* regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the mo-» 
defty of Sidonius had not difcouraged him from 
the profecution of this interefting work", the 
hiftorian would have related, with the fimplicity 
of truth, thofe memorable events, to which the 
poet, in vague and doubtful metaphors, has con« 
cifely alluded '\ The kings and nations of Ger* 
many and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps to 
the Danube, obeyed the warlike fummons of 
Attila. From the royal village, in the plains of 
Hungary, his ftandard moved towards the Weft ; 
and, after a march of feven or eight hundred 
miles,, he reached the conflux of the Rhine and 
the Necker ; where he was joined by the franks, 
who adhered to his ally, the elder of the fon$ 
of Clodion. A troop of light Barbarians, who 
roamed in queft of plunder, might chufe the 
winter for the convenience of pafling the river 

1* Bxegeras mihi, ut promitterem tibi, Attilae bellum ftylo me 

poReris intiinaturum coeperam fcribercy fed operis arepti 

iafce pet fpe^by tsduit inchoalFe. Sidon. ApoU. I. viii. epift* 15* 
p. 246* 
i% ■ Subtto cum nipta tumuttu 

Barbaries totas in te transfuderat Ar£los, 
Gallfi. Pugnacem Regum comitante Gclono 
Gepida trux fequttur; Scyrum Burgundio cogit : 
ChunuSy Bellonotuf, Neurits, Bailerna, 7ortngut 
Bru£lerti5, ulvo*a vel quem Nicer abluit unda 
Frorumpit Francus. Cecidit cito fcfta hipenni 
Hercynia in lintres, et Rhenum tcxuit aino. 
Et jam terrificis diflFuderai Attila turmi» 
In campos fe Belga tuos.-^-^— — > 

Pancgyr.Avit, 319, &€• 

on 
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Qti the Ice ; but the innumerable cavalry of the 
Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro- 
viHons, as could be procured only in a milder 
leafon; the Hercynian foreft fupplied materials 
for a bridge of boats ; and the hoftite myriads . 
were poured, with refiftlefs violence, into the 
Belgic provinces^'. The confterhation of Gaul 
was univerfal ; and the various fortunes of it& 
Cities have been adorned by tradition with mar-> 
tyrdoms and miracles *\ Troyes was faved ' by 
the merits of St^ Lupus; St. Servatius was re« 
moved from the world, that he might not behold 
the ruin of Tongres ; and the prayers of St. iJe- 
nevieve divisrted the march of Attila from the 
neighbourhoqd of Paris* But as the greateft part 
of the Gallic cities were alike deditute of faints 
and foldiers, they were befieged and ftormed by 
4he Huns; who pra£tifed, in the example of 

31 The moft authentic and circuniftantial account of this war, is 
contained in Jornandes (de Keb. Gcticis, c. 36—41. p. 661-^671.), 
who has ibmetimes abridged, and fometimes tranfcrlbed, the larger 
hlftory of Cafliodorius. Jornandes^ a quotation which it would be 
Aipeifluous to re|)eat, may be corre^ed and illuftrated by Gregory 
of Tours, !• 2. c. 5, 6, 7, and the Chronicles of Iilacius, Ifidore, 
and the two Profpera. All the ancient teltimonies are coliefled and 
inferted in the Hif^orians of France; but the reader (houid be cau- 
tioned againft a fuppofed extra£l from the Chronicle of Idatius 
(among the fragments of Fredegarius, torn. ii. p. 462 ), which 
often contradifls the genuine text of the Gallician bi(hop. 

34 The atident legendaries deferve fome regard, as they are oblfged 
to eonnefl their fables with the real hillory of their own times. 
See the lives of St. Lupus, St. Anianus, the bifliops of Mctz, S" 
Oenevieve, &c. in the HiHorians of France, torn. i. p. 644, 645. 649* 
torn. iii. p. 369. 

Metz, 


io8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xxxv' ^^^2 '*> ^^^^^ cuftomary maxims of tvjir. They 
involved, in a promifcuous maffacre, the priefts 
. who ferved at the altar, and the. infants, who,' 
in the hour of danger, had been providently bap* 
tized by the bifliop ; the ilouriihing city was de« 
livered to the flames, and a folitary chapel of 
Su Stephen marked the place where it formerly 
flood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila 
advanced into the heart of Gaul ; croflfed the Seine 
at Auxerre ; and, after . a long and laborious 
march, fixed his eamp under the walls of Orleans, 
He was delirous of f(?curing his conquefts by the 
poffeffion of an advantageous poll, which com- 
mfanddd the paffage of the Loire; and he de- 
pended on the fecret invitation of Sangiban, king 
of the Alani, who had promifed to betray the 
city, and to revolt from the fervice of the em- 
pire. Bat this treacherous confpiracy was deteft-r 
ed and difappointed : Orleans had been ftrength- 
cned with recent fortifications ; and the s^ffaults 
of the Huns were vigoroufly repelled by the faith-^ 
ful valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who de- 
fended the place.. The^ palloral diligence of 

35 The fcepticifm of the Count de Buat (Hift, des Peuples, torn* 
Yti. p» 539| 5^0.} cannot be reconciled with any principles of rea>. 
fon or criticifm. Is not Giegoiy of Tours precife and pofitivc in his 
ac90unt of the deflrufiion of M^tz ? At the diAance of no nnore than 
^n hundred years, could he be ignorant, could the people Le igno* 
rani, of the fate of a city, the aftual refidence of his fovereigns,. 
ihe kings of Auftraiia? The learned Count, who ft^ems to have un- 
dertaken the apology of Attila, and the Barbarians^ appeals to the 
falfe Idatius, fMtcem civitatibus Gtrmaniae et Gallise^ and forgets^ 
that the true Idatius had explicitly afErined, plurimse c\v\i9iicsffra^ie^ 
loiong which he enumerai^s MeU^ 
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Anianas, a bifliop of primitive fenftity and con* %^^„^' * 
fummate prudence, exhaufted every art of reli- ^— ^-.r^^i^ 
gious policy to fupport their courage, till the ar* 
rival of the expeded fuccours. After an obfti- 
nate fiege, the walls were fliaken by the battering 
rams ; the Huns had already occupied the fub« 
urbs*; and the people, who were incapable of bear* 
ing arms, lay proftrace in prayer. Anianus, wbq 
anxioufly counted the days and hours, difpatched * 
a trufty raeffenger to obferve, from the jampart, 
the face of the diftant country. He returned 
twice, without any intelligence, that could infpire 
hope or comfort; but, in his third report, be 
mentioned a fmall cloud, which he had faintly 
defcried at the extremity of the horizon. *' It is 
the aid of God !" e_xclaimed the bifliop, in a tone 
of pious confidence ; and the whole multitude re* 
peated after him, " It is the aid of God.*' The 
remote, objeft, on which every eye was fixed, be* 
came each moment larger, and more diftind ; the 
Roman and Gothic banners were -gradually per* 
ceived ; and a favourable wind blowing afide the 
duft, difcovered, in deep array, the impatient fqua- 
drons of -flitius and Theodoric, who preffed for- 
wards to the relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila had penetrated A"!f"$f 
Into the heart of Gaul, may be afcrlbed to his marj^and 
Infidious policy, as well as to the terror of hh Vifigoths.. 
arms. His public declarations were fldlfuUy 
mitigated by his private affurances; he alter- 
nately foothed and threatened the Romans and 
the Goths ; and the courts of Ravenna and. Thou- 
joufe, mutgally fufpicious of each other's inten- 

13 tions. 
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• CHAP. tioM, beheld, with fgpine indifference, the ap- 
proach of their common enemy. jStias was the 
fole guardian of the public fafety ; but his wifeft 
meafures were embarrafled by a faction, which, 
fince the death of Plactdia, infefted the Imperial 
palace : the youth of Italy trembled at the found 
of the 'trumpet ; and the Barbarians, who, from 
fear or aflfedlion, were inclined to the caxile of 
Attila, awaited, with doubtful and vena! faith, 
the event of the war. The patrician pafied the 
Alps at the head of fome troops, whofe ftrength 
and numbers fc^rcely deferved the name of an 
army '^ But on his arrival at Aries, or Lyons, 
he was confounded by the intelligence, that the 
Vifigoths, refufing to embrace the defence of 
Gaul, had determined to expefl, within their 
own territories, the formidable invader, whom they 
profeffed to defpife. The fenator Avitus, who, 
after the honourable exercife of the Praetorian prae« 
feature, had retired to his eftate in Auvergne, 
was perfuaded to accept the important embafly, 
which he executed with ability and fuccefs. He 
rcprefentcd to Theodoric, that an ambitious con- 
queror, who afpired to the dominion of the earthy 
could be refifled «only by the firm and unaai- 
ipous alliance of the powers whom he laboured 
to opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus in- 
flamed the Gothic warriors, by the defcription oi 

J* ' ' Vix Iiquerat Alpes 

^rius, tenue, et rarum fine milite ducens 
Robur» in auxiliis Geticum male credulus agmeo 
Incaflum propriis pr9t;fufneh$ adfore caftria. 

Panegyr. Ayt. %%%, &C» 

the 
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the iniuries which their anceftors. had fuffered from chap, 

' XXXV 

the Huns ; whofe implacable fury ftill purfued 
them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyre- 
nees. He ftrenuoufly urged, that it was the duty 
of every Chriftian to fave, from facrilegious viola- 
tion, the churches of God, and the relics of the 
faints : that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, 
who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend 
the fields and vineyards, which were cultivated 
for his ufe, againft the defolation of the Scythian 
fliepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence of 
truth ; adopted the meafure at once the mod pru- 
dent and the mod honourable ; and declared, that 
as the faithful ally of JEtius aud the Romans, he 
was ready to expofe his life and kingdom for the 
common fafety of Gaul "• The Vifigoths, who, 
at that time, were in the mature vigour of their 
fame and power, obeyed with alacrity the fignal 
of war ; prepared their arms and horfes, and af« 
fembled under the ftandard of their aged king, 
who was refolved, with his two eldeft fohs, Torif- 
mond and Theodoric, to command in perfon his 
numerous and valiant people. The example of the 
Goths determined feveral tribes or nations, that 
feemed to fiuduate between the Huns and the Ro- 
mans. The indefatigable diligence of the patrician 

V The policy of Attila» of JE^tiuSf and of the Vifigoths, is imprr* 
feflly defcnbed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thiity-fixth 
chapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hifiorian were both bia(i<d 
by perfonal or national prejudices. The former exalts the merit 
and importance of Avitus ^ orbis, Aviie, faluf, Scc, \ The latter 
is anxious to ihow the Goths in the moft favourable light. Yet their 
agreemenr, when they are fairly inteipreted, is z. proof of their 
veracity. 
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gradually colleded the troops of Gaul and Ger« 

m?aiy, who had formerly acknowledged them- 
felves the fubjefts, or foldiers, of the republic, but 
who now claimed the rewards of voluntary, fer- 
vice, and the rank of independent allies ; the Laeti, ^ 
the Armoricans, the Breones, the Saxons, the 
Burgundians,. the Sarmatians, or Alaini, the Ri- 
puarians, and the Franks who followed Meroveus 
as their lawful prince. Such was the various army, 
which, under the conduft of -3Itius and Theodoric, 
advanced, by rapid marches, to relieve Orleans, 
and to give battle to the innumerable hoO: of 
' Attila*'. 
Atuh re- On their approach, the king of the Huns im-. 
the piTins D^ediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat 
©fcbam^ to rccal the foremoft of his troops from the. 
pillage of a city which they had already en-, 
tered '^ The valour of Attila was always guided 
by his prudence ; and as he forefaw the fatal con-, 
fequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul, he 
repafi'ed the Seine, and expedled the enemy in 
the plains of Chalonjj, whofe fmooth and levei 

3'' The revif^w of the army of ^lius is made by Jornande$, c. jS,. 
-p. 664. edit. Grot. torn. ii. p. %%, of the Hiftorians of France, wiilft 
t lie notes of the Benedifline Editor. The X.ir/i were a promifcvous 
rac7 of Barbarians, born or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Riparii,' 
or l^ipuarli, derived their name from their pofts on the three riverf^ 
the Rhine, the Meuf«, and the Mofelle; the /rm«nVMu poiTeffed the 
indeperdent cities between the Seine and the Loire.* A colony of 
SaxMs had been planted in thedioceiti of Bayetix ; the Burptadiant wei-e. 
fettled in Savoy ; and the Breonet were a warlike tribe of Khaetian^ to 
the eaft of the lake of ConiUnce. 

>9 AiiTciianenfis urbis obfidio, oppttgnatio, irruptioy mk direptio^ 
]. T. Sidon. Apoilin. 1. viii. epifl. 15. p. 946. The prefervation of 
Orleans might be eafily turned ioto a.iiiiracle, pbtawed, aud foretold » • 
by the holy bi(liop« ,. . ' 
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fvrface n^s^iAitpted tothc'jDfJefadoiis of hb Scy- ^^^v!* 
thiati cavalr^i - Bpt- m ibis tumultualry retreat^ 
the y^Lnguard of the Romatis, and their allies^ 
coDtiQuaUy preffed, and fometimes engaged, the 
trodps whom Atrila had pofted in the tear ^ the 
boftile columnfty in the darknefs of the night, and 
the perplexity of the roads, might encounter each 
other without defign \ and the bloody conffi£t of 
the Franks and Oepidrt, in which fifteen thou» 
land ^^ Barbarians were llain, was a prelude to a 
more general and decUive adion. The Cata^ 
launian fields >^' fpread themfelves round Chalons, 
and extend, according to the vague meafurement 
of Jornatides, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles^ 
over the whole province, whieh is entitled to 
the appellation of a champaign country ^\ This 
fpacious plain was diftinguiflied, however, by 
fome inequalities of ground ; and the importance 
of an height, which commanded the camp of 
Attila, was under ftood, and difputed, by the 
two generals. The young and valiant Torif* 
mond fi^ft occupied the fummit; the Goths 
cufhed with irtefiftible weight on the Huns, who 

40 The common editiofit read ZCH \ but there it fome authority 
of manuferiptt (and aNnolt any authority it fufficlent) for the mor* 
reafimabJ* number «f xvM. 

4t Chftlonti pr Dttro*>Catalauiium9 afterwards d^tUuh ^^ ^^^-^ 
merly made a part of the territory of Rheimty from whence it is di« 
ftatit only twenty. fcven mttet. See VAlef, Notit. GalK p« X36« 
D*Anville» Notice de TAncienne Oaulei p. aia. a79« 

4* The name of Cam|iania> or Campa^e, is frcqosntJy men* 
tioned by Oregory of Tours \ and that great profince, of which 
Ithaitts was the capital^ obeyed the cprnmand of a duke. Valef. 
Notit. p,Vao«-ta3ft 
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CHAP. Ud)Ol^red to afcdad iram the op}>biitt fi€e; aiid 
the pofleffion of this advabtigcous poft inrplred 
both the troops and their leaders vfiih z hit 
tiiToraixce of viftory. The anxiety of At^ 
prompted him te confuk his prk^fts and hafufjnces. 
It was reported, that after fcrtitioising the en- 
traits of vidimsy and fcraping their bones^they 
reveal^, in myfterious language, his own de- 
feat^ with the death of his' principal adverfary; 
and that the, Barbarian, by accepting the equita«r 
lent, exprefled hts involuntary efteem for the 
faperior merit of i£tius. But the unufual de- 
fpondency, which feemed to prevail among the 
HunSt engaged Attila to ufe the expedient, fo 
&miliar to the ^nerals of a'ntiquity, of aniniating^ 
his troops by a military oration j and his language 
was. that of a lung, who had often fought and 
conquered at their head*'.. He. prefled them to 
confider their pad glory, their a^nal danger^ 
and their future hopes. The fame fortune^ 
which opened the deferts and moraffes of Scy- 
thia to their unarmed valour, which had laid 
fo nvany warlike nations proftrate at their 
feet, had refer ved 4 he Joys of this memorable 
field for the confuinmation of their viftories. 
llie cautious fteps' of their enemies, their ilri^^ 
alliatKe, and their advantageous pofts, he artfully 
reprefented as the efFefts, not of prudence, but 

♦3 I am fenfible tliat thefe mUitary on:tlons arc ufually coinpp/e4 
Uy the hiftonaiij yet th« oTd Oflrogoths, who bad icived uovlcr 
Attila. iiiight repeat his difcourfe to Cairiodorius : the ideas^ and 
even the ekpreflionrs^ have an oiiginal Scythian call j and I ^out^t, 
Dvhethef an Italian of the fixth century wouM have thou|;h( of t£e 
hujus certaroinis i^cfift^a* • 

of 
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bf fear. The Vifigoths alohe were the fti'ength ^^^y^* 
and nerves of the oppofite army i and the Huoy 
might fecurely trample on the degenerate Ro* 
mans, whofe clofe and compaft order betrayed 
thdr appreheiifions,and who were equally inca- 
pable of fupfK>rting the dangers, or the fatigues, 
ef a day of battle. The do£b-ioe of predeftiqa* 
tioQ» fo favourable to martial virtue^ was care* 
folly mculcated by the king of the Huns; who 
aflttred his fubje6ts, that the warriors, protected 
by Heaven, were fafe and invulnerable amidft 
the darts of the enemy; but that the unerring 
Fates would ftrike their victims in the bofom of 
inglorious peace. ** I myfclf/' continued Atrila, 
*^ will throw the firft javelin, a|id the wretch 
*^ who refufes to imitate the example of his fo- 
*' verelgn, is devoted, to inevitable death." The 
fpirit of the Barbarians was rekindled by the pre* 
fence, the voice,- and the example, of their tn^ 
,trepid leader; and Attila, yielding to their im- 
patience, immediately formed his order of battle. 
At the head of his brave and faithful Huns, he 
occupied in perfon the centre of the line. The 
nations fubjed to his empire, the Rugians, the 
Heruli, the Thuringians, the Franks, the Bur- 
gundians, were extended, on either hand, over 
the ample fpace of the Catalauni^n fields f the 
r^ht wing was commanded by Ardaric, king of 
the Gepidas ; and the three valiant brothers, who 
reigned over the Oftrogoths, were ported on the 
left to oppofe the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. 
The difpofition of the allies was regulated by a dif- 
ferent principle. Sangiban, the faithlefs king of 
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^x*xV* ** Alani, ^as placed k the centre 5 wh«c Um. 

wi- vw motions might be ftrifUy watchfd^ and fab trea* 
dhery lAight be inftantly punifhed* iEms ai&med 
the command of the left^ and Theodoric of the 
dgbl, wing; while Torifmond ftill comimied t(^ 
occupy the heights which a{^pear to have, ftretchedl 
. on the flank, and perhaps the rear, of the Scythiaa 
army. The nations from the Volga to the Atlsai^ 
tie ti^ere aiifembled on the plain of Chiloni ; bot 
many of thefe nfadons had been divided by fac» 
iion, or conqueft, or emigration; afid the a^ 
]f)earande of (imtlat ariro and enfigns, which 
threatened ^ach other, pr^ented the image of a 
dvH war. 

Battle of The difcipline atid tadics «of (he Greeks and 
* **"*• ilbmans form an interefting part of their ttaticAial 
manners. The attentive ftudy of the mlHtStry 
operations of Xenophon, or Casfar, or Frederic, 
when they are defcribed by the fame genius which 
Conceived and executed them, may tend to ina-» 
prove (if fuch improvement can be vniflied) the 
art of deftroying the human fpecies. But the 
. " battle of Chalons can only excite our -curioifty 
. by the magnitude of the objeft ; fince it was de- 
cided by the blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and 
has been related by partial writers, whofe civil or 

'^ ecclefiaftical profeffion fecluded them from the 

knowledge of military affairs. Caffiodorius, howi 
ever, had familiarly converfed with many GotMtc 
Warriors, who ferved in that memorable engage- 
ment; " a conflift,'* as they informed him^ 
•* fierce, various, obftinate, and bloody ^ fhtli 
*^ as could not be paralleled, either in the pre* 

•• fcnt. 
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«*rcnt, dr in paft ages/' The number of the ^^gj.^/' 
flan amounted to one hundred and fixty-two ^— ■ 
thoufand, or, according to another account, thre^ 
hundred thbufand persons ** ; and thefe incredibly 
exaggerations fuppofe a real and efFeftive loft, 
fufficient to juftify the hiftorian's remark, that 
whole generations may be fwept away, by the 
madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a fmgle hour. 
After the mutual and repeated difcharge of miflile 
weapons, in which the archers of Scy thia might 
fignaKze their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and 

infentry of the two armies were furioufly mingled 
in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under . 
the eyes of, their king, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their 
wingi from each other, and wheeling, with a 
rapid effort, to the left, direQed their whol^ 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the' ranks, to animate his troops, he re- 
ceived a mortal ftroke from the javelin of An- 
dages, a noble Oftrogoth, and immediately fell 
from his horfe. The wounded king was op- 
preffed' in the general diforder, and tTampled 
under the feet of his own cavalry ; and this, im- 
portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous 
ptophecy of the Harufpices. Attila already ex- 

44 The expreflions of Jornandes, or rather of CafliodbriitSi *U 
extremely iirong. ~ Belluin atrox, multiplex, iramane, pertinax^ 
cui ^mili nulU ufquam narrat antiquitas : ubi talia gefta reffrniifiiir» 
lit irthil.effet quod in vita fua confpicere potuiffet egregius^ quj 
httjiu miraculi privaretur afpe^u. Dubot (Hift. Critique, tom.* 14 
Pv39^*.» S93*) attempts to reconcile the i$»,ooo of JorDandct ytUk 
the }oo,ooo of Idatius and Kidore ) by fuppofing^ that the larger 
nnmher Uicloded the total deftrudion of the wnr^ the efieflft of .difeafr^ 
ttie Aftvghtcr of tlie njiarmed people, &c. 
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^" A P. ultcd in th^ confidence of viftory, ^hea the 
^ valiant Torifmond defccnded from the hills, and 
verified the' remainder of the prediftion. The 
Vifrgoth$, who :had been thrown into confufion 
by the 6ight, or defeflion, of the Alani, gra- 
dually T€(lored their oider of battle; and the 
Huns were undoubtedly vanquifhed, fince Attila 
was compelled to retreat* He had expofed his 
perfon with the rafhnefs of a private foldier ; but 
• the intrepid troops of the centre had pnlhed for- 

' Virard^ beyond the reft of the line; their attack 
vaS faintly fupported ; their flanks were un-^ 

' guarded ; and the conquerors of Scythta and 
Germany were faved by the approach of the night 
from a total defeat. They retired within the 
circle of waggons that fortified their camp} and 
the difmounted fquadrons^ prepared thcmfeiyes 
for a defence, to which neither theif arms, ^or 
their temper, were adapted. The event was 
doubtful : but Attila had fecured a laft ^nd hOf 
pourable refource. The (addles and rich fumi^ 
ture of the cavalry were coUeAed by hw onler, 
into a funeral pile ; and the magi^animous l^jxu 
barian had refolved, if his intrencbmeots (hould 
be forced, to ru(h headlong into the flam^, and 
to deprive h^s enemies of th^ g}.oxy yfhich they 
might have acquired, by the death or captivity of 
Attila ♦•• 

4# The CoMnt de Bu»t (Hid. des Peuplei^ &c. t6ro. »iU p. 454^ 
573 )i ftiH depending on ihe/slfiy and again rejecting the trut Idatius^ 
has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battSes ) the former 
iK«f Orleana, the latt«r In Champagne t ia the one, Theodoric wat 
fisuA; in the other, he f(z% revenged, 

f- ^ • T k . , 
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Bot his eoteiaies }]a4 pal&d the aight in equal ^» ^ r*. 
diford^ and amiaety. The incoaiiderate courage v-^,.^ 
of Torifmond was tempted to urge the porfuir, R«r'*««>f 
tUI he uneiepeftedly found himfelf, with a few 
followers, in the midft of the Scythian waggons. 
In the confufion of a nodurnal combat, he was 
thrown from his ^horfe ; and the Gothic prince 
muft have periflied like his father, if his youth- 
fill ftrengfh, and the intrepid zeal of his com* 
panions, had not refcued him from this dangerous 
iituation. Id the fame manner, but on the left 
of the Une> iHtius himfelf, . feparated from his 
allies^ ignorant of their vi^ory, and anxious for 
their ht^ encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
troops^ that were fcattered over the pbins of 
Chalons ; and at length reached the camp of the 
Gothsy which he could only fortify with a flight 
rampart of ({bields, till t|ie dawn of day. The 
Imperial general was foon iatisfied of the defeat 
of AttUa, who ftill remained inafUve within his 
intrenchments ; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcene, he obferved, with fecret fatisfac- 
tion, that the lols had principally fallen on the 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric, pierced 
with hoftourable wounds, was difcovered under a 
heap of the flain : his fubje^ts bewailed the death 
of their king and father ; but their tears wiere min- 
gled with fongs and acchmations, and his funeral 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquiflied 
enemy. The Goths, clafhing their arms, elevated 
on a buckler his eldeft (on Torifmond, to whom 
they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefs ; 
and the new king acce(£ed the obligation of re- 
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venge^ as a facred pottion df 1^' |KaReraaI iahe^ 
ritance, Yet the G6thft themrelMs- wew aflloM 
aiflied by the fittce anid utidaumed afped; of ihar 
formidable antagonift | and their Mftoriaft bag 
compared Atdla to a Hon ebcofApaffi^d in 4it# dcfUj^ 
and threatening his huntels-wkh 'Redoubled fury* 
The kings and natioft«j who might hs^ve deferred 
his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs^ were inade 
fenfible, A^t the difp(eafure ^f -th^r monareh 
vras the mofl imminent and ine?UabIe dimger« 
All his inftfumetlts of martial mfufie inctSmAy 
founded a loud aiid animating ^rain of defiaiice { 
and the foremoft fro6ps who ' advanced te the 
^iflault, were checked, or deftroy^d^^ t^ ftowtiri 
of arrows from every fide of the' iiftreUcbtDentlh 
It wa& determined in a general council of war, to 
befiege the. king of the Huns in bis eamp^ t« 
intercept his proviilons^ and .to rediice ^biiii 10 
the alternative of a'lMfgraceful tr'taty, pr an^ Mh 
equal combat. But the impatience of. the Bar^ 
bari^ns foon difdained.thefe oaotioqs mid .(ttiacory 
meafures : and the iQature polky pf Mtin% .wai 
apprehenfive^ that, ..after the eatirpaticm. of the 
Huns, the republic would be oppreff^- by the 
pride and power of the. Gothic. auioA... Th^ 
patrician ex(ertedthe.fuperior.a£ceiidant of a^oi- 
rity and reafon,. to calm the pa&wsf, which the 
foQ of Theodoric confidei^d as a duty.;* reSpre? 
fisnted, with feemihg affe&i6n^ . and real^ truths 
the dangers of abfence and delay ; and pej^ftiaded 
Torifinond to difappoint, -by bis fpeedy . return^ 
the ambitious defigns o£ jhis? bxotbBis^ who 
might occupy the throiie and treafures of TUou^ 

loufe. 
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Itefo^v itter the debamrc «f the Goths, and ^ " ^J*' 
tbc fqwraiipn^OT the allmd army, Attih ^as fur<^ ^^^-^-'m/ 
prifed at the i^ft. fikuce that reigned over the 
fllmn9 of Ghiidn9>; the fuf{ncion of fome hoftile 
ibi$iag<n^etiai9Qd him feveral day» within the 
arth of bis. Waggons; end his ratreat beyond * 
tbe^ Ithioe cimfi^Sed the lait vidory which wa< 
attltievod 4f]|i tlie namie of the WeAern emphre. 
J^crdv^s. Wd hk^ l^rank^ obferving a prudent 
diAence» and minify ang the opinion of thetr 
fir^e^tb, !by thir numerous iirbs which they kin* 
4led every rrigh^t. ' contmuied to follow die rear 
of the Huoi^/lill thejr reaicbed tbe^confines of 
ThnriogM^ Ths Tbuir^gians ferved in the army 
Af.Attfla: tbety^. traverfed, both in their march 
end in fheirMHini^ the territories of the Franks | 
ai|d il wkbperitat>s ift t^is war that they exercifed 
tke oniebj^s, ¥rbl^4 ^ut fburfcore years. after* 
Wfffds, vBw^e r^vRn^ by the fon of Clotts. Tbey 
maflacpied; thiar. .tinges, as: well as their cap- 
4Jffs: two hundred y^ng miudens were tottured 
with exi|uirMe and unrelenting rage ; their bpdies 
mre torn afunder by wild hc^'fes, or their bones 
were m'ljiflied under the weight of rolling wag- 
gons j and their unburi^d limbs were abandoned! 
oa the public foads, as a prey to dogs and vul- 

• • • 

4S Joynaiviea de Rebus Gcticis, c. 41. p. 671. The policy of 
iEtiiiiy and the behaviour of Totifmond, are extreinely natural | 
and tbe patricran, according to Giegcry of Tours (1. ii. c. 7« 
p. 163.) diftnHRd tbe prince of theFratrtts, by fuggctting to him a 
fimilar apprtben(ion. Tbe faife Idatius ridiculously pretends, that 
JBtittS paid a cland^ftine, tieflurnal, vifit to the kings of the Hani 
and of the Viitgoths ; from each of whom he obtained a bribe of tea 
flioif ted ^tUf$ of gokl^ as tlfe price of an undiftarbed retreat. 
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^jcxxv*' *^^^^ Soch wd'c ihofc .fitvagB luKdfti^rs, 'i^ 
v«*v^ ims^inary virtues have fooietimes exciMld the 

praife and ^Qvy of civilized ages^' ? 
invafionof Neitbcr the fpirit, nor the forces, nor th4 
Atlih^ reputation of Attila, were impaired by Ihc ftll- 
A»i>.45»« ure of the Gallic expediticm. In the enfuiiig 
fpringy he repeated his demand, of the prfaidafe 
Honoria, and her patrimonial treafuresv l*he 
demand was again rejefted, w eluded ; and the 
indignant lover hnmediately cook the field, pafled 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aqufikia 
with an inniimerabte bbft of Banrbftrians. -ThoTe 
Barbatians vrere nnflciled in the methods' of eoa^ 
during a regular ii^e, wbidi, even among the 
ancients, rrqnir^ £bme knowledge, or • at ItaA 
fome pra&ice, of . the mechtmic wtt$. But the 
tlabour c^many thouland proM^tne)ats= and captives, 
whofe liv^ were facrfficed without pity, tnight 
execute the mofl painful 'an4'dluigerMs work. 
The (kill of the Roman ai^t^s- might be cor^ 
rupted to the deftrudion of tbdr country. The 
walk of Aquilda were aflaulted by a formidd>le 
« tnttH of battering rams, moveable turrets, 'and 
engines, that threw ftones, darts^and fiie^'; and 

the 

47 Tbefe cruelties, which ire f^afflonatcly deplored by Thcodorie* 
the Ton of Clovit (Giegory of Toury, L iii, e. icu p. T90*}y fuit 
thf time ahd etrcumitanrct of the inv^don of Attil9» Hit refidcnfc 
in Thurirgia was long attcfted by popular traditioo; and he it fiip. 
pofcd to have aflenibled a cMrrvWiMfV-Ar diet* in the ferfiaory of £ifc- 
iiach. See Mafrou, is. 30. Mrho lirttlai wifh nice accuiacy the ex- 
* tent of {^cient.Thuriiigia, and deriYca its name fr»m the Gothic 
tribe of the Thervingi. 

4" Machinit c«iiftri|llia9 ompibufqus torniMitpiwii genefihug ad* 
hibitis.' Jeinandet, c. 41. p. 673. In the thirteenth century, the 
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the monarch of the Hung employed Ae Ardble '^ ^xxr * 
impo^fd of hopCy fear, emulation, and tntereft, 
to fobvert the only hairier whidi delayed the 
conqueft of Italy, Aquileia 'was at tliat period ^ 
one of the richeft, the moft populous, and the: 
ftrongeft of the maritime cities of the Hidriatic 
coaft* The Gothic auiiliaries, who appear to 
have (erved under their nsttive princes Alafic and 
Antftla, communicated their intrepid fpirir; and 
the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and 
fimre&ful refiftance, which their aneeftots had 
oppofed to a fierce, inexorable Barbariw, liho 
difgraced the majefty of the Rmiiaa piirpler 
Threse months were confamed without e0e(t * in 
the fiege of Aquileia ; till the want ^ provlSons, 
and the cjiamours of his army^ competled At^ 
to relinquifh the emerprife; and tetudamly :to 
iffue his orders, that the tvoops (bottkl ftrike 
their tents the next morning, and begin 'thiil 
retreat. But as he rode roumi the wa)b» pen* 
five, angry, and difappohited, ha ohferved a ftdrk, 
preparing to leave her neft, in one of the towers^ 
and to fly with lier infant fan^y towards dia 
vcountry. He feized, with the ready penetradoh 
of a ftatefman, this trifling incident, which choice 
had oflFered to fuperftitibn } and exclaimed, in a 

Moguls baucfffil the cities of CUiatwtth Isirge engines conlliiiAvi 
by the MahomttsM or Chriftians in their fervke, which threw ftoncs 
fron I JO to %qo pouiuJs weight. In tbo4fcffoce of their country* 
the Chioefe uied goopo«Nif;r» «nd even honths^ ftboie mn hundred 
years before they were koown in £uio|ie } yec even ihoft ceMHal, 
qX infernal, ^n^e ^«er< infuflicient to proteA a puiHanimotts nation* 
^n GaiibtU Uiil..dfs Mofi|^% f»« 70^ 7S# i5S* si7» ^^« 

loud 
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fcJ»iAjp. loud ^wad chectfii! * ton*i • that fuch a domeftic 
birdv.' io bottftadtly attached ta huma^ fociety^ 

■ 

^uld nersr .likft ^andoned her sincient feats^ 
unfeft.tfaQfe towers, bad been devoted to impend-^ 
Ing tttin jahd fditude**. The favourable- omen 
i$l%»ifto>l' an afibrasce of vij^ory ; the fiege' was 
renewed, and profeeuted with freOi vigour ; a 
hrge brioach was made in the parr of tlie wall 
ftpm whence the ftork had taken her flight ; 'the 
liuna -maubted ti> the affanlt with irrefiftibk' fury ; 
tod tbe fecocaedihg*. t gdMration could jfcarcely'diC 
KSHmr ^iXtkint ctf Aqmleia ^^ i^fter this dreads. 
fol'tshaftifriiient^ Atmla. pur/tiedhis march ; and 
9i hi l|Ki&d» itbe 'cities of ^ Akiftudi , CbrcbrSia^ 
iAd/fMnft,'iW<re*f educed: into heaps of^ilones and 
^HMk The iidMi^ towns, Vfcenza^ Verona, and 
iSpr^unov were expofod to the tapadous cruelty 
elitbe Hmm ;Mifaiai srid Favia iub«iitted, Wh« 
ilKi^rcfiftaiice^iD the' iofr of their ^^Krealth; and 
^Pl^a^diid 'the! uilii&ml clemency) which preferv* 
4^^fmm tii9^aMet (hd {^ubHc, aai w^l as private, 
tHsMniga; and fp^ted the lives of the captive 

Ibe' popular tra<fitions of Comura, 
or Modena, m&y juftly be fiyfpeded ; yet 


. 49 :Tb< fame ilory it told hy^ Jornsndss^ and by pTODOfuuf (4p 
Bell. VdndaK K i. c. 4. p. iS7» iSS.): nor is it eafy to decide, 
which 18 the original.. But the Greek hi^orian is guilty of an inex. 
tolttabk 'ttiftakei tn^la«ing ihfr' fiege of Aqililtta nfier the death of 

. #% |«»#n«iid«<y about' «n'' hanired yeara afferward«,' aiBHfli#/that 
j&^ticia aaB8'loeoiiif»fetely nrinedi ita »t vix «}«§ weltfgii, vt appa. 
rtenr, Kl«s|ti»riiit.- Sec Jotttaadcsdc Rcb« Oetteia, c. 4*. i».^7S< 
teyl* Diacon. Urn* e. 14.' p. 785. Limpratid. Hid. L'Hi. c. a* 
The ftame of Ai|ttileia -waa fooietifQea applied to Fomtii JiilH {IS- 
vidad deli Fiiuli); the more recent capital of the Vcnedan province. 

-'4 they 
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tbey t60ii<;w^ with tbtom Al^Mtic. o^dcnfie. . to ^vSm*^ 
prove, th^ Attila fj^read hia: rav^es cnr«r the 
rich plains of modern Lolnbkrdy; which mm 
divided by the Po, ^d bo|iiM^d by the ; Alps. a«d 
Appennine'% Whea: he took p<^$0Q of. tM 
ropl palace pf Miianv he was AiEiNrired^ aM o& 
£^ded, at the fight of ^ fiSi^re, which reft^ 
feoted the Ca&fats feated on ;their throi|ei and .the 
princes of Scythia proftrate. a^ their ftet* >. The 
revenge which Attila infliffled on this mogttJUieal 
of Roman : vanity, , wai harmlefs and ingeaioui^ 
He commanded a painter to reverfe.tfae figuc6l» 
and the attitudes; and the emperors were de» 
lineated on the fame canva$, approacbiag hlk ^ 
fuppliant pofture to empty their bag$ of tribufaff 
gold before the throne of the. Scythian ino^arch '% 
The fpeftators muft have confdQed the truth a84 
propriety pf the alteration ; . and wer^e ppr^pl 
tempted to apply, on thja fmgplar occaiio^.tfaf 
well-known fable of the di^Hjite between th« lioa 
and the man". ^ , 


SI Ic deicnbipg this war of Attila, 9 war (6 famoiH, btit fa im^ 
perfectly known, t have taken for my guides two learned Italians^ 
who coniidercd the fi)bj«fl with fome pecvlitr advantages | Sifonios* 
4e Imperio Occidentali, ]. xiii. in his workt» toftu u p« 495— *5QSti 
and Muratori, Annali d'ltaJia, torn. iv. p. az^ — %^6, 8vo edition. - 

5* This article may be found under twodlffenent asticlea Qtaiu^iam^ 
and m^vx^) of the mifcelUoeous compilation of Suidat. 
SI Lep/refponditf humana hoc pi6lum nMnIk s 

Videres hominem dejeduai, & ptngere 
Leones fcireot. Ap4>endix ad Ph«dra^f Ji^gb* xxr. 

The lion in Phsedrus, very fooliihiy *pp«als Crom pi^lnres to the ain- 
phitheatre : and I am glad to obierve, ihat il^e native pi^t ^f, La 
fontaipe (l.iit. fable x^;.Jiat <Mmttc<l Ait m<4 lam and iin|M)fKi)t 

It 
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CH J«a . It:» a ikfing- wbf^y of the (er^iCfa^ pwde of 
w^.^w AtdlZf that the gnCt hever^ grew oli the fpot 
Foiimb. ^here bis horfe iiad irod.^ Yet the fevage de- 

tion of the % g» ' r 

republic of firoyef undefignedty 4aid the - foundations of a 
Venice. yep^bfic, whicb Tcvived, in the feudal ftate of 
Europe, the art and fpirit of commercial induftry* 
Th^ icelebrared name of ,Venice, or, Venetia '% 
was ioftMtXy diffufed over a large and fertile 
pr<ivinceof Italy, from the confines of Pannonia 
to the river Addua, and from the Po to the Rhas* 
tian and Julian Alps?. Before the irruption of 
^ the ''Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flouriffied in 

peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moft confpicuous (lation : but the ancient dignity 
'^ Pisidua was fupported by agriculture and ma- 
nufadures; and the property of five hundred 
ei^ens, who were entitled to the equeftrian rank, 
Inuft I^ve amounted) at the ftrideft computation^ 
to <»ae million feven htmdred thoufand pounds. 
Many famihes of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja-» 
cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe, though obfcure, refine in the neigh- 
^uring iflands ". At the extremity of the Gulf, 

f* Paul the Deacon (de Geftis Langobarcf. I. ii. c, 14. p. 7J4. ) 
defcribes the provinces of Italy about the end of the eighth century. 
VtnetUt non foluni in paucis infulis quas nunc Venetias dicimus, con. 
, *" " Aat; fed ejus term tntii a Pannonise fintbus tifque Adduam fiuviom 
IMOtelatur. The hiitory of that province till the age of Chartemaj^ne 
forms the 6rft and moft intere((tng part of the Verona lUuftrata 
(p. 1.—3SS.}, in which the marqais Scipio MafFel has ibrwo htnileif 
equally capable of enlarged ytews and minute dfquifuions. 

55 This emigration t« not artefted 1^ any contemporary evidence: 

but the faft is proved by the event, and the circumftances mrght be 

prefei ved by trddftien. The dtisena «f Aquileia rtetfred to the I(7e of 

' '-^ Gradug, thofc of Padui to Kivut Altus» or Kialto, •where the rity of 

Vjtnice was afterwtrds buiil^ kt» 

- ' a ^bere 
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where the Hadrhtic feebly {mitates the tides of ^ h a p. 
the ocean, near an hundred fmall iflands are fi^a^ 
ratfed by flialbw water from the continent, and 
protefted from the wives by feveral 16ng flips of 
land, which admh the entrance* of veffels through 
fome fecret and harrow channels •*. Till thfe 
middle of the fifth century, thefe remote and 
fequeftered Tpots' remained without cultivation^ 
tKTith few inhabitants, and almoft without a name. 
But the mantters of the Venetian fugitives, their 
arts and their government, were gradually form- 
ed by their new fituation ^ and one of the epiftles 
-ef Cafliodorius '^ tvhich defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards, may be confider* 
ed as the primitive monument of the republic. 
The minifter of Theodoric compares them, in his 
quaint declamatory ftyle, to water*fowl, who had 
fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves ; and 
though he allows, that the Venetian provinces 
ha4 formerly contained many noble families, he 
mfmuates, that they were now reduced by mif- 
fortune to the fame level of humble poverty. 
Fifh was the common, and almofl: the univerfai, 

5* The topography and nntiqiiitirs of the Vtnetian iflands, froiii 
Grndus to Clodia, or Chioggia, are accurately ftated in the DiiTtr* 
tatio Chrorographica de Italia Medii ^vi, p. i5t— 155. 

i7 Cafliodor. Variar. 1. xii. epift. 94. Maffei (Verona J fhift rata, 
part i. p. 240—154-) has tranflatcd and explained this curious let- 
ter, in the fpirit of a learned antiquarian and a taithful ruhje6l, who 
cdnfidered Venice at the only legiiimatc olFspring of the Roman re- 
piibtie. He fixes the date of the r pi (fie, and coinfequently the prte- 
feAur^ of CaiTlodorios, A* D. 523.; and the marquis*s authority 
has the more wc?};ht, as he had prepared an edition of his works, and 
a^hlalYy ptiMiifhcd tt diiftrtitfon on the true orthography of his name. 
Sm Ollfrvazioni Letteraire, torn. ii. p. 190-^339. 

food 
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CHAP food of every rank; thdr only treafvre eoniified 
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in the plenty of lalt* which th^y cxtra&ed from 
the fea: and the exchange of that commodity^ 
fo e0ential to human life, was fubftuuted in tha 
neighbouring markets to the currency of gold 
and filyer. A people, whofe babitatipns might 
be doubtfully affigned to the earth or w^ter, fooa 
became alike familiar with the two elements $ 
and the demands . of avarice fucp^eded to thoft 
of neceffity. TThe iflander^ who^ ifrom Grado to 
Chiozza, were intimately connected with each 
other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by 
the fecure, though laborious, navigation of thq 
fivers and inland canals. Their veffels, which 
were continually increafing in fize and numbar^ 
vifited all the harbours of the Gulf j and the mar^ 
riage, which Venice annually celebrates with the 
Hadriatic, was contraded in her early iafa&cy. 
The epiftle of Caffiodorius, the Pr^torian prae* 
/fd, is addreiTed to the maritime tribunes : and 
be exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the pub* 
lie fervice, which required their aiSiftance to 
tranfport the maga2dnes of wine and oil from the 
province of Iftrik to the royal dty of Ravenna* 
The ambiguous office of thefe magidrates is ex* 
plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prm- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were 
created by an annual and popular eledion. The. 
exiftence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kbgdom of Italy, is attefled by the faim« 
authentic, record, which annihilates their loftf 

<^aiBl> 
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tlaita of original and perpetual independ* chap. 

cB AAA v« 

cnce * . ^,j^^-^^ 

The Italians, who had long fince renounced Atuia 
the ezercife of arms, were furprifed> after forty fj^uJe^? 
years peace, by the approach of a formidable ■»">• 
Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the enemy 
of their religion, as well as of their republic. 
Amidfl the general confternation, ^tius alone 
was incapable of fear ; but it was impoffible that 
he ihould atchieve, alone, and unaffifted, any. 
military exploits worthy of his former renown. 
The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy j and the fuccours 
promifed by the Eaftern emperor were diftant and' 
doubtful. SiAce iEtius, at the head of his do- 
medic tropps, ftill maintained the field, and ha^ 
rafled or retarded the march of Attila, he never 
fliewed himfelf more truly great, than at the time 
when his condud was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful people *•. If the mind of Valentinian 
had been fufceptible of any generous fentiments, 
he would have, cbofen fuch a general for his ex- 

5^ See, in the iecond volume .of Amelot de la Houflaie Hifioirc 
dn Qdttvernement de Venifey a tranflation of the famous Squittini; 
This book, which hac been exalted far above its merits, is lisiined in 
every line with the difingenuous malevolence orf party : but the prin- 
cipal evidence, genuine and apocryphal, is brought together, and the 
reader wtll^aaiily chufe the fair medilun. 

59 Sirmohd (Not. ad Sidon. ApoUin. p* 19.) has publiihed a 
cnrioifs pafTage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attila redintegratis 
viribus, qnas in Gallia amiferat, Italiam ingredi per Pannonias in. 
tendit ; nihil duce noftro ^tio iecundum pcioris belli o|>era profpi- 
ciente, &c. He reproaches ^tius with negUAing to guard the 
Alps, and with a defign to abandon Italy 1 but this rafh cenfore may 
at leaft be counterbalanced by the favourable tcftlmonies of Idatiuf , 
and Ifidore. 

Vol. VL K ample 
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.amf^e and Im guide. Biie thd timid grahdfoti- ' of 
Theodofius, inftead of (haring the 'dangers, eP 
dapedffaifi the fbiind of v^ry and his hafty 
rctteat fram ftavenna to Rome, frofti aii imp^dg-^* 
liable fort^eft to rni open capital^ betrayed.. Wsf 
ftcifet inteiitioft of abandoning Italy, as foenaf 
the dtfftger fbould afipfoach his • Inlp^iil peffom 
This (hameful abdication ti^as fufpended, how-^ 
ever, by the fpirit of ddubt and delay^ 'i^hich 
commonly adheres to pufillahimdtts odunfelS,- aritf 
fometimfes correds their pernicious teiidcfncy; 
I'he Weftern emperor, with the fthkte and peo* 
pie of Rome,* embraced the more fatotaty Tef<>- 
lutiori of deprecating, by a folemn ihd fupplfadf 
cmbaffy, thd wrath of Attila. This* important 
commiffion was accepted by Avienus, who, frottf 
Kis birth and richfe?, his confiilar dignity, the- 
numerous train • of his clients, and his- parfonal 
abilities, held the firft rank in th^ Roman ienate.- 
The'fpecious and artful charafter.of Avienus% 
was admirably qualified to conduft a negociation 
either of public or private intereft : his collfeagtie 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian praefec- 
ture of Italy ; and Leo, biihop of Rome, con- 
fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his fiock. 
The genius of Leo *' was exercifed and difplayed 

60 See the original portraits of Avienus, and his rival BafiUus^ 
delineated and con traded in the epidles (i- 9* p. 22.) of Sidonius. 
He had (ludied the charaflers of the two chiefs of the fenate; but he 
attached himfelf to Bafilius, as the more folid and difincerefted friend. 

*' The character and principles of Leo may be traced in one 
llundred and forty- one original epi(Ues» which illuilrate the eccie« 
$a(ltca\ hKlory of his long and bufy pontificate) from A. D. 440 to 
461. See Dupin, Bibliothvqne Ecclefiaili^ue, torn. i«. part ii« 
p. 12^.-165.. 
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In the public misfortunes ; alid he 'has deferved 
the appellation ol Great^ by the fuccefeful zeal 
with which he IsdDour^d to eftabtilh his opinions 
imd h£5 authority, under the Venerable names of 
iorthodox faith and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The 
Roman ambafladt)irs were introduced to the tent 
t>f Attita, as he lay encamped at the place where 
liie flow-winding Mincius is loft in the foaming 
1«ravfes of the lake Benacus **, and trampled, with 
his JScytfaian cavalry, the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil *^- The Barbarian monarch liftened with 
favourable, and even tefpedful, attention ; and 
the ddivel*ance of Italy was purchafed by the ira* 
-menfe ranfpm, or dowry, of the princefs Honoriak 
The ftat^ of his ^rmy might facilitate the treaty^ 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit was 
teheed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
-climate. The (hepherds of the North, whofe 
ordinary food confided of milk and raw flefh, in- 
dulged themfelyes too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine, and of meat prepared and feafoned by 
the ^arts of cookery j and the progrefs of difeafe 
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I I. tardis ingens ubi fle;:il>us errat 
Mineiut, et tenera praetexit arundinie ripas 


j^nne lacus tantos, te-Lari maxime, teque 
FiuflibuSy et fVeniitu aifurgens Benace marino. 
#t Thft Marquis MafFei (Verona Illuftrata, part i. p. 95. isp. 221. 
part ii« p. %• 6.) has illaftrated with tafte and learning this interefting 
topography. He places the interview of Attlla and St. Leo near 
Ariolica^ or Ardeltca^ now Pefchiera, at the conflux of the lake and 
mer \ afcerlains the villa of Catullus, in the delightful peninfula 
•f Sarmio,and difcovers the Andes of Virgil^ in the village of Bandes, 
precifely fituate qu^ fe fubda cere col les jncipiunt, where the Veronefc 
lulli imperceptibly dope down into the plain of Mantua. 
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revenged in fbme meafurc the injuries of tlie Itai- 
lians **. When Attila declared his refolution erf 
carrying his viftonous arnis to the gates of Rome, 
he was admoniflied by his friends, as well as by 
his enemies, that Alaric had not long furvived 
the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind, fij- 
perior to real danger, was affaulted by imaginary 
terrors; nor could he efcape the influence of 
iuperftition, which had fo often been fuhferrieot 
to his defigns*'. The prcffmg eloquence of lieoi, 
his majeftic afpeft, and facerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual' fathei: of 
the Chriftians. The apparition of the two apoftles, 
St. Peter and St. Paul, who menaced the Bar- 
barian with inftant death, if he rejefted the prayet 
of their fucceffor, is one of the nobleft legends of 
ccclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of Rome migltf • 
deferve the interpofition of celeftial beings j. and 
fome indulgence is due to a fable, which has been 
reprefented by the pencil of Raphael, and the 
chiffelof Algardi*^^ 

H 61 ilatim infeitu agmine uvbem petiilientt gr&fide cHfcHm^n 
erief. fed in Venetia quo fere traAu Italia molliflima eft, ipHi ioli 
ccelique dementia robur elanguit. Adhoc panis usu carnif<)ue coda»» 
er dulcedine vini niittgatos, &c. This pafTage of Florui (Hi. 3.) i> 
ilitl more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and it may ferve 
as a commentary on the ceff/lial plague, with which IJatius and Ifidor* 
h ive affliftcd the troops of Attila. 

65 The hiftorian Prifcus had pefitivelr mentioned the cWiSt which 
this example produced on the mind o^ Attila. Jornandes, c, 44. 
p»67}. 

^6 The pifiurc of Raphael is in the Vatican 5 the baffo (or per- 
haps the alto) rehevo of Algardi, on one of the altars of S(« Pettr 
(fee Dubos, Reflexions fur la Poeiie et fur la Peinture» torn. f. 
p. 519, 5ioO* Baronius (Annal. £cclef. A. D. 45a. l^^sy^ 58. } 
bravely fuftains the truth of the apparition $ which is r«)e6ied» hew« 
ever, by the -molt learned md pious Catholics* 

. , '• Before 
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Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy, ^ " ^ **• 
he threatened to return more dreadful, and more v^— /-w 
implacable, if his bride, the princefs Henoria, ^^'if",** 
were not delivered to his ambafladors within the A.D. 455. 
term ftipulated by the treaty. Yet, in the mean 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety, by add- 
ing a beautiful maid, whofe name was lldico, . 
to the lift of his innumerable wives *\ Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftiyity, at his wooden palace beyond the Da- 
nube ; and the monarch, oppreffed with wine 
and ileep, retired, at a late hour, from the ban- 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- 
tinued to refpeft his pleafures, or his repofe, the 
greateft part of the enfuing day, till the unufual 
iilence alarmed their fears and fufpicions ; and, 
after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and 
Repeated cries, they at length broke into ihe 
royal apartment. They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bediide, hiding her face with 
her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the king^ who had expired during 

» 

. ^ AftiUf uf Pnif;us hiftoricus refcrt, extin^ionrf fu« tempore^ 
pnellam lidico nomine^ <|ecorai9 valJe^ fibi inarrimonium poll in- 
namerabiles uxores . • . focians. Jornandes, c» 4.9. p. 683, 684^ 
H« afterwards adds (c. 50. p. 686.) Filii Auil^e, quorum p«r li(:en- 
tiatn libidinis pane populus fuit. Polygamy has been ettabliibed 
among the Tartars of every age. The rank of pjebeian wives is 
regulated only by their perfonal charms ; and the fided matron pre- 
pares^ without a murmur, the bed which is defined for her blooming 
rival. But in royal families, the daughcert of Khans com municare 
to their Tons a -prior right of inheritance. §ee Genealogical Hiftory, 
|>. 4^6, 407, 408. 

K 3 the 
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CHAP, the night ^\ An artery had Ridddnly burft ; 
and as Attila lay in a fupine pofture, he was fafc 
focated by a toirrent of blood, which, inftcad of 
finding a paffage through the noftrils, regurgi- 
tated into the lungs and ftomach. His body wa^ 
folemnly expofed in the midft of the plain, un* 
der a filken pavilion ; and the chofen fquadrons 
of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured evo^ 
lutions, chanted a funeral fong to the memory 
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in hiss 
death, the father of his people, the fcourge of 
his enemies, and the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cuftoni, the Barbarian; 
tut off a part of their hair, gaflied their faces 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiaiit 
leader as he deferved, not with the tears of wo- 
men, but with the blood of warriors. The re* 
mains of Attila were inclofed within three coffins, 
of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately 
buried in the night : the fpoils of nations wer^ 
thrown into his grave j the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maflfacred; 
and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
.ceflive grief, feafted, with diffolute and intem- 
perate mirth, about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Conftantinople, that on 

6R The report of her guift reached Conftantinople, where it ob- 
tdined a very diffvrent nsmej and Marcellinus obferves, rtiat the 
tyjant of Europe was fl'.in in the night by the hand, and rhe knife, 
of a woman. Cornciile, who has adapted the genirine account to 
his tragedy, defcribes tie irruption of blood in forty bom^aft lineSj 
and Attila exclaims, with ridiculous fury, 

S'ii ne veut s'arreier (bh blood) , 

(Dit.il) en me paycra ce qui m'cn va couter. 

the 
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the fortunate night ip which he expired, M^rchn ^xxxv^* 
beheld in a dream the bow of ^ttila broken '^-— .^•^ 
jiffunder : and the report may be allowed to prove, 
how feldom the image of that formidable Bar- 
barian was abfeut from the jnind of a Roman 
emperor *^. 

The revolution which fubverted tbe .empire of Deftruc-. 
the Huns, eaabjifted the fa.me of A^ila, whbfe 'JZ^^l ^** 
genius alone had fuftained the huge aijd dif- 
jointed fabric. After his death, the bgldeft chiefs 
tains afpired to the rank of kings ; the moft pow- • 
erful kings refufed to acknowledge a fuperior j 
imd the numerous fpns, whom fo many various 
mothers . bore to the deceafed monarch, divided 
and difputed, like a private inheritance, the*fd- 
vereign command of the nations of Germany and 
Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and reprefented 
the difgrace of this fervile partition ; and his fub- 
jefiis, the warlike Gepidse, with the Oftrogoths, 
under the condufl of three valiant brothers, en- 
couraged their allies to vindicate the rights of 
freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decifive 
conflict on the banks of the river Netad, in Pan- 
nonia, the lance of the Gepidae, the fword of the 
Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the Suevic in- 
fantry, the light arms of the Heruli-, and the 
lieavy weapons of the Alanr, encountered or fup- 
ported each other ; and* the viftory of Ardaric 
5?^as accon^panied with the flaughter of thirty - 

*9 The ctirious circumftances of the death ?\nd funeral of Atrii;|, 
•9re related by Jocnand^s (c. 49. p. 633} ^^4* ^^sOi ^"4 ^^C^ P'^M* 
«)»ably tranCcribed from Pri feu s« 

^4 thouran'4 
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*%rv^r^* thoufand of bis enemies. Ellac, the cldeft foil 
of Attila, loll his life and crown m the memo* 
rable battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed 
him to the throne of the Acatzires, a Scythian 
people, whom he fubdued} and his father, who 
loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the 
death, of Ellac '^. His brother Dengifich, with 
an army of Huns, flill formidable in thdr flight 
and ruin, maintained his ground above fifteen 
years on the banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
feat of a new power, which was erefted by Ar- 
daric, king of the Gepidee. The Pannonian 
conquefts, from Vienna to Sirmium, were occu- 
pied by the Oftrogothsj and the fettlements of 
the tribes, who had fo bravely aflerted their native 
freedom^ were irregularly diftributed, according 
to the meafure of their refpeftive ftrength. ^ Sur- 
rounded and opprefled by the multitude of his 
father's ^aves, the kingdom of Oengiiich was 
confined to the circle of his waggons ; his def- 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eaflern 
'empire; he fell in battle; and his head, igno- 
minioufly expofed in the Hippodrome, exhibited 
a grate&l fp^dacle to the people of Conflan- 
nnopk^ Attila ^had foftdly or fuperftitioufly be- 

« 

79 See Jornandesy de Rebus Geticis, c. 50. p* 6S5» 6S6» 6S7, 
688. Hit dtdtndiDn of the national ai'tns is curious and important. 
Nam ibi admfrandum reor fuiflfe rpeAactitum, ubi ccrnere erat cuoftis, 
pugnaotem Gothum enfe furentem, Gepidam in vulnere fuonitA 
ciinAa tela frangentem, Suevuni pede, Hunnum fagitta prarfumere^ 
Alanum gravi, Herulum levi, armatuia, aiciein tnflruere. I am not 
prtc'tfely jnformfBd'of the iituation of the riYer Netad^ 

"lieved. 
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lieved, that Irnac, the young'eft , of his fons, was ^ " Jv^' 
deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race, ^^^^vw 
The charafter of that prince, who attempted to 
tnoderate the raflmefs of his brother Deiigifich, 
was more fuitable to the declining condition of 
the Huns ; and Irnac, with his fubjeft hords, re- 
tired into the heart of the Lefler Scythia. They 
were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar- 
barians, who followed the fame road which their 
own anceftors had formerly difcovered. The 
Geougen, oir Avares, whofe refidence is afllgned 
by the Greek writers to the (hores of the ocean, 
impelled the adjacent tribes; till at length the 
Igours of the North; iffuing from the cold Sibe- 
rian regions,' which produce the moft valuable 
furs, fpread themfelves over the defert, as far as 
the Borifthenes and Cafpian gates ; and finally 
extinguiflied the empire of the Huns ^'. 

Such an event might contribute to the fafety Vaientmi. 
of the Eaftern empire, under the reign of a ^^^^^ 
prince, who conciliated the friend fhip, without patriciaw 
forfeiting the efteem, of the Barbarians. But ^Id]\^^. 
the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diflblute 
Valentinian, who had reached his thirty- fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafon or cou- 
rage, abufed this apparent fecurity, to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne, by the mur- 
der of the patrician ^tius. From the inftin£fc 

t* Two modern hiftoriant have thrown much new light en ih« 
mm and divifion o^ the empire of Attila. M. tie Buat, by bit bbb. 
nous and minute diligence (toni. viiu p. 3-- «3i. 68 '-94..) } a»d M. 
cU Gui^nes, by his extraordinary knowledge at' the Chinefe language 
and writers. See.Hift. det Huna, torn, ii* p. sii~*3^9* 
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CHAP, of a bafe and jealous - iniad> be hated the man 

who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of 
the Barbarians, and the fupport of the republic; 
and his new favourite, the eunuch Heraclius, 
awakened the emperor from ' the fupine lethargy, 
which might be difguifed, during the life oi 
Placidia'% by the excufe of filial piety. The 
fame of j£tius, his wealth and dignity, the nur 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers^ 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the fl:ate, and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius, who was already contraded to Eu» 
doxia, the emperor's daughter,, had raifed hioi 
above the rank of a fubjed. The ambitious de- 
figns, of which he was fecretly accufed, e^cite4 
the fears, as well' as the refentment, of Valenti- 
niah* iEtius himfelf, fupported by the confciouf* 
nefs of his merit, his fervices, and perhaps his 
innocence, feems to have maintained a haughty 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended 
his fovereign by an hofiile declaration ; he aggra? 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation ^nd 
alliance J he proclsumed bis fufpicions, he ne* 
jglected his fafety ; and from a vain confidence 
.that the enemy, whom he defpifed, was incapable 

7* Placidia. died at Rome, November a7f A. D. 4.J0. She was 
buried at Ravenna, where her fepulchVe, ancf even -her corpfe, ieated 
in a chaic of cyprefs wood, were preferired for ages. The emprefs 
Received m a uy. .conn pi indents from xh& ortliodox clergy j and St. Peter 
thryfologusairuicd her, that* her Eeal for the Trinity .had been rcr 
fompenfed by an auguft tiunity of diildren. See Tillcmont, Hift- dc8 
£mp. toin> vi. p. 240. . ^ 
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^en of 2^ manly crime, he raflily ventured Ws ^^^^y^' 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilft he urged, 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar* 
riage of his fon j Valentinian, drawing his fword, 
the firft fword he had ever drawn, plunged it in 
the bread of a general who had faved his empire : 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioufly (Iruggled 
to imitate their mafter ; and i£tius, pierced widi 
|Ui hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre- 
fence. Boethiqs, the Prsstorian prasfe£t, was 
killed at the fame moment : and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were furamoned to the palace, and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated' 
J)y the fpecious names of juftice and necefSty, 
was immediately communicated by the emperor 
to his foldiers, his fubjefts, and his allies. The 
fiations, who were ftrangers pr enemies to ^tius, 
generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero ? 
the Barbarians, who had been attached to his 
fervice, diffembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt, which had been fo 
Jong entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence* 
Such fentim^nts feldom pervade the walls of a 
palace ; yet the emperor was confounded by the 
honeft reply of a Roman, whofe approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit, " I am ignorant, 
♦* Sir, of your motives or provocations ; I only 
f'^now, that you have afted like a man who 
*' cuts off his right 4iand with bis left^V 

The 

» 
« 

It AetitJim Plactdus maftavlt icmivir amens, is thr exprelTioR of 
^idonius (Fanegyr, Avit» 359. )• T^^ P<>et knew the wgrld, anti 


Maxiin\J4, 
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CHAP. The luxury of Rome feems to have attraded 
^-^^-i^lr the long and frequent vifitS' of Valentiniao ; "wjtko 
v"ih '^* h ^'^^^ confcquently more defpifed at Rome, thwfi in 
wife of any other part of his dominions. A repubjican 
jpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate, as ttidsr 
authority, and even their fupplies, becamo ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of his feeble government. 
The ftately demeanour of an hereditary monareh 
offended their pride ; and the pleafures of Valen* 
tinian ware injurious to the peace and honour 6( 
noble families* The birih of the emprefs Eu*- 
do^ia w^ equal to his own, and her charms and 
tender affedion deferved thofe teftknonies of 
love, which her inconilaut hufband diffipated in 
.tague and unlawful amours. Petronius : Maxi* 
mus, a wealthy fenator of the Anician family, who 
jhad be^en twice conful, was pofTefled of a chafte 
and beautiful wife : her obdinate refinance ferved 
cmly to irritate the defires of Vaientinian; and 
he refolved to accompliih them either by ftrata* 
gem or force. Deep gaming was one of the 
vices of the court: the emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con* 
iiderable fum, uncoyrteoufly exaded his ring as 
a fecurity for the debt ; and fent it by a trufly 
TOejQTenger to his wif<^, with ^n order, in h^ 
hufband's name, that fbe ihould immediately at* 
t^nd the emprefs Eudoxia. The unfufpe^ing 
wife of Maxiftius was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace ; the emiflaries of her impa. 
tient lover conduced her to a remote and filent 


was not inclined to flatter a minifter who had injured or difgraced 
Aviius and MdjoriaDj the fuccefljve heroes of his fongt 


bed- 
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bed-chamber; and Valentiniati violated^ ixrithout ^xxkv^ 
remorfe^ the laws of bofpitality. Her tears, "^-ir^.-ii*«/ 
when (he returned home ; her deep alHidion ; and 
her bitter reproaches . againfl: her hufband, whom 
ihe confidered as the accomptiee of his own 
ihanie, excited Maximus to a juil revepge ; the 
defire of revenge was ftimulated by ambition ; 
and he* might reafonably afpire, by the free 
fuflfrage of the Roman fenate, to the throne of a 
4iete(ted and defpicable rivaU Valentinian, who 
fuppofed that every human brcaft was devoid, like 
his own, of friendfhip and gratitude, had impru- 
dently admitted among his guards feveral domef- 
tics and followers of ^tius. Two of thefe^ of Barr 
barian race, were perfuaded to execute a facred 
and honourable duty, by puniihing \nth death i 

the aflfadin of their patron; and their intrepid 
courage did not long expert a favourable mo- 
ment. Whilft Valentinian amufed himfelf in the 
field of Miars with the fpedacle of fome military 
fports, they fuddenly ruflied upon him with drawtt 
weapoiis, difpatched the guilty Heraclius, and 
ftabbed the emperor to the heart, without the Vaieotini. 
leail oppofition from his numerous train, who ^"* 

* . A.D. 445* 

teemed to rejoice in the tyrant's death. Such Marcu t6. 
was the fate of Valentinian the Third ^% the laft 

* • 

74 With regard to the caufe and circumftanccs of the deaths of 
JEttus and Valentinian, our inrormarton is dark, and imperfe^. 
Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. iS6y 187, t88.) U a fabu- 
loat writer for the events which precede his own memory. His oar- 
rative muft therefore be fupplied and corrected by five of fix Chro* 
oicles, none of whic% weie compofed tn Rome or Italy} and which 
can only cjtprefs, in broken fcnreiiCt^s, the popular rumourSy aii rhey 
were conveyed to Gaul^ Spain, Aiiica, Conftantinople, or M*:^' 
andria. 

' . - ■ Roman 
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^Kxjnr**' ^<^*^^ emperor ©f the family of Thep<foibs^ 

'^— -v-i'i-' He feithfully imitated the hereditary weaknefs of 

his coufin and his two uiicles^ Mrltfaoat inheriting 

the g^itlenefs^ the purity, the innocence, which 

alleviate, in their charafters, the ^ant of fpdrit 

and ability. Valentinian was teis exca&^^ 

iince he had paffions^ without virtues: even his 

• . religion was queftionable-; and though he. nivef 

deviated into the paths of herefy, he foandalized 

the {)ious Chriilians by his attachment to the pro 

fane arts of magic and divination. 

^wiptoms As earfy as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 

mud rum. was the opinion of the Roman augurfi, that the 

Pu>filve vultures, which Romulus had feen, repre*- 

fented the twelve centuries, affigned for the fatal 

period of his city '\ This prophecy, difregarded 

Sperhaps in the feafon of health ^nd ptofperity^ 

infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions^ 

-when the twelfth century, clouded with difgrace 

-and misfortune, was almoft elapfed ^'^ 5 and even 

4)ofterity muft acknowledge* with fome furprife> 

that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 

7* This interpretation of Vettiiis, a celebrated aiigur» was quoted 
Ijy Varro, in the xviiith book of liis Antiquities, Cenfdrimis, de 
Di^Natali, e. 17^ p. 90, 91. edit. Havercarppk 
. 76 According to Varro,. the twelfth, century would expire A. I>, 

447, but the uncertainty of the true sera of Rome might aHow fome 
latitude of anticipation or deby. The poets of the age, Claudiaa 
(de Bell. Getico, ^^S') ^"^ Sidonius (in Panegyr. Avit. 357. )i "™**y 
be admitted as fair witne(res of the popular opinion. 
Jam reputant annos, interceptoque volatft 

« Vulturis, incidunt pioperatis f^cula metis* 

• •• — •»*•• 

. ■ t 
Jam prope fata tui biffenas Vulturis alas 

Implebant i fcis namque tuos, fci«, Roma| labores* 

See Dttbos, Uift. Critique, torn. i. p. 34-q-^346« 
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6t fabulous crrcumftance, has been ferioufly veri- ^JL^v*' 
fied m the downfall of the weftern empire. But 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than the 
flight of vultures : the Roman government ap- 
peared every day lefs formidable to , its enemies, 
more odious and oppreffive to its fubjeSs ^^ The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs ; 
ceconomy was neglefted In proportion as it be- 
came . neceflary ; and the injuftice of the rich 
ihifted the unequal burden from themfelves to 
the people, whom they defrauded of the /W«/- 
gencies that might fonietimes have alleviated their 
mifery. The fevere inquifition, which confif- 
cated their goods, and tortured their perfons, 
compelled the fubjefts of Valentinian to prefer 
the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly 
to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the 
vile and abjedl condition of mercenary fervants- 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of 
Gaul, and the greateft part of Spain, were 
thrown into a ftate of diforderly independence, 
by the confederations of the Bagauda: ; and the 
Imperial minifters purfued with profcriptive laws, 
and jneflfeftual arms, the rebels whom they had 
made'*. If all the Barbarian conquerors had 

been 


77 The fifth book of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentation?, 
and vehement inve^ivea.. His immoderate freedom ferves to prove 
the weaknefSy aa well as the corruption, of the Roman government. 
Hia book was pub) i Hied after the lofs of Africa (A. D. 459 ), and 
before Attila's war (A. D. 451.). ; 

7* The Bagaudse of Spain, who fought pitched bittles with the 
Kenan tfoops^ are repeatedly mcntior.ed in the Clironide of Idatiu»« 

Salvian 
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CHAP, been annihilated in the fame hour, their total 
deftruftion would not . have reftored the. empire 
of the Wed: and if Rom? ftill furvtvedy^ ^ flie 
furvived the lofs of freedom^ of virtue, and of 
honour. 

Salvian bts dcfcnbed tlicir diflreft and rebellion in very forcible lan« 
guage. Itaque iiomen civium Romano^um • • . nunc ulcro repu« 
diatur ac f tigitur, Dec vile taixien §td etiani al>orainabile poene babetur. 
• • . . Et bine eit ut e|iani hi qui ad Barbaros non confugiunt| Bar. 
bari tainen ciTe eogunrui, icilicer ut eft pars magna Hirpanornm^ ct 
son minima Galtmum. . • . • De Bagaudis nunc mihi fiermo eft, qm 
per nialos judices et cruentoft fpoliati, affii^i, necati poftqoam jot 
Ronianse libei talis ainiferant, etiam honoreiii Romani nonninis per* 
diderunt. • • . • Vocamus rehelles, ,vacainus perditos quos efie com* 
pulimtM criminofo;),. Pc Gubernat* Dei^ i* v« p. 15S1 159. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Sack of Rome by Gen/eric y King of the Vandals, — Hh 
naval Depredations. — Succeffion of the lajl Empe- 
rors of the Wejl^ Maximus^ Avitus^ Majorian^ 
Severusy Anthetnius^ Olybriusy Glycerins^ Nepos^ 
Augujiulus. — Total Extindion of the Wejlern 
Empire.^^Reign of Odoacer, the firjt Barbarian 
King of Italy. 

npHE lofs or defolation' of the provinces, from c ti a p. 
the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory and v^^ ^ 
greatnefs of Rome : her internal profperity was ir- Naval 
retrievably deftroyed by the reparation of Africa. tllTvan- 
The rapacious Vandals coafifcated the patrimo- ^^^* 
nial eftates of the fenators, and intercepted the —455. 
regular fubfidies, which relieved the poverty, 
and encouraged the idlenefs, of the plebeians. 
The diftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated 
by an unexpeded attack ; and the province, fo 
long cultivated for their ufe by induftrious and 
obedient fubjefts, was armed againft them by an 
ambitious Barbarian. The Vandals and Alani, 
who followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Genferiq, 
had acquired, a rich and fertile territory, which 
ftretched along the coaft above ninety days jour- 
ney from Tangier to Tripqlij but their narrow 
limits were prefled and confined, on either fide, 
by the Tandy defert and the Mediterranean. The 
difcovery and conqueft of the Black nations, that 
Vol, .VI. ' L might 
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CHAP, might dwell beneath the torrid zone, could not 
tempt the rational ambition of Genferic : but he 
caft his eyes towards the fea ; he refolved to 
create a naval power, and his bold refolution was 
executed with fteady and aftive perfeverance. 
The woods of mount Atlas afforded an inexhauft- 
ible nurfery of timbef ; his new fubjefts were 
ikilled in the arts of navigation and (hip-builcUng ; 
he animated his daring Vandals to embrace a mode 
of warfare which would render -every maritime 
country acceffible to their arms ; the Moors and 
Africans were allured by the hopes of plunder j 
and, after an interval of fix centuries, the fleets 
•that iffued from the port of Carthage again claimed 
the empire of the Mediterranean* The fuccefs of 
the Vandals, the conqueft of Sicily, the fack of 
Palermo, and the frequent defcents on the coaft of 
Leuipania, awakened and alarmed the mother of 
Valentinian, and the fifter of Theodofius. Al- 
liances were formed ; and armaments, expenftrt 
and ineffedual, were prepared, for the deftrudion 
of the common enemy j who referved his courage 
to encounter thofe dangers which his policy 
could not prevent or elude. The defigns of the 
Roman government Tvere repeatedly bdHed by his 
artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and apparent 
conceflions; and the interpofition of his formid- 
,^able confederate the king of the Huns, recaHed 
• the emperors from the conqueft of Africa to the 
care of their domeftic fafety. The revolutions of 
the palace, ^ which left the Weftern empire ^M^fh* 
out a defender, and without a lawful pr&ce, im- 
pelled the apprehenfions,' and ftsinukoed^ls am-- 
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rice, of Genferic. He immediately equipped a vyxvi^' 
numerous fleet of Vandals and Moors, and caft ^^.^"- . ^ 
anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about three 
months after the death of Valeminian, and the 
elevation of Maximiis to the Imperial throne. 

The private life of the, fenator Petronius MaxI- tiic cht- 
mus ", was often alleged as a rare example of hu- ^^p**" *^** 
man felicity. His birth was noble and illullrious, tiic empe- 
fmce he defcended from the Anician family ; his myg^***' 
dignity was fupported by an adequate patrimony a.d. 4^5, 
in land and nioney ; and thefe advantages of for- '^' 

tune were accompanied with liberal arts and de- 
cent manners, which adorn or imitate the inef- 
timable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury 
of his palace aiKl table was hofpitable and ele- 
gaa^t. Whenever Maximus appeared in public^ 
he was furrounded by a train of grateful and ob« 
fequious clients * ; and it is pof&ble that among 
thefe clients^ he might deferve and polTefs fome ^ 

real friends. His merit was rew^irded by the 
favour of the prince and fenate : he thrice exer- 
cifed the office of Praetorian prafefk of Italy ; he 
was twice invefted with the confuKhip, and he 
obtained the rank of patrician. Thefe civil ho- 
nours w^e not incompatible with the enjoyment • 


« « 


* Sidoniut ApolHaarts compofed the thiiteenth eptftle of the fe. 
cond booky to refute the paradox of his friend Serranus, who en- 
tertained a fingular, though generouii enthufiafm for the deceafed 
emperor. This epiftle, with i'ome indulgence, may claim the praiie 
of an elegant compofition ^ and it throws much Ugfat on the character 
of Makifflus. 

* Clientumy prafvia, pedifeqaa, ciraimfufa^ populofitasy is the train 
which Sidonius himfelf (I. i. epift. 9.) aiTigns to anpther fenatof of 
confular rank. 
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CHAP, of leifure and tranquillity : his hours, accbrdinc: 

XXXVl* X J ^ ' o 

to the demands of pleafure or reafon, were accu- 
rately diftributed by a water-clock ; and this ava- 
rice of time maybe allowed to prove the fenfc 
which Maximus entertained of his own happinefs. 
The injury which he received from the emperor 
Valentinian, appears to excufe the moft bloody 
revenge. Yet a philofopher might have refle£ted, 
that, if the reiiftance of his wife had becQ fincere, 
her chaftity was dill inviolate, and that it could 
never be reftored if fhe had confented to the will 
of the adulterer. A patriot would have hefitated, 
before he plunged himfelf and his country into 
thofe inevitable calamities, which muft follow 
the extinftion of the royal houfe of TheodoGus. 
The imprudent Maximus difrcgarded thefeTalu- 
tary confidef ations : he gratified his refentment 
and ambition ; he faw the bleeding corpfe of Va- 
lentinian at his feet; and he heard himfelf fa- 
luted emperor by the unanimous voice of the fe- 
nate and people. But the day of his inaugu- 
ration was the lafl: day of his happinefs. He was 
imprifoned (fuch is the lively expreflioH of Si- 
donius) in the palace; and after paffing a 41eep- 
Icfs night, he fighed that he had attained thi-lum- 
mit of his wiflies, and afpired only to defcend 
from the dangerous elevation. Opprefled by the 
weight of the diadem, he communicated hia 
. anxious thoughts to his friend and quacftor Ful- 
gentius ; and when he looked back with unavaiU 
ing regret on the fecure plcafurcs of his formei; 
life, the emperor exclaimed, " fortunate Da- 

' , ^ modes. 
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' modes % thy reign began and ended with the ^^ ^^ a p, 
** fame dinner :'* a well-lqiown allufiony which ^^i— .—^ 
Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an infti;aftive • .' 
leffon for princes and fubjefts. 

The reign of Maximus continued about three His death, 
months. Hia hours, of which he bad loft the ^'^^t^*' 

'' ' ■ « June iz* 

command, were difturbed by remorfe, or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was (haken by the fedi- 
tions of the foldiers, the people, and the con- 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late em«. 
peror, might tend to eftablilh the hereditary fuc- 
ceflion of his family ; but the violence which he 
offered to the emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed * 

only from the blind, impulfe of luft or revenge. 
His own wife, the caufe of tfeefe tragic eveniii* 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real gripf, and 
to . fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper, whom (he fufpefted as the aflaffin of her : 
deceafed hufband. Thefe fufpicions were fooa 
juftified by the indifcreet confeflion of Maximus 
hfmfelf ; ' and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his reludlant 'bride, who was ftill confcious thai 
flie defcended from a line of emperors. From 

• 

* . r . .A 

.As^ i Di(lri£lus enfis cui fuper impia 

11^* Cervice pendet, non SUula dapti 

l>Q!ctem elabcrabunt faporem ; ^ • 

, Non avium Citharxquc cantus 

Somnum reilttcent. ' 

<*• Horat. Carra, lii. i. 

Sidoniuft concludes his letter wifli the ftory of Damocles, which. 
Cicero (pfufculan. v. 20, 21.) had fu inimitably told. 

^* L3 . the 
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CHAP, th^ Eaft, however, Eudoxia ' could tot n6|>e to 
obtain any effectual affiftance : her father ' and 

. her aijint Pulcheria were dead ; her mother Ian- ' 
guifhed at Jerufalem m difgrace and extt^ ; and* 
the fceptre of ConftantinQple was in the hands of 
a, Granger. She diredled her eyes towards Car- 
ihage ; fecretly implored the aid of the Idng of 
the Vandals ; and perfuaded Genferic to imptove 
the fair opportunity of difguiHng his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecious names of honour, juftice, 
and compaffion*.. Whatever abilities Maximus 
xpight have fhewn in a fubordin^te ftation^ he was 
found incapable of adminiftering an empire ; and 
thongh he might eafily have been informed of 
the navaV preparations which were made on the 
•c^pofite fhores of Africa, he expeded with fu« 
pme indifference .the approach of the enemy, 
without adopting any meafures of defence, of ffe- 
gociati^y or of a timely retreat. When the y^- 
dais difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, kVk 

, emperor was . fiiddenly roufed from his hil&^f 
by the clamours of a trembling and exafperat^d 
multitude. The ojily hope which prefented it* 
{elf to his aftonifhed mind was that of a pr<J^ 
pitate flight, and he exhorted the fenators to 
imitate the exampde of their priace. But no 


>.' 


4. Notwithftandlrg the eviden<|c of Procopiu?, EvagriuMifctius, « 
Marcellinus^ &c. ^c learned MoraMri (AnnaB^d'Iuilia/nft. iv* 
P« 2149*) doubts the reality of this invitation, ami obfervf^li, with 



truth, *' Mon £ puo dir quanto fia facile il gm>oIo a fognare e 
:ciar veci falfe.** But his argument, frona qlfci»|^al of ti#ne 
place, is extremely feeble. J^The figs which *^l6t near Carthage 
e produced to the fcoate of Rolne^fen the third day. 

n ' fooner 
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ooner did Manmus appear in the ftreets, than he. ^?v^i'*' 
was aflauhed by a fhower of ftones : a Roman, or *>— v-^-i^ 
a Burgundian, fbldier claimed the honour of the 
firfl wound ; his mangled body was ignominioufly 
caft into the Tyber ; the Roman people rejoiced 
in^the punifliment which'^they had inflifted on the 
author of the public calamities ^ and the domeftics 
of Eudoxia fignalized their zeal in the fervice of 
tbeir miftrefs '• 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic Sack of 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the ^""J^^J^ 
gates of the defencelefs city. Inftead of a fally Ms, 
of the Roman youth, there iffued from the gates an ju'ne 15^* 
unarmed and venerable proiceffion of the bilhop *9* 
at the head of bis clergy *. The fcarkfs fpirit of 
Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated 
the fiercenefs of a Barbarian conqueror : the king 
of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting 
multitude, to proteft the buildings from fire, and 
to exempt the captives from torture ; and although 
fuch orders were neither ferioufly given, nor 
ftriftly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his 
country. But Rome and its inhabitants were 

5 . . . Iniidoque tibi Burgundio du^la 

' Extorqaet tfefmlag- mailaodt principis tras. 

Sidon. in Panegyr* Avit. 44s, 
A remarkable line, vbich infiniiatet that Kome and Maximus were. * 
betra^red by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

^ The apparent fuccefs of pope Leo may be jafltfied by Profper^ 
and the Hiftoria Mifiellan, ; but the improbable Dotfon of Baronius 
(A.D. 455. N<> 13.}, that Genferic fpared the three ap«ft(^icai 
churches, is not countenanced even by the doubtful teftimonyof thei 

L 4 delivered 
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^^ A P. .<JeIivered to the licendoufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors, whofe blind paflions revenged the injuiies 
of Carthage, The pillage lafted fourteen days 
and nights; and all that yet remained of public 
or pwate wealth, of facred or profane treafure, 
was diligently tranfported to the veffeU of Gen- 
feric. Among the fpoils, the fplendid , relics of 
two temples, or rather of two religi(»i8, exhibited 
a memorable example of the viciffitude of human 
and divine things. Since the- abolition of Pa- 
ganifm, the Capitol had been violated and aban^ 
doned ; ' yet the ftatues of the gods and heroes 
were ftiU refpefted, and the curious vroof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genferic^ The holy inftrument^ of the Jewifh 
•ftrorfliip % the gold table, and the gold candle- 
ftick with feven branches, originally framed ac- 
cording to the particular inftruftions of God 
himfel^ and which were placed in the fanftuary 
of his temple, had been oftentatioufly difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
were afterwards depolited in the temple of Peibce; 

« 

T The profufion pf Catujus, the firft who gilt the roof of the Ca- 
pitol, was not univerfaily apprpveit (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. iS.); 
but ft was far exceeded by the emperor'?, »nd the external g.lding 
. of the temple coft Domitian T2,ooo talents (i,40o>oool.). The ex- 
preflions of Claudius and Rutilius (hue metaUi am^a , . • fafl'igia aftm^ 
und confitndunt^ue 'vegoi delubra micantia 'vifus) inaniftlUy prove that this 
fplendid covering wa^ not removed either by the Chriftians or the 
Goihs (fee Donatus, Roma Antiqua, J. ii. c. 6. p. i25«). It 
ibould ietm that the roof of the Capitol was decorated w^lll. gilt 
llatues, and, chariots drawn by four horfe?. ,. , ■■•f*' 

. ? i,he curious reader ina^ confult the learned and accurate trcatife 
pf Had»'»aH Reland, de ^poliig Tpmpli Hicrofplymitani in Arcu Ti- 
fianoRomae conrpicuit^ in i2mo. Traje^i ad Rhenun), 1716. * 
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and at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils c " a p. 
of Jerufalem were transferred from Rome to Car- 
thsfge^ by a Barbarian who derived his origin 
from thefliores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient mo- 
numents might attradt the notice of curiofity, as 
well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches, 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperfti^ ^ 
tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mstfe^ 
rials for facrilege ; and the pious liberality of pope • 
Leo, who melted fix filver vafes, the gift of Con- . 
ftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, i$' an 
evidence of the damage which he attempted to 
repair. In the forty-five years, that had elapfed 
iince the Gqthic invafion, the pomp and luxui-y 
of Rome were in fome meafure reftored ; and it 
was difEcult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the ava- 
rice of a conqueror, who poffeffed leifure to col- 
.l^ft, and (hips to tranfport, the wealth of the ca- 
pital. The imperial ornaments of the palace, the 
magnificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboards 
of mafiy plate, were accumulated with diforderlj 
rapine : the gold and filver amounted to feveral 
thoufand talents ; yet even the brafs and copper 
were laborioufly removed. Eudoxia herfelf, who 
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon 
bewailed the imprudence of her own conduft* 
She was rudely Itripped of her jewels; and the 
unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters^ , the 
only furviving remains of the great Theodofius,. 
was compelled, as a captive, to follow the haughty 
Vandal ; who immediately hoifted fail^ and re- 
turned with a profperous navigation to the port 

3 • ^ of 
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CHAP, of Carthage ^ Many thaufand Romans of bpth 
fexes, chofen for fome ufeful or agreeable qualifr*. 
" cations, reludantly embarked on board the Q^&il of 
Genferic ; and their ^iftr^fs was aggravated by the 
. unfeeling Barbarians, who^- in the divifion of the 
' booty, fisparated the wives from their huflband^ 
and the children from their parents. The charity 
of. Deogratias, bi(hop of Carthage '% was their only 
confolation and fupport. He generoufly fold the 
gold and filver plate of the church to purchafe the 
freedom of foq^e, to alleviate the Haver y of others, 
^ arid to affift the w^nts and infirmities of a captive 
. tnultitude, whofe health was im|>aired by the 
l»ardfliips which they had fuffered in their paiTagc 
from Italy to. Africa. By his order, two. fpacious 
churches were converted into hofpitals : the fick 
were diftributed in convenient beds, ami liberally 
fupplied with food and medicines 3 and the ag^ 
' prelate repeated his vifits both in the day and night, 
• with an ailiduity that . furpaifed his flrengtb, and a 
. |end^ fympathy which enhanced the value of his 
fer vices. Compare this fcene with the field of C^b^ 
'^ nae ; and judge between Hannibal and the faccfcffor 
of St/ Cyprian "> 

The 

\ 9 The veflll which tran^arted tb« relics of the Capitoly was tht 
only, one of the whole fleet that fuffered (kipwreck. If a bigotted 
fophift, a Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, he might have 
njoiced that this cargp of facrilege was loft in the fea. 

10 See Vi6^or XTitenfis, de Perfccut, Vandal. I. i. c. 8. p. ii, la, 
edit* Kuinart. Deogratias governed the church of Carthage only 
^ three y*ars. If he had not been privately buried, %i« cdrpfe would 
liave been torn piecemeal by the mad devotion of the people* 

" The general evidence for the death of Maximum, and the facie 

- of Kome by the Vandals, is compriaed in Sidonius (^Panegyr. Avif «, 

44t-<«4j[o0* i^'rocopius ^de Bell. Vandal. 4t i* c» 4, 5. p* iSS, iSj. 
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*rhe deaths of Miins and Valentinian had re * Sv^/** 
lasted the tfes which held the Barbarians of Gaul '-'--'v"-*^^ 
ai peace and fubordination. The fca-coaft was ^ror^^vi- 
infdfted by the Saxons ; the Alemanni a^d the tus, 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to theSeine ; f^\y Xl^^ 
and the ambkion of the Goths feemed to^meiit^e 
more ess^enfive and permanent conquefts* The ' 
emptor Maximus relieved him£elf, by a judicioud 
choice, from the weight of'thefe diftanl cares ; he 
filenced the foficitations of his friends, liftened t^ 
the voice of fame, and promoted a ftranger to the 
geoeral command of the forces in GauL Avt* 
tU8"% the ftranger, whofe merit was fo npbly re- 
warded, defcended from a wealthy and honoaraye 
family in the diocefe of Aurergne. The conrul- 
fions of the times urged him to embrace, wiA the 
fame ardour, the civil and military profeffions 5 . 
and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudtes of 
literature and jurifprudence with the exerd^fe of 
arms and hunting. Thirty years of his* life were ' 
laudably fpent in the public fervice ; healternately 
difplayed his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of JEtius, after executing the m^ im- 
portant embailies, was raifed to the flation ,of 
Praetorian prxfcft of Gaul. Either the mfwit df 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was deH* 
rous of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eftate^i ' 

and 1. ii. c. 9, p. »5S.)» Evagnus (1. H. c. 7.), Jornandes (de Reb, ^' •' 
GeticjSy c. 45. p. 677.)* ^"*i ^^^^ Chronicle* of lUatius^ Profpcr,, 
Klarcellinu|^ and Theophancs, under the proper year, *' 

■4. The private life and elevation of Avitus iDuil be deduced, with 
, becoming fufpicion, from the panegyric pronounced by 6idoniut 
ApoUinJUf|^ his fubjcfl^ aniji his fonin^IavV. , 

' ' • . which 
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which he poffefled in the neighbourhood of Cler- 
mont. A copious ftream, iffuing from the 6iof|^ 
tain, and falling headlong in many a ipud and 
foaming cafcade, difcharged its waters into a Iak(i 
about two miles in length, and the villa was plea- 
faj^tly" feated on the margin of the lake. The 
• baths, the porticoes, the fummer apd winter 
apartments, were adapted to the purpofes of luxuiy 
and ufe; and the adjacent country afforded 1^ 
various profpe^ts of woods, paftures, and mea- 
dow$ "'• In this retreat, where Avitus amufed liis 
leifure with books, rural fports, the practice of 
hulbandry, and the fociety of his friends '*, he re- 
ceived the imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him mafter-gmeral of the cavalry and infantry of 
Gaul. He aflumed the military command; the 
,Barbarijins fufpqi>4|d .their fury; and jvhatever 
means be might employ, whatever conceffions he 
wifj^t be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefi{f of aAual tranquillity. But the fate qf 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths ; and the Romad 

'J After the example of the younger Pliny, Sidonius (I. ii. c. a.) 
has laboured the £orid, prolix, and obfcure defcription of his villaj 
5pvhich bore the name (A;;VacMii),and had been the property of Avitot. 
The precife fituation is not afcertained. Conlult howtver the notes 
of Samon and Sirmond. 

'4 Sidonius (IT ii*. tp\&. 9.) has defcribed tbtf country life of the 
Gallic nobles, in a viiit which he made to his friends, wbofe eftates 
were in the neighboinhdod of Nifmes, The morning-hours were 
y fpent in tht/pb^rrfieriim, or tenpia^court j or in the library, which was 
■ furiiifhed with L^ir/n authors, profane and religious j the former for 
the men/ the latter for the ladies. The table was twice ferved, at 
dinner and fupper, with hot meat* (boiled and roaf^ and wine. 
During the intermediate time, the company flept, took the air on 
borfebaclli and ufed the warm bath. ^ ;r k^ ' 

, ^ general 
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getteral, lefs attentive to his dignity than to the ^xxvf' 
public intereft, did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe ' -^^■■»*.> 
in the charader of an ambaflador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous hofpitality, by Theodoric, 
the king of the Goths ; but while Avitus laid the 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation, h^ was aftoniihed by the intelligence, that 
the emperor Maximus was flain, and that Rome 
had been pillaged by the Vandals. A vacant 
throne, which he might afceild without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambition *' ; and the Vifi- 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefiftible fuffrage. They loved the per- 
fon of Avitus; they refpefted his virtues; and A.D.455. 
they were not infenfible of the advantage, as well ^uguftis. 
as honour, of giving an emperor to the Weft. 
The feafon was now approaching, in which the 
annual affembly of the feven provinces was held 
at Aries ; their deliberations might perhaps be in- 

• 

fluenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his 
martial brothers-; but their choice would naturally 
incline to the moft illuftrious of their countrymen. 
Avitus, after a decent refiftance, accepted the 
Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Gaul ; • 
and his eleAion was ratified by the acclamations 
of the Barbarians and provincials. The formal i 
confent of Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, was fo- : 
licited and obtained : but the fenate, Rome, and \ 

»5 Seventy lines of panegyric (505— 575. )> which dcfcrjbe the im« 
portuniiy of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftrugglin^ to overcome the fno* 
deft reluAance of Avitus, are blown away ly three words of an ho- 
Beft hiftorian. Romanuin amti/fet Imperiuoi (Greg. Turpa. 1. ii*. 
c« XX. in torn. ii. p. 168.). * . 

. Italy, 
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CHAP. Itjdy, though bumbled by their recent calannitieJ, 
,_^ -^V fubmitted with a fecret murmur to the prefuxnp- 

tion of the Gallic ufurper. 

charaaer Theodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for 

S^^*^kT ^^^ purple, had acquired the Gothic iceptre by 

oftheVifi- (be murder of his elder brother Torifmond; and 

5^^P*^^j he juftified this atrocious deed by the defign 

•-4^^^ which his predeceflbr had formed ^ violating his 

alliance with the empire **• Such a crime might 

not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba* 

rian ; but the manfters of Tbeodowc were gentle 

^ and humane ; and poflerity may contemplate with>- 

ont terror the original pi£lure of a Gothic king, 

whom Sidoniiis had intimately obferved, in the 

hours of peace and of focial intercourfe. In an 

epiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, the 

orator fatisBes the curiofity of one of his i&ien4s, 

in the following defcription " : ** By the majefty 

of his appearance^ Theodoric would command 

the refpeft of thofe who are ignorant of hi$ 

** merit ; and although he is born a prince/ hi$ 

^ merit would dignify a private ftation* He is 

^^ of a middle ftature, his body appears rather 

^' plump than fat^ and in his well-propertioaed 


>^ liidorf, archbiihop of Seville^ who was himitlf of th« b}«oii 
roya! of the Goths, acknowledges, a^d ainioft juftifies (Hift. Goth* 
p« ^iS.) the crime which their ilave Joruandes had bafely diflTemibled 
(c. 43, p. 673.). ..X 

■ >7 This elaborate defcription (1. i. ep. ii. p. 2^-7.) was di£bitecl 
by fome political motive* It was defigned for the public eye, and- 
liad been iliewn by the friends of Sidonios, before it was inferted in 
the coUeftion of hjs epKUes. The firft book was pubyflied feparately» 
4ee Tiilemonty Menioires Ecclef. torn. xvi. p« 964. 
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** limbs agility is united with mufcular ftrength *•. c h a f. 

. ' ^ XXXVI 

" If you examine his countenance, you will dif- 
** tinguifli a high forehead, large ibaggy eye* 
*^ brows, an aquiline aofe, thin lips, a regular 
*^ fet of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that 
" bluQies more frequeotly firora modefty than 
from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his 
time, as far as it is es|)ofed to the public view, 
may be concifely reprefentcd. Before day- 
break, he repairs, witb a fmall train, to his 
domeflic chapel, where the fervice h performed 
by the Jl^rian clergy ; but thofe who preliime 
to interpret his fecret fentiments, confider this 
*^ aiBduous devotion as the eSe£l of habit and po« 
*• licy. The reft of the morning is employed in 
^^ the adminiflration of his kingdom. His chair 
^ is furrounded by fome military officers of decent 
" afpe6: and behaviour : the noify crowd of his 
Barbarian guards occupies the hall of . audience *; 
but they are not permitted to ft and within the 
" veils or curtains, that conceal the councii- 
" chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaiTadors 
** of the nations are fucceffively introduced : The- 
" odoric liftens with attention, anfwers tliem with 
difcreet brevity, and either announces or de- 
lays, according to the^ nature of their buli- 
** nefs, his final refolution. . About eight (the 
" fecond hour) he rifes from his throne, and viftts, 

^^ I have (\jppreffe.1, in this portrait of Thcodoric, feveral minute 
circumflanceS) an4 technical phrafes, which could be tolerable, or 
indeed intelligible, to thofe only who, like the coniemporaiies of Si- 
donius, had frequented the markets where naked Aaves were expofed to 
i^le (Dubos, Hilt. Critique, totti, i, p, 404.) 

" either 
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CHAP. <« fcither his treafury, or his ftables. If he chnfei 
xxxvr* » 

'^ to hunt, or at lead to exerc;ife himfelf on horfe- 

** back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth ; 
" but when the game is marked, he bends it with 
** his own hand, and feldom miffes the objeft of 
** Ms aim : as a king, he difdains to bear arms 
*^ in fuch ignoble warfare; but as a foldier, he 
^ would blufli to accept any military fervice which 
he could perform himfelf. On common days, 
his dinner is not different from the repaO: of a . 
private citizen; but every Saturday, many ho-, 
noutable guefts are invited to the royal table, 
** which, on thefe occafions, is ferved with the 
** elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, and 
*^ the order and diligence of Italy "^ The gold 
*^ or filver plate is lefs remarkable for its weight, 
than for the brightnefs and curious workman< 
fliip : the tafte is gratified without the help of 
foreign and coftly luxury ; the lize and number 
** of the fcups of wine are regulated with a ftrift 
regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
fpe&ful filence that prevails, is interrupted only 
by grave and inftruQiye converfation. After 
*' dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
•* in a fliort flumber ; and as foon as he wakes, be 
^' calls for the dice and tables, encourages his 
** friends to forget the royal majefty, and is de- 
lighted when they freely exprefs the paffions, 
which are excited by the incidents of play. At 
this game, which he loves as the image of war, 


cc 






>9 Videas ibl elegantiam GraecnnOy abundantiam Gallicanam i 
cekritatem Italam; publicam pompam^ privatam diligentlamy re- 
giam difciplinam, 

• « he 
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M he alternately difplays his cagernefs, his fcill^ ^xxxv?* 
** his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he ^ ^^-^^"--^ 
lofes, he laughs } he is modeft and filent, if he 
whis. Yet, notwithftanding this feeming indif- 
*' ference, his courtiers chufe to folicit any fa* 
" vour in the moments of vidlory ; and I myfelf, 
** in my applications to the king, have derived 
" fome benefit from my lofles*** About the 
^* ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide of bufinefa 
'^ again returns, and flows inceflantly till after 
*^ fun^fet, when the fignal of the royal fupp^r di& 
^' miiTes the weary crowd of fuppUants and 
pleaders. At the fupper, a more familiar re« 
paft, buffoons and pantomimes are fometimes 
" introduced, to divert, not to oflfend, the com- 
^' pany, by their ridiculous wit: but female 
'* fingers, and the foft effeminate modes of mu« 
'^ fie, are fcverely baniihed, and fuch martial 
<^ tunes as animate the foul to deeds of valour are 
" alone grateful to the ear of Theodoric. He 
^^ retires from table ; and the noAurnal guards 
" are immediately ported at the entrance of the 
^^ treafury, the palace, and the private apart« 
" ments/* 

When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged Hisexpc- 
Avitus to aflume the purple, he offered his per- Jp*-"^'"^** 
fon and his forces, as a feithful foldier of the A. 0.4564 

« 

*^ Tune etiam ego aliquid obfecraturus felicitor vincor, et tnihi 
Ubula perit ut catiia faivetur. Sidonios of Auvergne was not a 
fubjedt of Thfodoric i' but he might be compelled to folick eitbet 
juftice or favour at the court of Thouloule. 
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c V A p. republic". The cjcploiu oFTheodotic fiKmiMI^^ 
Tinced the world, that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. After 
the ^ftablKhment of the Ooths in Aquitaiii, and 
the pafia^e of the Vandals kite Africa, the 
Suevi, who had fixed their kingdom in Oallicia, 
afpired to the conquefli of Spain, and threatmed 
tp eztingttifli the feebk remains of the Roman 
dominion* The provincials of Carthagena and 
Tahagona, afflided by an hpftile invafion^ repre^ 
fented their injuries and their apprehenfion$. 
Count Fronto was difpatched, in the name of the 
emperor Avitus^, with advantageous offers of 
peace and sdiiance ; and Theodoric interpofed his^ 
wdghty mediation, to declare that, unlefs his bro-^ 
ther-in4aw, the king of the Suevi, immediately 
retired, he fhould be obliged to arm in the caufe 
of juftice and of Rome, " Tell him," replied 
the haughty Rechiarius, " that I defpife his friend-=v 
** fhip and his arms j but that I fliall foon try, 
•* whether he will dare to expeft my arrival under 
*^ the walls of Thouloufe." Such a challenge 
wrged Theodoric^to prevent the bold defigns of 
his enemy : he paffed the Pyrenees at the head of 
the Vifigoths : the Franks and Burgundians fervedr 
imder his ftandard ; and though he profefled hint* 
fidf the dutiful fervant of Avitus, he privately 
ftipulated, for himfelf and his fucccffors, the ab- 

*i Tbeocloric himfelf had given ft folemn and voluntary pnomiieof 
fidtlity, which was underdood both in Gaul and Spain. 
■ Romac funi, te duce, Amicus^ 

^Sidofl, Panegyr. Avit, 51 1« 

folate 


Mite pbflfeffion of his SpanHh conquefts. The Ixxyi*** 
two armies, or rath^ the two nations, encoun- 
tered each other on the banks of the rirer Urbi- 
tns, about twelve miles from Aftorga.j and the 
decifive vi&orj of the Goths appeared for a while 
to hare extirpated the name and kingdom of the 
Suevi. From the field of battle Tbeodoric ad- 
vanced to Braga, their metropolis, which ftill re*^ 
tained.tbe fplendid veftiges of its ancient com*^ 
merce and dignity *\ His entrance was not pol- 
luted with blood, and the Goths refpeded the 
chaftity of their female captives, more efpecially 
bf the cdnfecrated virgins : but the greateft part 
of the clergy and people were made flaves, and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate king of 
the Suevi had efcaped to one of the ports of the 
bcean j but the obftinacy of the winds oppofed his 
flight ; he was delivered to his implacable rival } 
and Rechiarius, who neither defired nor expected 
mercy, received, with manly conftancy, the death 
which he would probably have inflidted. After 
this Sloody facrifice to policy or refenlment^ 
Theodoric carried his viftorious arms as far as 
Merida, the principal town of Lufitania, without 
Ineeting any refiftance, except from the miracu- 

*» Quaeque fiiift pelagi ja6lat fe Bracara dives* 

Aufon. de Ciaris Urbibus, p. 245. 
From the defign of the king of the Suevi, it is evident that the navu 
gation from the ports of Gallicia to the Mediterranean was known . 
And^ pra^ifed* The ihips of Bracaii, or Braga, cautioufly ftcercd 
along the coaft^ without daring to lofe tUenafelvet in the Atlantic. 
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lous powers of St« Eulalia j but he was flopped Ift 
the full career of fuccefs^ aud recalled from Spain, 
before he could provide for the fecurity of his. 
conquefts. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees, 
he revenged his difappomtment on the country 
through which he paffed ; and, in the fack of Pol- 
lentia and Aftorga, he . fhewed himfelf a £uthlefs 
ally, as well as a cruel enemy, Whilft the king 
of the Vifigoths fought and vanquifhed in the 
name of Avitus, the reign of Avitus had expired ; 
and both the honour and the intereft of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend, 
whom he had feated on the throne of the Weftern 


empire 


as 


Avitus 18 The . prefling folicitations of the fenate and pea- 

A. D^ss, pie, perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refi- 

oa. i6. dence at Rome, and to accept the confulfliip for 

the enfuing year. On the firft day of January, 

his fon-in-law, Sidonius Apollina^is, celebrated 

his praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfes ; 

but this compofition, though it was rewarded with 

a brafs ftatue ^% feems to contain a very moderate 

proportion, either of genius or of truths The 

poet, if we may degrade that facred name, exag- 

. gerates the merit of a fovereign and a fitther j. and 

' his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 

»J The Suevic war i$ the moft authentic part of the Chronicle of 
Idatius» who, as bilhop of Iria Flavia, was himfelf a r|)eAator and a 
fufferer. Jornandes (c. 44. p. 675, Oj6, 677.) hat expatiated with 
pleafure on the Gothic viflory. 

»* In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging toTra}an*8 Ubizrj, 
among the ftatues of famous writers and orators* Sidon« Apoll. I. ix. 
epifl, 16. p. 984. Carra. viil. p. 350. 
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foon contradicted by' the event. Avitus, at a time ^Jl^kX' 
ivhen the Imperial dignity was reduced to a pre- 
eminence of toil and. danger, indulged himfelf in 
the pleafures of Itah'an luxury : age had not ex- 
tinguiflied his amorous inclinations ; and he is 
accufed of infulting, with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous railfery, the hufbands whofe wives he had 
feduced or violated *'. But the Romans were not 
kiclinedy either to excufe his faults, or> to ac- 
knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
empire became every day more ali^ated from 
each other ; and the ftranger of Gaul was the ob- 
jed: of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
afferted their legitimate claim in the eled]on of 
an emperor ; and their authority, which had been 
originally derived from the old conRitution, was 
again fortiBed by the adual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have, refilled the votes of 4in unarmed fenate, if 
their difcontent had not been fupported, or per- 
haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
.principal commanders of the Barbarian troops^ 
who formed the military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia, king of the Vifigotth^, . was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defcended, 
m the father's fide, from the nation of the Sucvi ** : 

*S Luxuriofe agere volens a fenatoribus prQJeclqs ei^, is ib^ ooticife 
exprtflion of Gregory of Tours (I. ii. c. xi. in torn. ii. p. i6S.)* 
Aft old Chronicle (in torn. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jeft of 
AvitQSy which feems more af>piicable to Rome tbao to IVeves. 

«^ Sidonius (Panegyr, Antheip, 30s, Sec) praifes the royal birth 
of Ricimer^ the lawful heir, as he chufes to inf^nuAtCj both of 'the 
i^othi^ and 3aevic kingdoms. 
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his pride, or patriatifm, might be exafperated by 
the misfortunes of his countrymen; and he obeyed, 
with reludance, an emperor, in whofe elevation 
he had not been confulted. His faithful and im<« 
portant fervices againft the common enemy, ren-t 
dered him ftili more formidable*'; and, after de«» 
ilbroyiog, on the coaft of Corfica, a fleet of Vanr? 
dais, which confided of fixty gallies, Ricimer re« 
turned in triumph with the appellation of the De^ 
liverer of Italy. He chofe that moment to fignify 
<to Avitus, that his reign was at an end ; and the 
feeble emperor, at a diftance from his Gothic aly 
lies, was compelled, after a fiiprt and unavailiiif^ 
ilruggle, to abdicate the purple. By the d&f 
mency, however, or the contempt, rf Ricimer^, 
he was pewnitted to defcend from the throne, to 
the more defirable flation of bifliop of Placentia ; 
but the refentment of the fenate was ftill unfatiC- 
fied ; and their inflexible feverity pronounced the 
fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, 
with the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi- 
goths in his caufe, but of fecuring his perfoa and 
treafures in the fanAuary of Julian, one of the 
tutelar faints of Avlvergn^*^ Difeafe, or the 

hjmd 

.*T See Ihe Chronicle of Idatius. Jornandes (c, xlir. p. 676.) 
flyles bini> with fome truth, viram egregium, et pene.tunc in Itali& 
«d exercttum fingqlarem. 

** Parcetis innocenti^ Aviti, is the compaflionate^ but eoAteaip* 
IliouSy language of Vi6tor Tunndfienfis (in Chron. apud 6c«i^^ 
Eufeb.). In another place» he calU him, vir totfua fimplicitatia. 
This commendation is more humbk, but it is more ibiid and 'fincere^ 
than the praifes of Sidoniut, 

*9 He Altered, as it is Aippofed, in the perfecution of DiocMan 
(Tillcmpnt, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. v. p. S79, 696.}. Gregory of 

Tours« 
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iiand of the executioner, arrefted him on the road } %^^i* 
yet his remains were decently tranfported to Bri- '-"^^v-— i.^ 
vas, or 3rioude, in his native province, and he 
repofed at the feet of his holy patron '^ Avkus 
left only one daughter, the wife of Sidoniu^ 
Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his 
father-in-law; lamenting, at the fame time, the 
di&ppomtment c£ his public aad private expee* 
tations. His refentment prompted him to join^ 
or at lead to countenance, the meafures of a 
rebellbus faction in Gaul ; and the poet had con- 
traded fome guilt, which it was incumbent on 
him to expiate, by a new tribute of ^ztujy to 
the fucceeding emperor ^\ 

The fiiccefibr of Avitns prefents the welcome Charaaer 
dUcovery of a great and heroic cha^^fiker, fuch a$ fjjl ©f^* 
fometimes arife in a degenerate age, to vindicate ^^'p"^n, 
the honour of the human fpedes. The emperor * *^^* 
MSayoriaii has deferred the praLCes of his contem^ 

Tours, hit peculiar votary, has dedicated to the glory of Julian the 
Martyr, an entire book (deOletil ^artyrum, L ii. in Max. Bib- 
liot. Patmoij to9i« xi* p. 8^1— f 7 • w)f in which be relates about Bfty 
fpolijQi miracles performed by his relics. * 

so Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c^ xi. p. i68.) is concHe, but cof- 
stBy in the reign of his countryman. The words of IdatiuSt " C^t 
knperio^ caret et vita/* feem to impiy, that the death of Avitus was 
vioUnt { but it muft have been fecret, fince Eyagrius (I. ii. c. 7.) 
could fuppofe, that he died of the plague. 

}■ Aftier a modefl appeal to the examples of his brethren, Virgil 
and Ho^ce, Sidonius honeftly confefTes the debt, and promifes 
payment. 

Sic mihi diverfo nuper fub Marte cadenti 
Juflifti placido Victor utefTem animo. 
Serviat ergo tibi fervati lingua poets, 
Atque meas vitae laus tua fit pretiun. 

Sidon. A^ll. carm. ir» p. 308* 
St£ Dubol, Hift* Critique, torn, i.^ p. 448, &c. 
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^xxxvj' porari^s, and of poft^rity ; and thefe praifeS may 
b^ (Irongly exprefled in the words of a judicious 
^d difintcrcfted hiftorian ; " That he was gentle 
" to his fubjefis ; that he was terrible to his ene- 
** inies J and that he excelled in every virtue, 
^ all his predeceflbrs who had reigned over the 
*^ Romans '*.*' Such a teftimony may juftify at 
leaft the panegyric of Sidonius ; and we may 
acquiefce in the affurance, that, although the 
obfequious orator would have flattered, with 
equal zeal, the moft worthlefs of princes, the 
extraordinary merit of his objefl: confined him, 
on this occafion, "within the bounds of truth''*, 
IMajorian derived his name from his maternal 
grandfather, who, in the reign of the great Theo- 
dofius, had commanded the troops of the Illyrian 
frontier. He gave his daughter in marriage to 
the father of Majorian, a refpedable officer, who 
adminillered the revenues of Gaul with Iktil and 
integrity j and generpufly preferred the friendfliip 
pf ^tius, to the tempting offers of an infidious 
court. His Jon, the future emperor, who was 
educated in the profeflion of arms, difplayedy 
irom his early youth, intrepid courage, premature 

S* Xbt words of Procopius dcferve to be tnnfcribed.j »to? yap • 

^roo^. a ltd a iter wards, etimp t« /aw eii lyj uTrn/AOtff juiet^wj yiyovwj, 
^ojStjppj ie T» ej T«f ToX£ju,4oyj (de iJell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. X94-0 , 
a concife but comprehenlivt: dc6tiition of royal virtue, 
/ V The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the 
year 458, wbile the emperor was ilill conful. It ha% more art thai^ 
genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or ui<- 
yialj the expreflion IS feeble and prolix j and Sidonius wants the 
ikl^J to exhibit the principal figure in a flrong and diftin5l light. 
The private life of j^ajorian occupies about two hundred Itnes^ 
X07— ^os'. 
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Wifdom. and unbounded liberality in a fcantv ^ h a p. 
fonune. He followed the ftandard of JEtius, 
contributed to his fuccefs, fhared, and fometimes 
ecUpfed his glory, and at laft excited the jea- 
loufy of the patrician, or r«her of his wife, who 
forced him to retire from thfe fervice '*. Majo- 
rian, after the death of ^tius, was recalled, and 
promoted \ and his intimate connedion with count 
Ricimer, was the immediate ftep by which he 
afcended the throne of the Weftern empire. 
During the vacancy that fucceeded the abdication 
of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whofe birth 
excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern- 
ed Italy, with the title of Patrician j refigned, to 
his friend, the confpicuous ilation of matter* 
general of the cavalry and infantry J and, after 
sm interval of fome months, confented to the 
unanimous wifh of the Romans, whofe favour 
Majorian had folicited by a recent viftory over 
the Alemanni *'. He was invefted with the pur- 
ple at Ravenna; and the epidle which he ad- 
drefTed to the fenate, will bed defcribe his Situa- 
tion and his fentiments. " Your eleftion, Con- 
*' fcript Fathers ! and the ordinance of the moft 

34 She prefTed his immediate death, and was fcarcely fatisfied ^\^ 
his difgrace. It ihould feem, that ^tius, like Belifarius and MaH- 
borougiiy was governed by his wife; whofe fervent piety, thofigh k 
might work miracles (Gregor. Turon. U ii. c. 7. p. f 6i.}, was no( 
incompatible with bafe and fanguinary counfels, 

IS The Alemanni had paffed the Rhaetiait Alps, and were defeated 
in \!^tCamfxCanm, or Valley of Bellinaone, throngh w|iich theTefin 
flows, in its defcent from Mount Adula* to the Lago Maggivre 
(Cluvev. Italia Antiq* torn. i. p. too, 101.). This ho«fted vi^ry 
over Mff« i&tfA</rei ^aibarians (Panegyr. Majorian^ ^731 5;c.} betray-s 
tl|ee3(treme weak ncfs of Italy. 
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c H A ^ <€ valiant araiy, have made me your ^mpfsror '^a 
*^ May the propitious Deity direft and profper 
^ the counfels and events of my a^n^nUlrati^Q, 
^^ to your advantage, and to the public welfare! 
^^ For my own part, I did not afpire, I have f^b- 
** mitted, to reign ; nor (hould I have difcharge4 
'^ the obligadoas of a citisen, if i had refufed^ 
^^'With faafe and felfifh ingratitude, to fupport 
** the weight of thofe labours, which were im- 
^' pofed by the republic. Affift, therefore, the 
^* prince whom you have made ^ partake the dur 
f* tics which you have enjoined; and may out 
** comnlon endeavours promote the happinefs of 
^* 2A empire^ which I have accepted from youf 
^^ hands. Be a0ured, that, in our time$) juflice 
** Ihali refume her ancient vigour, and that vif* 
^< tue (hall become not only inQoc^it but meii* 
^^ torious. Let none, except the authors thenif 
*• fehes, be apprehenfiye of dejathnr^\ wiiich, 
«$ a fubjeA, I have always condemned, and^ 
as^ a prince, will fever eiy puni&. Our owq 
vigilance, and that of our £ai:her, the patrician 
Ricimer, fl^U regulate ;^U miUtary affairs, and 




3^ Inrperatoretii me fa£lum, P. C. ele^lionis veHrap trbitrio, et 
fortiffimi ex^rcttui ordiqacione agnoTcite (N6|r3pU« Ma)oriaii^ tit. iii. 
|). 34.. ad Calcem Cod. Theodof ). Sidonius prQcUiptis tt|e unanif« 
poua voice of lb« empire. 

Ppftquam ordine vobia 
Ordo omriis regnum dederat 3 pUbs^ curia^ m4flf» ^ 

?• Kt coUiga. ftmuL ■ ■ ■■ jSS* 

Thte tangaage U ancient atid conftituttona! | and we may obferve* 
tbat tbe cUr§f weie not.yet coniidered as ;| diftin6l order of \)^% fta^e.. 

if Either dilatiboes, or f!«lationes» wo^jldajford a tol^able.readjngs 
b«t there is mu^b 4i»re ftnfe and fpirit in tbe latter, to wbich I baf^ 
therefore given the preference. 


<c 


provide 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. tyt 

*« Iirovide for the fafety of the Roman world, ^^^yT^ 
^' ^vfaich we have faved from foreign and domeftic ^-*>^^*^y» 
•* enemies ". You now underftand the ma:idins 
<**bf my goverament: you may confide in the 
^' faithful love and fincere aiTurances of a prince, 
^* who has formerly been the companion of your 
^< li£e and dangers ; who ftill glories in the name 
^^ of fenatov, and who is anxious, that you (hould 
^* never repent of the judgment which you have 
^* pronounced in his favour/' The emperor, 
who, amidft the ruins of the Roman world, re- 
vived the ancient language of law and liberty, 
which Tra}an would not have difclaimed, muit 
have derived thofe generous fentiments from hie 
own heart ; (ince they were not fuggeftad to hil 
imitation by the cuftoms of his age, or the e2> 
ample of his predeceffors '*. 

The private and public anions of Majoriaa Hiffslo- 
are very impcrfeftly known: but his. laws, re- ^'aIdT* 
markable for an original caft of thought and 457-^i« 
ezpreflion, faithfully reprefent the character of a 
foxereign, who loved his people, who fympathized 
in their diftrefs, who had ftudied the caufes of 
the decline of the empire, and who was capable 
of applying (as far as fuch reformation was 

3S Ab externo hofte et a domeftica clade liberavimus : by the l^jU 
ter, Majorisn muft underftand the tyranny of Avitusj whofe^death # 
he confequently avowed as a meritprious a6l. On this occafion^ Si»* 
donivs is fearful and obfcure; he defcribes the twelve Csfars^ the 
liationt of Africa, &c. that he may efcape the dangerous name of 

39 See the whole edi^ or epiftle of Majorian to the fenate (Novell. 
fit. iv. p. 34.' )* ^^^ ^^^ expreflion, regnum wfirum^ bears fome taint ^' 

^f the age, and does not mix kindly with the word ref^Kta, which he 
frequently rcj^ati. 
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• • • • • 

jirafticable) jtidicious and efFedual remedi^ M 

the public *diforders***. His regulations coacem- 
ing the finances manifeftly tended to remove^ or 
atleaft to mitigate, the moft intolerable giffiv. 
antes. L From the firft hour of his reign,' fie 
was folicitous (I tranflate his own words) to re- 
lieve the weary fortunes of the provincials, op- 
preffed by the accumulated weight .of indidions 
and fuperindidions *'. With this view, he granted 
an univcrfal amnefty, a final and abfolute dif- 
charge of all arrears of tribute^ of all debts, 
which, under any pretence, the fifcal officerg 
might demand from the people. This wife dere- 
liftion of obfoletc, vexatious, and unprofitable 
claims, . improved and purified the fources of the 
public revenue ; and the fubjed, who could now 
look back without defpair, might labour with 
hope and gratitude for himfelf and for his coun- 
try, n. J.n the affeffment and coIle£tion of taxes 
Majorian reftored the ordinary jurifdiction of the 
provincial magiftrates ; and fuppreffed the extrar 
t>rdinary commifiions which had been introduced, 
in the name of the emperor himfelf, or of. the 
Pr^torian praefefts. The favourite fervants, who 
obtained fuch irregular powers, were infoleot in 
their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands : 
they aSeded to defpife the fqbordinate tribunal 

4« See the laws of Majorian (ihcy ar^ only nine in number, but 
very long -and various}, at the end of the TheodoHan Code, Kovcll. 
1. IV. p. 31—37. Godefroy has not given any commentary on thefe 
additional pieces. 

41 Fe0as provinciaUum variaatquc multiplici tributorum exadione 
fortunas, et extraonlinariis fifcalium folutionum pneribus att^-itlis^ 
|j:c. NoTell, Majorian. tit. iv, p, 34, 
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and they ware difcontexiled, if their fees and pro« c h a p^ 
fits did not twice exceed the fum which they 
condefcended to pay into the treafury. One in- 
ftanc€ of their extortion would appear incredible^ 
wer^ it not authenticated by the legiflator him» 
felf. They exade'd the whole payment in gold : 
but they refufed the current coin of the empire, 
and would accept only fuch ancient pieces as 
were damped with the names of Fauftina or the 
Antonines* The fubjeft, who was unprovided 
with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to, the 
expedient of compounding with their rapacious 
demands ; or if he fucceeded in the refearch, his 
imppfition was doubled, according to the weight 
and value of the money of former times*** 
III. " The- municipal corporations (fays the em- 
peror), the lefler fenates (fo antiquity has juftly 
ftyled them), deferve to be confidered as the 
heart of the cities, and the finews of the repub- 
" lie. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by 
" the injuftice of magiftrates, and the venality of 
collectors, that ^any of their members, re- 
nouncing their dignity and their country, have 
taken refuge in diftant and obfcure exile.'' 
He urges, and even compels, their return to 
their refpeftive cities ; but he removes the griev^ 
apce which had forced them to defert the exercife 


♦* The learned Greares (vol. i. p. 329, 330, 3^1.) has found, by 
a diligent enquiry, that aurei of the Antonines weighed one hundred 
and eigliteen, and thofeof the fifth century only fixty. eight, Englifli 
grains. Majorian gives currency %o all gold coin, excepting only 
the Callic fplldui, from its deficiency, not in the weight, but in the 
fiandard* 
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^xxiVr* ^^'^^^ municipal funftions. They aW dircfltedi 
^^'^'^r-m^ under the atithofity of the provincial magiftrates, 
to refume their office of levying the tribute ; but, 
inftestd of being made refponfible for the whole 
Ibm affeffed on their diftrift, they are only required 
to prodtce a regular accouiit of the payment* 
which they have aiOiually.recdved, and of th^ 
defaulters who are ftill indebted to the public^ 
IV. But Majorian was not ignorant that thefe 
corporate bodies were too much inclined to re* 
. taliate the injuftice and oppreflion which they 
had fuffered ; and he therefore revives the ufeful 
office of the defenders df cities. He exhorts the 
people to eleft, in a full and free afTemWy, fome 
man of difcretion and integrity, who would dare 
to aflfert their privileges, to reprefent their griev- 
ances, to proteft the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abufes 
that were coi^mitted under the fanftion of his 
name and authority* 
the «<lt. The fpeftator, who cafts a mournful view over 
R^mc^ the ruins of ancient Rome, is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifchief which they had neither Idfure^ nor 
- power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate* 
(The tempeft of war might ftrike fome lofty tur- 
j rets to the ground j but the deftruftion which un- 
i dermined the foundations of thofe mafTy fabrics, 
I was profecuted, flowly and filently, during a 
j period of ten centuries ; and the motives of in- 
tereft, that afterwards operated without (hame or 
controul, were feverely checked by the tafte and 
. fpirit of the emperor Majorian. The decay of 

the 


the city had gradually impaired the value of the ^xxxvt.* 
public works. The circus and theatres might ^^^ 
ftill excite, but they feldom gratified, the defires 
bf the people: the temples, which had efcaped 
the zjBal of the Chriftians,. were no longer inha.- 
bited either by gods or men ; the diminilhed 
crowds of the Romans were lod in the immenfe 
fpace of their baths and porticoes; and the 
{lately Kbrarks and halls of juftice became ufe- 
lefs to an indolent generation, whofe repofe was 
feldom diftutbed, either by ftudy, or bufmefs. 
'the monuments of confular, or Imperial, great- 
ftefs were no longer revered, as the immortal 
glory of the capital ; they were only efteemed 
as an ihexhauftible mine of materials, cheaper^ 
arid more convenient, than the diftant quarry. 
Specious petitions were continually addreffed to 
the eafy magiftrates of liome, which ilated the 
Want of ftones or bricks for fome necefiary fer- 
vice : ihe faireft forms of architedlure were rudely 
defaced for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, ' 
tepairs ; and the degenerate Romans, who convert- 
ed the fpoil to their own emolument, demoliflied^ 
with facrilegious hands^ the labours of their an-< 
ceftors, Bfajorian, who had often fighed over 
flie .defolation of the city, applied a fevere re- 
medy to' the growing evil*'. He refer ved to 

tha 

4) The whole edi6l CNo^^^l* Ma]oriati. tit. ti. p. 35.) Is curious. 
** Antiquarum »diuin''difr(patur fpfciofa condru^ioj et ut aliquid 
** reparetur, magna dirutintur. Htnc jam occafio nalcitur, ut etinrn 
■** unufquifcjue privatum aedificium conftruens, per gratiam judl- 
^' cum • . • . praefumere de publicis locja .necefTaiia, ec transferrc 
^ not) dubitet/* &c« With 'equal seal, but with \t(9 power, Pe. 

trarch^. 
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CHAP, the prince and fenate the fole cognifancc of the 
extreme cafes which might juftify the deftruc- 
tion of an ancient edifice; impofed a fine of fifty 
pounds of gold (two thoufand pounds fterling), 
on every magiftrate, who Ihould prefume to grant 
fuch illegal and fcandaloua licence ; and threaten- 
ed to chaftife the criminal obedience of their 
fubordinate officers, by a fevere whipping, and 
the amputation of both their hands. In the lait 
inftance, the legiflator might feem to forget the 
proportion of guilt and puplihrnent ; but his zeal 
arofe from a generous principle, and Majorian 
was anxious to protect the monuments of thofe 
ages, in which he would have defired and defer ved 
to live. The emperor conceived, that it was his 
intereft to increafe the number of his fubjeftsj^ 
^ that it was his duty to guard the purity of the 
marriage-bed : but the means which he employed 
to accomplifli thefe falutary purpofes, are of an 
ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, kind. 
The pious maids, who confecrated their virginity 
to Chrift, were reftrained from taking the veil, 
till they had reached their fortieth year. Widows 
under that age were compelled to form a fecond 
alliance within the term of five years, by the for- 
feiture of half their wealth to their neareft rela- 
tions, or to the ftate. Unequal marriages were 
condemned or annulled. The punifliment of 
confifcation and exile was deemed fo inadequate 

trarch, in the fourteenth century, wpcatcd the fame complaints . 
(Vie de Petrarque, tom. i. p. 326, Ji?*)* '^ ^ profcculcthis Hiftory. 
I (hall not be unmindful of the decline and fall of the dty of Rome| 
an jntereillng objcil, to which my plan was originally confined, 

to 
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to the guilt of adultery, that, ^if the criminal re- c h a i^. 
turned to Italyj he might,, by the exprefs declara- y^f^^-^ 
tion of Majorian, be flain with impunity **. 
• While thd emperor Majorian afliduoufly la- Majorian 
boured to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the ^^I'^V^* ^'^ 
Romans, he encountered the arms of Genferfc, Africa, 
from his charafter and fituation, their moft for- ^*^' *^^' 
midable enemy, A fleet of Vandals and Moors 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano : 
but the Imperial troops furprifed ' and attacked 
the diforderly Barbarians, who were encumbered 
with the fp6ils of Campania ; they were chaced > 
\^^ith flaughter to their fliips, and their leader^ 
the king*8 brother-in-law, was found in the num- 
ber of the flain**. Such vigilance might an- 
nounce th^ character of the new reign ; but the 
ftrideft vigilance, and the mofl: numerous forces^ 
were infufiicient to proteft the long-extended 
coaft of Italy from the depredations of a naval 
war. The public opinion had imj)ofed a nobler 
and more arduous taflc on the genius of Majo- 
rian. Rome expected from him alone the refti- 
tuftion of Africa; and the defign which he formed, 
of attacking the Vandals in their new fettlements, 
was the refult of bold and judicious policy. 
If the intrepid emperor^ could have mfbfed his 
own fpirit into the yoiith of Italy ; if he could 

4* The emperor chides the lenity of Rogatian» confolar of Tufcany, 
in a fty^e of acrimonious reproof, which founds alinoft like perfonal 
reientment (Novell, tit. ix. p* 47.). The law of Majorian, which 
punifhed obftihat^ widows, was foon' afterwards repealed by his fuc- 
celTor Sever us (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 37O* 
* 45 Sidon. Panegyir. Majorian, 385— 44.0. 

Vol. VI. N have 
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P ^ A.**' have revived, in the field of Mars, the manlr 
exercifes in which he had always "^furpaffed his 
equals ; he might have marched againft Genferic 
at the head of a Romattr army. Such a reforma- 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the rifing generation ; but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes who laborioufly fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad« 
vantage, " or to avert fome impending danger^ 
they are forced to countenance, and even to muU 
tiply) the mod pernicious abufes. Majorian^ 
like the weakeft of his predeceflbrs, was reduced 
to the difgraceful expedient of fubftituting Bat'* 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
fubje£ls : and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded 'a dangerous indrument, fo apt tp 
recoil on the hand that ufed it. Befides the con* 
federates, who were already engaged in the fer« 
vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and 
valour attracted the nations of the Danube, the 
BorydheQes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the braveft fubje£ts of Attila, the 
Gepidse, the Oilrogbths, the Rugians, the Bui^* 
gundians, the SuevJ, the Alani, afiembled in the 
plains of Liguria; and their formidable ftrength 
was balanced by their mutual animolities ^^ They 
, paffed the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor 
led the way, on foot, and in complete armour ; 

4« The review of the army,^ and palfage of the Alps, contain the 
moft tolerable pafTages of the Panegyric (470— 55ft. )• M. de Buat 
(Hift. des Peuples, &c. torn, viii, p. 49—55.) »• » "><>« fatiafaa^ry 
eoinmentatoi'> than either Savaron or Sirmond. 

4 fouodingy 
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foanding, with his long ftaff, the depth of the ^xxxyf' 
ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians, 
who complained of the extreme cold, by the 
cheerful aflurance, that they fhould be fatisfied 
with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to (hut their gates : they foon im- 
plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo* 
rian. He vanquifhed Theodoric in the field ; 
and admitted to his friendfhip and alliance, a 
king whom he had found not unworthy of his 
arms; ^ The beneficial, though precarious, re«- 
union of the greatefl: part of Gaul and Spain, was 
the effeft of perfuafion, as well as of force *' ; 
and the independent Bagaudae, who had efcaped, 
or relifted, the oppreffion of former reigns, were 
difpofed to confide in the virtues of Majorian* 
His camp was filled with Barbarian allies; his 
throne was fupported by the zeal of an aflfeftionate 
people } but the emperor had forefeen, that it 
was impoilible, without a maritime power, to 
atchieve the conqueft of Africa* In the firft Pu* 
nic war, the republic had exerted fuch incre- 
dible diligence, that, within fixty days after the 
firft flroke of the axe had been given in the foreft, 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the fea ^^. Under circumflances 

^7 Ta fAft viehM^f ret it Xoyoi(, is the juft and forcible diftinflion 
of Prifcus (Excerpt. Legat. p. 4%.) in a fliort fragment, which throws 
m^ich' light on the htObry of Majorian. Jornandet/has fupprefled the 
defeat ai^d alliance of the Vifigoths, which were folemnly proclaimed 
in GalHcia j and are marked in the Chronicle of Idatius* 

4* Florui, 1. ii. c. s. He amufes hirofelf with the poetical fancy^ 
^ajt the trees had been transformed into ihipst and indeed the whole 
trtofaAion, at it is related in ihe firft book of Poljbiut, deviates too 
nmch from the probable courfe of haman events. 

N z much 
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much lefs favourable, Majotian equalled the fpi- 
rit and perfevetance of the ancient Romans^ 
The woods of the Apennine were felled; the 
arfenals and nianufadures of Ravenna and Mife-* 
num were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other In liberal contributions to the public 
fervicc J and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies, with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veffels, was colleflcd in 
the fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena 
m Spain *'* The intrepid countenance of Ma-* 
jorian aniitiated his troops with a confidence of 
viftdry ; and if yf/e might credit the hiftorian 
^Procopius, his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence- Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after dirgufiCng the colour of 
his hair, to vifit Carthage, in the charafter of 
his own ambaffador : and Genferic was after- 
wards mortified by the difcovery, that he had 
entertained and difmiflfed the emperor of the 
Romans, Such an anecdote may be rejefted aj 
an improbable fiftion j but it is a fiftipn which 
would not have been imagined, unlefs in the life 
of a hero*®/ 

49 Interea diiplici texis dum ]ittore claflfem 

Jnferno Aipcroque niari, cedit on)ni& in stquor 
Sylva tibi, &c. 

Sidon. Panegyr. Majorian. 441— *4.(i» 
The number of fhips, which Prilcus iixe» at 300, is magnifisd, by ail 
indefinite compaiiibn with the fleets of Agamemnon^ Xences, and 
Auguftus. 

50 procopiu« de Bell. Vandal. I. i. cS. p. 194. When Genferic 
conduced his unknown gueit rnto the arfena] of Carthage, the arms, 
clailied of their own accord^ Majoriaa had tinged bis yellow locks 
with a black colour. 

'■ . Without 
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Without the help of a perfonal interview, Oen- chap. 
fcric was fufficiently acquainted with the genius ^-P-^/'^*J 
and defigns of his adverfary. He praftifed his ^1*^'^^* 
euftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac- 
tifed them without fuccefs. His applications for 
peace became each hour more fubmiffive, and 
perhaps more fincere ; but the inflexible Majoriaii 
had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome could 
fiot be fafe, as long as Carthage exifted in a 
hoftile ftate* The king of the .Vandals diftrufted 
the valpur pf his native fubjefts, who were ener- 
vated by the luxury of the South *' ; he fufpefted 
the fidelity of the vanquiflied people, who ab- 
horred him as an Arian tyrant ; and the defperate 
pieafure, which he executed, of reducing Mau- 
ritania into a defert'*, could not defeat the 
operations of the Roman emperor, who was at 
liberty to land his troops on any part of the Afri- 
4can coaft. But Genferic was faved from im- 
pending and inevitable ruin, by the treachery of 
fome powerful fubjeds ; envious, or apprehen- 
five, of their mafter's fuccefs. Guided by their 
fecret intelligence, he furprifed the unguarded 

5« V S poll ifq lie potitus 

Imoieofis, robur luxu jam perdidit omne/ 
Qmo valuit dura pauper erat. 

Panegyr, Majorian. 330.. 

He afterwards applies to Genferic, unjuilly as it Hiuuld feem, the 
vices of his fubje^s. 

S* He burnt the villages, and poifoned the fprings (Pri&us, p. a2.). 
Dubos (Hilt. Critique, torn. i. p. 475.) obferves, that the magazines 
which the Moors buried in the earthy might efc^pe his deftrn6live 
fearcb. Two or three hundred pits are ibmetimes dug in the fame 
place } and eadi pit contains^t leall four bundled bufl^els of corq. 
$baw*s Travels, p, 139, 

N3 fleet 
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were funk, or taken^ or burnt ; and the prepa* 
rations of three years were deftroyed in a iingle 
4ay''. After this event, the behaviour of the 
two antagonifts ihewed them fuperior to their 
fortune. The Vandal, inftead of being elated by 
this accidental vi£lory, immediately renewed his 
folicitations for peace. The emperor of the Weft, 
who was capable of forming great defigns, and of 
fupporting heavy, difappointments, confented to 
a treaty, or rather to a fufpeufion of arms ; in the 
full affurante that, before he could reftore his 
navy, he fhould be fupplied with provocations to 
juftify a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy, 
to profecute his labours for the public happinefs ; 
and, as he was cottlcious of bis own integrity, he 
might long remain ignorant of the dark confpi* 
racy which threatened his throne and his life. 
The recent misfortune of Carthagena fuUied the 
glory which had dazzled the eyes of the multi*' 
tude : almod every defcription of civil and mili- 
tary officers were exafperated againfl: the Re- 
former, lince they all derived fome advantage 
from the abufes which he endeavoured to fiip- 
prefs ; and the patrician Ricimer impelled the 
inconftant paiTions of the Barbarians againft a 
prince -whom he efteemed and hated. The vir- 
tues of Majorian could not protect him from tb^ 
impetuous fedition, which broke out in the camp 

SS tdatiuiy who was fafe in GallicU from the power of Ricimert 
boldly and honcftly declares, Vandali per proditorcs admoDiti^ &f» 
lie difltmbleSf however, the name of the traitor. 

near 
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ifear Tortona, at the foot of the Alps. He was ^j^^y^' 
compelled to abdicate the Imperial purple : five ^•i^.-pi.w 
days after his abdication, it was reported that he 
died of a dyfentery ** ; and the humble t6mb, Hi« death, 
which covered his remains, was confecrated by Ausuft ^* 
the reipeft and gratitude of fucceeding genera- 
rfon8*\ ITxe private charaAer of Majorian in- 
fpired love and refpeA. Malicious calumny and 
latire excited his indignation, or, if he himfelf 
Were the objeft, his contempt : but he protedked 
the freedom of wit, and in the hours which the 
emperor gave to the familiar fociety of his friends, 
he could indulge his tafte for pleafantry, without 
degrading the majefty of his rank '*. 

It was not perhaps without fome regret, that Ricimer 
Jlicimer facrificed his friend to the intereft of his !/'^7 ""* 
ambition : but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to' name of 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue ^*X.*d! 
and merit. At his command, the' obfequious 461— ^s?* 

, 54 Procop. de Bell. Vandal. I* i. c. 8. |>. 194.* The teftimony of 
Idattus is fair and impartial ; << Majorianum de Galliis Rumam re* 
'' deuntenut et Romano imperio vel nomint rVA neceflarias ordinantem $ 
** Richimer livore percitus, et invuUrum confilio fuitu8> fraode inter- , 

*' fieit ctrcumventum.** Some read Suevomm, and I am unwilling to 
efface either of the words, as they expiefs the different accomplicet 
vho united in the confpiracy againft Majorian. 

Si See the Epigrams of Ennodius, N* cxXXY. inter Sirmond 
Opera, torn. i. p. i9Q3. It is flat and obfciire; bu^ Ennodius was 
made bifl)op of Pa via fifty years after the death of Msjorian, and his 
praife defer ves credit and regard. 

56 Sidoniuf gives a tedious account (1. i. epift. xi« p. »5— 3t.) of 
a fupper at Aries, to which he was invited by Majorian, a (hort time 
before his death.. He had no intention of praifing a deceafed empe* 
ror; but a cafual diiintereAed remark, « Subridt AugUilus $ ut erat, 
« au^oritate fervata, cum fe communioni dediffet, j'oci plenus, 
cutwcighs the fix hundred lines of his venal, panegyric. 

N 4 fenate 
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xxxvi^* ^^^^ ^^ Rome bpftowed the Imperial title on 
Iiiblus SeveruSy ^yho afceqded the thjpne of the. 
Weft without emerging from the obfcuriry qf ^ 
privaje condition, PJiftory. has fcarc^y deigne4 
to .nptice his binh, his elevation, his charafter, 
or. his death. Severas expired, as foon as^ his 
life became inconvenient tp his patron*'^ an4: 
it would be ufelefs to difcriminatp his; noniioal 
^gn in the vacant interval of fi^ ye^rs, between 
the death of Majorian, and the elevation of Anr, 
themius. During th^t period, the government 
was in the hands of Ricimer alone ; . and ahhough 
the modeft Barbarian difciaimed ^he name of 
king,, he accumulated treafures, formed ^ feparate 
army, negociated private alliances, ^nd ruled 
Italy with the fame independent and defpotic 
. authority, which v^as afterwards exercifed by 
Odoacer and Theodoric« 3ut his dominioQS 
wefe bounded by the Alps; and two Roman ge- 
nerals, Marcellinus and ^gidius, maintained 
their allegiance to the republic, by rejeding, 
with clifdain^ the phantom which he ft y led an. 
emperor. Marcellinus ftill adhered to the oId> 
religion; and the devout Pagans, who fecretly 
difobeyed the laws of the church and ftate, ap-' 
plauded his profound (kill in the fcience of 
divination; But he poffefled the more valuable 

S7 Sidonius (Paneg)'r. Anthem. 317.) cfifmitTes him to heaven,. 
Auxcrat Augul^us n&tuiac lege Seveiiis 
Divoium numetum. 
And an old lift of the emperors, compoArd about the time of Tu(|rnfan| 
jjrailes his piety, and fixes bis reddehce at Rome (Sirmoiid Not. ad 
bidoi). p. II i> lit.). 

quali- 


Revolt of 
Marcelli- 
nus in 
Dalmatia, 
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qualiftcatioris of learning, virtue, and courage "j ^xxvi^' 
the (lady of th« Latin literature had improved v^«i-»v^ 
bi^ ta;fte ; and his military talents bad ' recom- 
mended, him to the cfteem and confidence of the 
great jEuus, in whofe ruin he was involved. By 
a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly aiTerted his liberty 
^midft the convulfions of the Weftern empire. 
His voluntary, or reluftaiit,: fubmiflion, to the 
authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the 
government of Sicily, and the command of an 
army, ftationed in that^ ifland to oppofe, or to 
attack, the Vandals; but his Barbarian merce- 
wries, after the emperor's death, were tempted 
to revolt by the artful liberality of Ricimer. . 
At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of 
Palmatia, afTumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fee u red the love of bis fubjeds by a mild 
and equitable reign, built a fleet, which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa '^ 
^gidius, the mafter-general of Gaul, who and of 
equalled, or at leaft who imitated, the heroes ^fi^ 
of ancient Rome*% proclaimed his immortal 

refent- 

S8 Tillemofity who is. always fcandalized by the virtues of' Infidels, 
attributes this advantageous portrait of Mai cellinus (which Saida« 
has prefervcd), to the partial zeal of fome Pagan hillorian (Hid. det 
Einpereiirsy'toiti. vi« p* 3-30.} 

.. 59 Procopiasxie &«U. VandaK !• >• c.-6* p. 191. In various cif^« 
cumftaAccfi of the life of Marcellinus^ it is not eafy to reconcile the 
Greek. hiftQi;ian> with the Latin Chronicles of the times. 

^ I muit apply, to ^gidiut the praifes which Sidonius (Panegyr. 
Majoriao* 353*) beftows on a nanielefs luaftcr- general} who com- 
manded 
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CHAP, refentment againft the affaffitis of his beloved 

XXXVI 

*a^^->lr mafter. A brave and numerous army was at- 
tached to his (landard ; and, though he was prie^ 
' ^vented by the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of 
I the Vifigoths, from marching to the gates of 
Rome, he maintained his independent fove^- 
teignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name 
of ^gidius refpedable both in peace and war. 
The Franks, who had puniflied with exile the 
youthful follies of Childeric, eleAed the Roman 
general for their king; his vanity, rather than 
his ambition, was gratified by that (ingular ho^* 
nour; and when the nation^ at the end of four 
years, repented of the injury which they had 
offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince. 
The authority of ^gidius ended only with hiS 
life ; and the fufpicions of poifon and fecret vio- 
lence, which derived fome countenance from the 
charafter of Ricimer, were eagerly entertained by 
the paffionate credulity of the Gauls *\ 
jh^ttA war The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
oftheVan- Weftcrh empire was gradually reduced, was 

A.D. 
j6i^467« mtnded the rear.guard of Majoriaft. Idatius, from puhlic report^ 

cominends his Chriftian piety ^ and Prifcus mentions (p. 42.) his 
military virtues, 

^< Greg. Turon. 1. 11. c. 11. in torn. ii. p. 16S. The Pere Da* 
niely whofe ideas were fuperficiat and modernyhas ilarted fome objec- 
tions againft the ftory of Childeric (Hift. de France, torn, i. Preface 
Hiftoriqoe, p. Jxxviii. Scc,)t but they have been fairly fttis€ed by 
6uhos (Hi(i. Critique, torn. i. p, 460— •510.), and by two authors 
who disputed the prise of the Academy of SoiOWs (p» i3i-~i«^y. 
ffo->339.)« With, regard to the term of ChildeHc^s eKile, it is neceT- 
fary either to prolong the Wfjt of Agtdiot beyond the date afiigned 
by the Chronicle of Idaiius s or to correft^tht text of Oregory, by 
reading quartp annOj in (lead of «<?jvf. 

affliaed. 
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affliSed, under the reign of Ricimer^ by the ^"xvi*** 
inceffant depredations of the Vandal pirates **• 
In the fpfing of each year they equipped a for- 
midable navy in the port of Carthage ; and Gen* 
feric himfelf, though in a very advanced age, ftiil 
commanded in perfon the mod important expe* 
ditions. His defigns were concealed with im«> 
Q penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he 
hoifted fail. When he was afked by his pilot, 
what courfe he fliould fteer ; ** Leave the detet'^ 
•' mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
^* with pious arrogance) ; they will tranlport us 
•* to the guilty coaft, whofe inhabitants have 
♦* provoked the divine juftice ;" but if Genferie 
himfelf deigned to liTue more pr^cife orders, he 
judged the moft wealthy to be the mod criminaU 
The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of 
Sp3aa, liiguria, Tufcany, Campania, Lucania^ 
Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, 
Eptrus, Greece, and Sicily: they were tempted 
to fubdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage- 
ouily placed in the centre of the Mediterranean ; 

C* The naval war of Genferie is defcribcd by Piifcus (Excerpta 
Legation. |^. 4.x.)» Procopius (de Betl, Vandal. 1. i, c. 5. p- 1891 
190. and c. %%, p. ft2S.)» Vi£lor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. Vandal. 1. i, 
c. 1 7.9 and Ruinarty p. 467'*4Si.), and in the three panegyrics of 
Sidonius, whofe chronological order is abfurdly tranfpofed in the 
editions both of Savaron and Sirmond. ( Avit. Cartn. vli. 441— 451* 
Mflforian^ Carm. v. 317—350. 385—440. Anthem. Carm. ii» 
348*— 386.). Itr one palfage the poetfeeins infpireii by his fviSjed, 
aad exprefies a ftrong idea, by a lively innages 
■ Hinc Vandalus hoftis 

Urget i et in nolirum numerosa claife quotaniiis 

MiHtat excidiurn j converfoque ordine Fati 

Torrida Caucafeos tnfert mihi Byrfa furores. 

and 
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CHAP* and their arms fpread defolation, Or tefror. from 
the colufliihs of Hercules to the nioath of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoii 
thah of glory, they feldom attacked any fortified 
cities, or engaged any regular troop's in the open , 
field. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time, to threaten and 
to attack the mofl: diftint objefts, which at-? ^ 
tra:£i:ed. their delires; ^and as they alyi^ays em4 
barked afufficient number of horfes, they had no 
fooner landed^ than they fwcpt the difmayed 
<:oimtry wirfi a bgtjy of* light cavalry. Yet, not- 
jvithftanding the example of thdr king, the 
native iVandals arid Alaiii infenfibly declined thri 
jtqilfonie and' pcrilqus warfare;: the hardy genei 
liation of the: firft conquerors was almoft i extin- 
guiflied, and their Tons, who were born in 
Africa, . enjoyed the* delicious baths, and gardens 
which* had . been acquired '. by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place was readily- fupplied by a 
various multitude of Moors and Romans, of 
(:aptives and outlaws; and. .thofe defperate 
wretches, who had already violated the laws of 
'their country, were the mofl: eager to promote 
the atrpcious afts which difgrace.the viftories of ~ 
Genferic. In the treatment of his unhappy pri- 
foners, he fometimes confulted his avarice, and 
ibmetimes indulged his cruelty ; and the maiiacre 
of five hundred noble citizens of Zant or Za- 
cynthus, , whofe mangled bodies he caft into the' 
Ionian fea, was imputed, by the public indig- 
nation, to his lateft pofterity. 

« 

Such 
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Such crimes could not' be eitcufed by any^^ro- ^^xxV^* 
vocations ; but the war, which the king of the ^.-— v^i^ 
Vandals profecuted agaihft the Roman etnpire, ^*^g°«»»- 
was juftificd by a fpecious and reafonable motive, theEaftcrn 
The widow of Valentinianj Eudoxia, -vi^hbm he *"^^j!\ 
had led captive from -Rome to Carthage, was the &c. 
fole hdreft bf the Theodofiati houfe; her elder 
daughter, Eudocia, becamie the rduftant wife of 
Hunneric, his eldeft fon ; and the ftern father, 
afferting a legal claim, i^hich could not eafily be 
fefiited or fatisfied, demailded a juft proportion 
of- the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
leaft a valuable, compenfation, was offered by 
the Eaftern emperor, to purcbafe a neceffary 
peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla- 
tidi2Lj were honourably reftored, and the fiiry of 
the Vandals was confined to th? limits of the 
Weftern empire. The Italians, deftitute of a 
naval force, which alone was capable of proteft- 
Jng their coafls, implored the aid of the more - 
fortunate nations df the Eaft ; who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy 
of Rome. But the perpetu^il. divifion of the two 
empires had alienated their intereft and their in- 
clinations ; the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged; and the Weftern Romans, inftead of 
arms and fhips, could only obtain the aififtance 
of a cold and ineffeftual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer, who had long ftruggled with the diffi- 
culties of his iituation, was at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the 
humble language of a fubjeflj and Italy fub- 
I 2 mitted. 
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c " A p. xnittcd, as the price and fecurity of the alliaiice^ 
^««.-K,.^ to accept a mafter from the choice of the emperor 
of the Eaft *'. It is not the purpofe of the pre- 
fei^t chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to con- 
tinue the diftind feries of the Byzantine hiftory ; 
but a concife view of the reign and charader of the 
emperor Leo, may explain the lad efforts that were 
attempted to fcive the falling empire of the Weft **. 
Lfo, em- Since the death of the younger Theodofius, the 
'h'^^F ft^ domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been 
A. D. interrupted by war or faction. Pulcheria had 
457--474- beftowed her hand, and the fceptre of the Eaft, 
on the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefully 
reverenced her auguft rank and virgin chaftity> 
andy after her death, he gave his people the ex* 
ample of the religious worfhip, that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial faint*'. Attentive 

6) The poet himfelf is compelled to acknowlecfge the ttiftrefs of 
Ricimer : 

Prseterea invi^us Ricimer> quern publica fata 
lM}p\c\unXifropri§ folus vix Marte repeilit 
Piratam per ruia vagum— — 
Italy atidrefles ber complaint to the Tyber, and Rome, at the foli* 
citation of tbe rJYer god, tranfports herfelf to Conftantinople, if* 
Bounces her ancient claims, and implores the friendship of Aurorsi 
the goddefs of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery, which the ge- 
' niut of Claodian had ufed and abufedy is the coAftant and miferablc 
refource of the roufe of Sidonius. 

^4 The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo^ and Zeno, 
are reduced to fome imperfef^ fragments, whofe deficiencies mtift 
b« fupplied from the more recent compilations of TlieophaneSy Zo* 
naras, and Cedrenus. 

^5 Sts Pulcheria died A. D. 453, four years before ber nominal 
bttiband; and her feftival is celebrated on the xoth of September 
by the modern Greeks : (lie bequeathed an immenie patrimony to 
pious, or at leaft to ecclefiaftical, ufes. See Tillemont, Memoiret 
Ecctef. torn. xv. p. iSi — 1Y4. 

to 
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to tbfe profpcrity of his own domimons, Marcian chap, 
feemed to behold, with indifference, the misfor* %^ 
tunes of Rome; and the obftinate refufai of a 
brave and a£live prince to draw his fword againft 
the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret promife, 
which had formerly been exafled from him when 
he was a captive in the power of Genferic **. 
The death of Marcian, after a reign of feven 
years, would have expofed the Eaft to the dan- 
ger of a popular eledion ; if the fuperior 
weight of a fingle family had not been able to 
incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
whofe intereft they fupported. The patrician . 
Afpar alight have placed the diadem on his own 
head, if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed*'. During three generations, the armies 
of the Eaft were fucceffively commanded by his 
father, by himfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius: 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
♦that' overawed" the palace and the capital ; and 
the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafure^ 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful. 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal 
fteward of his houfehold. His nomination was 
unanimoufly ratified by the fenate; and the fer- 
vant of Afpar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch or bifhop, who was 
permitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony, 

^P See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 185* 

^7 From this difability of Afpar to afcend the throne, it may be 

Inferred that the ftain ofH^r^was perpetual and indelible^ while 

that of Barbarifm difappeared in the fecond generation. 

the 
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CHAP, the fufffage of the Deity"'. This cmperori the 
firft of the name of Leo, has been diftinguiflicd 
by the title bf the Great; from a fucceffion of 
princes, who' gradually 6xed, in the opinion of 
the Greeks, a very humble ftandard of heroic, ol* 
at leaft of royalj perfeftion. Yet the temperate 
firmnefs with which Leo refiftcd the oppreGion of 
bis benefaftor, fhewed that he was ccmfcious of 
his duty and of his prerpgative. Afpar was afto* 
niftied to find that his influence cduld no longer 
appoint a praefeft of Conftantinople : he pre^* 
fumed to reproach his fovereign with a breach of 
promife, and infolently (baking his purple, *' It 
is not proper (faid he), that the man who is 
inverted with this garment, fhould be gbilty 
*^ of lying/' " Nor is it proper (replied Leo)^ 
that a prince fhould be compelled to refign 
his own judgment, and the public inter^ft, to 
" the will of a fubjeft*^/'. After this cxtraor* 
dinary fcene, it was impofTible that the reconci- 
liation of the emperor and the patridan coul4 
be fmcere ; or, at leart, that it could be iblid and 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians ^** was fecretiy 
levied, and introduced into Conrtantinpple } and 

^^ Tbfophanes, ]»• 95. This appears to be the firft origin of a 
ceremony, which all the Chriftian ptinces of the world hav<i fince 
adoptee) j and from which the clergy have deduced the rn^ft formu 
ilahle cunfequencts. 

*9 Ccdrenus (p. 345, 34.6.) who was convcrfant with the wrl- 
tefs oi !>etrer days, has piefcrved the remarkable wocds of Afjiar, 

7*^ The. power of the li'^tuiians agitated i4ie liaftern empire in the 
two fucceeding reigns of Zeno and iVnallafius j but it ended 19 the 
deHru^ioo of tjiofe Barbarians who maintained their fierce inJepen* 
deuce about two hundicd and thiity years. 

white 
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\rhile Leo undermined the authority, and pre- chap. 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his -^^-,-w 
mild and cautious behaviour retrained them 
from any rafh and defperate attempts, which 
might have been fatal to themfelves, or their 
enemies. The meafures of peace and war were 
affeSed by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majefty of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and intereft en* 
gaged him to favour the caufe , of Genferic. 
When Leo had delivered himfelf'from that ig- 
nominious fervitude, he liftened 'to the com- 
plaints of the Italians j refolved to ' extirpate the 
tyranny of the Vandals ; and declared his alliance 
with his colleague, Anthemius, whom he/fp- 
lemnly invefted with the diadem and purple^ of 
the Weft. *^ 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been Anthe- 
magnified, fince the Imperial defcent, which he : ^^.^''^Jf*" 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, thcWeft, 
has been fwelled into a line of emperors '*. But ^^^^^7%* 
the merit of his immediate parents, their honours, 
and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the 
moft illuflrious fubje£ls of the Eaft. His father 
Procopius obtained, after his Perfian embafly, 
the rank of general and patrician ; and the name 
of Anthemius was derived from his maternal 

71 ■ Tali tu civis ab urbe 

Procopio genitore micas j cui pjrifca propago 

jiu£ttjlis venit u frMvii, 
The poet (Sidon, Paoegyr. Anthem. 4^7^-306 •) then proceeds to re. 
late the private life and foi tunes of the future emperor, with which he 
^uft have been very imperfeflly acquainted* i 

Vol, VL O grand- 
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^xxKv^' grandfather, the celebrated prxfed, who pro* 
v-'-v^*^ tedred, with fo much ability aud fuccefs^ the in*- 
fant reign of Theodofius. The gra^dfon of the 
prsefed was raifed above the condition of a pri« 
vate fubjeft, by his marriage with Euphemia, the 
daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplea* 
did alliance, which might fuperfede the necefBty 
' pf merit, haftened the promotion of Anthemiua 

to the fucceffive dignities of couat, of piafter- 
^eneral, of conful, and of patrician $ and bis 
merit or fortune claimed the honours qf a vidoryt 
which was obtained on the banks of the Daimbe, 
over the Huns* Without indulging an extrava- 
gant ambition, the fon<»in4aw of Marcian migbt 
hope to be his fucceflbr ; but Anthemius fupported 
the difappointmept with courage and patiencf^} 
and his fubfequent elevation was univ^rfallf 9p* 
proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy 
to rdgn, till he afcended the throne ^\ The aa* 
peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople, 
attended by feveral counts of high diftindicmy 
and a body of guards, almoft equ^l co the 
A.n.467, ftrength and numbers of a regular army: he en* 
Apulia, tered Rome in triumph, smd the choice of Leo 
was confirmed by the ienate, the people, and the 
Barbarian confederates of Italy ^\ The foleom 

* a 

71 Sidoniut difcovfrSy with toUrable ingenuity, that this difap- 
pointmciit added new luftre to the Tirtucs of Antbemias (aio, 
* Sec ), who declined one fceptre, and relu^antly accepted another 
(is. Sec), 

73 The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the 
ftate (ts-^sa.): and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forces 
I which attended his pidich. 

inaugu- 
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inauguraddii of Anthemius was followed by the ^^xx^f' 
nuptials of his daughter and the patrician Rici- ^^ r ^^-> 
mer ; a fortiinale event, which was confidered as 
the firmeft fecuriry of the union and happinefs of 
the ftate. The wealth of two empires was often- 
tatioufly difplayed ; and many fenators completed 
their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguife theb 
poverty. All ferious bufinefs was fufpended dur* 
ing this feftival ; the courts of juftice were fhut j 
thfe ftrefets of Rome, the theatres, the places ^.of 
public and private refort,*refounded with hyriie- 
iiaeal Tongs and dances ;-. and the royal bride, 
clothed in filken robes, with a Crown on her 
head, was conduced to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military drefs for the habit 
of a conful and a fenator. On- this memorable 
occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambition had been 
fo fiatally blafted, appeared as the orator of Au- 
v^rgne, amopg the provincial deputies who ad- 
drefied the throne with congratulations or com- 
plaiftts ^*. The calends of January were now ap- ^^ ^^ ^^g^ 
proaclnng, and the venal poet, who had loved January i. 
Avitus, and efteemed Majorian, was perfuaded 
by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic verfe, the 
merit, the felicity, the fecond confulihip, and 
the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius. 
Sidonius pronounced, with affurance and fuccefs, 
a panegyric which is ftill extant; and whatever 
might be the imperfeftions, either of the fubjeft 

74 Inttrveni autem nuptiit Patiicii Ricimerisy cui filia perennis 
Augulli in C\icm public* fecuritatis copulabatur; I'he journey of 
6itloniu^rrom Lyons, and the feftival of Rome, are defciibed with 
fomc rpirit. L. i* 6pilt« 5. p. 9— <I3. £pift« 9* p. ai, 

O a or 
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c H A p. or of the cotnpolition, the welcome flatterer waf 
s.,^^'^' immediately rewarded with the prsefedure of 
Rome; a dignity which placed him among the 
illuftrious perfonages of the empire, tilt he wifely 
preferred the more refpedable character of a bifkop 
and a faiut ^\ 
The hf\u The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
LuMrca- ^nd catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave 
>»»• to the Weft ; nor do they forget to obferve, that 

when he left Conftantinpple, he converted hki fia- 
laoe into the pious foundation of a public ba^^ 
a church, and an hofpital for old men'^- Yet 
fome fufpicious appearances are found to fully the 
theological fame of Anthemius. From the con* 
verfation of Fhilotheus, a Macedonian fedary, he 
had imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration ; 
and the Heretics of Rome would have aflembled 
with impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un^ 
popular indulgence ^'. Even the Pagans,, a feeble 
aud obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes 

from 

75 Sidonuis (1. i. fpid. 9. p. 23, 24.) very fairly ftates hU mo- 
tive, his labour, and hrs reward. << Htc ipi'e Panegyricus, fi non 
*< judicium, certe eveutum, boiii operis» accepic'* He wa» madfl^ br- 
fhop of Clermont, A. D. 471. Ttlkinont, Mem* Ecclef. toi»« xvk 
p. 750- , 

7^ The palace of Anthemius ftood on the banks of the Propontis* 
In the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-ia-law of the emfieror The<K 
philus, obtained' perminTion to purchafe the ground $ and ended 
his days in a nionatiery which he founded on that ddightful fpot« 
Ducange, Conftantinopolis CbiciiHana, piisy. 15a. 

77 Papa Hilarus • . • apud beatum Petrum Apoftolura^ palam 
ne id fieiet clai-^ voce conftrinxit, in tantum ut non ea facienda cam 
interpofitionf juramenti idem promittcret Impepator. Gehfius 

- EpiftoL 
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from the indiflference, or partiality, of Anthe- ^^^^ p- 
inius; aad his fingular friendfliip for the phib- 
fopher Severus, whom he promoted to the con- 
fulihip, was afcribed to a fecret projefl: of reviv- 
ing the ancient worflbip of the gods '*. Thefe 
idols were crun^bled into duft : and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations, 
was fo univerfally difbelieved, that it might be em- 
ployed without fcandal, or at lead without fufpi- 
cion, by Chriftian poets '^ Yet- the veftiges of 
fuperftition were not abfolutely obliterated, and 
the feftival of the J-upercalia, whofe origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome, was ftill cele- 
brated under the reign of Anthemius. The fa- 
vage and fimple rites were expreflive of an early 
ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and 
agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided over 
the toils and pleafures of the paftoral life. Pan, 
Faunas, and their train of fatyrs, were fuch as 
the fancy of (hepherds might create, fportive^ 
petulant, and lafcivious; whofe power was li- 
mited, and whofe malice was inoffeniive. A 

Epiftol. ad Andronicum, apiid Baron. A.D 467. No 3. The car- 
dinal oblervesy with fome complacency^ that it was much eafier to 
plant herefus at Conftantiriople, than at Rome. 

7S Damafcius, in the life of the philofopher Ifidore, apiid Photiurn, 
p. X049. I^amafcios, who^ived under JtrOinian, compoffd anorhfr 
worky conf:fting of 570 preternatural itories o^rouls, daemons, ap- 
ptritions, the dotage of Platonic Pnganifm. 

79 In the p<ietical works of S id on i us, which he afferwards con* 
demned (I. ix. cpift. i^, p. «S5.) the fabulous d«iiies arc the prin- 
cipal afiors. If Jerom was fcourged by the angeis for only reading 
Virgil ) the htfliop of CUriTtont« for foch a vile iinitationy deferted an 
additional whipping from the Mufee, 

O 3 goat 
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^xxxvf* S^^^ ^^^ ^^^ offering the bed adapted to their 
•*-' charafter and attributes ; the flefh of the vicHin 
\iras roafted on willow fpits j and the riotous 
youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 
about the fields, witji leather thongs in their 
hands, communicating, as it was fuppofed, the 
bleffing of fecundity to the women whom 
they touched '^ The altar of Pan was ere£led, 
perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark re- 
cefs in the fide of the Palatine-hill, watered by a 
perpetual fountain, and (haded by an hanging 
grove* A tradition, that, in the fame place, 
Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf,, 
rendered it ftill more facred and venerable in the 
eye$ of the Romans ; and this fylvan fpot was 
gradually /urrounded by the ftately edifices of the 
i^orum *'• After the converfion of th^ Imperial 
city, the Chriftians ftill continued, in the month, 
of February, the annual celebration of the Lu- 
percalia ; to which they afcribed a fecret and 
. myfterious influence on the genial powers of/.the 
animal and vegetable world. The bifhops of 
Rome were folicitous to aboliih a pro£ane cuf« 
tom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 
but their zeal was riot fupported by the authority 
of the civil magiftrate : the inveterate abufe fubT 

*o Ovki (Faft. I. ii. 267— 45ft«} hat given an amafins <lefi9k^i^oii 
of the follies of antiquity, which Alii infpireJ fo mueh refpedl, that 
a grave magiftrate, ruoning naktd through the .ftre<ita, was not aa 
objeffc of aftofiiihmcnt or laughter. 

*< See Dionyf. Halicani. I. L p. %$. 65; edit. MiKNWt* „ The 
Koinan Antiquaries, Donatus (). ii. c. iS, p. 173, &74'-)* Ml^.Nar* 
dini (p. 386, s^7*}t ^^^ laboured to ffcertain the true fituation of 
the LupercaK ' 

fifted 
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fitted rill tlie end of the fifth century, and pope ^ Jxvl' 
Gelafius, who purified the capital from the laft v^i^^v-^-^ 
ftain of idolatry, appeafed, by a formal apology, 
the murmurs of the fenate and people •*. 

In all his public declarations, the emperor Leo Prcpara- 
affumes the authority, and profeffes the afFeftion, againftthe 
of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with whom he VanJaU of 

V\ if Id 

had divided the adminiftration of the univerfe'*^ A.D.468. 
The fituation, and perhaps the charafter, of Leo, 
diffuaded him from expofing his perfon to the toils 
and dangers of an African wan But the powers 
of the Eaftern empire were ftrenuoufly exerted to 
deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van- 
dals ; and Gcnferic, who had fo long oppreffed 
both the land and fea, was threatened from every 
fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign 
was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of 
the praefeft Heraclius**. The troops of Egypt, 

** Baronius publi(hed» from the MSS. of the Vatican, this epiftle 
of pope Gelafius (A. D. 496. N" 28—45.) which is entitled Ad. 
terfus Andromachum Senatorrm, carterofque Romanof, qui Lu. 
pei'calia fecundum morero priftinum coienda canllituebant. Gel 
lafius always fuppofes that his adverfaries are nominal ChrilHans, 
and that He may not y\M to them in abPurd prejudice^ he imputes 
to this harfnlefs feftival; all the taUtmitUs of the nge. 

^1 Itaque nos quibus totius mundi regimen commifit fuperna 
provifio- .... Pius ct triumphator Temper Auguftus iilius nofter An. 
themius, licet Divina Majeftas et noftra creatio ptetati ejus plenam 
Imperii commiferit pote(tatem, &c. • • . Such is the dignified (iyle 
of Lto, whom Anthemius refpe6tfully names, Dominus ct Pater 
meus Princeps facratili'mius Leo. See Novell. Anthem, tit. ii, iii. 
p* 3S. ad calcemV Cod* Theod. 

H The expedition of Heraclios is clouded with difHciihies (Tille- 
moixt, Hiih des'Empereurs, torn. vi« p. 646.), and it requires fome 
dexterity to ufe^ihe cireumflances afforded by Theophane$y without 
iiijiU'y to the more reipe^ta^ie evidence of Prodopius. 

* '0 4 • Thebais, 
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xxxvh* Th^^^is, and Libya, were embarked under his 
command ; and the Arabs; with a train of horfes 
and camels, opened the roads of the defert. He- 
radius landed on the coa(t of Tripoli, furprlfed 
and fubdued the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed '% to join the Imperial army uxKler 
the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this 
lofs extorted from Genferic fome infidious and 
ineffeduat propositions of peace : but he was ftill 
more ferioufly alarmed by the reconciliation of 
Marcellinus with the. two empires. The inde- 
pendent patrician had been perfuaded to acknow* 
ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he 
accompanied in his journey to Rome; the Dal- 
matian fleet was received into the harbours of 

9 

Italy ; the active valour of Marcellinus ei^peUed 
the Vandals ffom the ifland of Sardinia ; and the 
languid efforts of the Weft added fome weight to 
the immenfe preparations of the Eaftcrn Romans. 
The cxpence of the naval armament, which Leo 
fent againft the Vandals, has been diftindly aficer^ 
tained} and the curious and inftru£tive account 
difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The 
royal demefnes, or private patrimony of the prince, 
fupplied feventeen thouiand pounds of gold ; forty '« 

'5 The march of Cato frorii Berenice, in the province of Cyrene, 
was much longer than that of Heraclius from Tripoli. He paficd 
the deep faiidy defert in thirty dayt, and it was found nccefTary to 
provide, ' befides the ordinary fuppliesi a great number of fkins filled 
with water, and feveral ^Jj^^h who were fuppofed to poiTefs the art 
of fucking the wounds which had been made by the lerpents of 
their native country. -See Plutarch inCaton, UtlcenSy toiufiv. 
p* ^75* Strabon. Gcograph. ]• ^viii p. 1193* «^ 
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feven thoafand pounds of gold, and fevcn htin^ ^xxxti* 
dred thoufand of filver, vere levied and paid into 
the treafuxy by the Praetorian praefects. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty ; and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a 
valuable obje£b of the revenue, does not fugged: 
the idea of a juft, or merciful, adminillration. 
The whole expence, by wbatfoever me^ns it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
the fum of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, ^bout five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn^ to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the prefent 
age *^ The fleet that failed from Coaftantinople 
to Carthage, confifled of eleven hundred and 
thirteen fliips, and the number of foldiers and 
jmariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men. 
Bafilifcus, the brother of the emprefs Vorina, was 
entrufled with this important command. His 
fifler, the wife of Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againd the Scythians. But 
the difcovery of his guilt, or incapacity^ was* re- 
ferved for the African war ; and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by aifertiagt 
that he bad confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen^ 

^ The principal Cam is clearly expreiTeJ by Procopias (de Bell* 
Vandal. 1. i. c. 6. p. 191.)} the fmaller conftituent parts, wbtdi 
Tillcmoni (Hi(l. des Eippereurs, torn. vi. p. 396} has laborioufl/ 
CoUeAed from the Byzantine writers, are' le/s certain, and lefs im* 
portant. The hiftorian Malchus laments the public mifery (£x« 
cprpt. ex Sutda in Corp. Hii). Byzant. p, s^-) i but he is furely uii- 
}ult> when he charges Leo with hoarding the treifures which be ex- 
lorted from the people. 
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CHAP, feric, and to betray the laft hope of the Wellcm 

XXXVI. ' •' . *^ 

y^.^^^T'm^ empire. 

Failure of ^ Experience has^ fliewn, that the fuccefs of an 
ihwR. invader moft commonly depends on the vigour 
and celerity of his opfef ations. The ftrength and 
iharpnefs of the firft impreffion are blunted by de» 
lay J the health and fpirit of the troops infcnfibly 
languifli in a diftant climate ; the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never be repeated, is filently confumed ; and every 
hour' that is wafted in negotiation, accuftoms the 
enemy to contemplate and ex;amine thofe hoftile 
terrors, which, on their firft appearance, he deemed 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued itis profperous navigation from the Thra-» 
cian Bofphorus to the coaft of Africa. He landed 
his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontory of 
- Mercury, about forty miles from Carthage *> 
, The array of Heraclius, and the fleet of Marcel- 
linus, either joined or feconded the Imperial lieu- 
tenant; and the Vandals, who oppo&d his pro- 
grefs by fea or land, were fucceffively van^ 
quiftied ". If Bafilifcus had feized the moment 
of confternation, and boldly advanced to the ca- 
pital^ Carthage muft have furrendered, and the 

*7 This promontory it forty miles from Carthage (Procop. 1, i, 
c. 6. p. 191*') and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shawns Fraveh, p. S9-}« 
Sc'rpio. landed farther in the bay, at the fair promontory $ Ctn the 
animated defcription of Livy, xxix. 26, 27. 

, •• Thedplianes (p. 100.) affirms that many (hips of the Vandali 
Were funk. The affcrtion of Jornandes (de Succeffione Reg|i.)» 
thiit Bafilifcus attacked Cailhage, muft be underftood in a very 
. qualified fcnfe* 
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kingdom of the Vandals was extinguifhed. Gen* xxxvi^' 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded 
it with his veteran dexterity. He protefted, iu 
the moft refpeftful language, that he was ready to 
fubniit his perfon, and his dominions, to the will 
of the emperor ; but he requefted a truce of five 
days to regulate the terms of his fubmiffion ; and 
it was univerfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego- 
ciation. Inftead of obftinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneitly folicited, the 
guilty, or the credulous, Bafilifcus confented to 
the fatal truce ; and his imprudent fecurity feemed * 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelf as 
the conqueror of Africa. During this (hort inter- 
nal, the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largefl: (hips of war 
with the bravefl: of the Moors and Vandals ; .and 
they towed after them many large^ barks, filled 
with combuftible materials. In the obfctirity of 
the night, thefc deftruftive veffels were impelled 
againft the unguarded and unfufpefting fleet of 
the Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of 
their indant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order aflifted the progrefs of the fire, which was 
communicated with rapid and irrefiflible violence ; 
and the noife of the wind, the • crackling of the 
fiames, the difTonant cries of the foMiers and ma* 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
ificreafed the horror of the nofturnal tumult. 
Whilft they laboured to extricate themfelves from 
the fire-ihips, and to fave at lead a part of tho 
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CHAP, navy, the galHes of Genferic affaulted them with' 
temperate and difciplined valour? and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames, 
were deftroyed or taken by the vidorious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrous night, the he- 
roic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one 
of the principal officers of Bafilifcus, has rescued 
his name from oblivion. When the ihip, which . 
he had bravely defended, was almoft confumed,. 
he threw himfelf in his armour into the. fea, dif- 
dainfully rejeded the cfteem and pity of Qenfo, ; 
the fon of Genferic, who preffed him to accept . 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves ; 
exclaiming, with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious ' 
dogs. Aftuated by a far different fpirit, Bafilifcus, 
wbofe fts^tion was the mod remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, returned .to Conftantinople with the lofs of 
more than half of his fl^et and army, and (heltere^ 
his guilty head in the fanftqary of St. Sophia, till 
his fifl:er, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant emperor. Hera* 
clius efFefled his retreat through the defert ; Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, where he was affaflinated, 
perhaps at the inftigation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains ; and the king of the Vandals 
expreiTed his furprife and fatisfaftion, that the Ro- 
mans themfelves fliould remove from the world 
his mofl; formidable antagonifts *^ After the fai.- 

*9 Damafcius in Vit. Ifidor, apud Phot. p. 104S. It will appear^ 
by comparing the three ihort chronicles of the times, that MarceU 
liQue had fought near Carthage, and was killed in Sicily. 

/ lure 
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hire of this great expedition, Crenferic agaiti be- ^„" * ,''' 
came the tyrant of the fea ; the coaftt of Italy, ^ ■^ ■^^'^--^ 
Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his re- 
venge and avarice j Tripoh* and Sardinia retarned 
to his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces ; and, before he died, in the ful- A.D.477'. 
neis of years and of glory, he beheld the final ex- 
tindion of the empire of the Weft ^\ 

During his long and aftive reign, the African Conqueft* 
monarch had ftudioufly cultivated the friendfliip ^gol^hsTr 
of the Barbarians of Europe, whofe arms he might Spain and 
employ in a feafonable and effeflual diverfion a.d. 
againft the two empires. After the death of At- 46»-47«» 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who 
fticceffively reigned over that warlike nation, were 
cafily perfuaded, by the fenfe of intereft, to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic had inflifted on 
their fifter •'. The death of the emperor Majo- 
rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour ; he violated 
his recent treaty with the Romans ; and the amplcj 
.territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 

9* For tb$ African war, r«e Procopitis (de Bell. Vandal. 1. !• c* 6, 
p.i9X9i9i> i93.)>TheophaDes (p«99> xoO|ioi.)f Cedrenus (p. 349. 
350.)) and Zonaras (torn. 11. 1. xiv. p. 50, 51. }• Montefquieu (Confi- 
dcrationa fur la Grandeiir, &c, c. xx. toon* iii* p. 497 •) has made 
-a judicious obfervation on the failure of thcCe great naval arma- 
inentfi« 

. 9* Jornandes is ourbeft guide through the reigns of Theodoric JL 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44, 45, 46, 47. p. 675—681.)^ 
Idatius ends too foon, and Ilidore is too fparing oF the infornnation 
which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events 
that relate to Gaul are laborioufly ilhiftrated in the third book of 
the Abbe Dubos^ HilL Critique, torn. i. p« 4Zi^«~6ao. 

his 
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CHAP. Ixh dominions, beeame the immediate reward of 
his perfidy. The &Ifi(h policy of Rictmer en- 
couraged him to invade the pnvrinceft which ware 
in the poifeffion of iEgidios, his rival; but the 
adive <:ouQt, by the defence of Aries, and the 
vi^ory of Orleans, faved Gaul, and cfaedLed, 
during his lifetime, the progrefs of the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was foon rekindled^ and the de* 
fign of extinguiibing the Roman empire m Spain 
and Gaul, was conceived, aad almoft completed, 
in the reign of Euric, who affaifinated his brother ^ 
Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more £ivage 
temper, fuperior abilities, both in peace and war* 
He paifed the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army, fubdued the cities of Saragoffit and Pampe* 
luna, vanquiihed in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his vidorious 
arms into the ^heart of Lufitania, and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Galiicia under 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain ^\ The efforts bf 
Euric were not lefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in 
Gaul ; and throughout the country that axtenda 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhdne and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or 
diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their mafter ^. In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf* 
tained, with inflexible refolution, the mifeties of 

9> See Marians, Hift. Hifpafi. toqi. i. K ▼• t. 5. p. i£«» • 
91 An imperfe^^y but original, piAiire of Gaul» raore efpeciall^ 
oF Avvergne^ is fhewn by Sidoniui| who, a» afen^tor, and after* 
wardi as a biikop, waa deeply inierefted in tlie fate of hia country. 
See L ¥m epift. i. |. 9, &c, 

war, 
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^r^ peftilence, and famine ; and the Vifigoths, ^ h^ p* 
relinquifliing the fruitlefs fiege, fufpended the 
ho^s qf that important conquefl:. The youth of 
the ptoyince were animated by the heroic, and al- ' 
moil 'incredible, valour of Ecdiciua, the fon of 
the emperor Avitus '^, who made a defperate fally 
-with only eighteen horfemen, boldly attacked the 
Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying 
ikirtmih^ retired fafe and vidiorious within the 
walls of Ckrmont. His ^chioity was equal to his 
courage : ia a time of extreme fcarcity, four thou- 
iv^d poor were fed at his expence; and his pri* 
yate influence levied an army of Burgijndians for the 
deliverance of Auvergne. From bis virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fitfety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were in^ 
fuffident to avert the impending ruin of their 
(XHintry, fmcc they were anxious to learn from hi» 
authority and exaroplp, whether they Ihould pre- 
fer the- alternative of exile,, or fervkude *-. The 
puWic confidence was loft j the refources of the 
(late were exhaufted ; and the Gauls bad too much 
reaibn to believe, that Anthemius, who reigned 
in Italy, was incapable of proteding his diftreffed 
fubjefts beyond the Alps. The feeble emperor . 
xould ocdy procure for their defence the fcrvice of 

94 ^idonius, 1. iii. cpift. 3. p. 65 — 68. Greg. Turon. I. ii. c. 24.. 
jo toni. ii* p. i74r Jornandes, c. 45. p. 675. Perhaps ficdiciut 
^as only the fpn.in.law •f Avitus, his wife*^ fon by another huf- 
band. 

.. 95 Si nuliae a republica vires, nulla pr^fuiia, ii nullas, quantum 
rttmoreft, Anthemii principis opes, ftatuit, . te au6iore, nobiiitas ieu 
pauiajn dimittere fey capillos (Sidon. 1. ii. epifl. 1. p. 33.). The 
laft woids (Sirmond Not. p. 25.) may likewife denote the clerical 
tonfure, which was indeed the choice of Sidonius himielf. 
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xxxvif* ^^^v^ thoufand Britife auxiliaries. Riothamus, 
smm^ ^ mm^f oiic of tfac independent kings, or chieftains, of 
the iflsind, was perfuaded to tranfport his troops 
to the continent of Gaul ; he failed up the Loire, 
9nd eftabUihed his quarters in Berry, where the 
people complained o^ tbefe oppreflive allies, till 
tbcy were deftroycd, or difperfed, by the arms of 
the Vifigoths "^^ 
Trial of Oiie of the laft afts of jurifdiflion, which the 
a'^0'^^68* '^^'^^^ fenate exerdfed over their fubjefts of 
Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian prsefed. Sidonius, who re« 
joices that he lived under a reign in which he 
might pity and allift a ftate-criminal^ has ex- 
preffed, with tendernefs and freedom, the faults 
of his indifcrect and unfortunate friend •^ From 
the perils, which he had efcaped, Arvandus im- 
bibed confidence rather than wifdom ; and fuch 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence 
of his behaviour^ that his profperity muft appear 
much more furprifing than his downfal. The 
fecond prsefefture, which be obtained within the 
term of five years, aboliihed the merit and popu- 
. larity of his preceding adminiftration. His eafy 

9*^ The biftory of thefe Britons may he traced in Jornandes. (e, 45* 
p. 678. ), Si<ioniu8 (). iii. epiHo). 9. \>. 73, 74.} and Gregory of 
Tours (I. ih c. 18. in torn. ii. p.- 170.). Sidunius (who ilyles thefe 
mercenary troops argutos^ armatos» tumultuofoi, viitute, iiutnero» 
contubernio» contumaces) addreifes their general iti a tone oi frienil. 
flkip and famiJiarity. 

97 Sec Sidonius, 1. i. epitt. 7. p. 15—20, with Sirmond*s notea^ 
This let^r does honour to his heart, as well as to his underftanding. 
The profe of Sidonius» however vitiated by a falfie and affe6ted tafte, 
is much fuperior to his infipid veifes, 
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temper was corrupted by flattery, and acafperated 
by oppofilion; he was forced to fatisfy his im- 
portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro- 
vince ; his capricious infolence offended the 
nobles of Gaul, and he funk under the weight of 
the public hatred. The mandate of his difgrace 
fummoned him to juftify his conduft before the 
fenate ; and he pafled the fea of Tufcany with a 
favourable wind, the prefage, as he vainly ima- 
gined, of his future fortunes. A decent refpedt 
Was ftill obferved for the Praefe^orian rank ; and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvandus was committed 
to the hofpifality, rather than to the cuftody, of 
BlaviuS Afellus, the count of the facred largefles, 
who refided in the Capitol*'. He was eagerly 
purfued by hi» accufers, the four deputies of 
Gaul, who were all diflinguifhed by their birth, 
their dignities, or their eloquence. In the name 
of a great province^ and according to the forms 
of Roman jurifprudence, they inftituted a civil 
and criminal adion, requiring fuch a reftitution 
as might compenfate the loffes of individuals, 
and fuch punifliment as might fatisfy the juftice 
of the ftate. Their charges of corrupt oppref- 
lion were numerous and weighty ; but they placed 
ther fecret dependence on a letter, which they 
had intercepted, and which they coiild prove, by 
the evidence of his fecretary, to have beeh dic- 

9* When the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, it was appropriated to 
the ufe of the civil magiftrate \ and it is ilill the refidence of the Ro- 
man fenator. The jewellers, &c. might. be allowed to ejcpofe their 
precious wares in the porticoes. 
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xxxvif' *^^^^ ^y ^^^^^^ himfelf. The author of thi» 
letter feemed to difluade the king of the Goths 
from a peace with the Greek emperor ; be fug- 
gefted the attack of the Britons on the Loire ; 
and he recommended a divifion of Gaul, ac- 
cording to the law of nations, between the Vifi-* 
goths and the Burgundians '^ Thefe pernicious 
fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by 
the reproaches of vanity and indifcretion, were 
fufceptible of a treafonable interpretation ; and 
the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce 
their moft formidable weapons till the decifive 
moment of the contefl. But their intentions 
were difcovered by the zeal of Sidonius. He 
ipimediately apprifed the unfufpedHng criminal 
of his danger ; and iincerely lamented, without 
any mixture of anger, the haughty prefumptiou 
of Arvandus, who rejected, and ^ven refented, 
the falutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of 
his real fituation, Arvandus (hewed himfelf in the 
Capitol in the white rob^ of a candidate, ac- 
cepted indifcriminate falutations and offers of 
fervice, examined the (hops of the merchants, 
the filks and gems, fometipies with the indiffer* 
cnce of a fpeftator, and fometiraes with the at- 
tention of a purchafer ; and complained of th^ 
times, of the fenate, of the prince, and of the 
delays of juftice. His complaint? were foou 

99 Haec ad regem Gothorum, charta videbatur eroitti, pacem cum 
Grwco Imperatore difTuadens, Bfitannog fupcr Ligerim fitos impog- 
part opportei-e demon ftransy cum Burgundiocibus jure gentium GaL 
lias (jividi debere CQiifirmans« 

femoy^d* 
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removed. An early day was fired for his trial j ^^xAf* 
and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be- 
fore a numerous aflembly of the Roman fenate^ 
The mournful garb which they affe£ted, excited 
the compaifion of the judges, who were fcan- 
dalized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their 
adverfary ; and when the praefeft Arvandus, with 
the firft of the Gallic deputies, were directed to 
take their places on the fenatorial benches, the 
fame contraft of pride and modefty was obferved 
in their behaviour. In this memorable judg« 
ment, which prefented a lively image of the old 
republic, the Gauls expofed, with force and 
freedom, the grievances of the province ; and as 
foon as the minds of the audience were fufHciently 
inflamed, they recited the fatal epiftle. The 
obftinacy of Arvandus was founded on the ftrange 
fuppofition, that a fubje6t could not be convifled 
of treafon, unlefs he had a6lually confpired to 
affume the purple. As the paper was read, he 
repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged 
tt for his genuine compofition ; and his afto* 
nifliment was equal to his difmay, when the 
unanimous voice of the fenate declared him 
guilty of a capital oflfence. By their decree, 
he was degraded from the rank of a praefed 
to the obfcure condition of a plebeian, an4 
ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to th^ 
public prifon. After a fortnight's adjourn- 
ment, the fenate was again convened to pro* 
nounce the fentence of his death : but wjiiile he 
e^peded^ in the ifland of ^Sfculapius, the ex* 
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piration of the thirty days allowed by axi ancient 
law to the viiefl: malefactors '°% his friends inter- 
pofedy the emperor Anthemius relented, and the 
praefed of Gaul obtained the milder punifhment 
of exile and confifcation. The faults of Arvan* 
dus might deferye companion ; but the in^unity 
of Seronatus accufed the juftice of the republic^ 
till he was condemned, and executed, on the 
complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 
flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 
country, held a fecret correfpondence with the 
Vifigoths, to betray the province which he op- 
prefTed ; his induftry was continually exercifed in 
the difcovery of new taxes and obfolete offences ; 
and his extravagant vices would have infpired 
contempt, if they had not excited fear and ab- 
horrence "'. 
Difcordof Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 
mills and j^^^ce } but whatever might be the guilt of Ri- 
Kicimer, cimcr, that powerful Barbarian was able to conf^ 
'*^'* lend or to negociate with the prince, whofe 
alliance he had condefcended to accept. The 
peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius 
had promifed to the Weft, was fooji clouded by 
misfortune and difcord. Ricimer, apprehenfiye, 
pr impatient, of a fuperior, retired from Rome, 

too Sesattlfcopfuhum Tiberiamm (Sirmond Not. p. 17.) ; but that law 
jdlowed only ten days between ^he fentence and execution; the re. 
Unaining twenty were added in the reiga of TheodoHivs. 

i<" Catilina feculi noftri. Sidonius, I. ii. epift. i • p. 33.; I. y« 
e{^ft. 13. p. T43 ; ]. vii. epift. 7. p. \%$, He execrates the crimes, 
and applauds the punifliment, of Seroiiatus, pet haps with the isdig- 
{lation of ;i virtuous fiti^n^ perhaps will) the i<;(Vmment of a perr9n?il 
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and fixed his refidence at Milan ; an advafl- *^" A, f- 
tageotis fituation, either to invite, or to repel, 
the warlike tribes that were feated between the 
Alps and the Danube *®*. Italy was gradually di- 
vided into two independent and hoftile kingdoms ; 
and the nobles of Liguria^ who trembled at the 
near approach of a civil war, fell proftrate at the 
feet of the patrician, and conjured him to fpare 
their unhappy country. " For my own part," 
replied Ricimer, in a tone of infolent moderation^ 
•^ I am ftill inclined to embrace the friendfliip of . 
^' the Galatian'^'; but who will undertake to 
appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the pride^ 
which always rifes in proportion to our fub-^ 
miffion?*' They informed him, that Epipha- 
niusj biihop of Pavia'^, united the wifdom of 
the ferpent with the innocence of the dove ; and 
appeared confident, that the eloquence of fuch 
an ambaflador muft prevail againfl: the ftrongeft 
oppofition, either of intereft or paffion. Their 

'^* Ricimeri vndtr the reign of Anthemlus» defeated and (lew ia 
battle Beorgori king of the Alani (Jornandee,. c. 45. p. 678.)* 
His fifter had married the king of the Burgundians, and he main- 
tained an intimate connexion with the Suevic colony eftablifhed in 
Pannonia and Noricuro. 

'OS Galatam concitatuifi. Sirmond (in his notes to Ennodius) 
applies this appellation to Anthemius himfelf. The emperor wai 
probably born in the province of Oalatia, whofe inhabitants, the 
Gallo-GrecianSf were fuppofed to unite the vices of a favage, and 
a corrupted/ people. 

lo* Epiphanius was thirty years bifliop of Patia (A. D. 4^7— 
497} fee Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xyi. p. 788.}* His name 
and aAions would have been unknown to pofterityy . if Ennodius, 
one of his fucceflbrs^ had not written his life (Sirmond> Opera^ 
toiA. u p. 1647— 169s.) i in which he reprtfents him as one of tbe 
peateft chancers of the age. 

P ^ recom- 
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CHAP, recommendation vwis approved ; and Epiphaniiiff^* 
aflfuming the benevolent office of mediation, 
proceeded without delay to Rome, where he was 
received with the honours due to his merit and 
reputation. The oration of a bifhop in &vour 
of peace, may be eafily fuppofed : he argued, 
that in all poflible circumftances, the forgivenefs 
of injuries mufl: be an aft of mercy, or magnani- 
mity, or prodence ; and he ferioufly admoniflied 
the emperor to avoid a contefl: with a fierce Bar- 
barian, which might be fatal to bimfelf, and 
mud be ruinous to his dominions. Anthemius 
acknowledged the truth of his maxims y but he 
deeply felt, with grief and indignation, idie be* 
haviour of Ricimer; and his paflion gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difcourfe. " What 
^ favours," be warmly exclaimed, " have we 
•' rcfufed to this tmgratefiil man ? What provo- 
*^ cations have we not endured ? Regardlefii of 
** the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter 
" to a Goth ; I' facrificed my own blood to the 
^ fafety of the republic. The liberality which 
^* ought to have fecured the eternal attachment 
*^ of Ricimer, has exafperated him againft his 
•* benefaftor. What wars has he not excited 
>' againft the empire i How often has he infti« 
** gated and aflifted the fury of hofUle nations ? 
^^ Shall I now accept his perfidious friendihip? 
Can I hope that i^ will refpeA the engage- 
ments of a treaty, who has already violated 
the duties of a fon ?'* But the anger of Anthe- 
mius evaporated in thefe pafficmate exclamations : 
be infenfibly yielded to the propofals of Epfpha^ 

niusf 
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hiuS ; and the bifliop returned to his diocefe with ^xxxvf * 
the fatisfaftion of reftoring the peace of Italy, by w^^-v-w 
a reconcih'ation '^', of which the fincerity and 
continuance might be reafonably fufpe^ted. 
*^rhe clemency of the emperor was extorted from 
his weaknefs; and Ricimer fufpended his ambi-* 
tious defigns, till he had fecretly prepared the 
engines, with which he refolvcd to fubverc the 
throne of Anthemius» The itiafk of peace and 
moderation was then thrown afide. The army 
of Ricimer was fortified by a iiumerous reinforce- 
Aient of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi: he 
difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor^ 
marched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and 
'fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio, impa- 
tiently expeded the arrival of Olybrius, his Impe- 
rial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, Ofybrmg 
might efteem himfelf . the lawful heir of the Zw7fkf 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia, the a.d.*7i, 
younger daughter of Valentinian,- after fhe was *" *'* 
reftored by Genferic ; who ftill detained her fitter 
Eudoxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive^ 
of his. fon. The king of the Vandals fupported, 
by threats and felicitations, the fair pretenfions 
of his Roman ally; and afligned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the ref ufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge their lawful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given to 

<<»$ BnnodiiM (p. 1659—1664.) has related thit embafly of £pi« 
phanius ; and hia narrative, verbofe and turgid as it muft appear, 
tlludratet fome curious pafllagea in the fall of the Weftem empire. 

P 4 a ftranger* 
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^xxxVr ^ ftranger'**. The friendfliip of the public 
enemy might render Olybrius ftill mcwe unpopu- 
lar to the Italians ; but when Ricimer meditated 
the ruin of the emperor Anthemius, he tempted 
with the offer of a diadem the candidate who 
could juftify his rebellion by an illuftrious name^ 
and a royal alliance. The bufband of Pladdia, 
who, like mod of his anceftors, had been invefted 
with the confular dignity, might have continued 
to enjoy a fecure and fplendid fortune in the 
peaceful refidence of Conftantinople ; nor does, 
be appear to have been tormented by fuch a 
genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unlefs 
by the adminiftration of an empire. Yet Oly- 
brius yielded to the importunities of his friends^ 
perhaps of his wife; ra(bly plunged into the 
dangers and calamities of a civil war; and, with 
the fecret connivance of the emperor Leo, ac- 
cepted the Italian purple, which was beftowed, 
and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barba- 
rian. He landed without obftacle (for Genferic 

was raafter of the fea) either at Ravenna or the 

» 

port of Oftia, and immediately proceeded to the 
camp of Ricimer, wh^re he was received as the 
Ibvereign of the Weftem world '^'. 

fo6 prifcus Excerpt. Legation, p. 74, Trocopius de Bell, Vandtl. 
1. f. c. 6. p. 191. Eudoxia and' her daughter were reftored after the 
death of Majorian. Perhaps the confulihip of Olybrius ( A.D; 464*} 
was beflowcd as a nuptial prefent. 

'07 The hoflile appearance of Olybrius is fixed -(notwithftandipg 
the opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. I'he fecret con* 
uivance of Leo is acknowledged by Theophanes, and the Palcbal 
(Chronicle. We are ignorant of his motives j but in this obfcure 
perigdy our ignorance extends to the naoil public and iinportaat /af^s* , 

8 The^ 
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The patrician, who had extended his pofts ^^ ^ p* 
from the Anio to the Milvian bridge; already v.— ^.^w 
poffeffed two quarters of Rome, the'Vatican and t^^^ ®^ * 
the Jamculum, which are feparated by the Tyber death of 
from the reft of the city "• ; and it may be con* m/I,*|**" 
jeflured, that an affembly of feceding fenators a. 0.47*, 
imitated, in the choice of Olybrius, the forms of **^"' 
a legal election. But the body of the fenate and 
people firmly adhered tp the caufe of Anthemius ; 
and the more eSedual fupport of a Gothic army 
enabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs, by a refiftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
peflilence. At length, Ricimer made a furious 
aflault on r the bridge of Hadrian, or St. Angelo ; 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilimer 
their, leader. The victorious troops breaking 
down evfery- barrier, ruflied with irrefiftible 
violence into the heart of the city, and Rom^ 
(if we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) was fubverted by the civil fury of An- 
themius and Ricimer *^^ The unfortunate An-. 

themius. 


ie8 Of the fourteen regions, or quarters, into which Rome was 
divided by Auguftus, only one, the Janiculum, lay on the Tufcaii 
fide of the Tyber. Bur, in the fifth century, the Vatican fubiirb 
formed a confiderable city; and in the eccledaftical diflributiony 
which had been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning pope, 
two of the /even regions, or parifhes of Rome, depended on the 
church of St, Peter. See Nardioi Roma Antica, p. 67. It would 
require a tedious diflertation to mark the c ire urn (lances, in which I 
am inclined to depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 

109 Nuper Anthcmii et Ricimeris civili furore fubverfa eft. Gela- 

fius in Epift. ad Andromach, apud Baron, ^t P. 49^* ^^ ^** 

Sigoniuf 
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^xxxvi' ^^^^^^^ ^^^ dragged from his cbncealment, and 

v^i-y"— 1> inhumanly maflacred by the command of his 

fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps 

a fourth emperor to the number of his vidlims. 

The foldicrs, who united the rage of fafbittus 

t citizens with the favage mariners of Barbarians, 

were indulged, without controul, in the licence 

of rapine and murder: the crowd of flaves and 

plebeians, who were unconcerned in the events 

could only gain by the indifcrimmate pillage; and 

the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con* 

traft of ftern cruelty, and diffolute intempe- 

Deathof raxice "°. Forty days after this calamitous event, 

aI^ITIo. *^^ fubjeft, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 

delivered, by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant 

Ricimer, who bequeathed the command of hh 

army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 

princes of the Burgundians. In the fame year, 

all the principal aftors in this great revolution, 

•^ere removed from the ftage; and the whole 

and of r&gn of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray 

ca.^aT' 'any fymptoms of violence, is included within the 

term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 

bffspring of his marriage with Placid ia ; and the 

family of the great Theodofius, tranfplanted from 

Sfgonius (torn. i. I. xiv. de Occidental! Imperio, p. 542^ 54-sO and 
Muratori (Annali d^Italia, torn, iv, p. 308, 369,), with the aid of a 
kfs imp^rfe6l MS. of the Hiftoria MifceNa, have illuftrated this dark 
and bloody tranra6lk>fi* 

"»<> Such had been the fseva ac deformis urbe toll facies, when 
Rome was affaulted and ftormed by the troops of Vefpafian (fee 
Tacit. Hift. iii. 8», 83.) ; and every caufe of mifchitf had fince ac- 
quired much additional energy. The revolution pf ages may bring* 
found the fame calamities ; but ages may revolve, without produ. 
ctpg a Tacitus to dtfcrrbe them* 

Spain 
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Spam to Conftantinople, was propagated m the ^xxifv*** 
female line as far as the eighth generation '"• *-**w"w 

Whilft the vacant throne of Italy was aban- J", ^nd^*^ 
doned to lawlefs Barbarians "% the eleflion of a Giycenus^ 
new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- 0?^^'^* 
cil of Leo. The emprefs Verina, (ludious to ^^* 
promote the greatnefs of her own &mily, had 472-1475. 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 
fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fove* 
reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid pofTeiEon than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolute, 
that many months elapfed after the death of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrios^ before their 
deftined fucceflbr could ihew himfelf, with a re« 
fpedable force, to his Italian fubjefls. During 
that interval. Glycerins, an obfcure foldier, was 
invefted with the purple by his patron Gundo- 
bald; but the Burgundian prince was unable^ 
or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war : the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps "', and his client was per- 
il > See Ducange* Familie Byzantin. p« 74, 75. AreobinduSf 
vfho appears to have married the niece of the emperor JuftiDian^ 
wai the eighth deCeendant of the elder Theodoiius. 

"* The laft revolutions of the Weftern empire are faintly marked 
in Tbeophanes (p. ioi.}» Joi^nandea (c. 45. p. 679.), the Chronicle 
of MarcelliiinS) and the fragments of an anonymous writer^ pub- 
Ufhtd by Valefius at the end of Ammianus (p* 716, 717.). If Pho« 
tius bad not been fo wretchedly concifey we (bould derive much in* 
formation from the contemporary hiftories of Malchus and Candi* 
Uui« Sec bta Rxtrafls, p. I7a'i^i79. 

■■J See Greg* Turon. 1. ii. c. 18. in torn. ii. p. 175* Dubo8« 
Uift. Critiqucy torn* i. p* 613. By the murder, or death, of his two 
brothers, Gundobald acquired the fole poHeiHon of the kingdom, of 
Burgundy, wbofe ruin was hai^ened by their dlfcord. 

mitted 
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CHAP, milted* to exchange the Roman fceptre for the 
*^ ' bifhopric of Salona. After extinguifliing fuch a 
competitor, the emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by the fenate, by the Italians, and by 
the provincials of Gaul; his. moral virtues, and 
military talents, were loudly celebrated; and 
thofe who derived any private benefit from his 
government, announced, in prophetic ftrains^ 
the reftoration of the public felicity "*. Their 
hopes (if fuch hopes had been entertained) were 
confounded within the term of a fingle year ; and 
the treaty of p'eace, which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his fliort and 
inglorious reign. The moft feithfiil fubjefts o£ 
Gaul were facrificed by the Italian emperor, to 
the hope* of domeftic fecurity "' j but his repofe 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian' confederates, who, under the com- 
mand of Oreftes, their general,- were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach ; and, inftead of placing' a ju(t 
confidence in" the ftrength of Ravenna, he' haftily 
efcaped to his ihips, and retired to his Dalnia« 
tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this fliameful abdication, he 
protra6led his life about five years, in a very, 

*'4 Julius Nepos armis pariter fummus Auguftus ac moribus^ 
Sidoniu8> 1. v. ep. 16. p. 146. Nepos bad given to Ecdicius the title 
of patriciaiiy which Anthemius had promifedi deceiforii Anthemei 
fidem abfolvit. See 1. vtii. ep. 7. p. 114. 

>*$ Epiphanius was rent-ambaflfador from Nepos to the Vifigoths^ 
for the purpofe of afcertaining the Jlnes Imperii ItaJiei (Ennodius iii 
Sirinond. torn. i. p. i665-<-i669.). His pathetic difcourfe con* 
cealed the difgraceful fecret, which foon excited the. juft and bittef 
complaints of the bifliop of Clefmont, ' ' 

ambiguous 
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ambiguous ftate, between an emperor and an ^ « a p. 
exile, till he was aflaffinated at Salona by the ^^^'^ 
ungrateful Glycerius, who was tranflated, per- 
haps as the reward of his crime, to the arc^- 
bilhopric of Milan '•^ 

The nations, who had afferted their independ- The pani- 
ence after the death of Attila, were eftabliflied. «'a«^ref- 

tcs 

by the right of poffeffion tor conqueft, in the A.b«47j. 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube ; 
or in the Roman provinces between the river and 
the Alps. But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army of confederates j who formed the de* 
fence and the terror of Italy *" j and in this pro- 
mifcuous multitude, the names pf the Heruli, the 
Scyrri, -the Alani," the Turcilingi, and the Ru- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex-- 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Oreftes "% 
the fon of Tatullus, and the father of the laft Ro- 
man emperor of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory, had never de- 
ferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
4ered him one of the moft illuftrious fubjeds of 

it6 Malchus, apud Phot. p. lyt, Ennod. Epigram. 1. Ixxxli. in . 
Sirmond Oper. torn. i. p. 1879. Some doubt may however be raifed 
9n the identity of the emperor and the archbifliop* 

"7 Our knowledge of thefe mercenaries, who fubvcrted the 
Weftcrn empire, is derived from Pi ocopius (de Bell. Gothico, I. i* 
c i. p. 308.). The popular opinion, and the recent hiftorians, repre- 
fent Odoacer in the falfe light of ^Jiranger^ and a king, who invaded 
Italy with an army of foreigner-, his native fubjefts, 

118 Oreftes, qui co tempore quando Attila ad Ttaliam venit, le ilH 
}unxit| et ejus xrotarius fa^us fuerat* Anonym. Vairf. p. 716. He 
is miAalcen in the datej but we tnay credit his aiTcrtion^ that the 

(«cvet9ry of Attila wa& the father of AuguAulus. 

• • - 

Pannonia. 
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XXX v/* Paimonia. When that province was ceded to the 
x^m^sf'^ Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attil<u his 
lawful fovereign, obtained the office of his fecre* 
tary, and was repeatedly fent amba0ador to Con- 
ftantinople, to reprefent the perfon, and fignify 
the commands, of the. imperious monarch. The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free* 
dom ; and Oreftes njiight honourably refufe either 
to follow the fons of Atdla into the Scythian de« 
fert, or to obey the Oftrogoths, who had ufurped 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the fer» 
vice of the Italian princes, the fucceflbrs of Va^* 
lentinian; and, as he^pofTefTed the qualifications^ 
of courage, induflry, and experience, he advanced 
with rapid fteps in the military profeflion, till he 
was elevated, by the favour of Nepos hjmfelf, to 
the dignities of patrician, and mafter-general of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accuf* 
tomed to reverence the charafter and authority of 
Qrefles, who affecled their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
mately conneSed with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendfhip. At 
his folicitation they rofe in arms againft the obf 
fcure Greek, who prefumed to claim their obe- 
dience ; and when Oreftes, from fome fecret mo^ 
tive, declined the purple, they confented, with 
the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
His fon guftulus, as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab- 
lis The hft d^c^^^°^ of Nepos, Qreftes had now attained the 
emperor of fummit of his ambitious hopes} but he foon difc 
a!ix^476. covered, before the end of the firft year, that the 
leflbns of perjury and ingr^tittide, which a rebel 
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muft Jnculcate, will be retorted agamft himfelf ; ^xxxvlu 
and tbat the precarious fovereign of Italy was only 
permitted to chufe, whether he would be the flave, ' 
or the vl&im, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of tbefe Grangers had op* 
prefifed and infulted the lad remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but their in-« 
folence increafed in a ftill more extravagant de- 
gree ; they envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Oaul, Spain, and Africa, whofe vi£torious arms 
had acquired an independent and perpetual inherit* 
ance ; and they infifted on their peremptory de- 
mand, that a third part of the lands of Italy fhould 
be immediately divided among them, Oreftes,^ 
with a fpirit which, in another fituation, might 
be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to en* 
counter the rage of an armed multitude, than to 
fubfcribe the ruin of an innocent people* He re* 
je6led the audacious demand ; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer; a bold 
barbarian, who aflured his fellow foldiers^ that, 
if they dared to aflfociate under his command^ 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutifu^ petitions. From all the 
i:amps and garrifons of Italy, the confederates, 
aduated by the fame refentment and the fame 
hopes, impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this 
popular leader; and the unfortunate patrician, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, haftily retreated to 
the ftrong city of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of the 
|ip{y ^piphanit^s. Pavia was immediately be? 

13 fieged, 
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CHAP, fieged, the fortifications were ftormed, the town 
< -— ^ v 'W was pillaged; and although the bifhop might la* 
bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fave 
the property of the church, and the chaftity of fe- 
male captives, the tumult could only be appeafed 
by the execution of Oreftes "\ His brother Paul 
was ilain in an aAion near Ravenna ; and the 
helplefs Auguftulus, who could no longer cotn- 
. mand the refpeft, was reduced to implore the cle- 
mency, of Odoacer. 
odoaccr That fuccefsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede- 

Italy/* con; who, in fome remarkable tranfaftions, par- 
A^p.^ ticularly defcribed in a preceding chapter, had 
been the colleague of Oreftes himfelf. , The ho- 
nour of an ambaffador (hould be exempt from fuf* 
picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy 
againfl: the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit of repentance : his 
rank was eminent and confpicuous ; he enjoyed 
the favour of Attila ; and the troops under his 
command, who guarded in their turn the royal 
village, confifted in a tribe of a Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubjedls. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns ; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards, the name of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal 
conteft with the Oftrogoths; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and 

"9 See Ennodius (in Vit. Epiphan. Sirmond^ tom. i. p« 2669, 
i670.)* He adds v/eight to the narrative of Procopius, though we 
.may doubt whether the devil a£lually contrived the fiege of Paviaj 
t« diftrefs the bifhop and his flockr 

difper- 
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dlfperfion of the Scyrri "^ Their gallant leader, S^xvr' 
who did not furvive this national calamity, left 
two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, • to ftruggle with 
adverlity, and to maintain as they might, by ra* 
pine or fervice, the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf direfted his fteps towards Conftan* 
tinople, where he fullied, by the aflafSnation of a 
generous benefaftor, the fame which he had ac- 
quired in arms. His brother Odoacer led a wan- 
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricum, 
with a mind and a fortune fuited to the moft def- 
peratfe adventures ; and when he had fixed his 
choice, he piouiy vilited the cell of Severiflps, 
the popular faint of the country, to folicit his ap- 
probation and bleffing. The lownefs of the doox* 
would not admit the lofty ftature of Odoacer : he 
was obliged to ftoop ; but in that humble attitude • 
the faint could difcern the fymptoms of his future 
greatncfs ; and addrefSng him in a prophetic 
tone, " Purfue" (faid he) "your defign; pro- 
*' ceed to Italy; you will foon caft away this 
" coarfe garment of Ikins ; and your wealth will 
*' be adequate to the liberality of your mind 


IXI 9»^ 


»«> Jornandes, c. 53, 54* ?• 69*— ^695. M. dc Buat (Hift. des 
Jpcuples de TEurope, torn. viii. p. aai — aaS.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am almoft inclined to be* 
lieve that he was the fame who pillaged Angers, and commanded a 
fleet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. xS. ia^ 
torn. ii. p. 170* 

«" Vade ad Italiam, vade viliflimis nunc pelHbus coopertis s fed 
iBultis cito plurima largiturus. Anonym. Valef. p. 717. He quotci 
the life of St. Severinus, which is extant, and contains much un^* 
known and valuable hiftory ; it was compofed by his difciplc Eugip- 
pius (A, D. 511.), thirty years after his death. Sec Tillemont, 
Mem.Ecclef. torn, xvi. p. i6S-*i8u 
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The B^rbftrian, whofe daring fpirit accepted an^ 
|:atifi6d the prec}i£tion, was admitted into the fer- 
vice of the Weftern empire, and loon obtained an 
honourable ra^k in the . guards. His manners 
'^j^^ gradually polifhed, his military fldll was 
improved, and the confederate^ of Italy woulcl 
|iot have eleftcd hiin for their general, unlefs the 
exploits of Odoa^er had eftablifhed a high opinion 
of l^s courage and capacity *~. Their military 
acclamations faluted him with the title of king: 
but he abft^ined, during his whole reign, from 
the ufe of the purple and diadena "% left he fhould 
offend thofe princes, whpfe fubje^$, by their ac- 
cidental mixture, had formed the viftorious army 
which time and policy might infenfibly unite into 
a great ns^t^om. 

Royalty was familiar to the Barbiarians, and the 
fobmifliTq people of Italy v[3is prepared to obey, 
without a murmur, the authority which he Ihould 
coudefcend to exerdfe as the viceger^t of thf: 
cxppcrot q£ the Weft. But Odoacer had r^olyed 
to. abpliil^ that ufel^s aAd expenfive office; a,nd 
fuck h the we^ht of antique prejudice, that it r&> 
quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difcover 
the extreme fecifity of the enterpriie. The un- 
fortunate Auguftulj^s was made the inftrument of 

»2 Th(oj;^afi^iB» vlio calH hiai a Gpth, a.Hinn.% that lie vfS^ 
educated, nurfed (T^«0»Ta?)» in italy (p. 101); and as this ilropf 
e;^>refl^o will out ^ar a literal interpretation; it muft be expjaifled 
ty lofi^ fcj-vicc ia the IinpjsriaJ guar4s. 

. 'V i^oppen rcgi$L Odoacer afl^mpfift cum tame;) neqj^^e purpura 
ixec reg;alibu& u^eretur iniignibus. , (^a(rix)dpr. in Chron. A, D« 47$. 
He feems to have a0umed the ab$ra^ title of a^^kkgyr without ap* 
fljin$ it to any paFttcular nation er CQjilotry. 

his 
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his own difgrace ; he figmfied bis refigmtioii to ^ H A F« 
the fenate ^ and that a&mbiy, m their laft »& of 
obedience to a Roaimn priQfit9 ftiU: affedbed the 
fpirit of freedom, sod the iarms of the oooltitu^ 
tkm. An ^epiiUe was addrefiedy by their unaai* . 
mous decree, to the en^eror Zjsno, the iba-ia-^ 
law and fucccflbr of Leo ; \^ho hfid lately bcei . 
reftored, after a fiiorc rebellicm, to the Byzsintiiie. 
throne. They folemnly " difclaim the neceffity, 
or even the wiih, of continuing any IcH^er the 
Imperial fucceifion in Italy ; iince, m their opi^ 
nion, the majefty of a fole monarch is fuffici^nt , 
to pervade and protefl:, at the fame time, both 
" the Eaft and the Weft. . In their own name, a^d 
'* in the name of the. people, they confent that 
^* the feat of univer&l empire ihall be transferred 
jfrom Rome to Cpnftantinople ; and they bafidy 
renwnce the right of chufmg their mafter, the 
only veftige that yet remained of the authority 
which had given laws to the world. The re- 
" public (they repeiat that name without a blufh) 
might fafely confide in the civil and nidlitarjf 
virtues of Odo^ccr ; and they humbly requefl:^ 
" that the emperor would inveft him with the titkl 
" of Patrician, and the adminiftration of the ^w- 
" ce/e of Italy.*' The deputies of die ffenatc werd 
received at Coni|:antinopIe with fome marks of 
difpleafure and indignation; and when they wejtt 
admitted to the audience of Zeno^ he ftamly re- 
proached them wiA their treatment of the two* 
emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whom the Eaft 
had fucceflirely granted to th« prayers of Italy* 
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" The firft" (continued he) " you have mur- 
" dered ; the fecond you have expelled; but the 
" fecond is ftill alive, and whilft he lives he is ' 
'* your la^ul foverdgn." But the prudent ^Zeno 
foon deferted the hopelefs caufe of his abdicated 
colleague. His vanity was gratified by the title 
of fole emperor, and by the ftatucs erefted to his 
honour in the feveral quarters of Rome ; he eni- 
tertained a friendly, though ambiguous, corre- 
fpohdcnce with the patrician Odoacer; and he 
gratefully accepted the Imperial eniigns, the fa- 
cred ornaments of the throne and palace, which 
the Barbarian was not unwilling to remove from 
the fight of the people **♦. 

In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
Valentiniari, nine emperors had fucceffively dif- 
appeared ; and the fon of Oreftes, a youth re- 
commended only by his beauty, would be the 
Icaft entitled to the notice of pofterity, if hia^ 
reigri, which was markcd>by the extinftion of the 
Roman empire in the Weft,- did not leave a me- 
morable aera in the hiftory of mankind "*. The 
patrician Oreftes had married the daughter of 
Count Romulus, of Petovio, in Noricum r the 


^** Malchus, whofe lofs excites our regret, h?8 preferved (in Ear- 
ecrpt. Legat. p. 93.) this extraordinary embalTy from the fenate to 
Zrtio. The anonymous fiagroeiit (p. 7i7.)» ^^'^ the extra<fl fiom 
Candfdua (apud Phot. p. 176.), are Ilkewifc of fonie ufc. 
• '*5 The precife year in which the Wcftern empire "was extingui/h. 
^Af 18 not pofitiveiy afccrtained. The vulgar aera of A. D. 476, ap- 
pears to have the f nAion of authentic chronicles. But the two dates 
afligned by Jornandes (e. 46. p. 680.) 9 would delay that great event 
to the year 479 : and though M, de Buat has overlooked i&/j evidence, 
be produces (tomi viii. p. 261 — 288 ) many collat^fal circumflaoct's 
In fiipport of the lame opiuion. \ 

came 


J 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 2J9 


y 


name ,of Augujiusj notwithftanding the jealoufy of S^^vi ' 
power, was known at Aquileia as a familiar fur- 
vname ; and the appellations of the two great 
founders, of the city, and of - the monarchy, 
were thus ftrangely united in the laft of their fuc« 
ceffors ***. The fon of Or^es affumed and dif- 
graced the nanles of Romulus Auguftus ; hut the 
.firft was corrupted into Momyllus, by the , Greeks, 
and the fecond has been changed by the Latins 
into the contemptible, diminutive Auguftulu^. 
The life of this inoiSFenfive youth was fpared by 
the generous clemency of Odoacer ; who difnfiif- 
fed him, with his whole family, from the Impe- 
rial palace, fixed his annual allowance at fix 
thoufand pieces of gold^ and afligned the caftle 
of LucuUus, in Campania, for the place of his^ 
^xile or retirement **^ As foon as the Romans 
breathed from the^oils of the Punic war, they 
were attra&ed by /the . beauties and the pleafures 
of Campania ; 4 and jjjbe country-houfe of the 

^Id^r Scipio at, Litemjum, exhibited a lading 

• •• . ' . . . 

**^ See his medals in Ducangc (Farii. Byzantin. p. Si.), Prifcus 
(Excerpt. Legat. p. 156. Mafiei OfTervszioni Letterarie, torn, ii* 
p. 3 14.). We may allege a famoiis and Hmtlar cafe. The meaneft 
fubjeds of the Roman empire aflumeu the iduflrious name of Patri, 
ciust which, by the converlion of Ireland, has been communicated 
to a whole nation. 

'*^ Ingrediens aptcm Ravennam dcpofuit Anguftulum de regno, 
cujus infantiam mifertus conceflit ei fanguinem $ et quia pulcher 
erat, tamen donavit ei reditum fex millia folidos, et mi (it cum intra 
Campaniam cum parentibus fuis libcre vivere. Anonym. Valef, 
p. 716. Jornandes fays (c. 46. p'.'68o.)t in LucuUanp Campani* 
caftejlo exiiiipcsna damnavit. 
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xx^m ' *^^ ^ ^*^r rvi&ic fimplicky *^*. T[Tic deficiom 
ftores of the bay of Naples were cnnrded with 
vHlats; and Sylla applanded Ae mafteriy ilcitt pf 
liis Fivs^, who had feated kimfefiF on iht hBff 
promontory of Mifeniim, that com^xsmdsy on 
ettrf fide, the fea and laitd^ a$ far as die bouB- 
' diaries of the faori23oa'^*; The viHa of Maiius 
-was purchafed, ^Aiithin a fctr y^^sers, byLocuUiMf 
aftd the price had iacreafed &om two tboufitfid 
fiine hundred^ to mpre than feurfcore thouij^idy 
pounds fteriiag '^^ It was adorned by die ww 
proprietor with Grcciaa arts, and A&9^ trea- 
fores; and the hou&s and gardens tii LucitUut 
cbtaicied a diftinguifted ra^k in the M. of Im* 
penal palaces*". When tlie YandaU became 
• 

»«» Stc th« eloquent Declamation of Seacca (q)ift. Ixxsvi.). 
Th« philofophcr might have recolledcd that all luxury it relative j 
and that the cMcr Scipio, whofc manners were polKhed by ftnd/ 
liodconverfation, was liimfelf accufed of that vice by hsrruderGonT 
^ftipotaries (Livy, xxijb I9«)* 

'^» Sylla, ill the language of a foldier, praifed his pentia tafinu 
metorun (VHm. HHb. Natur. sivitt. 7.}. Ph^cdrus,' Who mak<» its 
Aady walks (Utawruiia) the fccnc of an inlipid fable (ii, 5,) )ias 
tiut dcfcri Wd the ituation : 

Csiar Tiberius quam petens Ncapolim, 

In Mifeneniem vlUam veniflet fuam ; 

tjvm moate fummo pofira LuoulH mapq. 

Profpt^t ^iculum et prjofpicit Tuiicuqn mare, 
uo From feven myriadis and a half to two hundred apd fifty my. 
Hads of dracbm«. Yet even in the po(&f1ion of Marias, Jt was 4 
iuxurioua retirement. The Romans derided his indolence : they 
fbon be^jpled his a^yjty. Sec Plut^gb^ in Mario, torn, if, 
p. 5»4.- 

'^ Luciilhta had othef villas of equal, though yariou»» n^agnifi- 
cenct, at Baias, Naples, Tufculumi &<^ He boasted that h^ 
changed his climate with the florks and cranes! Plytarph, in JLi^r 
cull.tom.iii*p.i93. 

* formidable 
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fortnidabfe to the fea-coa(l, Ac Lucullirt vfllst, 
en the promontory of MHenum, gradudly rf- 
fumed the itrength and ippellatJdri of a ftrong 
c^ftle, the obfcure retreat of the laft cmperof of 
Ae W^ft. About twenty years after that gredt 
involutions It tiras converted into a church and 
mofiafterj^j to receive the bones of St. Severinus. 
I rfhey feciirely repofed, amidft the brokeft tro- 
{)hies of Cittibric and Armenian viftories, till the 
bfeginniiig of the tenth century ; tvhen the fortifi- 
dtidns, which might afford- a dangerous fhelter 
to th^ Saracens, \l^ere demolifhed by the people 
of Naples*'*. 

Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned in 
Italy, over a people who had once aflerted their 
juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. The 
dilgrate of the Romans ftill *3icites our refpaS- 
ftil compaflion, and we fondly fympathife with the 
imaginary grfef and incfi^sCtion of their degenerate 
polferity. But the calamiries of Italy had gnt- 
duaBy fxibdu^ tixi proud confcioufnefs of free- 
dom and glory. In fhe age of Rottiah vinu^, 
the provinces were fobjeft to the arms, atid the 
citizens to thfe hcwrs, of the republic; till thofe 
fcws iirere fubverfed by civil difcord, and both 

«J» Sevcrinus dted in Nor i cum, A. 1>. 4S». Six years after- 
wards, His body, which fcattered mirxcles as it pa fled, was tranf- 
^fi&X by his dfltiplea into Italy The devotion of a ^eapolitaa 
4ady invited the faint to the LwcuUan vifla, iii the place of A*i. 
duftulus, who was probably no more. See Baronius (Aiioal Ec- 
cleT. A. t>: 496. N^ yo, 51.) and' Tiiremorlt (Me'm^ Ecclei. 
<drti. 3fyi. p. I7«— ««10» from'the original lifif by Eufip?U8 The 
iMifValite of the lalt migratidfi of Severinus to Naples^ is likewife an 
jiutlicnticpi^. 
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the 'City and' thre provinces bfscame the fervile 
property of a tyrant. The forms of the confti- 
tution, which alleviate^ or difguifed their abjed 
flavery, ^ere abplilhed by time and violence ; 
the Itgli^ns alternately lamented the prefence or 
the abfence of the fovereigns, whom they de- 
tefted or defpifcd ; and the fucceffion of five cenr 
tunes inflifted the various evils of military li- 
cence, capricious .defpotifm, ajid elaborate op- 
preffion, During the fame period, the Barbar 
rians had' emerged from obfcurity and contempt, 
;ind the warriors of Germany s^nd Scythia were 
introduced into the provinces, as t;he fervants, 
the allies, and at length the maft^rs, of th^ Ro- 
mans, whom they infulted or protedlede The 
hatred of th« people wiis fuppreffed by fe?ir ; they 
refpefled the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were invefted with th^ honours of the 
jempire; and the fate of Rome had long de^ 
pended on the fword of thofe formidable ftran- 
gers. The ftern Ricimer, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had qxercifed the poiyer, without 
alTuming the title, of a king; and the patient 
Romspi^ were infenfibly prepared to acknow- 
ledge the royalty pf Odpaccr and his Barbaric 
fucceffors.' 

The King. of Italy was riot unworthy of the high 
ftation to which his valouy and fortune had ex- 
alted him; his favage manners were polifhed by 
the habits of converfation ; and he refpcfted, 
though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the iftftilu- 
^ions, and even the prejudices, of hit fubjefts, 
5 * After 
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Aktt an interval of fcven years, Odoacer reftored chap. 
the confuMhip of the Weft. For himfelf, he mo. ^^^^'^ 
deftly, or proudly, declined an honour which was 
ftill accepted by the , emperors of the £aft ; but 
the curule chair was fuc<:effively filled by eleven 
of the moft illuftrious fenators *" ; and the lift 
is adorned by the refpe£table name of Bafilius, 
whofe yirtuies claimed the friendfhip and grateful 
applaufe of >Sidomus, his client *'♦. The laws of 
the emperors were ftridly enforced, and the 
civil adminiftration of Italy was ftill exercifed 
by the Praetorian praefeft, and his fubordinate ot 
ficers, Odoacer devolved on the Roman magi- 
ftrates the odious and oppreffive talk of coUeSing 
the public revenue; but he referved for himfelf 
the merit of feafonable and popular indulgence *". 
Like the reft of the Barbarians, he had been in-^ 
ftrufted in the Arian herefy ; but he revered the 
monaftic and epifcopal charafters ; and the filencc 
of the Catholics attefts the toleration which they 
enjoyed. The peace of the city required thfe 

^t^ The confular Fafti may be found in Pagi or Muratori. The 
confiils named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fenate, ap- 
pear to have been acknowledged in the Eaftern empire. 

>34 Sidonius Apollinaris (1. i. ^pift. 9. p. ^%. edit. Sirmond) hat 
compared the two leading fenators of his time (A. D. 46S.}, Gen» 
|iadiu8 Avienus and C«cii|a Bafilius. To the former he af. 
figns the fpecious, to the latter the folid, virtues of public and pri^ 
vate life. A. ^filius junior, poflibly his fon, was conful in the 
year 4S0. 

>35 Epiphanius interceded for the people of Pavia; and the king 
firft granted an indulgence of five years, and afterwards relieved 
them from the oppreffion of Pelagius, the Praetorian pra:fcft (En- 
podius, in Vit^ St. Epiphan, in Sii'mond, Oper. torn. i. p. 1679^ 

interpofitLOii 
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^■ ry^ AT RoiliaA pontiff: the ^cret tphidt f^f^ftdd 
tiaw iilsi'gy from aKcitarting thek* timite, waf UM^ 
indtelf dbfigheA for the boidit 6f the peddle, 
ivhofo (kVdtsiiit wbo!d haure boexr tssed m tepmr 
iftfe dHajftkiatioili of tb6 churdb '^\ tetly v^ 
proiftStd by the anti^ of its c«Mqf(a*oft ;* and^ itls 
frbiltiors trtre i^t^Hcdsid by ihs Bslrbs^iafis of Oixrl 
atxct Gefif^y, \rho had fo lortg iirfulted th€ 
iittbk race of Th€ock^ik& Odoaeef pidS»d the 
Hetdnatk, idi^ chaftife tht ^^ffitflm^ of the em^efor 
lifiepdSy and to a<i<]^e t!he maritiilEe pt&vimt of 
Dafanatiai He paflfed thi^ Alp^, to refcue die 
reiltSBtis of Roricaihr from Favav or FeleAen^, 
fcitig: of the Rugiai^ tr&o held his r^dettce 
beyond the Dasiabe* The kmg "wto* v2mi|\xiMd 
^ hmh^ dttd led awa^ prifene]^} a mnkierous 
cdcH^y &i oapttrt^ aiki fdbje^ vmr Irarifyiaitt^ 
kite'It2^ ; and Re^le, after a loKlg period of defeaEt 
and dtfgtaccy du^t claim the triumj^ of h«r Bita:- 

MiferaMc Notwithftanding the prudence and fuccefs of 
iil\f Odoater, hi^ kingdom exhibited the fad pror 

(pe£l of mi&ry and defblati<m» Since the age of 
Tiberiosy ^e decay of agricuhufe had been felt 

»J^ Sec Saronius, AnnaL ficclcf. A. t), ^it-^, N''> 10—15. SixKeh 
y.eJivs afterwitrd's, the irregular procecdmijs of Bafitiuswere ctnir 
demncd'by pope Symmactius in a Itoihan iVnod. 

>>7 I he wars of Odoacer are concrfely mentioned hy l^atil tl*c 
t)(kton (dc Geft*. Lartgbtfai'dl 1. i. <J. 1^. p. 757'. edit. Gi*ot.), a*d in 
rhetMirb Chioriicles of CatfncidbriUs aftd CufJ^iHiati: The lift of St, 

JrevtfiiTuff, by fiuglphis, vffiich tlid^Cttimt d^ Altft (m#. dfcrpen. 
•p>er^, ^. torn: vill. c. r. 4*. «. ^-) hjrffd%«ftly ftnUitdi iMiftfrtrtJe* 

the nun of Noricum and the Bavarian antiquities, ^w 

in 
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iaitaiy; »dkwa^ftj«ftfu^€aofasmp!»tAat CHAF, 
d^ Ufe of the Rouian people depended eta thr to- 
.€kieiU:& of the winS^ and waves '^. In the liilti- 
.fioa and declkie of the empire^ the tributary hac^ 
vefli of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn y the 
nuit^rs of the mhabttants contimiany dimiiij&ied 
mkh the means of fut^ftence ; smd the country was 
exhaufted by Ae irretrievable lofies of war^ fe- 
mine '% azul peftileneei Si. Ambrofe ha9 deplored 
|;he ruin of a populous di&xiStj which had been 
once ^dorned with the flottrifldng cities of Bologna, 
Modenay Regium, and Phcentia '% Pope Ge- 
lafius was a kibjed: of Odoacer, and he aifirms, 
. -with (Irong exaggeration, that in jifimiiia, Tuf- 
cany, and the adjacimt provinces, the human fpe- 
^ks was* ahnoft e^irpased '"^^ The plebeians of 
Rome, who wero fed by the hand of their lExafter, 
perifhed or difappeared, as foon as his KberaSty was 
AqprpreSed ; the decline of the arts reduced the in- 
^fbious mechanic to idlene&' and waoit ; and the 
i@aatoF$) who mi^ fufport with^ patience the 

'^ Tacit Annal. iii. 53. Tlie Recherchcs^ fur rAdminiftratioa 
fir»Ten«8^&ezli^Romaiits (i^. 351— 361 )x:lettriy fate the progrefi 
^f iaternal decay. 

^ A hmintf which ^ffli6led ftaly at the time of the irnipdon 
Ci OcToaccr, king df the Herull, is eloquently defcribed in profe and 
"^tSSr^y &ic€w:h poet (JU«8 Mom^ «g«ri H. p* 171^. ao6'. edrt. m 
sxmo.). I am ignorant from whence he derives his information ; 
but I am wett aifured that he tulsafic^iama 6iar iocoiiipati&Ie With 
%he trutlj of hiftory. 

'40 See the wtxixtli eptftie of! S«. AmitofiryUtt HquoM hf Mu- 
isatori, fopra le AntichUfb Jtaliaiye» torn. i^Btflfcrt.^lxL pi 3^4. 

'4' JEmili^, Tufcia, cetertfque proiriociife:.!fi qoibus ImmmuA 
|fpnpe nuilu^exTtftit Gelftfin^,. fipift* ad Aiid>X)tetchuii^ t^. Baro- 

fMiM&r AB»al< icdef. A. p. 496^ N'' 3i(. 
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c H A5. niin of their country, bewailed their private bfs 
of wealth and luxury. One third of thofe ample 
eftates, to which' the niin of Italy is oHginsflly im- 
puted '*% was extorted for the ' ilfe o£ the * con- 
querors. Injuries were aggravated' by ihfults ; 
the fenfe of aflual fuflferings was embittered by 
the fear of more dreadful evils ; and as new lands 
wcra allotted to new fwarms of Barbarians, each 
ienator was apprehenfive left the arbitrary fur- 
veyors fhould approach his favourite villa, or 
his moft profitable farm. The Icaft unfortunate 
were thofe who fubmitted without a murmur to 
the power which it was impoffible to refift. Since 
they defired to live, xhey owed fome gratitude to 
the tyrant who had fpared their lives ; and fince 
he was the abfolute mafter of their fortunes, the 
portion which he left muft be accepted as his pure 
and TOluntary gift'**. The diftrefs of Italy was 
• mitigated by the prudence and humanity of Odo- 
acer, who had bound himfelf, at the price of his 
elevation, to fatisfy the demands of a licientious and 
turbulent multitude. The kings of the Barbarians 
were frequently refifted, deppfed, or murdered, 
by their native fubjefts; and the various bands 
of Italian mercenaries, who affociated under th^ 
A^dard of an elective general, claimed a larg 


H^ Verumque confitenttbtts, latifundU perdidere Italtaro. Plin. 
Hiit. Natur. xviii. 7. 

>f^3 Such are the topics of coniblation,or rather of pattence, which 

Cicero (ad Familiarcs, lib. ix. epift. 17.) fuggeits to his frieni Pa« 

.piritis Partus, under the military delpotifm Of Csefar. The argu- 

•xnent, however, of " vivere pulcherrimum duxi," is more forcibly 

^ddreffed to a Roman philofopher, who pofiefi'^d the free alterna*^ 

jtW^ of life Qr death. 

privilege 
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privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy defti- chap. 
tute of national union, and hereditary right, haftened 
to its diflblution. After a reign of fourteen years, 
Odoacer was oppreffed by the fuperior geniu$ of 
Theoddric, king of the Oftrogoths, a hero alike ex- 
cellent in the arts of war and of government, who 
reftored an age of peace and profperity,- and whofe 
name (till excites . and deferves . the attention of 
mankind. 
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Origin of 
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CHAP, xixvn. 

Origin^ Progre/s^ and EffeBs if the Mona/iic Life."^ 
Cmverjion cf the Barbarians to Chri/lianity and 
Arianifm.'f^Perfecutian rf the Vandals in Africa^ 
'^Extinilion cf Ariamfm among the Barbarians* 

np H E indiffolubic connexion of civil and ec- 
cleiiaftical affairs, has compelled and en- 
couraged me, to relate the progrefs, the perfecu- 
tions, the eftablifliment, the divifions, the final 
triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chrif- 
tianity-, I have purpofely delayed the confideration 
of two religious events, interefting in the ftudy of 
human nature, and important in the decline and 
fall of the Roman empire. L The inftitution of 
the monaftic life * ; and, 11. The converfioiL of the 
northern Barbarians. 

L Profperity and peace introduced the diftinc- 
tion of the vulgar and the Afcetic CbriJHans\ 
The loofe and imperfeft praftice of religion fa- 

1 The origin of the monaftic inftitution has been laborioufly dif- 
cufled by Thomafin (Difcipline de TEglife, torn. i. p. 1419 — 1416.) 
and Hclyot (Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, t'-m. i. p. 1—66.). T^befc 
authors arc very learned and tolerably honeft, and their difference 
of opinion Ihewt the fubjeft in its full extent. Yet the cautions 
Proteftant, whadiftrufts iiir^popiih guides^ may confult the feveuth 
book of Bingham's Chriftian Antiquities* 

* See Bufeb. Deroonftrat. Evangel. (Li. p* *o, ai. edit. Grac. 
Kob. Stephani, Paris, 1545- )• In bis Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, pub< 
li (bed twelve years after the Demonth-ation, Eufebius (I. ii. c. ty.) 
yflerts the Chriftianity of tht Thcrapiulae ; but he appears ignorant^ 
tb^t a fimiiar inftitutioa wa» actually reviyedin Bgypt 

7 tislied 


07 THX ROMAN IMPI&I. lao 

tififiejl thi eohfcieoce of Ac muWtudfi- Thir xxxvu 
prince pr fliftgifti:ate, tjie fqldi^ or merchant, rer 
concil^4 their fcrvem; ?^, wd implicit fafeh* 
with the eacercife of their profi^pn, th^ putfttit 
of their intereit, and the induigeQce of th^ PfU'f 
fioQs: but the Afcetics, who pb^ed 2M^4 ^^9Ui^ 
the rigid precepts of tho gofpel, were ii>(pif^dl 
by the favage enthufiafh}, vbich reprefents m^ 
as ^ criminal, and God as a tyrant. They fe- 
rioufly renounced the bufiiiefs, and the pl^afur^s, 
of the age ; abjured the ufe of wine, of flefli, s^^d 
of m^fliage ; chafti&d thdir body, mortified their 
aSedions, and enibi^ced a Ufe of mifery, as the 
priiie of eternal happinefs. In the reign of Con*^ 
{ta,nune9 the Afcetics fled from a profane and de* 
gener^^te world, to perpetual folitude, or reli» 
gipijs. fpci^ty. Like the firft Chriftians of Jeru* 
falCTa% they refigned the ufe, or the property* 
of th<jir t^jnpoFal poffeffions; eftabUftied regul^ 
communities of the fanie fex, and a fimilar dif- 
pofition; and affumed the names of Hermits^ 
Monks^ and AnachoretSy cx;pr€flive of their lonely 
retreat in a natural or artificial defert* They 
foon acquired the refpeft of the world, which 
they defpifed; aiKi the loudeft applaufe wa$ be- 
llowed on this Divine Philosophy % which fiar- 

paffed 

I Cai$;jn (ColUt. xyjii. <.) clfjimfi tUs origin for the Inftit^tion 
of \.\^Qa{^qhiiu, which gradually a^cayqa till it was reftc^rcd by An- 

^»Xo<ro^i«. Thefe arc the cxpreffive words of Sozomen, who co- 
pioully and agreeably defcribes (1. i. c. la, 13, 14.) the origin and 

progrefs 
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XXXVII^ 


YYYvi?' paffed, without the aid of fcicnce or reafon, the 
laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. The 
monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in 
the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death : 
the Pythagorean filence and fubmiflion were re- 
vived in their fervile difcipline ; and they dif- 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all 
the forms and deccncfts of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Riilofophy afpired to imi- 
tate a purer and more perfeft model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert ^ ; and they reftored the devout and 
contemplative life, which had been inftituted by 
the Eflenians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aftdnifh- 
ment a folitary people, who dwelt among the 
palm-trees near the Dead Sea; who fubfifted 
without money, who were propagated without 
women ; and who derived from the difguft and 

progrefa of this monkifli philofophy (Sec Suicer. Thefau'r. EcclcC 
tow. ii. p. 1441.)- Some modern writcrt., Lipfiiis (torn. iv. P.44S. 
Manudud. ad Philofoph, Stoic, iii. 13}, andLaMothele Vayer 
{torn, ix.de la Vertu dcs Payens, p.%z% — :16a. )> ^^^^ compared 
the Carmelites to the Pythagoreans^ and the Cynics to the Ca- 
puchins. 

i The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regular fucccffion, 
from the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Be^iers, A. D. i6St. in 
Bayle's Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, Oeavre8» torn. 1. 
p. S2> &c. and the prolix irony of the Ordres Mouaftiques, aD 
anonymous work, torn. i. p. i.— 433. Berlin, i75i')« Rome,^ 
and the inquifition of Spain, filenced the profane criUcifm of the 
Jefuits of Flanders. (Helyot, Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, toni, 
I. p. %Z% — 300}, and the ftatue of Elijahs the Carmelite, has been 
ercded in the church of St. Peter (Voyages du P. Labat, tom. iii* 
p. 87.). 
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Egypt, 

A. D. 30J. 


repentance of- mankind, a perpetual fupply- of - c h a P. 
voluntary affociates **. v^^-v-^ 

- Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, af- ^^*}^^ 
forded the firft example of the monaftic life, monks of 
Antony^, an illiterate' youth of the lower parts 
of Thebais, diftributed his patrimony', deferted 
his family and native home, and executed his 
monaftic penance with original and intrepid lana- 
ticifiii. After a long and painful noviciate, 
amoiig the tombs, and in a ruined tower, he 
boldly advanced into the defert three days jour- 
ney to the eaftward of the Nilej difcovered a 


^ Pin. Hift. Natnr v. 15. Gens fob, ct in tpto orbe praeter 
ccteras mira, fine ulla fcmina, onmi vtnere abdicata, fine pecunia, 
fcxria palmarum. Ita per fcculorum millia (incredibile diftu) giens 
aeterna tfl in qua nemo nafcitur. Tarn foccunda illis aliorum vitae 
po&mt«f)ta eft. He places them jufl beyond the noxious influeoce 
of the lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the neaied towns. 
T he ^^aura, and monaftery of St» Sabas, could not be far diftant 
from this place. See Reland. Paleftin. torn. i. p. 295. torn. ti. 
p. 763. 874. 880. 890. 

7 See Athanaf. Op tom. ii p. 450 — 505. and the Vit. Patrum, 
p 16—74. with Rofweyde's Annotations. The former is the 
Greek original ; the latter a very ancient Latin verfion by Eva- 
jrrius, the Friend of St. Jerom. 

8 r^AfAf*aTa f*«7 f4a§2»ii y« »;wcr;^sTo. Athsnaf. tom. ii. in Vit. St* 
Anton, p 45 z. 5 and the afTertion of his total ignorance has been 
received by many of the ancients and modei ns. But Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclcf. torn. vii. p. 666.) (hews, by fome probable argu- 
ments, that Antony could read and write in the Coptic,, his native 
tongue ; and that he was only a ftranger to the Greek letters. The 
philofopher Synedus (p, 51.) acknowledges, that the natural ge- 
nius of Antony did not require the aid of learning. 

9 Arura autem erant ei trecentae ubCres, et valde optimae (Vit. 
Patr. 1. i. p. 36). If the Arura be a fquare meafure of art hundred 
Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onomafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. 1014, 

1015.), and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-twQ 
Engl (h inches (Graves, vol, i. p. a33.)> the arura will confift 

©f about three quarters of an Englifh acre. 

Vol. VI. R lonely 
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CHAP, lonely fpot, which poflefled the advantages of 
^^^^^'* fliade and water, aid fixed his iaft refidence on 
mount Colzim hear thel Red Sea ; where an an- 
cient monaftery ftill preferves the name and me* 
mory of the faint*". The curious devotion of 
the tlhriftians purfued him to the defert; and 
when he was obliged to appear at Alexandria, in 
the face of mankind, he fupported his feme with 
^Kfcretioh ' and dignity. He iehjoyed the friend* 
fliip of Athanafius, whofe doarihe he approved ; 
and the Egyptian peafant refpeftfully declined a 
rcfpedfal invitation from the emperor Conftan-* 
A. D. tine. 'The venerable patriarch (for Antony at- 
151—356. taJne^i t^.^ age of one hundred and five years) 

heheld the numerous progeny which had been 
formed by his example and his lelfons. The 
prolific colonies of monks multiplied with rapid- 
increafe on the fands 6f Libya, upon the rocks 
of Thehais, and in the cities of the Nile. ,Ta 
the fouth of Alexandria, the mountain, arid ad- 
jacent defert, of Nitria, were peopled by five 
thoufand anachorets ; and the traveller may 
ftill inveftigate the ruins of fifty monafteries, 
» which were planted in that barren foil by the 
difciples of Antony". In the Upper Thebais, 

>» The dcfcription of the monaftery is given by Jerom (tom. u 
p. 248, ^49. in Vit. Hilarion)^ .ind tht P. Sicard (Miflioiis du Le- 
vant, tom. V. p. Ill— too.). Their accounts cannot always be re- 
conciled : the father painted from his fancy, and the Jcfnit from 
•his experience. 
»« Jerom, torn. i. p. 14,6. ad Euftochiurn. Hiil. Laufiac. c. 7. 
in Vit. Patrum, p, 712. d'lhe P. Sicard (Miflions du Levant^ 
^:tom. ii. p. »9-^9.) viiited, and has defcribed, this dtfert, whick 
now contains four monai^Grics, and twenty or thirty monks. See 
D'Anvilk, DefcriptioB de TEgypte, p. 74. 

the 
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the vacant Ifland of Tabenne " was occupied by .£ JLyj^' 
Pachomius, and fourteen hundred of his bre- 
.thren. That holy abbot fucceflively founded nine 
naonafteries of men, and one of women ; and the 
feftival of Eafler fometimes coUefted fifty thou- 
land religious perfons, who followed his angelic 
rule of difcipline ^\ The ftately and populous 
city of Oxyrinchus, the feat of Chriftian ortho- 
doxy, had devoted the temples, the public edi- 
fices, and even the ramparts, to pious and cha- 
ritable ufes; and the bifliop who might preach 
in twelve churches, computed ten thoufand fe- 
males, and twenty thoufand males, of the mo- 
naftic profefEon'*. The Egyptians, who glo- 
ried in this marvellous revolution, were difpofed 
to hope, and to believe, that the number of the 
monks was equal to the remainder of the 
people '^ ; and pofterity might repeat the- faying^ 
which had formerly bfeen applied to the facred 

« 

» Tabenne is a fmall ifland in the Nile, in the diocefe of Ten- 
tyra oc Defidem, between the modern town of Girge and the ruins 
of ancient Thebes (D'Anville, p. 194.). M. de Tillemont doubts 
whether it was an ifle; but 1 may conclude, from his own fa<5lsi 
that the primitive name was afterwards transferred to the great mo- 
naftery of Bau or Pabau (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 678. 688.) 

*i See in the Codex Regularum (publiflied by Lucas Holftenius, 
Kome, 1661.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin verfion of the Rule 
pf Pachomius, tom.t. p. 6z. 

H Rufin. C.5. in Vit.Patrum, p. 459* He calls it, dvitas am- 
pla valdc et populofa, and reckons twelve chuisches. Strabo 
(1. xvii. p. 1 166. and Ammianus (xxii. 16.) have made honour- 
able mention of Oxyrinchus, whofe inhabitants adored a final! fiih 
in a magnificent temple. 

« Quanti populi habentur iti Urbibus, tantk patne habentur in 
defertis multitudines monachorum^ Rufin, c. 7. in iTit. Patii^un, 
, p, 461. He congratulates the fortunate change. 

R 9 iuiixnais 
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C HAP. animals of the fame country, That, in Egypt, ft 
v^^^.,^^^ was lefs difficult to find a god, than a man. 
Propaga- Athanafius introduced into Rome the knpw- 
monaftic kdge and praftice of the monaftic lifej and a 
Roirf fchool of this new philofophy' was opened by the 
A.D. 341. difciples of Antony, who accompanied their pri- 
mate to the holy threfhold of the Vatican. The . 
ftrange and favage appearance of thiefe Egyptians 
excited, at firft, horror and contempt, and, at length, 
applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenators, 
and more efpecially the matrons, transformed 
their palaces and villas into religious, houfes; 
and the narrow inftitution of Jtx Veftals, was 
eclipfed by the frequent monafteries, which were 
feated on the ruins of ancient, temples, ^and in the 
midft of the Roman Forum *^ Inflamed by the 
example of Antony, a Syrian youth, whofe name 
Hiiaiion, was Hilarion '% fixed his dreary abode on a fandy 
tine^ beach, between the fea and amorafs, about feven 
A. u. 328. miles firom Gaza, The auftcre penance, in which 
he perfifted forty-eight years, difFufed a iimilar 
enthufiafm ; and the holy man was followed by a 
train of two or three thoufand anachorets, whien- 
ever he vifited the innumerable monafteries of Pa- 
Bam in leftine. The fame of BaCl *' is immortal in the 

Pontu, . ^ - n- 

A.D. 360. • monaluc 

J"^ The iiitroduction of the monaftic life into Rome and Italy, |s 
occafiohaUy mentioned by Jerom (torn, i p. 119, lao. i990r 

»7 See the life of Hilarion, by St. Jer©m (tom.i. p. 241. as*.)- 
The ftories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malchu«, by the fame autbor, 
are admifally told} and the only defect of theie pleafing compo* 
fitiensis the want of truth and common fenfe. 

^ His original retreat was in a fmall village on the bataksof the 
Iris, not far from NeonCacfarea. The ten or twelve years of his 

inonaftic 
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monaftic hiftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that xxxvn 
had tafted the learning and eloquence of Athens ; v-^^-v-^,^ 
^ith an ambition, fcarcely to be fatisfied by the 
archbifhopric of Caefarea, Bafil retired to a fa- ' 
vage folitude in Pontus ; and deigned, for a while, ^ 

to give Jaws to the fpiritual colonies which he pro- 
fufely fcattered along the coaft of the Black Sea. 
In the Weft, ' Martin of Tours '% a foldier, an •Martin in 
hermit, a bifliop, and a faint, eftablifhed the A.D'370. 
monafteries of Gaul ; two thoufand of his^ dit 
ciples followed him to the grave ; and his elo- 
quent hiftorian challenges the deferts of Thebais, 
to produce, in a more favourable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the 
monks was not lefs rapid, or univ.erfal, than that 
of Chriftianity itfelf. Every province, and, at 
laft, every city, of the empire, was filled with 
their increafing multitudes 4^ and the bleak and 
barren ifles, from Lenns to Lipari, that arife out 
of die Tufcan fea, were chofen by the anachorets, 
for the place of their voluntary exile. An eafy 
and perpetual intercouxfe by fea and land con- 
neded die provinces of the Roman world ; and 
the life of Hilarion difplays the facility with 
which an indigent hermit of Paleftine might tra- 


monaftic life were d^fturbed by long and frequent avocations. 
Some critics have difputed the authenticity of his A'fcetic rule^ ; but 
the external evidence is weighty, and they can only proye that it is 
tjie work of a real or affeded enthufiaft. See Tiltemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. ix. p. 656 — 644.. Helyot, Hift. dcs Ordrcs Monaf- 
tiques» torn. i. p. 175—181. 

w See his Life, and the Three ©ialognes by Sulp'cius Sevenis, 
who afferts (Dialog, i. 16.), that the bookfellers ot Rome were de- 
Ughted with the qui^k and ready falc of his popular work. 

R 3 verfe 
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CHAP, verfe Egypt, embark for Sicily, efcape to Epirus, 
* ' and finally fettle in the ifland of Cyprus *^ The 
Latin Chriftians embraced the religious inftitu- 
tions of Rome. The pilgrims, who vilited Jerufa- 
lem, eagerly copied, in the mofl diftant climates of 
the earth, the faithful model of thq monaftic life. 
The difciples of Antony fpread themfelves ^be- 
yond the tropic, over the Chriftian empire of 
Ethiopia*'. The monaftery of Banchor*% in 
Flintfhire, which contained above two thoufand 
brethren, difperfed a numerous colony among 
the Barbarians of Ireland *^ ^ and loni^. one of 
the Hebrides, which was planted by ' Sie Irifh 
monks, diflFufed over the northern regions a 
doubtful ray of fcience and fuperftition **, 

Thef? 

*o When Hilarion failed from Parastonium to C^e Pachynus, he 
offered to pay his p^iifage with a book of the Oofpels. Pofthumian, 
a Gallic monk, who had vilited Egypt, found a merchant>fhip 
bound from Al^^xandria to A^arfcilles, and performed the voyage <a 
thirty days (Sulp. Seyer. Dialog, i. x). Athanafios, who addrefied 
}iis Life of SL Antony to the foreign monks, was obliged to haften 
^e compofition, that it ipight be ready for the failing of the fleets 
(torn. ii. p- 451.)- 

. « See Jerom (tqm. i. p. i|6.), Aflemanni, Bibliot. Or?€tit, 
torn. iv. p. 9t. p. 857-r9i9- and Geddes, Church Hiftory of iE|thio- 
pia, p- a9, 30, %i. The Abyffinian monks adhere ycry ftriftly i^ 
the primitive inltitution< 

A^ Cambden's Britannia, vol. i- p- 666, 667. 

*3 All. that learning can extraft from the rubbifli of the dark agc^ 
iscopioufly dated by ArchbifhopUflier, in bis Britannicarun^Ecdc- 
fiarum AntiquitateSjcap. xvi. -p. 415-^503. 

*4. This fnall though not barren fpet, loi^a, Hy, pr Columb- 
Icill, only two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has beei^ 
diltinguitbed, i. By the mona%ry of St« Columba, founded A, X>.. 
S66 ; whofc abbot exercifed an extraordinary juiifdi<5l?on Qvcr the 
bilhops of Caledonia., a. By a clajic library, which afforded fomc 
jjopes of an entire tijy ; fujd, j . By the tombs of fixty kings, 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- HI 

Thefe tmhappy wiles from fecial life, weiie im- £ Jtv.f • 
pclled by the dark and implacable geniiv. of fu- v..^->-^ 
pcrftirion. Their mutual refolution was fup* J^g "apid^ 
ported by the example of millions, of either fex, progreis. 
of every age, and of every rank ; and each pro- 
fclyte, who entered the gates of a monaftery, wa$ 
perfuaded, that he trod the fteep and thorny 
path. of eternal happmefs**. But the operation of 
thefe religious motives was varioufly determined 
by the temper and fituation of mankind. Reafon 
might fubdue, or paflion might fufpend, their in- 
fluence : but they afted moft ' forcibly on the in- 
firm minds of children and females; they were 
ftrengthened by fecret remorfe, or accidental mif- 
forUme ; and they might derive fome aid from the 
temporal confiderations of vanity or intereft. It 
was naturally fuppofed that the pious and hum- 
ble monks, who had renounced the world, to ac- 
complifh the work of their falvation, were the beft 
qualified for the fpiritual government of the 
Chriftians. The reluftant hermit was torn from 
his cell, and feated, amidil the acclamations of 
the people, on the cpifcopal throne : the mona- 

Scots, Irlih, and Norwegians ; who repofed in holy ground. See 
Uflier (p. 31 1. 360— 37o.)> and Buchanan (Rcr. Scot. l.ii. p. 15. 
edit. Ruddiman). 

»5 Chryfoftom (in the firft tome of the Benedidline edition) ha's 
confccratcd three books to the praife and defence of the monafttc 
life. He is encouraged, by the example of th€ ark. to prefume, that 
none but the ele^t (the monks) can poffibly be faved (Li. p. 55/ 
56. )• Elfewhcre indeed he becomes more merciful (1. iii. p. %iy 
«4«), and allows different degrees of glory, like the fun, moon, and 
fizx%» In this lively comparifon of a king and a monk (1. iii. - 
p» 1 16— X2X.)> ^c fuppofes (what is hardly fair) that the king will be 
ly^ore fparin^ly rewarded, and more rigoroufly puniihed. 

R 4 Ifcerics 
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xxlvjf * ^^^^^ ^f •Egypt, bf Gaul, and of the Eaft, fup- 
plied a Tegular fucceffion of faints and bifhops; 
and ambition foon difcovered the fecret road 
which led to the poff^on of wealth and hor 
nours'*. The popular monks, whofe reputation 
was connedted with the fame arid fuccefs of the 
order, affiduoufly laboured to multiply the num- 
ber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated 
themfelves into noble and opulent families; and 
the fpecious arts of flattery and feduftion were 
employed to. fecure thofe profelytes, who might 
bellow wealth or dignity on the mohaftic profef- 
fion. The indignant father bewailed the lofs, 
perhaps, of an pnly fon*^*; the creduldus maid 
was betrayed by vanity to -violate the laws of na- 
ture; and the matron afpired to imaginary per- 
feftion, by renouncing the virtues of domefUc 
life. Paula yielded to the perfuafive eloquence 
of Jcrom**; and the profane title of mother-in- 
law of God *', tempted, that iljullrious widow, to 

a* Thomafin (Dtfciplinc d^Eglife, torn. i. p. 1426 — 1469. )« and 
. Mabillon (Ouvrcs Pofthumes, torn. ii. j>. 115— 15 g ), The monks 
were gradually adopted as a part of the ccckfiaftival hierarchy. 

2-7 Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. xio.) liberally cenfiires the condu^ 
^ and writingsof Chryibftom, one of the molt eloquent and fucceiliful 
advocates for the monaftic life. 

i« Jerom's devout ladies form a very confiderable portion of his 
works ; t -e particnlar treatife, which he ft^les the Epitaph of Faula 
(tQm.i» p i69-'i9Z;), is an elaborate and extravHgwnt panegyric. 
Thft exordium is rldiculoufly turg'd : " If ail the members oj my 
'* body were chanj/cd into tongue., and if all my Ihnbs rcfoundcd 
** \yHh a human V(iice, yet fhould I be incapable/' &c. : 

'9 Socnn Dei^efle coepifti (Jerom, torn. i. p. I4P- Ad Euftochium). 
Kuliii(i6 (in Hitronym. Op. torn iv. p. a^>) who wa.> jnftly fcan- 
d.xlized, aika his adverf iry, From what P«ig.m poet he had ilolen an 
expreirion fo impious and abfurd i 

* ' confecrate 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 249 

confecrate the virginity of her daughter Eufto- SJ^t*/ 
fchium. By the advice, and yl the company, of 
her fpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and 
her infant fon ; retired to the holy village of Beth- 
lem; founded an hofpital and four monafteries; 
and acquired, by her .alms and penance, an 
eminent and confpicuous ftation in the Catholic 
church. Such rare and illullrious penitents were 
celebrated as the glory and example of their age ; 
but the monafteries were filkd by a crowd of ob- 
fcure and abjed plebeians ^'', who gained in the 
cloyfter much more than they had facrificed in 
the world. Peafants, flaves, and mechanics, 
might efcape from poverty and contempt, to a 
fafe and honorable profeffion ; whofe apparent 
hardfhips' were mitigated by cuftom, by popular 
applaufe, and by the fecret relaxation of dif- 
cipline^'. The fubjeds of Rome, whofe perfons 
and fortunes were made refponfible for unequal 
and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref- 

fion of the Imperial government; and the^pufil- 
lanimous youth preferred the penance of a iiio- 
naftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The 

' 39 Vunc autcm venmnt pUrumque ad banc profeffionem fervituti$ 
Dei, et ex conditionc fcrvili, vel etiam liberati, v^l propter hoc a 
Dominis Lberati five liberandi ; et ex vita rufticana, ct ex opifi- 
cum excrcitatione, et pkbeio labore* Anguftin. de Oper. Monach. 
c. x2. ap. Thomairm, Uifcipline de I'E^ifej torn. iii. p. 1094. The 
Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius, owned that he led a more com- 
fortable life as ^ monk, than as a fhf pherd. See Tillemont, Mem. 
£cclef. torn. xiv. p. 679' . . 

J» A Dominican friar, (Voyages du P. Labat, torn. i. p. io.)« 
who lodged at Cadiz in a convent of his brethren, fpon underftood, 
that their repofe was never interrupted by nodurnal devotion ; 
*• q^uoiquo'n nc laiflc pas de Conner pour Tcdification du peupte.'^ 
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affrighted provincials, of every rank, wh^ fled be^ 
fore the Barbarians, found fhelter and fubfiftence ; 
whole legions were buried in thefe religious fa^c- 
tuaries ; and the fame caufe, which relieved the 
diftrefs of individuals, impaired the (trength and 
fortitude of the empire '^ 

The monadic profef&on of the ancients ^* was 
an ad of voluntary devotion. The inconflant ia« 
natic was threatened with the eternal vengeanc^ of 
the God whom he deferted : but the doors of the 
monaftery were ftill open for repentance- Thofe 
monks, whofe confcience was fortified by reafoa 
or paffion, were at liberty to refume the cha* 
rader of men and citizens ; and even the fpoufes 
ef Chrifl might accept the legal embraces of an 
earthly lover ". Tlie examples of fcandal, and 
the ^progrefs of fuperftition, fuggelled the pro- 
priety of more forcible reftraints. After a fufi- 


3> See ^ very fenfible preface of Luca3 HoK^eniut to the Codex 
Regularum. The emperors attempted to fupport the obligation 
of public and private duties ; but the feeble dyket were fwept away 
hf the torrent of fuperftition ; and Juftintai) furpafied the moft iap- 
i;uine wifhes of the monk« (Thomafiin> torp. i. p. 1782— X799. and 
Bingham»l. vii.Cr 3. p. 253.). 

1^ The monaftic inftitutions^ particularly thofe of Egypt, about 
tne year 400, are defcribed by four curious and devout travellers ; 
Kuiinus (Vit. Patrum« 1. ii, iii. p. 414—536.), Pofthumian (Snip* 
Sever. Dialog, i.) Palladius Hift. Laufiac. in Vit. Patnun* 
p. 709— «S 6 3.}, and Caflian (fee in torn. vii. Btbliothec. Max. Pa* 
trum, his four firft books of Inftitutes, and the twenty-four CoUa* 
tions or Conferences.). . 

33 The example of Malchns (Jerom. torn. i. p. 356 )» and the 
deiign of Caifian and bis friend (Collation xxiv. i.) are incentcftable 
proofs of their freedom } which is elegantly defcribed by Erafinus 
in his Life of St. Jerom. See Chs^rdon^ Hift. des Sacremens^ tom.>^i, 
p. >75— 30«, 
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ficient trial, the fidelity of the novice was fecurcd £^„^ ^' 
by a folemn and perpetual vow ; and his irrevo- 
cable engagement was ratified by the laws of the 
church and ftate. A guihy fugitive was puffued, 
arrefted, and reftored to his perpetual prifon ; and 
the iriterpofition of the magiftrate oppreffed the 
freedopa and merit, which had alleviated, in fomc 
degree, the abjeft flavery of the monaftic dif- 
cipline '*. The actions of a monk, his words, 
and even his thoughts, were determined by an 
inflexible rule^% or a capricious fuperior: the 
flighteft offences were correfted by difgrace or 
confinement, e;xtraordinary falls or bloody flagel- 
lation ; and difobedience, murmur, or delay, 
were ranked in the catalogue of the moft heinous 
/ins ^^. A blind fubmiflion to the commands of 

u See the laws of Juftinian (Navel, cxxiii. N" 42.), and of Lewis 
the Pious (in the luftorians of France, ton^. vi. p. 4«70» ^^^ the 
ai^ual jurifprudence of France, in Deniffart (Decifions, &c. torn. 

iv. p. 855, &€.)• 

n The ancient Codex Regularmn, coIleAed by I&enedid Anlar 
iiifius, the reformer of the monks in the b^f inning of the ninth cen- 
tury, and publilhed in the feventeenth, by Lucas Holftcnius, con- 
tains thirty diflfercnt rules for men and women. Of tbefe, feven 
were compofedin Egypt, one in theEaft, one in Cappadocia, one 
in Italy, one in Africa, four in Spain, eight in Gaul, or France, and 

IMoe in England. 

36 The rule of Columbanus, fo prevalent in the Weft, jnfli<as 
one hundred laibes for very flight offences (Cod. Reg. part ii. 
p. 174.). Before the time of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged them- 
felves in mutilating their monk^, or putting out their eyes ; a pu« 
nifhment much lefs cruel than the tremendous 'vadein pace (tlj^ fufe- 
terrancous dungeon, or fepulchre), which was afterwards invented. 
Sec an admirable difcourfc of the learned Mabillon (Oeuvres Poft- 
humes, tom. ii. p, 3*1—336.) ; who, on this occafion, feeihs to be 
jpfpired by the genius of humanity. For fuch an effort, I can for- 
ciye bis defence cJf the holy tear of Vcndome (p. 361— 399)- 
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C H A Pi the abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal, 
they might feem, was the ruling principle, the 
firft virtue of the Egyptian monks ; and their pa- 
tiendt was frequently exercifed by the moft ex- 
travagant trials. They were direfted to remove 
an enormous rock; afliduoufly to water a barren 
ftaflF, that was planted in the ground, till, at the 
end of three years, it Ihould vegetate and bloffom 
like a tree ; to walk into a fiery furnace ; or to 
caft their infant into a deep pond : and feveral 
faints, or madmen, have been immortalized in. 
mon^ftic (lory, by their thoughtlefs, and fear- 
lefs, obedience "• The freedom of the mind, 
the fource of every generous and rational fen- 
timent,- was deflroyed by the habits of credu- 
lity and fubmiffion; and the monk, contrading 
the vices of a flave, devoutly followed the faith 
and paffions of his ecclefiaftical tyrant. The peace 
of the Eaftem church was invaded by a fwarm of 
fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or hu- 
manity ; and the Imperial troops acknowledged, 
without fliame,' that they were much lefs appre^ 
henfive of an encounter with the fierceft Barr 
barians '*. 

• 37 Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. i*, 13. p. $$''■» &c. Caffian. Inflitut. 
!. iv. c. 26, ay. " Praecipua ibi virtus et prima eft obedientia.'* 
Among the verba fcniorum (hi Vit. Patrum, 1. v. p. 617.), the 
fourteenth libel or difcourfe is on the fubjtdt of obedience ; and the 
Jefuit Ro(Weyde, who publifhed that huge volume for the ufe of 
contents, has collected all the fcattered paflages in his two copious 
in\iexe8. 

38 Dr. Jortih (Remarks.on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 161 ) 
has obrerved the fcandalous valour of the Cappadocian inonk8> 
which was exemplified in the banifhment of Chryfoftom. 

Super- 
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Superftition has often framed and confecrated SJSAl^- 
the fantaftic garments of thg monks '^ : but their ■ ^- ,f 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from Jreffand 
their uniform attachment to a limple and jwimi- habita- 
ti^e model, which the revolgfions of fafhion 
have made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. 
The father of the Benediftines exprefsly difclaims 
all idea of choice, or merit ; and foberly exhorts 
his difciples to adopt the coarfe and convenient 
drefs of the countries which they may inhabit *°. 
The monaftic habits of the ancients varied with 
the climate, and their mode of life ; and they af- 
fumed, with the fame indifference, the fheep- 
fkin of the Egyptian peafants, or the cloak of 
the Grecian philofophers. They allowed them- 
felves the ufe of linen in Egypt, where it was a 
cheap and domeftic manufadure; but in the 
Weft, they rejeded fuch an expenfive article of 
foreign luxury**. It was the praftice of the 
monks either to cut or fhave their hair; they 
wrapped their heads in a cowl, to efcape the 
fight of profane objefts ; their legs and feet were 
njjsjed, except in the extreme cold of winter ; 
and their flow and feeble fteps were fupported by 
a long ftaff. The afpcfl: of a gejiuine anachoret 
was horrid and difgufting: every fenfation that 

39 Caflian has fimply, though copioufly, dcf^rib'ed the monaftic 
habit of Egypt (Inftitut. 1. i.)» ^^ which Sozomen (l.iii, c. 14.) 
attributes fuch allegoricnl meaning and virtue. 

40 Regul. Bcnediift. N** 55. ia Cod. Regul. part iL p. 51. 

41 See the Rule of Ferrcolus, biihop of Ufez (N*' 31. in Cod- 
Regul. part ii. p. 136*),' and of Iiidore> biihop of Seville (N® 13. in 
Cod. Kegul. paitii. p. ax4.}* 

is 
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^J^rf' i» offcnfive to man, wa« thought acceptable to 
L00^^,^mj God ; and the angelic rule of Tabcaae con- 
demned the falutary cuftom of bathing tie linAs 
in water, and of anointing them with oil **- The 
auftere monks flg>t on the ground,, on a luu-d 
ioar, w a rough blanket ; and the fame biuidle 
of palm-leaves ferved them as a feat in the day, 
wd a pillow in the night. Their original cells 
were low narrow huts, built of the flighted ma* 
t^rials ; which formed, by the regular diftribu* 
tion of the ftreets, a large and populovrs vilkge, 
tnclofing within the common widl, a church, 
an hofpital, perhaps a library, foone nece&ry 
offices, a garden, and a fountain or refervoir c£ 
firefli water. Thirty or forty brethren compofed 
a family of feparate difcipline and diet ; and the 
great monafteries of Egypt confifted of thirty or 
forty families. 
Tbdrdiet. Pleafure and guilt are fynonymous terms in the 
language of the monks ; and they had difcovered, 
by experience, that rigid fafts, and abftemious 
xiiet, are the moft tffeaual prefervativcs againft 
the impure defires of the-fleih *'. The rules of-ab- 

♦» Some partial indulgences were granted for the hands apd.feet. 

, •« Totum AUtem corpus nemo unguet nifi caufi irifirmitatis; nee !a- 

" vabitur aqa& nudbcorpore, hiii languor perfpicuug fit.*' (Reeul. 
rachom. xcii. part i. p. 7S.) 

4J St. Jcrom, in ftrong, but indifcreet, language, exprefles the 
moft important ufe of falling and abiUnence : "Non quod Dens 
*' univerfitatis Creator ctDominus, inteftinorum noftrorum ragitu, 
•« et inanitate ventris, pulmonifque ardore delrdletur, fed quod 
« aliter pudicitia tuta effe non poffit." (Op. tom.i. p. 137, ad 
.Euftocihium.) See the twelfth and twenty.fecond Collations of 
Caffian, 4e CaftitaU, aod 4^ lihjifimbus NoSumis. 

ftinence. 
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ftinence, which they impofed, w praddfisd^ were ^^Tj- 
not uniform or perpetual : the cheerful feftival 
of the Pentecoft was balanced by the extraor«* 
dinary mortification of Lent ; the fervour of new . 
monafleries was infenfibly relaxed ; and the vora* 
cious appetite of the Gauls could not imitate the 
patient, and temperate, virtue of the Egyp- 
tians ^\ The difciples of Antony and Pacho* 
mius were fatisfied with their daily pittance '^V 
of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifcuif**, 
which they divided into two frugal repafts, of 
the .afternoon, and of the evening. It was 
efleemed a merit, and almoft a duty, to abftain 
from the boiled vegetables, which were provided 
for the refedory ; but the extraordinary bounty 
of the abbot fometimes indulged them with the 
luxury of cheefe, fruit, fallad, and the fmall 
dried fifh of the Nile ^'\ A more ample latitude 


/ 


^ Edacitas in Graecis guU eft^ in Gallis nature (Dialog, i. c. 4. 
p. 512. )• Caflian fairiy owns, that the pcrfc^ model of afoftinence 
catmot be imitated in Gaul, on account of the aerem teroperieB, 
and the qualitas noftrse fragilitatis (Inftitut. iv. ii.). Among the 
Weftem rules, that of Columbanus is the mod auftere ; he had been 
educated amidit the poverty of Ireland, as rigid perhaps, and in- 
flexibley as the abftemious yirtue of Egypt. The rule of Ifidore of 
SeTille is the mildeft ! on holidays he allows the ufe of fleih. 
■ '♦s «< Thofe who drink only water, and have no nutritious liquor, 
** ought, at leaft,to have a pound and a half (twenty-four ounc4s) of 
** bread everyday.*' State of Prifons, p. 40. by Mr. Howard* 

46 See Caffian, CoUat. l.ii. 19, ao, 21. The fmall loaves, or 
'btfcuit, of fix ounces each, had obtained the name of Paximaeia 
(Rofweyde, Onomafticon, p. 1045.). Pachomius, however, ^. 
lowed his monks fome latitude in the quantity of their food ; but he 
made them work'ip proportion as they eat (Pallad. in Hift. Lauliac. 
C. 38, 39- in Vit. Patrum, 1. viii. p. 736, 737.)* 

47 See the banquet to which Caiofian (Callation HA. i.) wat in* 
Yited by Sercnus^ an Egyptian abbot. 

of 
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c HA P. of fea and river fifli was gradually allowed or 
V -^- ^f affumed : but the ufe of flefli was long confined 
to the fick or travellers ; and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monaftcries of Europe, 
a fingulai' diftinftion was introduced ; a$ if birds, 
whether wild or domeftic, had been lefs profane 
than the grofler animals of the field. Water was 
the pure and innocent beveridge of the primitive 
4nonks j and the founder of the Benedidines re- 
grets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, 
which had been extorted from him by the intem- 
perance of the age ''*• ,Such an allowance might 
be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy; and 
his victorious difciples, who paffed the Alps, the 
Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of 
wine, an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer or 
cyder. 
Their ma- Thc^ candidate who afpired to the virtue of 
Vour/" evangeli'cal poverty, abjured, .at his firft entrance 
into a 'regular community, the idea, and even 
the name, of all Separate, or exclufive, pofTef- 
" fion*^ The brethren were fupported by their 
manual labour ; and the duty of laboiu' was 

48 Sec the Rule of St. Benedidt, No 39, 40. in (Cod. Reg. part ii. 
p. 41, 4%). Licet legamus vinum omnino monachorum non die, 
fed quia noftris tcmporibus lA monachis perfuaderi non poteft; he 
allows them a Roman Jbcmina^ a mcal'ure which may be afcertainect 
froin Arbuthnot '8 Tables. 

^ Such exprefiiaiis, as mj book, my cloak, my (hoes (CaiSan. 
ladttuL l.iv. c. 13 ), were not lefe fcvcrely prohibked among the 
Weftern monks (Cod. Regul. part ii. p. 174. 235. &88.) i and the 
Rule of Columbanus puniihed them with Hx lafhes. Tbe ironical 
author of the OrttreT Monajiiqua^ who laughs at the foolifh nicety 
of modern convents, feems ignorant that the ancients were equally 
abfurd. ' 

' ftrejiuoufly 
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ftrenupufly recommended as a penance, as an c h A ?• 
'cxercife, and as the moft laudable means of fe- 
curiug their daily fubfiftence^". The garden, 
and fields, which the induftry of the monks had 
eften refcued from the foreft of the morafs, were 
diligently cultivated by their hands. They per- 
formed, without rcluftance, the menial offices of 
flaves and domeftics ; and the feveral trades that 
were neceffary to provide their habits, their uten- 
. fils, and their lodging, were exercifed within the 
precinfts of the great monafteries. The monaftic 
ftudies have tended, for the moft part, to darken, 
rather than to difpel, the cloud of fuperftiticm. 
Yet the curiofity or zeal of fome learned folita- 
ries has cultivated the ecclefiaftical, and even the 
profane, fcienccs: and pofterity muft gratefully 
acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and 
Roman literature have been preferved and mul- 
tiplied by their indefatigable pens^'» But the 
more humble induftry of the monks, efpccially 
.in Egypt, was contented with the fiknt, fcd^« 

5° Two great mafters of ecclefiaftical fcicnce, the P. Thomaflin 
(Dlfcipline dc TEglife, torn. iii. p. 1090— X139.), and the P. Ma- 
^illon (Etudes Monaftiquesy torn. 1. p* 116-^15 5.)^ have ferioufly 
examined the manual labour of the monks, which the former con • 
fiders as a merit, and the latter as a duty. 

5» Mabillc^n (Etudes Monaftiques, torn. i. p« 47-**550 ^a* col- 
Je<$ed many curious fa^s to juftify^ the literary labours of hispre- 
deceffors, both in the £aft and Weft. Books were copied in the 
ancient monafteries of Egypt (CafRan. Inltitut. L iv. c. iz.)> and 
by the difclples of St. Martin (Sulp. Seven in Vit. Martin, c* 7. 
p. 473.)* Cafliodorius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudiea 
of the monks ; and we ihall not be fcandalized, if their pen fome* 
times wandered from Chryfoftom and ^guHin^ to Homer and 
Tirgil. ^ 

Vol. VL S tary. 
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$HA '• tary, occupation, of making wooden fandals, or 
C-^ of tvrifting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and baikcts. The fuperfluous flock, which was 
not confumed in domcftic ufe, fupplied, by trade, 
the wants of the community: The boats of Tabenne, 
and the other monafteries of Thebais, defcended 
the Nile as far as Alexandria ; and, in a Chriftian 
market j the fan£Hty of the workmen might enhance 
the intrinfic value of the work, 
Tficir But the neceffity of manual labour was infeA- 

flbly fuperfcded. The novice was tempted to 
beftow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceffions of legacy or inheritance ^*. Melania 
contributed her plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of filver ; and Paula contrafted an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
monks ; who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and penance to a rich and liberal fia- 
ner". Time continually increafed, and acci- 
dents, could feldom diminifh, the eftates of the 
popular monafteries, which fpread over the ad- 

5» Thomaffin (Difcipline de TEgHfe, torn. ili. p. 118.145, ^4^' 
171— 179.) has exafmined the revolution of the cml, canon, and 
common, law. Modern France confirms the death which isipnks 
have inflidled brt themfelves, and juftly deprives them of allnght 
of inheritance. 

53 See Jerom (torn. i. i). 176. 183). The monk Paml^o mfide 
a fublime anfvyer to Melania, who wiftied to fpcclfy the value of htr 
girt: " Do you offer it to me, or to Godf If to God, he who 
•* fufpends theinountains in a balance, need not be informejof tiic 
** weight of your plate." (Pallad. Hift. Laufiac. c. lo, in the 
Vit. Patruni, I. viii. p. 71 j.i 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^S9 

jaceht country and cities : and, in the firft ten: x»cvn* 
tury of their inftitution, the infidel Zofimus has 
malicioufly obferved, that, for the benefit of the 
poor, the Chriftian monks had reduced a great 
part of mankind to a ftate of beggary^*. As 
long as they maintained their original fervour^ 
they approved themfelves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent ftewards of the charity which 
was entrufled to their care. But their difdpline 
was corrupted by profperity : they gradually 
affumed the pride of wealth, and at laft indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worlhip, and the decent motive of ercding 
durable habitations for an immortal fociety. But 
every age of the church has accufed the licen- 
tioufnefs of the degenerate monks ; who no 
longer remembered the objefl: of their inftitution, 
embraced the vain and fenfual pleafures of the 
world, which they had renounced", and fcan- 
daloufly abided the riches which had been ac- 
quired by the auftere virtues of their foundf 

Y^ the wealth of the E^ftern monks was far fuTpafled by the 
princely greatnefs of the BencdiAines. 

55 The fixth general .council (the Quinifext in TfuHo, Canon 
xlvii. In Bcveridge, tom.i. p«2i3.) retrains women from pafling 
the night in a male, or men in a female^ monaftery. The fcvcnth 
general cpuncjl (the fecond Nicene, Canon xx. in Beveridge, torn, i* 
P* 3*5') prohibits the ereition of double or promifcuous monafterfea 
.of both Icxcs ; but it iippears from Balfamon, that the prohibition 
was not efiei! uaL On the irregular pleafures and expences of the 
clergy and monk's^ fee Thomaffin, torn. iii. p. Z334— 'J36S. 

S 2 €rs« 
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xxxvu' ers ^^. Their natural defccnt, from fuch painful and 
^ -^-, f dangerous virtue, to the common vices of huma- 
nity, will not, perhaps, excite much grief or indig- 
nation in the mind of a philofopher. 
Their foil- The lives of the primitive monks were con- 
fumed in penance and folitude; undifturbed by 
the various occupations which fill the time, and 
exercife the faculties, of reafonable, adtive, and 
focial beings. Whenever they » were permitted 
to ftep beyond the precinfts of the monaflery, 
two jealous companions were the mutual guards 
and fpies of each other's aftions ; and, after their 
return, they were condemned to forget, or, at 
leaft, to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or 
heard in the world. Strangers, who profefTed 
the orthodox faith, were hofpitably entertiiined 
in a feparate apartment; but their dangerous 
com^rfation was reftrifted to fome chofen elders 
of approved difcretion and fidelity. Except in 
their prefence, the monaftic flave might not 
receive the vifits of his friends or kindred ; and 
it was deemed highly meritorious, if he afilided 
at tender fifter, or an aged parent, by the obfti- 
nate refufal of a word or look *^. The monks 
themfelve$ pafied their lives, without perfonal 

56 I have fomewhere heard or read the frank confeflion of a Be- 
netli^nc abbot : « My vow of poverty has given me an hundred 
**' thoufand crowns a year ; my vow Ox^ obedience has raifed me to 
« the rank of a fovereign prince."— I forget the confequeoces of 

^is vow of chaftity. 

57 pior, an Egyptian monk, allowed his fifter to fee him; But he 
fhrst his eyes during the' whole vifit See Vit. Patrum> L iii. 
p. 504. Many fucli examples might be added. 

attach- 
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arttachmenfe, among a crowd, which had been x^^n 
formed by accident, and was detained, in the »_ -^- ^ 
fame prifon, by force or prejudice. Reclufe fa- 
natics have few ideas or fentiments to commu- 
nicate; a fpecial licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar vilits; 
and, at their filent meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowls, inacceflible, and almoft invifible, 
to each other *'. Study is the refource of foli- 
tude : but education had not prepared and qua- 
lified for any liberal ftudies thd mechanics and 
peafants, who filled the monaftic communities. 
They niigjit work : but the vanity of fpiritual per- 
feftion was tempted to-difdain the exercife of ma- 
nual labour; and the induftry mud be faint and 
languid, which is not excited by the fenfe of per- 
fonal intereft. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might Their dc- 
employ the day, which they paffed in their cells, motion and 
either in vocal or mental prayer : they affembled 
in the evening, and they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worfhip of the monaftery. , 
The precife moment was determined by the flars, 
which are feldom clouded in the ferenc fky of 
Egypt} and a ruftic horn or trumpet, the fignal 
of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence of 
the defert '^. Even fleep, the laft refuge of the 

58 The 7th, Sth, a9th, scth, 31ft, 34th, 57th, 60th, «6th, and 
j5th articles of the Rule of Pachomius, impofe moft intolerable 
iaws of filence and mortification. 

59 The diurnal and nodturnal prayers of the monks are copioufly 
difcufled by CalFian in the third and fourth books of his Inftitu- 
tions i and he conftantly prefers the liturgy, which an angel had 
didated to the monafleries of Tabenne« 
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unhappy, was rigoroufly meafured; the 'vacant 
hours of the monk heavily rolled along, with- 
out bufinefs or pleafure ; and before the clofe of 
each day, he had repeatedly accufed the tedious 
progrefs of the Sun^. In this comfortlcfs ftate, 
fuperftition ftill purfued and tormented her wretch- 
ed votaries *'. The repofe which they had fought 
in the cloifter was difturbed by tardy repentance, 
profane doubts, and guilty defires; and, while 
they cpnfidered each natural impulfe as an un- 
pardonable fin, they perpetually trembled on the 
edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. From 
the painful ftruggles of djfeafe and de^^r, thef^ 
unhappy vi^ims were fometinies relieved by mad- 
nefs or death ; and, in the fixth century^ ^n hof- 
pital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmall portion 
pf the auftere penitents, who were' deprived of 
their fenfts**. Their vifions, before they at- 
tained this extreme and acknowledged term of 
frenzy, have afforded ample materials of fuperna- 
tural hiftory. It was their firm perfuafion, that 

•® Caflian, from his own experience, defcribes the ace^Sa, or 
)tftlefl[hic{8 of mind and body to which a monk was exppfed, when 
he fighed to find himfelf alone. Saepiufque egrcditur et ingreditiir 
ccllam, et Solem velut ad occafhm tardiu« properantem crcbrius 
intuetiir (Inftitut.'x. 1.). 

t 6* The temptations and fiifferings of Stagirius were commui\i- 
cated by that unfortunafte yonth to his friend St. ChryfoHom. See 
Middleton's Works, voj. i. p. 107—110. Jometbing limilar intro- 
iluces the life of every faint 5 and the famous Ini^o, or Ignatius, 
the founder of the Jefuits (Vie d'Inigo de Guipofcoa, topJ. i. p. a^ 
•jtjsS.) may ferve ^s a meinorable example, 

6* Fleury, Hift. Ecclefiaftique, torn. vii. p. 46. I have read fomc- 
^here, in the Vitx Patrum, but I cannot recover the place, that yZr- 
vera!, I believe manj, of the monks, who did not reveal their tempt- 
fitions to thp ^bbot, became guilty of fulcidc, 
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the air which they breathed, was peopled with ^^x^^^ 
inviiible enemies ; with innumerable daemons, who \^^^^^ 
watched every occafion, and affumed every form, 
to terrify, and above all to tempt, their un- 
guarded virtue. The imagination, and even the 
fenfes, were deceived by the illufions of diftem-. 
pered fanaticifm; and the hermit, whofe mid- 
night prayer was opprefled by involuntary flumber, 
might eafily confound the phantoms of horror or 
delight, which had occupied hi& fleeping, and his 
waking dreams ^^ 

The monks were divided into two claffes: the ThcCcc^ 
Canobites^ who lived under a common, and re-, "^^j ^jj^^, 
gular, difcipline; and the Anachorets^ who in- 
dulged their unfocial, independent, fanaticifm'^*. 
The moft devout, or the moft ambitious, of the 
fpiritual brethren, renounced the convent, as they 
had renounced the world. The fervent mona- 
fteries of Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were fur- 
rounded by a Laura '', a diflant circle of folitary 

• 63 See the feventhand eighth Collations of Caflian, who gravely 
examines, why the dsemons were grown lefs aftive and numerou« 
(uice the time of St. Antony. Rofweyde's copious index to the 
Vitae Patrum will point out a variety ofinfenial fcenes. The deviU 
iif ere moft formidable in a female ihapc. 

64 For the diftinftion of the Canobites and the Hermits^ efpecially 
jn Egypt, fee Jerom (tomi. p. 45adRufticum). the firft Dialogue 
of Sulpicius Sevenis, Rufinus (c. 2a, in Vit. Patrum, 1. n*. p 478.), 
Paladius (c. 7. 69. in Vit. Patrum, 1. viii. p. 714. 758 ), and above 
all, the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Caliian. The^e 
^vriters, who compare the common, and folitary life, reveal the 
at>ufe and danger of the latter . 

65 Suicer. Thefaur. Eccleliaft. tom.ii. p. 205. ti8. Thomaffin 
(Difcipline dc TEglife, rom i. p. 1501, i coi.) gives a good account 
of thefe cells. When Gerafimus founded his monaftery, in the wiU 
dkrnefsjof Jordan, it was accompainied by a Laura of feventy cells. 
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XXXV ^' ^^^'^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ extravagant penance of the Hermits 
was ftimulated by applaufe and emulation ^. They 
funk under the painful weight of croffes and' 
chaias; and their emaciated limbs were confined 
by collars, bracelets, gauntlets, and greaves^ of 
maffy, and rigid iron. All fuperfluous incum* 
brance of drefs they contcmptuoufly caft away ; 
and fome favage faints of both fexes have been ad* 
mired, whofe naked bodies were only covered by 
their long hair. They afpired to reduce themfelves 
to the rude and miferable ftate in which the hu- 
man brute is fcarcely diftinguifhed above his kin-* 
dred animals : and a numerous feci of Anachorets 
derived their name from their humble praftice of 
grazing in the fields of Mefopotamia with the 
conimon • herd *^^ They often ufurped the den of 
fome wild bcafl whom they afFefted to refemble } 
they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern 
which art or nature had fcooped out of the rock; 
and the marble quarries of Thebais are ftill in- 
fcribed with the monuments of their penance^'. 
The moft perfeft hermits are fuppofed to have 
paffed many days without food, many nights . 
without fleep, and many year§ without fpeaking; 

^^ Theodoretj in a large volume (the Philotheus in Vit Patrum, 
1. ix. p 793— "•8630 has coljc'^cd the lives and miiracles of thirty 
• Amchorets. Evagrius (1. i. c. 12.) pore briefly celebrates the monk^ 
and hermits of l*ale(line. 

^f Sjzomcn, 1. vi c. 33. Th« great St. Ephrem compofed a pa- 
negyric on thcfe /Soyitoj, or grazing monks (I iUemont, Mem.Eccleil 
toiT). viii. p. 29a.). , • 

^^ I he P. Sicard (MiHlons du Levant, torn. ii. p. ai;— a330# 
examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais with wonder and de* 
yotjon. The infcripticjis are in the- old Syriac character, whicll 
Was ufcd by the Chriftiaps gf Haby.'lipia. 
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and glorious was the man (I abufe that name) who S^J^J/ 
contrived any cell, or feat, of a peculiar con- ij -^- ^ 
ftru£iion, which might expofe him, in the moft 
inconvenient pofture, to the inclemency of the 
feafons. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftic life, the Simeon 
name and genius of Simeon Stylites '* have been ^'^.^S* 
immortalized by the lingular invention of an aerial 395— 4s«^ 
penance. At the age of thirteen, the young 
Syrian deferted the profeffion of a Ihepherd, and 
jthrew himfelf into an auftere monaftery. After a 
long and painful noviciate, in which Simeon was 
repeatedly faved from pious fuicide, he eftablifhed 
his refidence on a mountain about thirty or forty 
miles to the Eaft of,Antioch. Within the fpace 
of a mandara^ or circle of ftones, to which he had 
attached himfelf by a ponderous chain, he af- 
cended a column, which was fucceffively raifed 
from the height of nine, to that of fixty, feet, 
from the ground '^ In this laft, and lofty, fta- 
tion, the Syrian Anachoret refifted the heat of 
thirty fummers, and the cold of as many winters. 
Habit and exercife inftrufted him to maintain his 
dangerous fituation without fear or giddinefs, and 
fucceffively to aflume the different poftures of de- 
yotion. He fometimes prayed in an ered atti* 

^» See Theodoret (in Vit. Patrum, I. ix. p. 848—854.), Antony 
(in Vit. Patrum, 1 i. p. 170— 177.)> Cofmas (in AflTeman. Bibliot. 
Oriental, torn. i. p. 239 — 153.)> Evagrius (1. i. c. 13, 14.)) an4 
TiHeniont (Mem. Ecclef torn. xv. p. 347— 392.)- 

7^ The narrow circumference of two cubits, or three feet, which '' 
pvagrius affigni for the fummit of the column, is incoo(iftent with 
reafi)n, with fa(ft5, and with the rules of architect urc. The people 
who (aw it from below might be eaiily deceived. 
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x^cvn' tudc, with his out-ftrctched arms, in the figure 
v -^- J of a crofs ; but his moft familiar praQice was that 
of bending his meagre fkeleton from the forehead 
to the feet ; and a curious fpe£^ator, after num- 
bering twelve hundred and forty-four repetitions, 
at length deiifled from the endlds account. The 
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh ^' might (horten, 
but it could not difturb, this celejiial life ; and the 
patient Hermit expired, without defcending from 
his column. A prince who fliould capricioufly 
inflia fuch tortures, woiJd be deemed a tyrant; 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to im- 
pofe a long and miferable exiftence on the re- 
luftant viftims of his cruelty. • This voluntary 
martyrdom muft have gradually deftroyed the fen- 
fibility both of the mind and body ; nor can it be 
prefumed that the fanatics, who torment them- 
felves, are fufceptible of any lively affedion for 
the reft of mankind. A cruel unfeeling temper 
has diftinguifhed the monks of every age and 
country : their ftem indiflference, which is feldom 
mollified by perfonal friendihip, is inflamed by 
religious hatred; and their mercilefs zeal has 
ftrenuoufly adminiftered the holy oflSce of the In- 
quifition, 
Mirackt The monaftic faints, who excite only the con- 
ihipofThc tempt and pity of a philofopher, were refpefked, 
monks. ^xiA almoft adored, by the prince and people. 

7* I muft not conceal a piece of ancient icandal concerning the 

^ pngin of this ulcer. It has been reported, that the Devil, affuming 

an angelic form, invited him to afcend, like Elijah, into a 5ery 

chariot. The faint too haftily raffed his foot, and Satan feizcd the 

iiaoment of inHidtin^ this c]iaftiferocnt on his vapity. ^ 

Succefi- 
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SuccefSve crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India chap. 
faluted the divine pillar of Simeon : the tribes of ^^^^^^" 
Saracens difputed in arms the honour of his bene- 
didion; the queens of Arabia and Perfia grate- 
fully confeffed his fupematural virtue j and the 
angelic Hermit was confulted by the younger 
Theodofius, in the moft important concerns of the 
church and ftate. His remains were tranfporced 
from the mountain of Telcnifla, by a folemn pro- 
(reflion of the patriarch, the mafler general of the 
Eaft, fix bifhops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, 
^nd fix thoufand foldiers; and Antioch revered 
his bones, as her glprious ornament and impreg- 
nable defence. The. fame of the apoftles and 
martyrs was gradually eclipfed by thefe recent 
and . popular Anachorets ; the Chriftian world fell 
proftrate before their fhrines; and the miracles 
Scribed to their relics exceeded, at lead in num- 
ber and duration, the. fpiritual exploits of their 
lives. But the golden legend of their lives ^* was 
embelliihed by the artful credulity of their in- 
terefted brethren ; and a believing, age was eafily 
petfuaded, that the -flighteft caprice of an Egyp- 
tian or a Syrian monk, had been fufficient to in- 
terrupt the eternal laws of the univerfe. The fa- 
vourites of Heaven were accuftomed to cure in- 
veterate difeafes with a touch, a word^ or a difr 

7» I know not how to feledt or fpecify the miracles contained in 
the Fita Patrum of Rofweyde, as the number very much exceeds the 
thoufand pages of that voluminous work. An elegant fpccimen may 
})e found in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severus, and his life of St, 
Martin. He reveres the monks of Egypt; yet he infuUs them with 
the remark, that thejf never taifed the dead j whereas the biihop of 
Jpurs hapl tailored ttref dead men to life. 

tant 
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yx\vu ^^^ nieffage f and' to expel the moft obftiaatc 
V -^- J daemons from the fouls, or bodies, which they 
poffeffed. They familiarly accofted, or impe- 
rioufly commanded, the lions and ferpents of the 
defert ; infufed vegetation into a faplefs trunk ; 
fufpended iron on the furface of the water ; paffed 
the Nile on the back of a crocodile, and refrefhed 
themfelves in a fiery furnace, Thefe extravagant 
tales, which difplay the fiftion, without the ge« 
nius, of poetry, have ferioufly afFefted the reafon, 
f wnrrfti- the faith, and the morals, of the Chriftians. Their 
age. credulity debafed and vitiated the faculties of the 

mind ; they corrupted the evidence of hiftory ; 
and fuperftition gradually extinguifhed the hoftile 
light of philofophy and fcience. ' Every mode of 
religious worfhip which had been pra£Ufed by the 
faints, every myfterious doftrine which they be- 
lieved, was fortified by the fanflion of divine re- 
velation, and all the manly virtues were opprefled 
by the fervile and pufillanimous reign of the 
monks. If it be poflible to meafure the interval 
between the philofophic writings of Cicero and 
the facred legend of Theodoret, between the cha- 
rafter of Cato and that of Simeon, we may ap- 
preciate the memorable revolution which Was ac- 
compliihed in the Roman empire within a period 
of five hundred years. 
n. Cos- ji^ 'pj^g proffrefs of Chriftianity has been 

VERSION . . . • 

©r THE marked by two glorious and decifive viflones : 
ui^^t/ over the learned and luxurious citizens of the Ro- 
man empire ; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany, who fubverted the empire, 
and embraced the religion, of the Romans. Th'c 

Goths 
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Gotte were ttrc foremoft of thefe favage profe- 
lytes ; and the nation was indebted for its conver* 
lion to a countryman, or, at leaft, to a fubjedt, 
worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe- 
ful arts, who have dcferved the remembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity. A great number of Ro# 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Alia in the 
rime of Gallienus : and of thefe captives, many 
were Chriftians, and feveral belonged to the ec- 
ckfiaftical order. Thofe involuntary miffionaries, 
difperfed as ilaves in the villages of Dacia, /fuc- 
xreffively laboured for the falvation of their maf- 
ters. The feeds, which they planted, of thd evan- 
gelic do6bine, were gradually propagated; and 
before the end of a century, the pious work,wa5 
atchievcd by the labours of Ulphilas, whofe ^- 
ceftors had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
•from a fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the bifliop and apolllc of the Goths ^'^ 
acquired their love and reverence by his blamelcfe 
life and indefatigable zeal; and th§y received^ 
with implicit confidence, the doftrines of truth 
;and virtue, which he preached and pra£tifpd. He 
executed the arduous taik of tranfkting the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, a dialed of the 
German, or Teutonic, language : but he pru- 
dently fupprefTed the four books of Kings, as they 
might tend to irritate the fierce and fanguinary 

73 On the fubjc<a of Ulphilas, and the converlion of the Goths, 
fee Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 37. Socrates, 1. iv. c. 33. TUeodorct, I. iv. 
-t. 37. Philoftorg. 1. ii. c. 5. The hcrcfy of Philoftorgius appears 
£0 have given him fuperior means of information, 
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xxxvii ^P^"^ ^^ *^ Barbarians. The rude, imperfear, 
idiom of foldiers and fliepherds, fo ill-qualified 
to communicate any fpiritual ideas, was improved 
and modulated by his genius; and Ulphilas, be- 
fore he could frame his verfion, was obliged to 
compofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters ; 
four of which he invented, to exprefs the peculiar 
founds that were untoiown to the Greek, and La- 
tin, pronunciation '*. But the profperoias ftate of 
the Gothic church was foon afflifted by war and 
inteftine dilcord- and the chieftains w^ere divided 
by religion as well as by intereft. Fritigem, the 
friend of the Romans, became the profelyte c£ 
Ulphilas; while the haughty foul of Athanaric 
difdained the yoke of the empire, and of the Go- 
fpel. The faith of the new converts was tried by 
the perfecution which he excited. A waggon, 
bearing aloft the Ihapelefs image, of Thor, per- 
haps, or of Woden, was condufted in folemn pro- 
ceffion through the ftreets of the camp; and the 
rebels, "who refufed to worfhip the God of their 
fiathers, v/crt immediately burnt, with their tents 
and families. The charader of Ulphilas recom- 
mended him to the efteem of the Eaftem court, 
where he twice appeared as the minifter of peace ; 

74 A mutilated copy of the four gofpels, in the Gothic verfion, 
was publiflied A. D. 1665, and is efteemed the moft ancient monu- 
ment of the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by foaie 
friYolous cooje^ures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the 
work. Two of the four additional letters exprefs the /T, and our 
own ^ Sec Simon. Hift. Critique du Nouveau Tcftamcnt, torn. 5i. 
p. a 1.9— 223. Mill. Prolegom. p. 151. edit. Kufter. Wetftcio* 
rrolegom. torn. i. p. 114. 
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he pleaded the caufe of the diitrefled Goths, who 
implored the prote£Uon of Valens; and the name 
of Mofes was applied to this fpiritual guide, who 
conduced his people, through the deep waters of 
the Danube, to the Land of Promife ". The de- 
vout Ihepherds, who were attached to his perfon, 
and traftablc to his voice, acquiefced in their fet- 
tlement, at the foot of the Maefian mountains, in 
9 country of woodlands and paftures, which fup- 
ported their flocks and herds, and enabled them 
to purchafe the com and wme of the more plenti- 
ful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians mul- 
tiplied in obfcure peace, and the profeffion of 
Chriftianity^ 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- 
goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the Ro- 
mans, with whom diey maintained a perpetual 
intercourfe, of war, of friendfliip, or of conqueft. 
In their long and vidorious march from the Da- 
nube to the Atlantic ocean, they 'converted their 
allies ; they educated the rifmg generation ; and 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
or the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or dif- 
grace, the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople '^ 

7? Philoftorgius crroneoiifly places this paflage under the reign of 
Conftantine; but I am much inclined to believe that it preceded fhe 
f reat emigration. 

7* We arc obliged to Jornandes (de Reb. Get. c. 51. p. 688.) for 
a ihort and lively pi(5turc of thefe lefler Goths. Gothi minores^ 
popuUu immenflis, cum fuo Pontifice ipfoque primate Wulfila, 
The laft words, if they arc not mere tautology, imply fome tem- 
poral jurifdi(ft:on. 

77 At non ita Gothi non ita Vandali; mal?s licet dodloribus infti- 
tuti, roeliores tamen etiara in hac parte quam noftri. Salvian de 
Gubcrn. Dei| 1. vii. p. 243. 
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c H ^ P. Durinff the fame period, Chriftianity was eiit- 

XXXVII • 

K -^ ^ braced by almoft all the Barbariang, who e(la- 
blifhed their kingdoms on the ruins of the Wefta-n 
empire ; the Burgundians in Gaul, the Suevi in 
Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Oftrogoths in 
Pannonia, and the various bands of Mercenaries, 
that raifed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. The 
Franks and the Saxons ftill perfevered in the er- 
rors of Pagariifm ; but the Franks obtained the mo- 
narchy of Gaul by their fubmiffion to the example 
of Clovis ; and the Saxon conquerors of Britain 
were reclaimed from their favage fuperftitioai by 
the miffionaries of Rome. Thefe Barbarian pro- 
felytes difplayed an ardent and fuccefsful zeal in 
the propagation of the feith. The Merovingian 
kings, and their fucceflbrs, Charlemagne and the 
Othos, extended, by their laws and vid^ries, the 
dominion of the crofs. England produced the 
apoftle of Germany; and the evangelic light was 
gradually difFufed from the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine, to the nations of the Elbe, the Viftula, and 
the Baltic '^ 

MoftveFof The different motives which influenced the 
reafon, or the paffions^ of the Barbarian converts, 
cannot eafily be afcertained. They were often 
capricious and accidental j a dream, an omen, the 
report of a miracle, the example of fome prieft, 
or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and, above 
• all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or vow, 

78 Mpfheim has (lightly flcctched the progrcfs of Chrifliafiitf in 
the North, from the fourth to the fotirtecnth century. The fubjefit 
would afford materials for an ecckiiaitical, and cren pbilofophical, 
hiitory^ 
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V/hich, in a moment of danger, they had ad- £^J^j^* 
dreffed to the God of the Chriftians ^^ The early 
prejudices of education were infeniibly erazed by 
the habits of frequent and familiar* fociety ; the 
moral precepts of the Gofpel were protefted by 
the extravagant virtues of the monks } and a fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by the vilible power 
of relics, and the pomp of religious worfliip. 
But the rational and ingenious mode of perfualion, 
which a Saxon bifliop ^"^ fuggefted to a popular 
faint, might fometimes be employed by the mif- 
fionaries, who laboured for the converfion of infi- 
dels. *' Admit,'* fays the fagacious difputantj 
whatever they are pleafed to affert of the fa- 
bulous, and carnal, genealogy of their gods 
and goddefTes, who are propagated from each 
** other. From this principle deduce their im- 
** perfe£k nature, and human infirmities, the a& 
'*• furance they were borrty and the probability 
•* that they will die. At what time, by what 
^' mean§, from what caufe, were the eldeft of the 
*' gods or goddeffee produced ? Do they ftiU 
" continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate ? If 
•* they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifts to 
** -declare the rcafon of this ftrange alteration. If 
<* tbey iliU continue, the number of the gods mu§ 

79 To fuch a caufe has Socrates (1. Yii^ c* 30.) iifcribed the car^ 
verfion of the BurgiindianSi whofe Chriftiaii piety is celebrated hf 
0«>fiu5 (1. vii. c. 19*). 

80 See an original aod curious cpUUe from Daniel, the firfi bifhop 
jBf V/incheftcr (Bcda, Hift. Ecdc£ Anglofatn, I. v. c. 18. p. 203^ 
fdit. Smith), to St. Boniface, who preached the Gofpel among the 
Savages of Heffe and Thuringia. Epiftol. Bonifacii^ Ixvii. in the 
M^xiipa Bibliotheca Patrum, torn. xiii. p. 93. 
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xxxvif " become infinite ; and fliall we not rifk, by the 
" indifcreet worfhip of fome impotent deity, to 
*' excite the refentment of his jealous fuperior? 
*' The vifible heavens and earth, the whole fyftem 
^* of the uqiverfe, which may be conceived by 
" the mind, is it created or eternal ? If created, 
•** how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift 
.^* before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
** aflume the empire of aa independent and pre- 
*' exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
** temper and moderation ; infinuate, at feafon- 
" able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
" Chriftian revelation ; and endeavour to make 
'' the unbelievers afhamed, without making them 
•' angry/* This metaphyfical reafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps, for the Barbarians of Germany, wa» 
fortified by the groffer weight of authority and po- 
pular confent. TJie advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, smd paffed 
over to the fervicc of Chriftianitjr. The Romans 
themfelves, the moft powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe, had renounced their ancient 
fuperftition ; and, if the ruin of their empire 
feemed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, the 
difgrace was already retrieved by the converfidn of 
.the vifto;-ious Goths. The valiant and fortunate 
Barbarians, who fubdued the provinc^ies of the 
Weft, fucceffively received, and reflected, the 
fame edifying example. Before the age of Char- 
. lemagne, the Chriftian nations of Europe might 
exult in the cxclufive poffeffion of the temperate 
climates, of the fertile lands, which produced 

com* 
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corn, wine, and oil;^ while the favage idolater, ^^^^• 
and their helplefs idols, were confined to the ex- ^.1,^^,1^' 
tremiries of the earth, the daA and frozen regions 
of the North ". 

Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven ^^*jf ^^.Jlf 
to the Barbarians, introduced an important change vcrHoit. 
in their moral and political condition. They re- 
ceived, at the fame rime, the nfe of letters, fo ef- 
fential to a religion whofe doctrines are contained 
in a facred book, and while they ftudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hiftory, of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip* 
tures into their native tongue, which had facili- 
tated their converfion, muft excite, among their 
clergy, fome curiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the facred liturgy of the church, 
and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin Ian* 
guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu* 
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
du£Hons of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were 
acceffible to the Chriftian Barbarians, maintained 
a filent intercourfe between the reign of Auguftus, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re- 
membrance of a more perfedl ftate j and the flame 
of fcicnce was fecretly kept alive, to warm and 

«* The fword of Charlemagne added Weight to the argument ; 
but when Daniel wrote this epift]e ( A. D. 713.) t the Mahometans, 
who reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted il againft the 
Chriftians* 

T 2 enlighten 
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CHAP, enlighten the mature age of the Weftem world. 
In the moft corrapt ftate of Chriftianity, the Bar- 
barians might learn juflice from the law^ and 
mercy from the go/pel : and if the knowledge of 
their duty was infufficient to guide their adions, 
or to regulate their paffions ; they were fometimes 
reftrained by confcience, and frequently puniflied 
by remorfe. But the direft authority of religion 
was Icfs effeftual, than the holy communion which 
united them with their CHriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendfhip. The influence of thefe fenli- 
ments contributed to fecure their fidelity in the 
fervice, or the alliance, of the Romans, to alle- 
viatie the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence 
of conqueft, and to prefervcj in the downfal of 
the empire, a permanent refpeft for the name and 
inftitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganifm, 
the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over die 
people, and controuled the jurifdidHon of the ma^ 
giftrates ; and the zealous profelytes transferred an 
equal, or more ample, meafure of devout obe- 
dience, to the pontiffs of the Chriftian faith. The 
facred character of the bilhpps was fupported by 
their temporal poffeifions; they obtained an ho- 
nourable feat in the legiflative affemblies of fol- 
diers and freemen; and it was their intereft, as 
well as their duty, to mollify, by peaceful coun- 
fels, the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians. The per- 
petual correfpondcnce of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufelem, 
and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented 
the union of the Chriftian republic ; and gradually 
produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif^ 

prudence. 
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priidehce, which have diftinguiihed, from the reft *^SA?: 
of mankind, the independent, and eren hgllile, y__ -^~ J 
nations of modern Europe. 

, But the operatiop. of thefc caufes was checked J^n ve 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which in the An* 
infufed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation* ** ^^^^J* 
Whatever might be the early feptiments of Ul- 
philas, his connexions with the empire and the 
church were formed during the reign of Arianifm. 
The apoftle of the Goths fubfcribed the creed of 
Rimini j profefled with freedom, and perhaps with 
fincerity, that the Son was not equal, or cofrfub^ 
ftantial to the Father.'*; communicated thefe er- 
rors to this clergy and people; and infedted thd 
Barbaric world with an herefy '% which the great 
Theodofms profcribed and exdnguifhed among 
the Romans, The temper and underftanding of 
the new profelytes were not adapted to metaphy«> 
fical fubtleties; but they ftrenuoufly maintained^ 
what they Jiad pioufly received, as the pure and 
genuine do^nnes of ChrifHanity. The advantage, 

^ The opinioiis of Ulphilas and the Qoths ifidtned to Semi^H- 
anifm, (ince they would not fay that the Son was a creature^ though ^ 
they held communion with thofc who maintauned that hcrcfy. 
Thcit apoftle rcptrefented the vlthole controvcrfy as a qucftion of 
trlAing moment, which had been taifed hy the padioofi of the tlergy. 
Theodoret, 1. iv. c. 37. 

*5 The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the emperor 
Vakns : ** Itsque jufto Dei - judicio ipfii eum vivum incenderunt^ 
" qui propter eum etiam morcui, vitio erroris arfuri funt." Oro* 
fius, 1. vif. c. ZZ' V' 554* This cruel fcntence is con6rmed by Tillc* 
mont (Mem. Ecckf. torn, vi. p. 604— 6io.)» who coolly obftrves, 
" un feul homme entraina dans Tenfer un nombre infini de Septen,* 
** trionauxa &e." Salvian (de Gubem. Dei, I. v. p. jtiP, x^x.) pitiet 
and excufes their inyoluntary error. 
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of preaching and expounding the Scriptures in the 
Teutonic language, promoted the apoftolic la- 
Sours of Ulphilas, and his fucceffors ; and they 
ordained a competent number of bifhops and pref- 
byters, for the inftruflion of the kindred tribes. 
The Oftrogoths, the Burgundians, the Suevi, and 
the Vandals, who had liftened to the eloquence of 
the Latin clergy^*, preferred the more intelligible 
leffons of their domeftic teachers; and Arianifm 
was adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, who were feated on the ruins of th^ 
Weftern empire. This irreconcilable difference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
hatred ; and the reproach of Barbarian was embit- 
tered by the more odious epithet of Heretic* The 
heroes of the North, who had fubmitted, with 
fome reluftance, to believe that all their anceftors 
were in hell ** ; were aftonifhed and exafperated 
to I'earn, that they themfelves had only changed 
the mode of their eternal condemnation. Inftead 
of the fmooth applaiife, which Chriftian . kings are 
accuftomed to expeQ: from their loyal prelates, the 
orthodox bifhops and their clergy were in a ftate 
of oppofition to the Arian courts j and their indif- 
cre^t oppofition frequently became' criminal, and 
might fometimes be dangerous. ^^ The pulpitj^ 

tiiat 

N 

•♦ Orofius affirms, in the year 416 (1. 7. c. 41. p. 5?o.)> that the 
churches of Chrift (of the Catholics) were filled with Huns, Sueyi. 
Vandals, Burgundians. * 

^s Radbod, king of the Frifons, was fo much fcandalized by this 
rafh declaration of a raiflionary, that he.drewback his foot after be 
had entered the baptifmal font, See Fleury Hift. Ecclef. torn, ix.' 
p. 167. 

86 The Epiftlcs of Sidonius, biihop of Clermont, under the Vifi- 
|othS| and of Avitus, biibop of Vieimai uud^r the Burgundians, 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; 27$ 

that fafe and facred organ of fedition, refounded CHAP. 

XXXVIL 

with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes ^^ ; the 
public difcontent was inflamed by the hope or 
promife of a glorious deliverance ; and the fedi- 
tious' faints were tempted to promoteythe accom- 
plifhment of their own prediftions. Wotwithftand* GenerAl 
ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Gaul, 
Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the 
Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their 
religion. Their haughty mafters refpefled the 
zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars ; and the example of their de- 
vout conftancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. The conquerors evaded, 
however, the difgraceful reproach, or confeflion, 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the li- 
.beral motives of . reafon and humanity ; and while 
they affefted the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit, of genuine Chriftianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter* Arianper- 
rupted. The Catholics- were indifcreet, the Bar- thcVan-^ 
barians w^re impatient ; and the partial a£ts ' of ^^• 
fcverity or injuftice which had been recommended 
by' the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or- 
thodox vmters* The guilt of perfeputioU' may be 
imputed to Euric, king of the Vifigoths ; who 
fufpended the exercife of ecclefiaftical, or, at leaft, 
of epifcopal, funftions j and punifhed the popular 

explain,. fometimes in dark hints, the general difpofitions of the 
Catholics. The hiftory of Clevis and Theodoric will fuggeft funic 
particular fadls. 

«7 Genieric confeflTed the refemblance, by the feverity with which 
be punifhed fuch indifcreet alluiions. VidorVitenfis, i. 7. p. 10. 

T 4 bilhops 
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CHAP. biihop$ of Aquitain with imprifonmcnt, exile, afi4 
' cqnfifcation "♦ But the cruel and abfurd enter* 
pr|fe of fubduing the ini^ds of a whol^ people, 
was undertaken by the Vandals alone. Genferic 
^mfelf) in his early youth, had Renounced the 
orthodox communion; and the apoftate could 
neither gr^nt, por expci^, a finc^re forgivcnds, 
He was iwcafperated to ^d, that the Afiicam, 
who had fled before him in the field, ftill pre- 
fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churches ; 
and hijs ferocious mind was incapable of fear, or of 
compaffion. His Catholic fubjefts were opprefled 
by intolerant la^s, and arbitrary punKhments, 
The language of Genferic was furious and for- 
midable; the knowledge of his intentions might 
•juftify the moft unfavourable interpretation of hii 
aftions ; and the Arians were reproached with the. 
frequent e:s:ecutions, which ftained the palace, 
and the dominions, of the tyfant. Arms and am* 
bitlon were, however, the ruling paf&on^ of the 
HMnnerict monarch of the fea. But Hunneric, his inglorious 
^•P*77 fon, who feeihed to inherit only his vices, ton 
fnented the Cjitholics with the fame unre|i5nting 
fury whiph |iad beea fetal to his brother, his nc? 
phews, an<3 the fidends and favourites of his £1^ 
^her : and^ even to the Arian ^patriarch, who ^a« 
inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage, 

•8 Spch arc tjic coptcmpdrary complaints of Sidonius, bifhop of 
plermont (1. vii. c. 6 p. i8a, &c. edit. Sirmomt), pfegory of 
Tours, who quotes this EjMftlc (I. ii. c. a5. in torn. u. p. 174,) ex* 
torts an unwarrantable a^ertion, tiia^ of the nipe vacancies in 
4(}uitain, foxne had been produced bj epifcot>al martjr^^ms. 

The 
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The reli^us wir was preceded aiid prepared by c h^t. 
aa infidious truce; perfecution was mide the \_ ^,^r^ 
ferious ^id important bufinefs of the' Vandal 
court ; and the loathfome difeafe, which hi^ftened 
the death of Hunneric, revenged the injuries, 
without contributing to the deliverance, of the 
phurch. The throne of Africa was fucceffivcly 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric ^ by Gun- Gunda- 
damund, who reigned about twelve, and by A.Di\f4. 
Thrafimund, who governed the nation above 
twenty-feven years. Their admi^iftration was 
hcrflile and oppreffive to the orthodox party, 
Gundamund appeared to emulate, or even to 
iurpafs, the cruelty of his xmcle; and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the biflibps, 
•and reftored the freedom of Athanafian worfliip, 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, was Thrafi- 
the greateft and moft accomplifhed of the Vandal ^"p^* ^ 
kings, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, 
imd magnslaimity of foul. But this magnanimous 
phara&er was degraded by his intolerant zeal and 
deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and tor- 
tures, he employed the gentle, but efficacious, 
powers of fedudion. Wealth, dignity, and the 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo- 
ftacy ; the Catholics,, who had violated the laws, 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
of their feith ; and whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tatgd any rigorous meafure, he patiently waited 
till the indifcretion of his adverfarie^ fumifhed 
him with a fpecious opportunity. Bigotry was 
pm lad fentiment in the hour of death; and he 

exadled 
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A general 
view ot the 
perfccu - 
tion in 
Africa. 


exafted from his fucceflbr a folemn oath, that 
he would never tolerate the fedaries of Athana- 
fius. But his fucceffor^ Hilderic, the gentle fon 
of the favage Hunneric, preferred the duties of 
humanity and juftice, to the vain obligation of 
an impious oath ; and his acceffion was glorioufly 
marked by the reftoration of peace and univcrfal 
freedom* . The throne of that virtuous, though 
feeble monarch, was ufurped by his coufin Gcli- 
mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, 
before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifarius; and the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured "'. 

The paffionate declamations of the Catholics, 
the fole hiftorians of this perfecution, cannot 
afford any diftindt feries of caufes and events ; 
any impartial view of characters, or counfels; 
but the moft remarkable circumftances, that de- 
ferve either credit or notice, may be referred to 
the following heads: I. In the original law, 
which is ftill extant ^% Hunneric exprefsly de- 

*9 The original monuments of the Vandal perfecution are prcferv- , 
ed in the five books ot the Hiftory of Vidlor Vitenfis (de Perfecutione 
Vandalica), a biftvop who was exiled by Hunneric j in the Life of 
St. Fulgentius, who was diftinguilhed in the perfecution of Thrafi- 
niund (in Biblioth. Max. Patrum, torn. ix. p. 4 — i6.)f and in the 
firll book of the Vandalic War, by the impartial Procopius (c. 7* 8. 
p. 196,197, 198, 199.). I>om Ruinart, the laft editor ofViAor, 
has illuArated the whole fubje(ft with a copious and learned appa- 
ratus of notes and fupplement. (Paris, 1694.) 

90 Viftor. iv. a. p. 6$, Hunneric refufes the name of Catholics 
to the Homooujans. He defcribes, as the veri Divinas Majeftatis 
cultores, his own party, whoprofeflTed the faith, confirmed by more 
thcin a thoufand bllhops, in the fjnuds oi Rimini and Seleuda. 

clares, 
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clares, and the declaration appears to be correfl:, li"^^!* 
that he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations 
and penalties of the Imperial edi^s ; againd the 
heretical congregations, the clergy, and the 
people, who diffented from the eftablifhed. reli- 
gion. If the rights of confcience had been un* 
derftood, the Catholics muft have condemned 
their paft conduct, or acquiefced in their adual 
fufferings. But they ftill perfifted to refufe the 
indulgence which they claimed. While they 
trembled imder the lafli of perfecution, they" 
praifed the laudable feverity of Hunneric himfelf, 
who burnt or banilhed great numbers of Ma- 
nichaeans^'; and they rejeded, with horror, the 
ignominious • compromife, that the difciples of 
Anus, and of Athanafius, fliould enjoy a reci- 
procal and fimilar toleration in the territories of 
the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals ***• 
IL The praftice of a conference, which the Ca- 
tholics had fo frequently ufed to infult and puniih 
their obflinate antagonifts, was retorted againfl: 
thfsmfelves *\ At the command of Hunneric, 
four hundred and fixty-fix orthodox bifhops 
affembled at Carthage j but when they were ad* 

9« Viftor. ii. I. p. ai, ai. Laudabilior , . . videbatur. In the*. 
MSS. which omit this word, the paflfage is unintelligible. See Rut* 
nart. Not. p. 164. 

5* Vidor. \h%*^* 7,%i%%. ITie clergy of Carthage called thefc 
conditions, pericuhfa ; and they feem, indeed, to ha.ve been pro« 
pofed as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bifhops, 

91 See the narrative of this conference, and the treatment of the 
bifhops, in Vidor. ii. l3--»iS. p. 35—42. and the whole fourth 
book, p. 63— 171. The thii-d book, p. 41— 6z. is entirely filled 
l>y their apology or confefTion of faith. ^ 

c mitted 
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CHAP, n^ed into the hall of ^udi^nce, they had thfe 

mortificaticm of beholdmg the Ariaji Cirila ex- 

altfcd on the patriarchal throne. The difputants 

Vferc feparated, after the mutual and ordinary 

jrcproaches of noife and filence, of delay and 

precipitation, of military force ai)d of popular 

damour. One tnartyr and one confeffor wer6 

feleded among the Catholic . bifhops ; twenty- 

eight efcaped by flight, and eighty- eight by con- 

formity; forty-fix were fent into Corfica to cut 

timber for the royal navy ; and thrae hundred 

and two were banilhed to the difterent parts of 

Africa, expofed to the iilfults of their enemies, 

and carefully deprived of all the temporal and 

fpiritual comforts of life***. The hardihip^ of 

ten years exile muft have reduced their numbers ; 

and if they had complied with the law of Thra- 

fimund, which prohibitdd any epifcbpal confe- 

cnLtions, the orthodox church of Africa mud; 

have expired with the lives of its a&ual meihberst 

They difobeyed;. and their difobedience was pu* 

niihed by a fecond exile of two hundred and 

twenty bifhops into Sardinia; where they Iftn- 

guiihed fifteen years, till . the acceffion of the 

gracious Hilderic^'% The two iflands were judi- 

cioufly 

9+ Sec the lift of the African bifliops, in Victor, p. 117 — 140. and 
Ruinart s notes, p- X15— 397. 'the fdiifmatic name of Donatus frer 
qtiently occih-s, and they appiear to have adopted (like our fanatics 
of the laft age) the pious appenitions of JDesdatus, Deogratias^ ^dt 

9^^' Fulgent. Vit. c. 16—^9. Thrafimund affe^ed the pfaife of 
xttodcration and learning 5 and Fulgcntius addrefled three books of 
controvcrfy to the Arian tyrant, whppi h^ ^j\c% ptiffime Rfif* 

PiWiotb, 
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cioufly chofen by the malice of their Arian ^SAr{ 
tyrants. Seneca, from his own experience, has 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
Corfica^% and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 
balanced by the unwholefome quality of the air *^ 
III. The zeal of Genferic, and his fucceffors, for 
the converfion of the Catholics, muft have ren- 
dered them ftill more jealous to guard the purity 
of the Vandal faith. Before the churches were 
finally (hut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar- 
barian drefs.; and thofe who prefumed to negleft 
the royal mandate, were rudely dragged back- 
wards by their long ha^r^^ The Palatine offi- 
cers, who refufed to profefs the religion of their 
prince, were ignominioufly ftripped of their ho- 
nours and employments ; baniflied to Sardinia 
and Sicily ; or condemned to the fervile labours 
of Haves and pcafants in the fields of Utica. In 
the diftrifts which had been peculiarly allotted to 
the Vandals, the exercife of the Catholic worfhlp 
was nfiore ftridly prohibited ; and fevere penal- 

Bibvotb. Ma^im. Patrum, torn. ix. p. 41. Only (ixty bifhops are 
mentioned as exiles in the life of Fulgentius; they arc increafcd to 
' one hundred and twenty by Vidtor Tunnunenfis, ?«nd Ifldorej but 
the number of two hundred and twenty is fpeciiled in the Hifioria 
Mi/cffOa, and a fbort authentic chronicle of the times. See Rulnart, 

P- 570. 57'- 

96 See th€ bafe and infipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not 

fiipport exile with more fortitude than Ovidi Corfica aught not 
produce corn, wine, or oil •, but it could not be dcftitute of grafs, 
watec, and even fire. 

97 Si ob gravitatem cceli interiflent, *vik damnum. Tacit. An* 
nal. ii. 85. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted 
the reading of fome critics, utiU dammim. 

9"^ See thefe preludes of a genera/ perfecution, in Vidon ii. j, 4. 7. 
and the two edids of Hunneric, 1. il p. ^s* !• iv. p. 64.* 

ties 
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CHAP, ties were denounced againft the guilt, both of the 
mifSonary, and the profelyte. By thefe arts, the 
feith of the Barbarians was preferved, and their 
zeal was inflamed ; ' they difcharged, with devout 
fury, the office of fpies, informers, or execu- 
tioners ; and whenever their cavalry took the 
field, jt was the favourite amufement of the 
march, to defile the churches, and to infult the 
clergy of the adverfe faftion^^ IV. The citizem 
who had been educated in the luxury of the Ro- 
man province, were delivered, with exquifite 
cruelty, to the Mdors of the defert. A vene- 
rable train of bifliops, prelbyters, and deacons, 
with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely 
afcertained, were torn from their native homes, 
by the command of Hunneric. During the night, 
they were confined, like a herd of cattle, amidft 
their own ordure ; during the day they purfued 
their march over the burning fands ; and if they 
fainted vuider the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors '"**". Thefe un- 
happy exiles, when they reached the Moorilh 
huts, .might excite the compafitoii of a people, 
whofe native humanity was neither improved by 
reafon, npr corrupted by fanaticifm: but. if they 
efcaped the dangers, they were condemned to 

99 See Procopius dc Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 197, 198. A 
Mt)ori(h prince endeavoured to propitiate the God of the Chriftians, 
by his diligence to eraze the marks of the Vandal facrilege. 

«-o See this ftory in Vidtor. ii. 8— xa. p. 30— 34, Viaofdcfcribcs 
the diftrefs of thefe confelTors as an eye-witne&« 

ftare 
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fliare the diftrefs, of a favage life. V. It is in- ^^^^-^j^* 
cumbent on the authors of perfecution previoufly 
to refleft, whether they are determined to fup- 
port it in the laft extreme. They excite the ' 
flame which they ftrive to extinguifh ; and it foon 
becomes neceflary to chaftife the contumacy, as 
well as the crime, of the offender. The fine, 
which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge, 
expofes his perfon to the feverity of the law ;- and 
his contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ufe 
and propriety of capital punifhment. Through 
the veil of fiftion and declamation, we may 
clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more efpe- 
cially under the reign of Hunneric, endured the 
moft cruel and ignominious treatment *®*. Refpe£t-- 
able citizens, noble matrons, and confecrated 
virgins, were ftripped naked, and raifed in the 
air by puUies, with a weight fufpended at their* 
feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies 
were torn with fcourges, ,or burnt in the moft 
tender parts with red-hot plates of iron. The 
amputation of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and 
the right-hand, was inflifted by the Arians ; and 
although the precife number cailnot be defined, 
it is evident that many perfons, among whom 
a bifhop'"''' and, a proconful'"' may be named, 

««' See the fifth book of Vi<5tor. His pafllonatc complaints are 
confirmed by the fober teftimonv of Procopius, and the public de- ' 
claration of ihe emperor Jullinian. (Cod. 1. i. tit. xxvii.) 

«o* Viiftor. ii. i8. p. 41. 

• *®3 Vidlor. V, 4. p. 74, 75. His name was Vidorianus, and he 
was a wealthy citizen ot Adrumctum, who enjoyed the confidence 
of the king { by whofe favour be had obtained the office^ or at leaft 
the title, of proconful of Africa. 

were 
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XXXVII. 


vvi^r?' ^^^^ entided to the crown of martyrdom. Th^ 
fame honour has been afcribed to the me- 
mory of comit Sebaftian, who profeffed the 
Nicene creed with unihaken conftancy ; and 
Genferic might deteft, as an heretic, the brave 
and ambitious fugitive whom he dreaded as a 
rival ""^^ VL A n^w mode of converiion, which 
might fubdue the feeble, and alarm the timorous, 
was employed by the Arian miniftcrs. They 
impofed, by fraud or violence, the rites of bap- 
tifin ; and punifhed the apoftacy of the Catholics, 
if they difclaimed this odious and profane cere- 
mony, which fcandaloufly violated the freedom 
of the will, and the unity of the facrament ''*^ 
The hoftile fefts had formerly allowed the vali- 
dity of each other's baptifm ; and the innovation, 
fo fiercely maintained by the Vandals, can be 
imputed only to the example and advice of the 
Donatifts. VIL The Arian clergy fuipaffed, in 
religious cruelty, the king and his Vandals ; but 
/ they were incapable of cultivating the fpiritual 
vineyard, which they were fo defirous to poflels. 
A patriarch '°^ might feat himfelf on the throne 
of Carthage ; fome biflieps, in the principal 
cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals ; but 

104. vi(5lor. i. 6. p. 8, 9. After relating the firm refiftance and 
iiextrous reply of count Sebaftian, he adds^quare alio generis argu- 
ment© poftea bellicofum virum occidit. 

iQS Viiftor. V. i», 13. Tillcraont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. 
p. 609. 

106 Private was more properly the title of the bifliop of Carthage ;. 
but the name oi patriarch was given by the fedts and nations to their 
prmdpal ecclcfiaftic. See Thomaffin, IM&ipline de TEgUfe^ torn. i. 

the 
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the fmallnefs of theif numbers, and their igno- ^^^7* 
ranee of the Latin language *°% difqualified the 
Barbarians for the ecclefiaftical miniftry of a 
great church; and the Africans, after the lofs 
of their orthodox paftors,- were deprived . of the 
public exercife of Chriftianity. VIIL The em- 
perors were the natural protestors of the Ho- 
mooufian doftrine : and the faithful people of 
Africa; both as Romans and as Catholics, pre- 
ferred their lawful fovereignty to the ufurpation 
of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval 
of peace and friendfliip, Hunneric reftored the 
cathedral of Carthage ; at the interceffion of 
Zeno, who reigned in the Eaft, and of Plaeidia, 
the daughter and relift of emperors, and the 
filler of the queen of the Vandals ^°^ But this 
decent regard was of fhort duration; and the 
haughty tyrant difplayed his contempt for the 
religion of the Empire, by ftudioufly arranging 
the bloody images of perfecution, in all the 
principal ftreets through which the Roman am* 
baflador muft pafs in his way to the . palace '°^ 
An oath was required from the bifhops, who 
were affembled at ^Carthage, that they would fup- 
port the fucceflion of his fon Hilderic, and that 

xo7 Xhe patriarch Cynla himfelf publicly declared, that he did 
not underfcand Latin (Vidor. ii. i8. p. 4X.)> Nefcio Latine ; and 
he might converfe with tolerable eafe, without being capable 'of 
difputing or preaching in that language. His Vandal clergy were 
ftill more ignorant ; and fmail confidence could be placed in the 
Africans, who had conformed. 

1^^ Vi<ftor. ii. I, 2. p. aa. 

109 Vidor. V. 7. p. 77. He appeals to the ambair^dor himf.lf, 
whofe name was Uranius. 

Vou VI. . U ' they 
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Catholic 
frauds. 
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they would renoancc all foreign or tranfmarina 
correfpondence. This engagement, confiftait as it 
ftould feem with their moral and reKgious dudes, 
was refufed by the more fagaciotis membor^**^ 
of the aflembly. Their refufal, faintly coloured 
by the pretence that it is unlawful for a Chriftian 
to fwear, muft provoke the fufpidons of st jealoiis 
tyrant. 

The Catholics, opprefled by royal and miK- 
tary force, were far fuperior to their advedaries 
in numbers and learning* With the fame weapons 
which the Greek '" and Latin fathers had already 
provided for the Arian controverfy, they re- 
peatedly filenced, or vanquifhed, the fierce and 
illiterate fucceffors of Ulphilas. Tke confdouf- 
nefs of their own fuperiority might have raifed 
them above the arts, and pafBong^ of religious 
warfare. Yet, inftead of affuming fuch honour- 
able pride, the orthodox tbeok>gian8 were tempted, 
by the affurance ef impunity, to compofe fic- 
tions, which muft be ftigmatized with the epithets 
of fraud and forgery* They afcribed their own 
polemical works to the moft venerable names of 
Chriftian antiquity : the chara&ers of Athanafii^ 

"o Afiuthresy Viftor. iv. 4. p. 70. He plainly intimates that their 
quotation of the Gofpel ** Non jurabitis in toto," was ooly meant 
to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. The forty-fix 
bifbops who refufed were banifhed to Corfiea ; the three hundred 
and two who fwore, were diftributed through the provinces of 
Africa. ^ 

m Fulgentius, bifhop of Rufpte, in the Byzacenc province, was 
ofafenatorial family, and had received a liberal education. H* 
could repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed to 
ftudy Latin, his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. i.). Many Afri- 
can biihopa might underftand Greek, and many Greek theologians 
weie tranflated into Latin* 

and 
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and Auguftin were atvkwardly perfdtoted by Vi- c h A P. 
gilius and his difcipleg *" j ^d the famous creeds xxxvii* 
which fo clearly expounds the myfteries of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation, Is deduced, with 
fttong probability, from this African fchool"'; 
Even the Scriptures themfelves were profened by 
their ra(h and facrilegious hands; The n\emor 
rable text, which aflerts the unity of the Threb 
who bear witnefs in Heaven "% is condemned by 
the ujiiyerfal filence of the orthodox fathers^ 
ancient verfions, und authentic manufcripts "'; 

It 
, • , ' ' ■ ' » 

»'» Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of 
Thapfus (p. ii8, 119. edit. Chiflet); He might aniufe his learned 
t-eader with an innocent fi(5lion ; but the fubjeft was too gfave, and 
the Africans were too ignorant. 

««^ The P. Quefnel ftarted this bpiriidrii which has beeti favour- 
ably received. But the three following truths, however furprifing 
they may feem, are «ow univerfally acknowledged (Gerard Voffiusi 
torn vi. p. 516 — 52Z' Tillemont, Mem. EccleC tom. viii. p. 667 
*^67i.)» '• 6t. Athanafius is not the authdr 6f the creed which it 
fo freqtiehtly t^ad in our chiirehes. 1. It does not appear to have 
exiftcd, within a century after ^^is death. 3. It was originally com- 
pofed in the Latin tongue, and, cbnfequehtly, ih the Wcftehi pro- 
vinces. Gennadiu^j |)atriarch of Conftantinoplc, was fo much 
amazed by this extraordinary conipoGtioni that he frankly pro- 
nounced it tb be the work of a drunken riian. Petav. liogmat. 
Theologica, torn. ii. 1. vii. c/8. p. 687. 

*'4 I Johnj V. 7. Sec Sinidn, fl(ift. Critique du Notiveau Tcfta- 
menti part i. c. xviii. p. ao3^-^ai8. ; and part ii. c. ix- p. 99-*» 
Z2X. : and the elaborate Prolegdraena and Annotations ofUr, Mill 
knd Wetftein to their editioi>8 of the Greek 't'eftameilt. In j4S9« 
the papift Sinioii ftrove .to be Iree^ m 17079 the protefbnt Mill 
wiihed to be a flave ; id 1751, the Artoinian Wctftcin iifed the li- 
berty of his times, nud of his fcd, 

IIS Of aU the MS^. now extant, above foiiribore in number, ibme 
df which arc more than i»ob years old (Wetfiein ad Iqc), The 
6rtbod9x CQ];(ies of the Vatican, of the Complutei>riain editors, of Ro«^ 
bert Stephens, are licconvc invifible ; and the t<w9 MSS; of Dtibli^ 
And Berliri are linwdrcKy to form an exception. See Emlyn^s Works, 

U % voL 
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xxxvif' ^^ ^^^ ^^ alleged by the Catholic bifhops^ whom 
Hunneric fummoned to the conference of Car- 
thage "**. An allegorical mterpretation, in the 
form, perhaps, of a marginal note, invaded the 
text of the Latin Bibles, whicK were renewed 
and correfted in a dark period of ten centuries *'^ . 
After the invention of printing '"', the editors of 
the Greek Teftament yielded to their own pre- 
judices, or thofe of the times "* ; and the pious 
fraud, which was embraced with equal zeal at 
Rome and at Geneva, has been infinitely mul* 


vol. ii. p. 217 — 255. 269 — 299 ; and M. de MllTy's four ingenious 
letters, in torn viii. and ix. of the Journal Brttannique. 

''^ Or, mor« properly, by the four bifhops who compofed and 
publiflied the profeilion of faith in the name of their brethren. ,They 
ftyle this text, luce clarius (Viiftor Vittnfis de Ferfecut. Vandal. 
1. iii. c. II. p. 54). It is quoted foon alttrrwards by. the African 
polemics, Vigilius and Fulgentius, 

*»7 In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Bibles were cor- 
rciSed by Lanfrano, archbifhop of Canterbury, and by Nicola?, acarr 
dinal and librarian of the Roman church, fecundum orthodoxajn 
.fidem (Wetftcin, Prolegonu p. 84, S5.)* Notwithftanding thefe 
corre<ftions, the paifage is ftill wanting in twenty*five Latin MSS. 
(Wetftein ad loc), the olded and the faired; two qualities feldom 
.united, except in manufcripts. 

"* The art which the Germans had invented was applied in 
Italy to the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The original 
Greek of the New Teftament was publiflied about the fame time 
(A. D. 15 14. 15 1 6. 1510.) by the induftry of Erafmus, and the 
munificence of Cardinal Ximcnes. The Complutenfian Polyglot 
,coft the cardinal 5O9OC0 ducats. See Mattaire Annal. Typograph. 
torn. ii. p. 2—8. 125—133. ; and Wttftcin, Prolegomena, p. n6— 
•lay* ' . 

» *9 The three wi tncflTes have been eftabliihcd' iri our Greek Tcfta- 
ments by the prudence of Erafmus ; the honeftbigotry of the Com- 
plutenfian editors; the typographical fraud, or erf or, of Robert 
•Stephens in the p'acing a crotchet; aod the deliberate falfchood, 
or ftrange mifapprehcniion, of Theodore Bcza^ 

tiplied 
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tiplied in every country and every language of xxj^n' 
niodem Europe. v,-^^v^«^ 

The example of fraud muft excite fufpicionj andmira- 
and the fpecious 'miracles by which the Africaa 
Catholics have defended the truth and juiHce of 
their caufe, may be afcribed, with more reafon, 
to their own induftry, than to the vilible pro- 
te£tion of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian, who views 
this religious confliS: with an impartial eye^ may 
condefcend to mention one preternatural event, 
which will edifjr the devout, and furprife the in- 
credulous. Tipafa "°, a maritime colony of 
Mauritania fixteen miles to the eaft of Caefarea, 
had been diftinguiihed, in every age, by the 
orthodox, zeal of its inhabitants. They had 
braved the fury of the Donatifts "* ; they refilled, 
or eluded, the tyranny of. the Arians. The town 
was defeated on the approach of an heretical 
bifliop : moft of the inhabitants who could pro- 
cure Ihips paffed over to the coaft of Spain; and 
the unhappy remnant, refufmg all communion 
with the ufurper, ftill prefumed to hold their 
pious, but illegal, affei^blies. Their difobe* 
dience exafperated the cruelty of Hunneric. A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa : he collefted the Catholics in the Forum, 
and, in the prefence of the whole province^^ de- 


««» PHn. Hlft, Natural, v. i. Itincrar. WefTeling, p. 15. Cel* 
larius, GcograpTi. Antiq, torn, ii. partii. p. 127. This Tipafa 
(which muft not be confounded with another in Num^dia) was a 
town of fome note, fince Vcfpafian endowed it with the right of 
l^atium. 

»i| Optatus Milevitaniw de Schifm. Donatiftp 1. ii. p. 38. 
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C^AP- ^rfv<Jd the girilty o^ their right-hand* md theit 
tongues- But the holy confeffors cofttiiltied tQ 
i^ak ;^^h6ut tongues ; and this miracle is at- 
itfteA by Viftor, an African bifhop, l^'ho ptib- 
liflied an hiftory 6f the perfccution trithin two 
years after the event'**. " If any on^/* fays 
Vlftor, " fliould doubt of the truth, Itt hitn 
^^ repatir to Conftantinople, and liften to the clear 
^* and perfeft language of Reftitutus, the fub- 
^ deacon, one of thefe glorious ftffFerers, ttrhq 
** is now lodged in the palace of the emperot 
f* Zeno, and is refpefled by the devout em- 
** preft/* At Conftantinople we are aftoniflied 
to find a cool, a learned, an unexceptionable 
tvitnefs, without intereft, and without paffion. 
JEneas of Gaza, a Platonic philofopher, has ac- 
curately defcribed his own obfervations on thefe 
African fufferers, f* I faw them fnyfelf ; 1 heard 
f ' them fpeak : I diKgently enquired by what 
f* ftieatfis fuch an arricukte voice could be formed 
f ^ without any organ' of fpeech : I ufed my eyes to 
f* examine the report of my eats: I opened their, 
f ' mouth, and faw that the whole tongue had beeti 
f* completely totn away by the toot^ ; aii opetSL" 
f ' tion which the phyficians generally fuppofe to 
f* be mortar*'/* The teftitnony of ^heas of Gaza 

I" Vi(5tor yitcnfis, v. 6. p. 76. Ruinart, p. 4S3— 487. 

**J -ffiheas Gazacus in Thcophiafto; in' BiBlibth. Patrum, 
torn, viii.* p. 664, 66jf. lit was d Chriftian, and cofh{)Gfed this 
pialogue (the Theophraflus) oii the itnmortality of the foul, and 
the reforrciaion of the body; befidcs twenty-five Epiftles, flifl ex- 
tant See Cave (Hift. Lhteraria, p. ^197.) and Fabricius (ttbl. 
Graec.tota. i. p. 4^i.). ■-:■*■. 
\ ■ ' .-'■■. 
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TtAght be confirxned by the fuperfluous evideac^ xxxvu! 
of the emperor Jufidnkn^ in a perpetual cdift ; of ^^^^v^^*^ 
count Marcellinus, in his Chronicle of the times $ 
and of Pope Gregory the Firft, who had refined 
at Conftantinopk) as the minifter of the Roman 
pontiff"*. They all lived within the compafs of 
a century ; and they all appeal to their perfonal 
knowledge^ or the public notoriety, for the truth 
of a miracle, which was repeated in feveral in- 
ftances, difplay ed on the greateft theatre of the 
EWorld, and fubmitted, during a feries of years^ to 
the calm examina(tion of the fen&s. This fupema- 
tural gift of the African confeffors, who fpoke with- 
out tongues, will command the aflent of thofe, and 
of thofe only, who already believe that their lan- 
guage was pure and orthodox. But the ftubborn 
mind of an infidel is guarded by fecret, incurable 
fufpicion; and the Arian, or Socinian, who has 
ferioufly rejeflted the do&ine of the Trinity, will 
not be fhaken by the moft plauiible evidence of an 
Athanafian miracle. 

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfeVered in The ruin 
the profeffion of Arianifm till the final ruin of the nifm"*" 
Idngdoms which they had founded in Africa and i'"?"^ '^^ 
Italy. The Barbanan^r of Gaul fubmitted to the rians, 

^ A. D. 

500— 700* 

«»♦ Juftiniani Codex, 1. i. tit. xxvii. MarccUin. in Chron. p. 45. 
in Thefaur. Temporum Scaliger. Procopius» de Bell. Vandal. 1. 1. 
c. 7. p* Z96. . Gregor. Magnus Dialog, iii. ^2. None of thefe 
witaefies have fpecified the number of the confeiTors, which Is 
fixed at fixty in an old menology (apud Ruinart, p. 486.). Two of 
them loft their fpeecli by fornication ; but the miracle is enhanced 
by the Angular inftance of a boy who had iwv^r fpoken before his 
tofigur was cut out. 

U4 orthpdox 
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CHAP, orthodox dominion of the Franks ; and, Spain was 
tl -^- ^ reftored to the Catholic church by the voluntary 

converfion of the Vifigoths. 
Revolt This falutary revolution '" was haftened by the 

tyfd^rof example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer 
Hermcne- reafon may ftyle an ungrateful rebel. . Leovi- 
Spain, gild, the Gothic monarch of Spain, deferved the 
. -^^g refpeO: of his enemies, and the love, of his fub- 
jefts : the Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, 
and his Arian fyriods attempted, without much 
fuccefs, to reconcile their fgruples by aboUfhing 
the unpopular rite of a /econd baptifm. His elr 
deft fon Hermenegild, who was invefted, by his 
father with the royal diadem, and the fair prin- 
cipality of Boetica, -contrafted an honourable and 
orthodox alliance with a Merovingian princefs, 
the daughter of Sigibert, king of Auftrafia, and 
of ' the famous Brunechild. The beauteous In- 
gundis, who was no more than thirteen years 
of age, was received, beloved, and perfecuted, in 
the Arian court of Toledo ; . and her reUgiau§ 
conftancy was alternately affaulted with blandifli- 
ments and violence by Goifvintha, the Gothic 
queen, who abufed the double claim of maternal 
authority "^ Incenfed by her refiftance, Goif- 

vintha 


^*s See the two general hiftonans of Spain, Mariana (Hii:. de 
Rebus HifpanisB, torn. i. 1. v. c. la— 15. p. |8»— 194.) and Pcr- 
rcras (French tranflation, torn. ii. p. ao6— 447.). Mariana almoft 
forgets that he is a Jefiiit, to affume thcT ftyle and fpirit of a Roman 
claffic. Ferr^ras, an induftrious compiler, reviews his fadt>, and 
re^iiies his chronology. 

»2£ Goifvintha fucceflively married two kings of the Vifigoths : 
Athaniglld, to whom ihe bore Brunechild, the mother of lognndis ; 
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vintha feizecj the Catholic princefs by her long c ha !>. 
hair, inhumanly dafted her agamft the ground, 
kicked her till fhe was covered with blood, and 
at laft gave orders that fhe fh(^ld be {tripped, 
and thrown into a bafon, or fifh-pond"^ Love 
and honour might excite Hermenegild to refent 
this injurious treatment of his bride ; and he was 
gradually ^ perfuaded that Ingundis fuffered for 
the caufe of divine truth. Her tender complaints, 
jind the. weighty arguments of Leander, arch- 
bifhop of Seville, accomplifhed his converfion ; 
and the heir of the Gothic monarchy was initiated 
in the Nicene faith by the fqlemn rites of con- 
firmation "*. The rafli youth, inflamed bj zeal, 
and perfiaps by ambition, was tempted to violate 
'the duties of a fon, and a fubjeft ; and the Ca- 
tholics of Spain, although tbey could not com^ 
plain of perfecution, applauded bis pious rebel- 
lion againft an heretical father. The civil war 
was protraded by the long and obftinate fi^ ge? of 
Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had ftre^ 
nuoufly efpoufed the party of Hermenegild. He 
invited the orthodpjc Barbarians, the Suevi, and 

* *' 

^nd Leovigild, whofe two fons, Hermenegild and Recared, were 
the iflTue of a former marria^ie. 

'*7 Iracundix furore fuccenfa, adprehenfam per comam capitis 
puellam in terram conlidit, et diu calcibus verberatam, ac fanguiac 
cruentatam, juffit exfpoliari, «t pifcina; immergi. Greg. Turon. 
1. V. c, 39. in tom. ii. p. 45 5. Gregory is one of our heft ori- 
ginals for this portion of hiftory. 

•»«* The Catholics who admitted the baptifm of heretics, repeated 
Jhe rite, or, as it was afterwards ftyled, the facrament of confirma- 
tion, to which they afcribed many myftic and marvellous preroga- 
tivcfs, both vifible and invi&ble* See Chordqp, bift. des Saciemens, 
fpm, V p. 405— 55a- 

the 
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CHAP. th« f rlftks, to tht dthmdiM of b& Aatirc bnd i 
he fdidted the dangerouB aid of the R^maW, 


iirho poiTefTed Africa, and a pan of the Spai^ 
coafl; and Ins holy ambaflador^ the archbifliop 
Leander^ effe£ttially negotiated in peiibn with 
the Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Ca^ 
tholics trete cruflied by the aftive diligence of a 
monarch who commanded the troops and trea- 
fores of Spain ; and the guilty Hermenegild^ ;?fter 
his vain attempts to refift or to efcape, was com- 
pelled to furretider himfetf into the bands of an 
incenfed father* Leovigild was ftill mindAii of 
that facred character ;. and the rebel, defpoiled of 
the regal ornaments, was ftill permitted, in a 
decent exile, to profefs the Catholic religion. 
His repeated and unfuccefsful treafons at length 
pi*ovoked the indignation of the Gothic king ; 
arid the fefttence of death, which he pronoxmced 
with apparent reluftance, was privately executed 
in the tower of Seville. The inflexible conflancy 
with which he refufed to accept the AHan com- 
munion, as the price of his fafety, may excufe 
• the honours that have been paid to the memory 
of St. HermenegUd. His wife and infant fon 
were detained by the Romans in ignominious 
captivity : and this domeftic misfortune tamiffi- 
ed the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the 
jfaft moments of his life, 
nondf"' Pfis fon and fucceffor, Recared, the firfl Ca- 

Kecared tholic king of Spain, had imbibed the feith of 
Vifigotha his unfortunate brother, which he fupgorted with 
P^l^o? ^^^ prudence and fucccfs. Inflead of revolting 
586-^589. againit 


agaiiift his father, Recated ]pati6htly expefted the c H a P. 
hour of his death. Inftead of condemning hi$ ^^^^ 
memofy, he pioufly fuppofed, that the dying 
monarch had abjured the errors of Arianifm, and 
retofifitneflded to his foh the converiion of the 
Gothic nation. To accomplilh that falutary end, 
Recared convened an affenibly of the Arian clergy 
and nobles, declared hitnfelf a Catholic, and ex- 
Jiorted them to imitate the example of their prince. 
The laborious interpretation of doubtful texts, of 
the curious purfiiit of metaphyfical arguments, 
•would have excited an endlefs controverfy ; and 
the luonarch difcreetly propofed to his illiterate 
audience, two fiibftantial and vifible arguments, 
the teftimotty of Earth, and of Heaven. The 
Eartb had fubrtiitted to the Nicene fynod : the 
Romans, the Barbarians, ali4 the inhabitants of 
Spain, tinanimoufly profeffed the fame orthodox 
creed ; and the Vifigoths refifted, almoft alone, 
the confent of the Chriftian world. A fuperfti- 
tious age was prepared to reverence, as the tefiU 
ynony of Heavdtj the preternatural cures, which 
were performed by the fkill or virtue of the Ca- 
jtholic clergy; the baptifmal fonts of Offet in 
Pcetica'*% which were fpontaneoufly replcniflied 


»9 OlTet, or Julia Conftantia, was oppofite to Seville, on Uic 
orthetn fide of the Boetis (Plin. Hii^. Natur. iii. 3.) : and the au- 
thentic reference of Gregory of Tours (Hift. Francor. I. vi. c 43. 
jp. ,a88*) deferves more credit than the name of Lufitania (de Gloria 
Martyr, c. 24. )» which has been eagerly embraced by the vain and 
fiiperftitious Portuguefe (Ferreras, Hilt. d*£fpagne> torn. ii« p. i66.)» 


each 
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xx^ai^ each year, on the vigil of Eafter ""^ j and the 
miraculous fhrine of St. Martin of Tours, which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and peo- 
ple of Gallicia'^'. The Catholic king encoun- 
tered fome difficulties on this important change 
of the national religion. A confpiracy, fecretly 
fomented by the queen- dowager, was formed 
againft his life ; and two counts excited a dan- 
gerous revolt in the Narbonnefe Gaul. But Re- 
cared difarmed the confpirators, defeated the 
rebels, and executed fevere juftice ; which the 
Arians, in their turn, plight brand with the 're- 
proach of perfecution. Eight bifhops, whofe 
names betray their Barbaric origin, abjured their 
errors ; and all the books of Arian theology were 
reduced to alhes, with the houfe in which they 
had been purpofely cpllefted. The whole body 
of the Vifigoths and Suevi were allured or driven 
into the pale of the Catholic communion ; the 
faith, at leaft of the rifmg generation, was fer- 
vent and fincere ; and the devout liberality of 
the Barbarians enriched the churches and . monaf- 
teries of Spain. Seventy bifhops, aflembled in 
the council of Toledo, received the fubmiffion of 
|Lheir conquerors ; and the zeal of the Spaniards 
improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the pro* 

*3o This miracle was ikilfully performed. An Arian king fealed 
the doors, and dug a deep trench round the church, without being 
able to intercept the Eafter fupply 6f baptifmal water. 

»J» Fcrreras (tom. ii. p. 168—175. A.^D. 550.) has illuflrated 
the difficulties which regard the time and circumftances of the con- 
verfion of the Snevi. They had been recently United by Leovigild 
t9 the Gothic i^onarchjf of Spain. 

9 ceffion 
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ceffion of the Holy Ghoft, from the Son, as well ^ HA p. 
as ■from the Father ; a weighty point of do£trine, ^S^>,r^ 
which produced, long afterwards, the fchifm of 
the Greek and Latin churches '^*. The royal 
profelyte immediately fainted and confulted pope 
Gregory, fumamed the Great, a learned and 
holy prelate, whofe reign was diftinguiflied by the 
converfion of heretics and infidels. The ambaf- 
fadors of Recared refpefltfully offered on the 
threfhold of the Vatican his rich prefents of gold 
and gems : they accepted, as a lucrative ex- 
change, the hairs of St. John the Baptift ; a 
crofs, which inclofed a fmall piece of the true 
wood ; and a key, that contained fome particles 
of iron which had been fcraped from the chains 
of St. Peter *". 

The fanie Gregory, the fpiritual conqueror of Conver- 
Britain, encouraged the pious Theodelinda, queen Lombards 
of the Lombards, to propagate th^ Nicene of Italy, 
faith among the viftorious favages, whofe recent &c, ' ^^^ 
Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herefy* 
Her devout labours ftill left room for the induf- 
try and fuccefs of future miffionaries j and many 
cities of Italy were ftill difputed by hoftile bifhops* 
But the caufe of Arianifm was gradually fup- 
preffed by the weight of truth, ofintereft, and of 
example; and the contoverfy, which Egypt had 

13^ This addition' to the NicenCy or rather the ConftantinopolitaA 
creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A. D. 653 ; 
but it was expreffive of the popular dodlrine (Gerard Voflius, torn, 
vi. p. 527. dc tribus SymboUs). 

^2 See Gregor. Magn. 1. vii. epift. i26« apud Baronium, Annal. 
Ecclef. A, D. 599, N' aj, %6* 

> 
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x^m derived from the Platoiuc fchool, wa$ termin^N 
K^fT^Y-^^^ ed, after a war of three hundred years, by the 

final converiion of the Lombards of Italy ''*. 
Perfccu- The firft miffionarics who preached the gofpel 
jews^in to the Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of 
^^a'^d reaf^n* and claimed the benefit of toleration "'-r 
612—7x2. But no Iboner had they eftablilhed their fpiritual 
dominion, than they exhorted the Chriftian kings 
to extirpate, without metcy, the remains of Ro- 
man or Barbsuic fuperftition. The fucceffors of 
Clovis infiifted one hundred lafhes on tlxe peafants 
who refufed to deftroy their idols ; the crime of 
facrificing to the daemons was puniUied by the 
Anglo-Saxon laws with the heavier penalties of 
imprifonment and confifcation ; and even the 
wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty, 
the extreme rigour of the Mofctic inftitutiens '^\ 
But the punifhment, and the crime, were gra- 
dually aboliflied among a Chriftian people : the 
theological difputcs of the fchools were fufpend* 
ed by propitious ignorance ; and the intolerant 
fpirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he- 

. »»4 Paul Waracfrid (dc Geftis Itsngobard. U :v. c* 44, p. gjj. 
edit. Grcft.) ^.Hiiws that Arianifm ftill prevailed uoUcr the rej^n of 
Jlotljaris (A. D. 63^*— 65 a.)* ^ ^^ pious Deacon does hot attempt to 
mark the preetfe ara of the national coni/^rfion, whieh was accom- 
pliihed» hWevcFf belbce tHe -ead ^ iAie fev^Qth ccnuury. 

*'5 Quorum fidei ct Gonverlioni ita congratulatus efle ttx pcrhi- 
betur, ut nullum taihen cogerct ad Chriftianifmum. . . , Didicerat 
cnim a do^toribus aui^dribuiqae &9e falatie , fervttiu m CfaFtftl volun • 
tarium not) coadtitium effe d«bere. Bedag Hift. Bccl^aftic. ). 1. 
C. 2^ p. 6^; edft. Smith. 

^^ See the Hiftorians of France, torn. iv. p. 114.; aiid Wilkifis,- 
Leges Aiiglo^SaxGnka^, p. if. 5x. Siqu)« facrlficium immc^averit 
prs&ter Deo foil morte moriatur, 

rctics^ 
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ttik$9 was tedwed to the perfecution of the ^^m 
Jews. That exiled lutioa bad fpuoded fome 
fyn^^ogUes in the cities of Gaul ; but Spain, 
&mt the time of Hadrian, was filled with thdbr 
numerous colonies '^^ The wealth which they 
aceufiiulated by trade^ and the management of 
the 6nances^ invited the'|»ous avarice of theiir 
mailers; and they might be oi^eifed without 
danger^ as they hiul loft the ufe, and even^ the re* 
membrance, of arms. Sifebut, a Oothic king, 
who reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen-* 
tury, proceeded at oace to the lafl: exiren:ics of 
periecution *^. Ninety thoufend Jews were com- 
pelled to receive the facrament of haptiim ; the 
fortunes of the ohilinate infidels were cpnfifcated, 
their bodies were tortured; and it feems doubt- 
ful whether they were permitted to abandon their 
native country. The exceffive zeal of the Ca- 
tholic king was moderated, even by the clergy of 
Spain^ who fol^mnly pronounced an inconfifteni: 
fentence : that the facraments fibould not be for- 
cibly impofed ; but tbat the Jews who had been 
baptized ihould be conftrained, for the honour ojF 
the church, to perfevere in the external praftice 

n? The Jews pretend that they were introduced into Spain by the 
fleets of Solomon, and the arms of Nebuchadnezzar ; that Hadrian 
traafported forty tbcuifand families of the tnbe of Jadah* and ten 
thoufand of the tribe of Bei^i^mio^ &p. Baftage, Hift. dfis Juift, 
torn. vii. c. 9. p. 240—256. 

>3S Ifidtire, at that tioie archbjftop of SevSlcy mentietia, di&p- 
proves, and i^ongratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. Goth* 
p. 728). naronius (A. B. 614. N<> 41.} affigns the number oji the! 
evidence of Aimom (1. iv. c. 22.) : but the evidence is weak, and 
I have not been able to verify the quotation (Hifterians of France^ 
torn. iii. p. 127.). 

of 


304 THE DECLINE ANlJ' FALL 

CHAP, of a religion which they difhelieved and deteftedj 
Their frequent rehpfes provoked one of the fuc- 
ceffors of Sifebut to banifli the whole nation from 
his dominions ; and a council of Toledo pub* 
liihed a decree, that every- Gothic king fhould 
fwear to maintain this faldtary edift. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the viftims, 
whom they delightied to torture, or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious Haves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreflion. The 
Jews ftill continued in Spain, under the weight 
of the civil and ecclefiaftical laws, which in the 
fame country have been faithfully tranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings 
and bifhops at length difcovered, that injuries 
will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fq:ret or 
"profeffed enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied 
in fervitude, and diftrefs ; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefs of the Ara- 
bian conquerors '^^ 

Conclu- As foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 

powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fition : the eftablifhment of an obfcure doftrine 
fuggefted new queftions, and new difputes \ and 
' it was always in the power of an ambitious pre- 
late, or a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of J 

'39 Bafnage (torn. viii. c. 13. p. 38?— 400 ) faithfully reprefents 
the ftate of the Jews : but he might hare added from the canons of , 
the Spanifti councils, and the laws of the Vifigoths, many curious 
circumftances, effential to his fubjeftv though they are foreign to 
mine. 

the 
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the church, and, perhaps, of the empire. The ^SJKJ' 
hiftorian of the empire may overlook thofe dif- 
putes which were confined to the obfcurity of 
fchools and fyhdds; The Mairichseans, who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chrift and of 
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced themfelves intd 
the provinces : biit thefe foreign feftaries were 
involved in the coitinion difgrace of the Gnoftics, 
slnd the Imperial laws were executed by the pub- 
lic hatred. The rational opiriions of the Pela- 
gians were propagated from Britain to Rome, 
Africa, and Paleftirie, and filently expired in a 
fuperftitioui age. But the Eaft was diftrafted by 
' the Neftorian and Eutychian controverfies ; which 
attempted to explain the myftery of the incarna- 
tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriftianity in her 
native land. Thefe controverfies were firft agi- 
tated under the reign of the younger Theodofius : 
but their important cbnlequences extend far be- 
yond the limits of the prefent volume. The me- 
taphyfical chain of argument, the contejls of ecr 
clefiaftical ambition^ and their political influence 
on the decline of the IByzantine empire, may 
afford an interefting and inftruftive feries of hif- 
tory, from the general councils of Ephefus and 
Chaicedon, to the conqueft of the Eaft by the 
fucceffors of Mahomet.' 


Vox-. VI. 
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CHAP, xxxvin. 

Reign and Converjion of Cl&vis^ — Hir ViSlaries over 
the Alemannij Burgundians^ and Vijigoths^ — E/ta- 
hlijhment of the French Monarchy in GauL — Laivs 
of the Barbarians^ — State of the Romans. — The 
Vifigoths of Spain.: — Conquejl of Britain by the Sax^ 
ons* 

GHAP. 'TpHE Gauls/, who impatiently fupported the 

^^^^^^^ Roman yoke, received a^ memorable IdSbti 

The revo- from one of the Keutenanta. of Vefpafian^ whofe 

Gaul?''^ weighty fenfe has been, refitted and expreffed 

by the genius of Tacitus*. ** The proteftioCD 

*' of the repubKc has delivered Gaul from intcr- 

** nal difcord, and foreign invafions.. I&y the 

" lofs of national independence, you have acquir- 

"edthe name and privileges of Roman citizens. 

^' You enjoy, in common with ourielves, the 

** permanent benefits of civil government; and 

" your remote fituarion is Icfs expofed to the 

" accidental mifchiefs of tyranny. Inftead of. 

■ In this chapter I ihall draw my quotations from the Recueil dcs 
Hiftoriens des Gaules et de la France, Paris, laaS-^xydy, in elevea 
vohimet in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet, tnd the other 
Benediflines, all the original teilimonies, as far as A. D. xo6o, are^ 
difpofed in chronological order, and illuftrated with leamod notes. 
Such a Rational work, which will be continued to the year isoo^ 
might provoke our emulation. 

» Tacit; Hift. iv. 73 j 74. ii^ torn. i. p. 445- To abridge Ta* 
dtus, would indeed be prefumptuous : but I may feledt the general^ 
. ideas which ha^applies to the prefeni fiate and future revolutions oC~ 
GauL 

" exerci&ij^^ 
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" exercifing the rights of conqueft, we have been xxxvinl 
** contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi- v-^-v-'*.^ 
" fite for your own prefervation. Peace cannot 
" be fecured without armies ; and armies muft 
"be fupporte'd at the expence of the people. 
" It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 
" guard the barrier of the Rhine againft the 
" ferocious Germans, who have fo often attempt- 
" cd, and who will always defire, to exchange 
" the folitude of their woods and moraffes for the 
" wealth and fertility of GauL The fall of Rome 
" would be fatal to the provinces ; and you would 
" be buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric, 
" which has been raifed by the valour and wif- 
" dom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary 
" freedom would be infulted and opprefTed by a 
" favage matter ; and the expulfion of the Ro- 
" mans would be fucceeded by the eternal hofti- 
" lities of the Barbarian conquerors \** This 
falutary advice was accepted, and this ftrange 
prediftion was accompliflied. In the fpace of 
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had 
encountered the arms of Caefar, were impercep- 
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 
fubjeflts : the Weftern empire was difTolved ; and 
the Germans, who had pafled the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the poffefEon of Gaul, and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 
poliflied inhabitants. With that confcious pride 

< £adem Temper cauia Germanis tranfcendendt in Gallias libido 
atque avaritix et mutandss fedis amor ; ut reHdis paludibus et foli- 
tttdtnibus fuis^ fectindiffimum hoc foium vofque ipfos fofliderent. 
• . . Nam pulfis Romanis quid aliud quam betta omniiim inter fc 
gentium exfiftent ? 

X 2 which / 
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XX XVI u ^^'^^^ ^^^ pre-eminence of knowledge and lu^f- 
v.i^^v-^-^ ury feldom fails to infpire, they derided the haify 
and gigantic favages of the North; their ruftic 
manners, diflbnant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, eqiially difgufting to the 
fight and to the fmell. The liberal fludies were 
ftill cultivated in the fchook of Autun and Bor- 
deaux ; and the language of Cicero and Virgri 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aflonifhed by the harfli and unknown fouiids 
of the Germanic dialeft, and they ingenioufly 
lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmtony of a Burgundian lyre* The Gauls were 
endowed with all the advantages of art and nature ; 
but as they wanted courage to defend them, they 
were juftly condemned to obey, and even to flat- 
ter, the victorious Barbarians, by whofe clemency 
they held their pi-ecarious fortunes and their 
lives *. 
^^^ As foon as Odoacer had extinguifhed the Weft- 

king of the ern empire, he fought the friendfhip of the moft 
A^D.^' powerful of the Barbarians. The new foverdgri 
476—485. of Italy refigned to Euric, king of the Vifigoths, 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean ^ : and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with. fome oftenta- 
tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve* 


•i'*W>,- 


4 SidoiilusApollinaris ridicules, with afFw^ed wtand plcafentryi 
the hafdlhips of his fituation (Carm. xii. in torn. i. p. Sn.). 

5 See Procopius de BeU. Gothica, 1. i. c. ia. in torn. ii. p. 31. 
The chara(fter of Grotius inclines me to bcUeve, that be has not 
fubftituted the R/fine for the ^i^ofie (Hift. Gothonim, p, 1 fs.) With- 
out the authori,(y:Of forae MS. 

■ flue 
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Hue or dominion. The lawful pretenfioHS of c H A P. 

XXXVHIi 

Eurie were juftified by ambition and fuccefs ; and 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com- 
mand, to the monarchy of Spain and GauL Aries 
and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms : he op- 
preffed the freedom of Auvergne ; and die bifhop 
condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile by 
a tribute of juft, biit reluftant, praifet Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of ambafladors and fuppliants; and their 
various bufmefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted 
the power, and the renown, of the king of the 
Vifigoths* The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies with its caerulean co- 
lour, implored his proteftion; and the SaxoM 
refpedled the maritime provinces of a prince, who 
was deftitute of any naval force. The tall Bur- 
gundians fubmitted to his authority ; nor did he 
reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on 
that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 
The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful friend- 
fliip ; and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fup- 
ported by his powerful aid againft the oppreffion 
of the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch are 
tl)e lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap- ^ 
peafed, by the nod of Euric; the great king of 
Perfia confulted the oracle of the Weft ^ and the 
^ged god of the Tyber was protedied by the fwell- 
ing genius of the Garonne ^. The fortune of na- 
tions has often depended on accidents ; and 

6 Sidonius, 1. viii. cpift^ 3. 9. in torn. i. p. 800. Jornandes (dc 
Re'bns Geticis, e. 47* p. 63o.) jufti^tes, in fome meafure^ this por« 
;trait of the Gothic hero. 

X 3 France 
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CHAP. France may afcribe her greatnefs to the premature 
v^f^^y^ death of the Gothic king, at a time when his fon 
Alaric w^ an helplefs infant, ^nd his adverfary 
Glovis ^ an ambitious and yaliant youth. 
CI0VI8 While Childeric, the father of Glovis, lived an 

Vranks^^ cxile in Germany, he was hofpitably entertained 
A. D. by the queen, as well as by the Wng, of the 
ThuringianB. After his reftoration, Bafma efcaped 
from her hulband's bed to the arms of her 
lover ; freely declaring, that if fhe had known a 
man wifer, ftronger or more beautiful, than Ghil- 
deric, that man Ihould have been the objeft of 
her preference ^ Glovis was the offspring of this 
voluntary union ; and, when he was no more than 
fifteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father's 
death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom^ were confined to 
the ifland of the Batavians, with the ancient dio- 
cefes of Tournay*and Arras '^; and at the bap- 


7 I ufe the familiar appellation of Qav/s, from the Latin CA^o^ove 
chusy or Chiodovauj. But the Cb expreifts only the German afpira- 
tion ; and the true name is not did'ercrtt from Ltuium. or Le*wU 
(Mem. de T Academic dcs Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 6S.)- 

s Greg. T uron. 1. ii. c. 12. in torn. i. p. x68. Bafina fpeaks 
the language of Nature : the Franks, who had fcen her in their 
youth, might converfe with Gregory in their old age 5 and the 
biiho(f of Tours could not wifh to defame the mother of the firft 
(pbriftian ki) g. 

9 The Abb^ Dubos (Hift. Critique dc rEtabliflcipent de la Mo- 
marchie Francois dans les Gaules, torn. i. p. 630— -650.). has the 
merit of defining the primitive kingdom of CloTis, andof alcfrtain* 
ing the genuine number of his fubjc^. 

«> Ecclefiam incultam ac ncgligcntia civium Paganorum pr«tcr- 
miflam, vcprinm defitate oppletaro, &c. Vit. St. Vedafti, in torn. iii - 
p. 372. This defcription fuppofes that Arras wat pofielTcd by the 
Pagansi many years before the baptiiha of Clovis. 
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of Clovis> lihc noraber of his ^vwwiors could ^j?^^!!^* 
not exceed five thpufiuid. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks, who had feated themfelves along the 
fielgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meufe, the Mo* 
felle, and the Rhine, were goremed by their in*, 
dependent kings, of the Merovingian race; the 
equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of 
the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obeyed, 
in peace, the hereditary jurifdidion of their chiefs, 
were free to follow the flandard of a popular and 
yidorious general ; and the fuperior merit <tf 
Clovis attra&ed the refped and allegiance of the 
national confederacy. When he firit tocdc the 
field, he had neither gold and filver in his co£Fers, 
nor wine and com in his magazines": but he 
imitated the example of Ca&far, who, in the f^xap 
country, had acquired weahh by the fword, and 
|iurchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqu^ 
After each fuccefsful batde or ei^editbn, the fpoils 
were accumulated in one common mafs ; every 
warrior received his proportionable ihare, and the 
royal prerogative fubmitted to the equal regular- 
dons of military law. The untamed fpirit of the 
Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ad* 
vantages of regular difcipline^\ At the annual re- 

<* Gregory of Toura (1. v. c. i. in torn. ii. p.a$%,) contraftsthe 
poverty of Cloyit with the wealth of his-grandfon^. Yet Remigius 
(in torn. IT. p. 5».) mentions his patfrnas ofes^ as fufRcient for the 
redemfption of captives. 

«* See Gregory (1. ii. c. a7. 37. in torn. ii. p. 17 $• i8x. itA.)« 
The famoiAB ftory of the vafe of Soiifons explains both the power 
and the charadler of Clovis. As a point of controverfy, it has been 
ftrangely tortured by Boulainvillier8,Dubo8> and the other political 
Ii9ti^u»ria99« 
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xixviu ^'^^ ^^ ^^ month of March, their arms were 


dlKgently infpcfted ; and when they travcrfed a 
peaceful territory, they were prohibited from 
touching a blade of grafs. The juftice of Clovis 
was inexorable ; and his carelefs or difpbedient 
foldiers were punifhed with inftant death. It 
would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a 
Frank ; but the valour of Glovis was direfted by 
cool and confummate prudence *\ In all his 
tranfa£bions with mankind, he calculated the 
weight of intereft, of paifion, and of opinion; 
and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the 
fanguinary manners of the Germans, and fome- 
times moderated by the milder genius of l^me, 
and Chriftianity. He was intercepted in the 
career of viftory, fince he died in the forty-fifth 
year jof his age •/ but he had already accompliflied, 
in a reign of thirty years, the eftablilhpent of thp 
French monarchy in Gaul. 
His vie- The firft exploit of. Clovis was the defeat of 

ly^rius! Syagrius, the fon of iEgidius ; and the public 
^£>.4S6« quarrel might, on this occafion, be inflamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
infulted the Merovingian race ; the power of the 
fon might excite, the jealous ambition gf the king 
of the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo- 
nial eftate, the city and diocefe of Soiffons : the 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic, Rheima 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Anuens, virould na^ 

« The duke of Nivernois, a noble ftatcfman, who has managed 
weighty and delicate negociationsi ingenioufly illuftratcs (Mem,, 
dc I'Acad. des Infcriptlons, torn. xx. p. 147—184) the political 
iyftem of Clovis. 

turaUY 
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turally fubmit to the count or patrician '* ; and chap. 

• * XXXVIII 

aftej the diflblution of the Weftem empire, he 
might reign with the title, or at leaft with the 
authority, of king of the Romans '^ As a Ro- 
man, he had been educated in the liberal ftudies 
of rhetoric and jurifprudence ; l)ut he was air 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufc 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar- 
barians reforted to the tribunal of a ftranger, who 
poffeffed the fmgular talent of explaining, in their 
native tongue, the dictates of reafon and equity^ 
The diligence and aiFability^ of their judge ren- 
dered him popular, the impartial wifdom of his 
ilecrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and 
ike reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu- 
tion of civil fociety '*. In the midft of thefe 
peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and 
boldly accepted, tl\e hoftile defiance of Cl6vi$; 
who challenged his rival in the fpirit, and al- 
moft in the language, of chivalry, to appoint the 

^ M, Bict (in a Diflcrtation which deferved the prize of the Aca- 
demy of Soiflbns,] p. 178— »«6.) has accumtely defined the nature 
and extent of th^ kingdom of Syagrivis, and hi» father; but he too 
jrc^dihy allows the flight evidence of Dybo3 (tpip. ii. P»^4t'570 to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens. 

*s I may obferve thatFredegarius, in his Epitome of Gregory 
pf Tours (torn. ii. p. 398.}, has prudently fufiftituted the name of 
patriciuj for the incredible title of Rex Romanorum, 

^* Sidonius (1. y. epift. 5. in torn. i. p. 794»)> y^o ftiles him the 
Solon, the Amphion of the Barbarians, addreifes thi^ imaginary 
iking in the tone of friendfhip and equality. From fuch ofiBces of 
arbitration, the crafty Dejoces had raifcd himfelf to the throne c^f 
the Me<i!e»(Herodot. 1. i. c. 96-^xoo.)« 
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xxxvin ^^y> ^^^ *^ ^^^^ '^' ^^ battle* In the time of 
Caefar, Soiffons would have poured forth a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; aad fuch ;an army might 
have been plentifully fupplied with fei^ds, cui* 
raffes, and military engines, from the three arfe-r 
nals, or manufaftures of the city^*» But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long fince exhaufted ; and the loofe bands of vo* 
iunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius, were incapable pf contend- 
ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without fome more accu- 
wtte knowledge of his ftrength and refoiuxcs, to 
^condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, who efcapcd^ 
after the lofs of a battle, to the difl^t court of 
Thouloufe, The feeble minority of Alaric could 
not affift, or proteft, an unfortunate fugitive ; the 
pufiUanimous '^ Goths were intimidated by the me- 
naces of Cloyis; and the Roman kingj after a fliort 
confinement, was delivered into the hands of the 
executioner. The Belgic cities furrendered to thf 
king of the Franks ; and his donunipns were en- 


n Campirai fibi pracplrari juflit • M. Bict (p. aa6— 25 1 .) has dili- 
gently tfcertaincd thisfield of battle, at Nogent, aBenedidine abbef ^ 
'about ten miles tothe north of Soiffons. The ground was marked 
by a circle of Pagan fepulchrcs; and Clovis bcftowed the adjacebt 
lands of Leuilly and Coucy on the church of Rhetms. 

^ See Cdcfar. Comment, de Bell. Qallic. ii. 4. in torn. i. p. 220. 
and the Notitiae, tom.i. p. i»6. The three pahrlea of SoifibDs 
were, Scutariot Salj^aria^ and Clinaharia, T^e laft fuppjled the 
complete armour of the teavy cuirafliers. 

«9 The epithet mull be confined toithe circumftances ; and hifr 
tory cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregory (L ii. c a;, in 
torn. ii. p. 175.^ ut Gothorum paver* »?w eft. -jf^** 
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larged towards the Eaft by the ample diocefe of S ^^j ^* 
Tongres *% which Clovis fubdued in the tenth year ^^-^^^^ 
of his reign. 

The mme of the Alemanni has been abfurdly Defeat 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on the miflionof 
banks of the Leman lake*'. That fortunate diftrift* *^« ^ic- 

1 1 iH manni, 

from the lake to Avenche, and Mount Jura, was a. d. 496. 
occu|Med by the Burgundians ". The northern 
parts of Helvetia had indeed been fubdued by the 
ferocious Alemanni, who deftroyed with their owa 
hands the fruits of their co;iqueft. A province, 
improved and adorned by the arts of Rome, was 
agaia reduced to a favage wildemefs ; and fome 
yeftige of the (lately Vindoniffa may ftill be dif- 
covered in the fertile and populous valley of the 
Aar*% ^ From the fojirce of the Rhine, to its con* 

flux 


^ Dubqs has fatisfied mc (torn. i. p. 177'— 2S6O ^^t Gre^orj ojp 
Tours, his trapfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounded 
the German kingdom of Ihuringiay beyond the Rhine, and the Gal- 
lic city of Tongria, on the Meufe, which was more anciently the 
country of the Eburones, and more recently the dioceie of Liege. 

^1 Populi habitantes juxta Lemanmum lacum, Alemanni dicuntur. 
Scrvius, ad Virgil. Georgic, iv. 278. Dom. Bouquet (torn. i. p. 
^17.) has only aUedged the more recent and corrupt text of liidore 
of Seville. 

^ Gregory of Tours fends St Lupicinns inter ilia Jurenfis de- 
ferti fecreta, qux, inter Burgi^ndiam Alamanniamque fita, Aven- 
ticae adjacent clvitati, in torn, i. p. 648. M. de Watteville (Hift. 
de la Confideratton Helvetique, torn. i. p. 9, zo.) has accurately- 
defined the Helvetian limits of the dutchy of Alemannia^ and the 
Tranjurane Burgundy. They were cominenfurate with the dioceies 
of Conftapce and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are ftill difcriminated» 
in modern Switzerland* by the ufe of the German, or French » 
language. 

^ See Giiilliman. de Rebus Helveticis, L i- c. ;. p. xx« x»« 
^^n the ancient walls of Vindoniflai the caftle of Habfburgh, the 

' . ■ * abbey 
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« 
1 * 

CHAP, flux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the formidable 
fwarms of the Alemanni commanded either fide 
of the river, by the right of ancient pofleffion, or 
• recent viffcory. They had fpread themfejves into 
^Gaul, over the modern provinces of Ahace and 
\ Lorraine ; and their bold invafion of the kingdom 
of Cologne fummoned the Salic prince to the de- 
fence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis encountered 
the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, about 
twenty-four miles from Cologne ; and the two 
fierccft nations of Germany were mutually ani- 
mated by the meinory of pall exploits, and the 
profpeft of future greatnefs. The Franks, after an 
obftinate ftruggle, gave way ; and the Alemanni, 
raifing a Ihout of viftory, impetuoufly prefled their 
retreat. But the battle was reftored by the valour, 
the conduft, and perhaps by the piety, of Clovis ; 
and the event of the bloody day decided for ever 
the alternative of empire or fervitude. The laft 
king of the Alemanni was flain in the field, and his 
people were flaughtered and purfued, till they threw 
down their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the 
conqueror. Without difcipline it was impoffible 
for them to rally ; they had contemptuoufly de- 
molifhed the walls and fortifications which might 
have protefted their diftrefs; and they were fol- 
lowed into the heart of jtheir forefts, by an enemy, 


abbey of Konigsficld, and the town of Bruck, have fucccflivcly 
artfen. The philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of 
Roman conqueft» of feudal or Auftrian tyranny, of ihonkifli fuper* 
ftition, and of induftrions freedom. If he be truly a philofopheca 
he will applajud the merit and happincfs of his own tirne^. 

I not 
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not lefs aftive, or intrepid, than themfelves. The ^-yyviu 
great Theodoric congratulated the vidory of Vi,,r-y-^ 
Clovis, whofe fifter Albofleda the king of Italy 
had lately married; but he mildly interceded 
with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and 
fugitives, who had implored his protedionw 
"The Gallic territories, which were poffeffed by 
;the Alemanni, became the prize of their con_- 
jqueror; and the haughty nation, invincible, ov 
rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged 
the fovereignty of thfe Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutions, under the government 
of official, and, at length, of hereditary dukes. 
After the conquefl of the Weftern provinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations 
I beyond the Rhine. They gradually fubdued, and 
civilifed, th^ exhaufted countries, as far as the 
Elbe, and the mountains of Bohemia; and the 
peace of Europe was fecured by the obedience of 
Germany *^ 

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis con* Convcr- 
tlnued to worfliip the gods of his anceftors *^ aovts. 

His A.D.496. 

H Gregory of Tours (1. ii. 30, 37 in torn, ii, p. 176, 177. 182. )> 
the Gcfta Francornm (in torn. ii. p. 551.) and the epiftle of Theo- 
doric (CaiTiodor. Variar. 1. ii. c.41. in torn- i v. p. 4-)> reprefent 
the defe.t of the Alemanni. Some of their tribes fettled iu Rhaetia, 
under the protection of Theodoric ; whofe fucceffors ceded the 
colony and their country to the grand fon of Clovis. The ftate of 
jthe Alemanni under the Merovingian kings, may be feen in Mafcou 
(Hift. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8,&c. Annotation xxxvi.) and 
Guilliraan (de Reb. Helvet. 1. ii. c. 10 — la. p. 72—80.). 

*s Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fuppofes that Clovis worfhipped 
the gods of Greece and Rome. The fail is incredible, and the 

miftake 
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CHAP. His ' difbelief, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity, 
might encourage him to pillage with kfs remorfe 
the churches of an hoftile territory : but his fub- 
jefiks of Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of reHgiouis 
worfhip; and the bilhops entert^ed a more fa- 
Tourable hope of the idolater, than of the here- 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contrafted a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the king of Burgundy, who, in the midfl of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profeflion of the 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty, to atchieve the converfion** of a Pagan 
hufband; and Clovis infenfibly liftened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per- 
haps fuch terms had been previoufly ftipulated) 
to the baptifm of his eldeft fon ; and though the 
fudden death of the infant excited fome fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Chriftians ; and vic- 
tory difpofed him to hear, with refpe6tful grati- 


miilake only fhews how completely^ in lefs than a century, the 
national religion of the Franks had been abolifhed, and even for-* 
igotten. 

^ Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and converfion tji 
Clovis (l.ii. c. 28 — 31. in torn. ii. p. 175—178.). Even Fredc- 
garius, or the namclefs Epitomizer (in torn, ii p. 398 — ^40Oe), the 
author of the Gefta Francorum (in torn. ii. p. 548-*552.), and 
Almoin himfelf (1. i, c 13. in tom. iii. p. 37 — ^40.), may be heard- 
iivithout di£dain. Tradition might long preferve fome curiofis Cir-^ 
cumftances of thefe important tranfa^ions. 

tudc. 
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fade, the eloquent *^ Remegius **, bifliop of CHAR 
Rheims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and 
fpiritual advantages of his converfionr The king 
declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic faith ; and the political reafons which might 
have fufpended his public profeflion, were re- 
moved by the devout or loyal acclamations of the 
Franks, who jihewed themfelves alike prepared to 
follow their heroic leader, to the field of battle, or 
to the baptifmal font* The important ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circumftance of magnificence and folemnity, 
that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on the: 
minds of its rude profelytes *^. The new Coor 
ftantine was immediately baptifed, with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubjeds^ and their ex- 

»7 A traveller wha returned from Rheims to Auvcrgne, had 
ftolen a copy of his Declamations from the fecretary orbookfeller of 
the modeft archbiihop (Sidoniiis Apollinar. I. ix. epift. 7.). Foup 
epiftles of Remigiiis, which are ftill extant (in torn. iv. p. 51, 52^ 
53.)^ do not crtrrefpond with the fplcndid praife of Sidonius. 

^s. Hlncmar, one of the fucceflbrs of Remigius. A. D. 845-* 
8Sa.). has compofed his life (in torn, iii^ p. 373 — 380.)' The au- 
thority of aocientMSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire forae 
confidence, which is dcflroyed, however, by the felfiih and auda- 
cious fi^ions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius,. 
wha was confccrated' at the age of twenty-two (A.D. 457 ), filled 
the cpilcopal chair feventy^our years. (Pagi Critics, in fiarom 

tom.ii. p-384. 5T»)« 

^ A vial (the Sainte Ampoidle) of holy, or rather celeftial oil, 
was brought down by a white dove, for the baptifm of Clovis, and 
it 18 ftill ufed, and renewed, in the coronation of the kings o£ 
Friance. Hincmar (be afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firlt 
author of this fablie (in torn. iii. p. 377.)> whofe flight foundations 
the Abb^ de Vertot (Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions,, 
torn. ii. p.619— 633.) h^s undermined, with profound refpedt, and 
confummatc dexterity*)* 

ample: 


«6 
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^ H A P.. ample was imitated by the remainder of the g^ftk 
Barbarians J who, in obedience to the vidorious 
prelate, adored the crofs which they had bumtj 
and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored ^\ The mind of Clovis was fufceptible of 
tranfient fervour : he was exafperated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the pafflon and death of Chrift ; and^ 
inftead of weighing the falutary confequences of 
that myfterious facrifice^ he exclaimed, with iu- 
difcreet fury, " Had t been prefent at the head 
of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged 
his injuries^*." But the favage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a 
rclijion, which depends on the laborious invefti^ 
gation of hiftoric evidence, an^ fpeculative theo- 
logy. He was ftill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the gofpel, which pcrfuades and 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious reign was a J)erpetual violation . of moral 
and Chrifllan duties; his hands were ftained 
with blood, in peace as ^ell as in: war j and, as 
foon as Clovis had difiriiffed a fynod of the Galil- 
ean church, he calmly affailinated all the princes 
uf the Merovingian racfe ^% Yet the kiAg of \ht 

Franks 

30 Mitis depone cdla, Sicamber w adora quod incendifti, inccndc 
^uod adorafti. Greg. Turon. I.ii. c. 3X' in tom.ii. p. 177. 

3* Si ego ibidem cum Francis mcis fuiffein, itijuriasejusfibdJ- 
•alfem. This rafh ex(»reiron, n^hich Gregory has prudently con- 
cealed, is celebrated by Fredeganus (Epitom. car. in tom.ii. 
p. 400.), Almoin (1. i' c. 16. in torn. iii. p. 40'.)» and the Chroni* 
ques de St* Denys (1. i. e. 40. in torn. iii. p. I7i<}» ^ ^^ adinirabic 
•flfufion of Chriftian zeal. 

J» Gregory (I ii. c. 40 — 43. in torn, ii p. iSs-*iS5.)» after 
ccplly relating the repeated crimes^ and affe^ed rcmorfc, of Clevis^ 

conclude$i 
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Franks might fincerely worihip the Chriftisui c H A p. 
God, as a Being more excellent aiid powerful than 
his national deities ; and the fignal deliverance 
and vidory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis to con- 
fide in the future proteftioh of the Lord of Hofts. 
Martin, the moft popular of the faints, had filled 
the Weftem world with the fame of thofe miracles, 
"which were inceflantly performed at his holy fe- 
pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid 
promoted the caufe of a liberal and orthodox 
prince ; arid the profane remark of Clovis him- 
felf, that St. Martin was an expenfive friend ", 
need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any 
permanent, or rational, fcepticifm. But earth, 
as well as heaven, rejoiced in the converfion of the 
Franks. On the memorable ^ day, when Clovis 
afcended from the baptifmal font, he alone, in 
the Chriftian world, deferved the name and pre- 
rogatives of a Catholic king. The emperor 
Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous errors con- 
cerning the nature of the divine incsimation ; and 
^ the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul, 
were involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft, 
or rather the only fon of the churcli, was ac- 
knowledged by the clergy as their lawfiil fove- 

concludes, perhaps undefignedly, with a kffon, which ambition 
will never hear ; " His ita tranfiKSis . . . obiit/* 

SI After the Gothic vidtory, Clovis made rich offerings to St. 
Martin of Tours. He wiftied to redeem his war-horfc by the gift 
of one hundred pieces of gold; but the enchanted fteed could not 
move from the liable till the price oF his redemption had been 
doubled. This miracti provoked the king to exclaim, Vcrc B. Mar- 
tinus eft bonus in auxilio, fed carus in negotig (Gefta irancorum, 
intom.ii. p. 554j 555)- 

VoL^VI. T reign. 
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ixxvin* ^W^y ^^ glorious deliverer; and the arms of 
w^yiii^ Clovis were ftrenuoufly fupported by the zeal and 

favour of the Catholic faftion ^*. 
Submif. Under the Roman empire, the wealth and iu- 

Arraori.- rifdiftiou of the bifliops, their facred charafter, 
t*' Ko"^ and perpetual office, their numerous dependents, 
troopg, popular eloquence, and provincial affemblies, 
Itc. • 49 7> jj^^ rendered them always refpeftable, and fome- 
limes dangerous. Their influence was aug- 
mented with the progrefs of fuperftition, and the 
eftablifhment of the French monarchy may, in 
fome degree, be afcribed to the firm alliance of 
an hundred prelates, who reigned in the difcon- 
tented, or independent, cities of Gaul. The 
flight foundations of the Annorican republic had 
been repeatedly fliaken, or overthrown ; but the 
fame people fl:ill guarded their domefliic freedom; 
aflerted the dignity of the Roman name; and 
bravely refifl:ed the predatory inroads, and regular 
attacks, of Clovis, who laboured to extend his 
conqueflis frcjm the Seine to the Loire. Their 
fuccefsf ul oppolition introduced an equal ^ and 
. honourable . union. The Franks efl:eemed the va- 
lour of the Armoricans^% and the Armoricans 

34 See the epiftle from pope Anaftafius to the royal convert (in 
torn. iv. p. 50, 51.). Avitus, bifhop of Vienna, addrefled Clovis 
on the fame fiibjcd (p* 49-) » ^"^ many of the Lati obi (hops would 
affure him of tl^cir joy and attachment. 

3s inftead of the ApQo^v^^ », an unknown people, who now appear 
in the text of Frocopius, Hadrian de V?loib has reflorcd the proper 
name of the A^fAoevx'^* > and thiseafy corre(^lionlias been almoft uci- 
verfally approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally 
fuppofe, that Procopius means to defcribe a tribe of Germans in the 
alliance of Rome ; and not a confederacy of Gallic cities, which 
kid revolted from the empire* ^ 

were 
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were reconciled by the religion of the Franks, ^^^yj^' 
The military force which had been ftationed for 
the defence of Gaul, confifted of one hundred dif- 
ferent bands of cavalry or infantry j and thefe 
troops, while they aflumed the title and privileged 
of Roman foldiers, were renewed by an inceffant 
fupply of the Barbarian youth. The extreme for- 
tifications, and fcattered fragments, of the em* 
pire, were flill defended by their hopelefs courage. 
But their ' retreat wasf intercepted, and their com- 
munication was impra6Hcable : they were aban- 
doned by the Grfeek princes of Conflantinople, and 
they pioufly difclaimed all connedion with the 
Arian ufurpers of Gaul. They accepted, without 
Ihanie or^ reluftance, the generous capitulation, 
which was propofed by a Catholic hero ; and this 
fpurious, or legitimate,, progeny of the Roman 
legions, was diflinguifhed in the fucceeding age 
by their arms, their enfigns, and their peculiar 
drefs and inftitutions. But the national flrength 
was increafed by. thefe powerful and voluntary ac- 
ceffions; and the neighbouring kingdoms dread- 
ed the numbers, as well as the fpirit, of the 
Franks. The redudion of the Northern pror 
vinces of Gaul, inftead of being decided by the 
chance pf a fingle battle, appears to have been 
flowly effefted by the gradual operation of war 
and treaty ; and Clovis acquired each objefl: of 
his ambition, by fuch eflForts, or fuch concef- 
lions, as were adequate to its real value. His 
favage character, and . the virtues' of Henry IV. 
fuggeft the mofl: oppofite ideas of hunian nature: 
yet feme refemblance may be found in the litua- 

Y 2 tion 
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CHAP, tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
t_ V T-J their valour, their policy, and the merits of a 

feafonablc conyerliou ^*. 
The Bur- The kingdom of the Burgundi^ns, which was 
gundian defined by the courfe of two Gallic rivers, the 
A.D.499- Saone and the Rhone, extended from the fcreft 
of Vofges to the Alps and the fea of M^rfeiUes ". 
The fceptre was in the hands of Gundobald. 
That valiant and ambitious pri^ce had reduced 
the number of royal candidates by the death of 
two brothers, one of whom was. the father of Clo- 
tilda ^* ; but his imperfeft prudence ftill permitted 
Godegefil, the youngeft of his brothers, to pofiefs 
the dependent principality of, Geneva. The Arian 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the fatisfafHon, 
and the hopes, which feemed to animate his 

?^ Tliis Important digreflion of Proeopius (de Bell. Gothic.], i. 
c. 12. in torn. ii. p. 29—36.) illuftrates the origin of the French 
monarchy. Vet I muft obfcrve, x. That' the Greek hiftorian be- 
trays an inexcufable ignorance of the geography of the Wlcft. 
a. That thcl'e treaties and privileges^ which ihould leave fome laft- 
ing traces, are totally invifibk ia Gregory of Tours,, the Salic 
laws,&c. 

37 Regnum circa Rhodaninn aut Ararim cum provlncia Mafli- 
iicnfi retincbant. Greg. Turon. 1. ii.' c. 32. in torn. ii. p. ^78. 
The province of Marfcillcs, as far as the Durance, was afterwardsL 
ceded to the Oftrogotbs : and the fignaturcs of twenly-five bifhops 
are fuppofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A.D. 519^. 
(Concil. Epaon. in torn. iv. p. 104, 105.). Yet I would except 
Vindoniifa. The bilbop, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, 
would naturally refort to the fynods of the next Cbriftian kingdom. 
M; fcott (in his four firft annotations) has explained many cit-cum- 
ftancts relative to the Burgundian monarchy. 

5» Mafcou (Hift, of the Germans, xi. 10.), who very reafonably 
diftrufts the teftimony of Gregory of Tours, has produced a paflkge 
from Avitus (epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald affeded to depI6re 
the tragic event* which his fubjedts affe^eci to applaud. 
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cl&gy and people, after the' converfion of Clbvfe ; c h a p. 
and Giindobald convened at Lyons an affembly of 
his bifliops, to reconcile, if it wiere poffible, their 
religious and political difcontents. A vain con- 
ference was agitated between the two fafdons. 
The Arians upbraided the Catholics with th6 
worfliip of three Gods : the Catholics defended* 
their caufe bjr theological diftiri£tions; and the- 
ufual arguments, . objeftiofts, and replies, were 
reverberated with obflinate clamour; till the 
king rerealed his fecret apprehenfions, by an 
abrupt but decifive queftion, which he addreffed 
to the orthodox bifhops. ^' If you truly profefs 
the Chriftian religion, why do you not reftraia 
the king of the Franks ? He has declared war 
againft me, and forms alliances with my ene- 
*' mies for my deftrudion. A fanguinary and 
covetous mind is not the fymptom of a fmcere 
converfion: let him fhew his faith by his 
" works/* The anfwer of Avitus, biftiop of 
Vienna, who fpoke in the ' name of His brethren, 
was delivered with the voice and countenance of 
an angel. ** We are i^orant of the motives and 
intentiohs of the king of the Franks : but we 
are taught by fcripture, that the kingdom? 
^* which abandon the divine lajw, are frequently 
fubvertedj and that enemies will arife on every- 
fide againft thofe who have made God their 
enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law 
<* of God, and he will give pfeace airid fecurity to 
" thy dominions/' The king of Burgundy, who 
was* not prepared to accept the condition, which 
the Catholics confidered as efTentisll to*' the treaty, 
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^ H A P. Relayed and difipiffed the e^clefiaftical conference ; 

%^m y mm^ ^fter roproachmg his biOiops, that Clovis, their 
friend and profelyte, had privately tempted the 
allegiance of his brother ^^ 
Vjftoryof The allegiance of his brother was already fe- 
AfD.500. duced; and the obedience of Godegefil, who 
joined the royal ftandard with the troops of Ge- 
neva, more effedually promoted the fuccefs of 
the confpiracy. While the Franks and Burgun- 
dians contended with equal valour, his feafon- 
able defertion decided the even^ of the battle ; 
and as Gundobald was faintly fupported by the 
difafFeded Gauls, he yielded to the arms of Clo- 
yis, and haftily retreated from the field which 
appears to have been fituate between Langres 
^nd Dijon. He diftruftcd the ftrength of Dijon, 
a quadrangular fortrefs, encompaffed by two ri- 
vers, and by a wall thirty fqet high, and fifteen 
thick, with four gates, and thirty-three towers ^°; 
he abandoned to the purfuit of Clovis the im- 
portant cities of Lyons and Vienna j and Gundo- 
j)ald ftill fled with precipitation, till he had 
^reached Avignon, at the diftance of two hundred 
jmd fifty mile^ frQ|u the field of battle, . A long 

"39 See the onginal conference (in torn. iv. p, 99 — 102.). Ayi- 
tU3, the principal aiftor, and probably the fccretary of the meeting, 
was bifhop of Vienna.. ^ ihort accqunt of his perfop and work^ 
may be found in pupin (Bibliot^eque Ecchfiaftique, tcm. ▼« 
p. 5-rio.). 

40 Gregory of Tours (L iii. c. 19. in tqm. xu p. 197.) indolges 
Jiis genius, or rather traqfcrib^s fome more eloquent writer, in th^ 
rfefcription of Dijon ; a caftlc, which aheady deferved the title of a 
pity. It depended on the bilhops of Lanfjes till the twelfth century, 
^nd afterwards became the capital of the dukes of Burgundy* Lqp* 
gufri|c, gcfcription dc la France, pitrt i. p. %Zo. 
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fiege, and an artful negociation, admoniflied the ^^vifi^ 
king of the Franks of the danger and difficulty of 
his enterprife* He impofed a tribute on the Bv^r-^ 
gundian prince, compelled . him to pardon and 
reward his brother's treachery, and proudly re-* 
turned to his own dominions, with the fpoils and • 
captives of the fouthem provinces. This fplen- 
did triumph was foon clouded by the intelligence, 
that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga- 
tions, and that the imfortunate Godegefil, who 
was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou- - 
fand Franks'*', had been befieged, furprifed, and 
maflacred, by his inhuman brother. Such an* 
outrage might have exafperated the patience of 
the mpft peaceful fpvereign ; yet the conqueror • 
of Gaul diffembled the injury, releafed the tri- 
bute, and accepted the alliance, and military 
fervice, of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no 
longer pofTeffed thofe advantages which had af- 
fured the fuccefs of the preceding war ; and his 
rival, inftrufted by adverfity, had found new re- 
fources in the affeftions of his people. The- 
Gauls or Romans, applauded the mild and impar- 
tial laws of Gunddbald, which almofl raifed them 
to the lame level with their conquerors. The 
bifhops were reconciled, and flattered, by the 
hopes, which he artfully fuggefted, of his ap- 
proaching converfion ; and though he eluded their 

• 41 The Epitomizer of Gregory of Tours (in torn. ii. p. 401.) 
has fupplied this number of Franks $ but he raihly fnppofes that 
they were cut in pieces by Gundobald. The prudentBurgundian 
fpared the fol4iers of Clovis, and fent thefe captives to the king of 
tib^ Vifigoths, >vho fctUcd them in the territory of Thouloufc. 

T 4 \ accom* 
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^xvifi. accpmpUfliipent to th^ b^ mpp^erit qf his Ufe,^ 
ci..-y>T--^r hja njodpr^tlon facured the poacis, and fi^pended 

tl>e ruin of tlie kingdom of 3^rgu|idy.**. . 
Final con- I am impatient to purfu^ ^h^ fins^I ruin of tbat 
i>urgiindy kingdom, 'whiQh M^a^ accompl^pd imdeii th^ 
F^n^ks, r?^g^ ^f Sigifmond, the ion of Gundobald. Thf^ 
A.D.i3». Catholic Sigifmond has acqiiired the honour^^ of- 
a faint and martyr *^ ; but the h^ds of the royal 
faint were ftained with the blood of his innocent 
fon, whom he inhumanly fg|crificed to the pride 
and rcfentment of a ftepmother. He foon dif- 
covered his error, and bewailed the irreparable 
Jofs. While Sigifmond embraced the cprpfe of 
the unfortunate youth, he received a» fevere adr 
monition from one of his attendants : *^ It is not 
^l.his fituation, O king ! it is thine which dcrr 
^* ferves pity apd lamentation.** The reproaches;, 
qf a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, 
hy his liberal donations to the monaftery of Agau- 
num, oi: St. Maurice, in Vsjlais; which he him- 
felf had: founded in honour of the imaginary mar- 
tyrs of the .Theba^an legion *^. A full chorus. o£ 

perpetual 

■4» In this 6urgun4(aa war I have followed Gregory of Tours 
(1. ii. c. 3a, 33. in torn, ii, p, 178, 1795), whofe narrative ap^an fo. 
incompatible with that of Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c. i». in. 
torn. ii. p. 3T, 3a.), that fome critics have fnppofed i<tX)o different 
wars. The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique, 3c c< tonn.ii. p. Jt6r-a6a.^) 
has diftindly reprefented the caufes.an^ the (syents. 

4J See his life or legend (in torn. iii. p. 402.). A martyr !' 
how iirangely has that word been diftorted from Jts original fepfe 
oV a common witnefs. St. Sigifmond was re9iar1eat>le for the cujrc. 
of fevers. 

44 Before the end of the fifth century, th6 church of St. Ma^rice» 
and his Thebaean legion, had rendered Agaunum a place of devo|it. 
pilgrimage. A promifcuotis cpmmunity of both feices had' ^iitro-' 

ducac} 
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psrpetual pfalmqdy wa^ mftituted by the pious chap, 
king ; he afBduoufly praftifed the auftere devo- 
tion of the monks ; and it was hig humble prayer^ 
that Heaven would inflift in this world the pu- 
jjiflunent of his fins, His prayer was heard j the 
ajreagers w^re ^t hand ; and, the province^ of Bur- 
gundy were overwhelmed by an army of viflto- 
rious Franks. After the event of an unfuccefsful 
battle, Sigifmond, who wifhed to protraQ: hi$ 
life that he might prolong his penance, con- 
cealed himfelf in the defcrt in a religious habit, 
till he was difcovered and betrayed by his fub-. 
jefts, who folicited the favour of their new maC 
ters. Tlie captive monarch, with his wife and: 
twQ children, were tranfported to Orleans, and 
buried alive in a deep well, by the ftern com** 
mand o£ the fbns of Clovis ; whofe cruelty might 
derive fpme excufe from the maxims and exam- 
ples of their barbarous age. Their ambition,, 
which urged them to at^hieve the conqueft of 
Burgundy, was inflamed,^ or difguifed, by filial 
piety : and Clotilda, whofe fanftity did not con* 
lift in the forgivaaefs of injuries^ preffed them to 
revenge her fether?s death . on the family of his 
^ifeflin. The rebellious Burgundians, for they at- 
tempted to break their chains, were ftill permit-' 
ted to eigoy their national laws, under the obliga- 
tion of tribute and n^ilitary fcrvice; and the Me^^ 

dnced fome deeds ofdarknefs, whith were aboli(hed(A. D. 515.) 
by the regular monaftery of Stgjfmond. Within fifty years, hia 
ftngels ofli^bt made a noiturnal fally to murder their bifliop, andhi$ 
clergy. See in the'Bibliotheque Raifonnee (torn, xxxvi. p. 43s~^ 
43 8 ) the curious remark oi a learned librarian' of Geneva. * 

rovingian \ 
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irj^vifr rovingian princes peaceably reigned over a king- 
«....iv-««i cJom, wbofe glory and greatnefs had been firft 

overthrown by the arms of Cldvis *\ 
The Go- The firft viftory of Clovis had infulted the ho- 
A. dT^oV. ^^^^ * of th^ Goths. They viewed his rapid pro- * 
grefs with jealoufy and terror; and the youthful 
fame of Alaric was oppreffed by the more potent 
genius of his rival. Some difputes inevitably 
arofe on the edge of their contiguous dominions,; 
and after the delays of ffuitlefs negociation, a per- 
fonal interview oi the two • kings was propofed 
and accepted. This conference of Clovis and 
Alaric was held in a fmall ifland of the Loire, 
near Amboife. They embraced, ftimiliarly con- 
verfed, and feafted together; and feparated with 
the warmeft profeflSons of peace, and brotherly 
love. But .their apparent confidence concealed. 
a dark fufpicion of hoftile and treacherous de- 
figns ; and their mutual complaints folicited, 
eluded, and difclaimed, a final arbitration. At ' 
Paris, which he already confidered as his royal 
feat, Clovis declared to an affembly of the princes 
and warriors, the pretence, and the motive, of. 
a Gothic wan ^' It grieves me to fee that the 
•* Arians ftill poffefs the faireft portion of Gaul. : 
** Let us march againft' them .with the aid of. 
** God J and, having vanquiihed the heretics, we 
" will poffefs, ^nd divide, their fertile pro- 

45 Marius, bifliop of Avenche (Chron. in torn. ii. p. is>), has 
marked the authentic dates, and Gregpry of Tours (1. iii. c. 5, 6. 
in torn. if. p. 188, 189.) has exprefled the principal fa^s, of the life 
of Sigifmcnd, and the conqueft of Burgundy. Pr6copitt&(in torn . ii . 
?• ^A'i and Agathias (in %ovf^ u, p. 4^.) fh^vf tfeeir i^xnote aiid ipft^, 
perfed knowledge* 

v. ' . ^* vinces/* 
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" vmccs**^." The Fraiiks, who were infph'ed by chap. 
hereditary valour and .recent zeal, applauded the 
generous deiign of; their monarch; exprefled 
their refolution to conquer or die, fince death 
and conqueft would be equally profitable ; and 
folemnly protefted that they fhould never . (have 
their beards, till vidory would abfolve them from 
that inconvenient vow. The enterprife was pro- 
moted by the public, or private, exhcHtations of 
Clotilda, She reminded her hufband, how ef- 
fectually fome pious foundation woijild propitiate 
the Deity, and his fervants : and the Chriftian 
hero, darting his battle-axe with a ikilfiil and' 
nervous hand, *' There (faid he), on that fpot 
** where my Francifca^'^ fhall fall, will I ereft a 
** church in honour of the holy apoftles/' This 
oftentatious piety confirmed and juftified the at- 
tachment of the Catholics, with whom he fecretly , 
cprrefponded ; and their devout wiibes were gra- 
dually ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The 
people of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifcreet 
reproaches of their Gothic tyrants, ' who j'uftly^ ac- 
cufed them of preferring the dominion of the 

4« Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 37. in torn. ii. p. i8f .) inferts the 
(hort but perfuafive fpeech of Clovis. Valde molefte fero, quod hi 
Ariani partem teneant Galliarum (the author of^he Gefta Fran- 
corum, fn torn. ii. p. 553. adds the precious epithet of oftimam)^ 
enmus cum Dei adjutono> et, fuperatis eis^ redigamus terram in 
dftionem noftram, 

47 Tunc rex projecit a fe in diredtum Bipennem fuam quod eft 
Francifca, &c. (Gefta Franc, in tom. ii. p. 554.)- The form, and 
ufc, of thi« weapon, are clearly defcribed bf Procopius (in tom. ii. 
p. 37.). Examples of its n^y/ion^r/ appellation in Latin and French, 
nay be found in the Gioifary of Ducange, and the large Diiftion. 
fi^e 4e Treyoiix. 

Franks j 
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CHAP. Franks; and their zealous adherent Quiiida»iis, 
xxxvTir ^^ ' 

bifbop of Rodez^% preached mori^ fordbly id his 

exile than in his diocefe. To refift thefe foreign' 
and domeftic enemies, who wer6 fortified by the 
alliance of the Burgundians, Alaric colleded his 
troops, far more nam^otis thsfn^ th<$ military 
powers of Clovis* The Vifigoth^ refuiti^ the 
exercife of arms, which they had neglediad in a 
long and luxurious peace ^ : a feled jband of va- 
liant and robufl flaves attended their mailers to 
the field *• ; and the cities of Gaul were com- 
pelled to fumifh their doubtful and reludant aid* 
Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths, who reigned 
in Italy, had laboured to maintain the tranquil- 
lity of Gaul ; and he affumed, or affeded for that 
purpofe, the impartial charafter of a medij^ton* 
But the fagacious monarch dreaded the rifing 
empire of Clovis, and. he was firmly engaged to 
fupport the national and religious ca^e of the 

Goths* 

» 

^ It is fingnlar eiioughy that fame importaiit' and authentic 
fa&8 fhouM be found in a life of Quintianus, compofed in rhyme 
in the old Patou of Rouergue (Dubos, Hift.- Critique, &c, torn, lu 
p. 179,). 

49 QuamviB fortitudini yeftrx confidentiam tribuat parcntum yc(^ 
trorum innumerabilis multitudo ; quamvis Attilam po^ntem rcmi- 
nifc^mini Vifigotharum viribus inclinatum ; tamen quia populorum 
f^rocia corda longa pace moUefcunt, cavete fubito in aleam mittere, 
quo8 conftat tantis temporibus exercitia non habere. Such was tbe 
falutary, but frgitlefs, advice of pcace^ of reafort, and of Theodo- 
ric (Caflfiodor. 1. iii. ep. a.). 

50 Montefquieu (Efprit dcs Loix, 1. xv. c. 14.) mentions and ap- 
proves the law of the Vifigoths (1. ix. tit. ». in torn. iv. p. 4*5-)> 
vrhich obliged all raafters to ann, apd fend, or lead, into the ficld^ 
a tenth of th«ir flaves. 

• * 

The 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. $33 

The ac(^(k)pital9 or artificial, prodigi^ wfeich chap. 
adorc^d tlie e^edition of Gloyis^ Wicre accepted, \^,r^u-^S 
by a fuperftitious age, as the manifefl declaration Y^f^^^^ ^^ 
of the JDivitie favour. He marched fropi Paris ; A. D. 507. 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence 
through the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety 
tempted him to confult the ihrine of St. Mar- 
^ tin, the fanftuary, and the oracle of Gaul. His 
mieflengers were inftrufted to remark the woids 
of the Pfalm, which fliould happen to be chaunt- 
cd at the pcedfe moment when they entered the 
church. Thofe words moft fortunately expr^ffed 
the valour and vidory of the chamjHons of Hea- 
ven, and the application was eafily transferred to 
the new Joflma, the new Gideon, who went forth 
to bj^ttle againft the enemies of the Lord ^\ 
Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the 
Loire; but, at the diftance of forty miles fix)m 
Poitiers, their prcjgrds was intercepted by an ex- 
traordinary fwell'of the river Vigenna, or Vienne ; 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume 
the country through which they march ; and had 
Clovis poflefled leifure and materials, it might 

5» This mode of divination, by accepting as an omen the firft fa- 
fered words, which in particular circumftances (hould be prcfentcd 
to the eye or ear, was derived from the Pagans ; and the Pfalter^ 
or Bible, was fubftituted to the Poems of Homer and Virgil. FroQci. 
the fourth to the fourteenth century, thtk forties /an^orum^ as they 
are ftiled, wer^ repeatedly condemned by the decrees of council^,, 
and repeatedly pradifed by kings, biihops^ and faints. See a cu-^ 
rious diflertation of the Abb« du Refnel, in th« Memoircs de TAca- 
dcmie^ torn. xi«. p.-a87-«-3io. 

bave 
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x^Am ^^^ ^^^^^ impradicablc to conftriiS a bridge, or 

to force a paiTage, in the face of a. fupcrior enemy. 

But the affefdonate peafants, who were impatient 

t6 welcome their deliverer, could ealily • betray 

fome unknown, or unguarded, ford : the merit 

of the difcovcry was enhanced by the ufeful in- 

terpofition of fraud or fiflion ; and a white hart, 

of lingular fize and beauty^ appeared to guide 

and animate the march of the Catholic army. 

The counfels of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and 

. diftrafted. A crowd of impatient warriors, pre- 

futuptuous-in then- ftrength, and difdaining to 

fly before the robbers of Germany, excited Ala- 

ric to aflert in arms the name and blood of the 

conqueror of Rome. The advice of the graver 

chieftains preffed him to elude the firft ardour 

of the Franks; and to expeft, in the fouthem 

provinces of Gaul, the veteran and vidorious 

Oftrogoths, whom the king o£ Italy had already 

fent to his afliftance. The decifive. moments 

were wafted in idle deliberation ; the Goths » too 

haftily abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous poft ; 

and the opportunity of a fecure retreat was loft 

by their flow and diforderly motions. After Clo- 

vis had .paffed the ford, as it is ftill named, of the 

Hart J he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to 

prevent the efcape of the enemy. His nodurnal 

. march was direfted by a flaming me>eor, fufpend- 

cd iA the air above the cathedral of Poitiers ; and 

this lignal, which might be previoufly concerted 

with the orthodox fucceflbr of St. Hilary, was 

'compared to the column of fire that guided the 

Ifraelites 
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Ifraelites in the defert. At the third hour of the ^^^j^j 
day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis 
overtook, and inftantly attacked, the Gothic 
army ; whofe defeat was -already prepared by ter- 
ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex- 
treme diftrefs, and the martial youths, who had 
clamoroufly demanded the battle,' refufed to 
furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings 
encountered each other in fingle combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival ; and the vidlorious 
Frank was faved by the goodnefs of his cuirafs, 
and the vigour of his horfe, from, the fpears of 
two defperate Goths, who furioufly rode againft 
him, to revenge the de^th of their fovereign. 
The vague expreilfion of a mountain of the flain, 
ferves to indicate a cruel, though indefinite 
flaughter j but Gregory has' carefully obferved, 
that his valiant countryman Apollinaris, the fon 
of Sidonius, loft his life at the head of the nobles 
of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpefted Catholics 
had been maliciouily expofed to the blind affault 
of the enemy ; and perhaps the influence of reli- 
gion was fuperfeded by perfonal attachment, or 
military honour '* . 

. Such is the empire of Fortune (if we may ftill Conqucft 
. difguife our ignorance under that popular name). 


5* After corrcdb'ng the text, or cxcufinj' the roiftake of Proco- 
pius, who places the defeat of Alaric near Carcaflbne, we may^ 
conclude, from the evidence of Gregory, Fortunatus, and the 
author of the Gefta Francorum, that the battle was fought in 
campo Fodadenfiy on the banks of the Clain, about ten miles to the 
fouth of Poitiers. ^ Clovis undertook and attacked the ViHgoths 
near Vivonne, and the vi^ory was decided near a village ftill named 
Champagne St. Hilare. See the DifTertations of the Abbe le Bceuf, 
torn. i. p. 1047-3 3 z. 

that 
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CHAP, that it is almoft equally drfScult to forefee thfe 
events of war, or to explain their various con- 
fequences. A bloody and complete victory has 
fometimes yielded no more than the poffeflion of 
the field ; and the loft of ten thoufand men ha$ 
fometimes been fufficient to deftroy, in a fingle 
day, the work of ages. The decifive battle of 
, Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of Aqui- 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fon, 
a baftard competitor, fadious nobles, and a dif- 
loyal people; and the remaining forces of the 
Goths were oppreflTed by the general conftema- 
tion, or oppofed to each other in civil difcord. 
The viftorious king of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angouleme. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of the dty 
imitated the example of Jericho, and inftantly 
fell to the ground ; a fplendid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition, that fomt 
clerical -engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart". At Bordeaux, 
trhich had fubmitted without refiftance, Clovis 
eftabliflied his xrinter-quarters ; and his prudent 
ceconomy tranfparted from Thouloufe the royal 
treafures, which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as ' far 
. as the confines of Spain ^* j reilored the honours 

of 

5J Aftgouleme is in the toad from Poi.tiers to Bordeaux : and 
although Gregory delays the fieg^, I can more readily believe that 
he confounded the order of hiftory, than that Clovis iicgledtcd the 
rules of war. 

54 Pyrenaeos montes ufque Perpiniamsm fubjecit; is the expreffion 
of Roricb, which betrays his recent date j fmce Perpignan did not 
cxlH before the tenth century (Marca Hifpaiiica, p. 45S-}« Thia 

florid 
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of the Catholic church; fixed in Aquitaia ti jf^xviu' 
colony of Franks " ; and delegated to his lieu- 
tenants the eafy tafk of fubduing, or extirpat- 
ing, the nation of the Vifigoths. But the Vifi- 
goths were protefted by the wife and powerful 
monarch of Italy. While the balance was ftili 
equal, Theodoric had perhaps delayed the march 
of the Oftrogoths ; but their ftrenuous efforts fuc- 
cefsfuUy refitted the ambition of Clovis j and the 
army of the Franks, and their Burgundian allies^ 
was compelled to raife the fiege of Aries, with the^ 
lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand men. Thefe 
viciffitudes inclined the fierce fpirit of Clovis to 
acquiefce in an advantageous treaty of peace. 
The Vifigoths were fuffered to retain the poflef- 
fion of Septimania, a narrow traft of fea-coaft, 
from the Rhone to the Pyrenees ; but the ample 
province of Aquitain, from thofe moiuitains to the 
Loire, was indiffolubly united to the kingdom of 
JFrance ''- 

After 

florid and fabulous writei* (perhaps a mortk of Amiens. See the 
Abbe le Boeuf, Mem, de TAcademie, torn. xvii. p. 228—245.) re- 
lates, in the alUgorical QhAr2i6ttr of a ibepherd^ the general hiftory 
of his countrymen the Franks; but his narrative ends with the death 
of Clovis. 

55 The author of the Oefta Franconim pofitlvely affirms, that 
Clovts fixed a body of Franks in the Saintonge and Bourdelois : 
and he is not injudicioufly followed by Rorico, eledlos milites, at- 
que fortiflimo3, cum parvulis, atque mulieribus. Yet it fhould feem 
that they foon mingled with the Romans of Aquitain, till Charle- 
magne introduced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dubos 

Hft. Critique, tom. ii. p. 215.)- 

56 In the compofition of the Gothic war, 1 have ufed the follow- 
ing materials, with due regard'to their unequal value. Four cpiftlet 
from Theodoric king of Italy (Caffiodor. J. iii. epift. 1—4.. in 
torn, iv. p. 3— ^.)> Frocopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c 12. in torn. ii. 

Vol, VI. Z p. 32, 
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xxxviu -^^^ *^ fuccrfs of the Gothic war, Clovls ac- 

I <, — 'f cepted the honours of the Roman confulfliip* 

fh^p^of '^^ emperor Anaftafius ambitioufly beftowed on 
ciovis, the moft powerful rival of Theodoric, the title 
'^^^' and enfigns of that eminent dignity; yet^ from 
fpme unknown caiufe, the name of Ciovis has 
not been infcribed in the Fa/li either of the Eafl 
or Weft^\ On the folemn day, the monarch 
of Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in- 
verted in the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and niintle. From thence he proceeded 
on horfeback to the cathedral of Tours ; and, as 
he pafled through the ftreets, profufely fcattered, 
. with his own hand, a donative of gold and filver 
to the joyful multitude, who incelTantly repeated 
their acclamations of Conful and Auguftus. The 
aftual, or legal, authority of Ciovis, could not 
j-eceive any new acceffions from the cpnfular 
dignity. It was a name, a fhadow, an empty pa- 
geant ; and if the conqueror had been inftrudted 

P' 3»> 31»)j Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 35, 36, 37. in tona. ii. p. 
181 — 183.)> Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, 0,58! in torn. ii. p. z8.), 
Fortunatus (in Vit. St. Hilarii, in torn. iii. p. 380.), Ifidore (io 
Chron. Goth, in torn. ii. p. 702.)» the Epitome of Gregory of 
Tours (in torn. ii. p^ 401.), the author of the Gefta Francorum (in 
torn. ii. p. s$i — 55sO» ^^ Fragments of Frcdegarius (in torn. ii. p. 
463. )> Aimoin (1 i. c. 20. in tom. iii. p. 41, 42.], and Koiico (1. iv. 
in torn.' iii. p. 14—19 ). . " 

57 The Fdfii of Italy would naturatfy rejedt a conful, the enemy 
of their fovcreign \ but any ingenious hypothefis that might explain 
the filence of Conftantinople and Egypt (the Chronicle of JVlar- 
cellinus, and the Pafchal)) is overturiifd by the fimilar filence of 
Matius bifhop of Avenche, who compofed bis Fajli in the kingt'ooi 
• 6f Hurgundy. If the evidence of Gregory of Tours were lefa 
weighty and pofitive (I. ii. c. 38. in tom. ii. p. 123.), I could believe 
that Ciovis, like Odoacer, received the lading title and honours of 
P/i/r/V/V« (Fagr Critica,xom.ii. p. 474. 491.). 

* to 
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to ciaini the ancient prerogatives of that high office, xxxviiV 
ihey muft have expired with the fieriod of its an- -_ -,-r-Ly 
hual duration. But the Romans were difpofed to 
revere, in the perfon of their mafter, that antique 
title, which the emperors condefcended to affume ;- 
the Barbarian himfelf feemed to contrad a -facred 
obligation to refped the majefty of the republic ; 
and the fucceflbrt of Theodbfius, by foliciting hi^ 
friendship, tacitly forgave^ and almofl ratified, the 
ufurpation of Gaul. • 

Twenty five years after the death of Clovis, Final efta- 
this important conceffion was more formally Ae^ onbc^"^ 
clared, in a treaty between his fons and the em* French 
peror Juftinian. The Oftrogoths of Italy, un- in Gaul, 
able to defend their diftant acquifitions, had re- ^ ^-is^- 
figned to the Franks the cities of Aries and Maf- 
feilles : of Aries, ftill adorned with the feat of a 
Praetorian praefeft, and of Marfcilles, enriched 
by the advsmtages of trade and navigation **i 
This tranfadion was confirmed by the Imperial ' 
authority ; and Juftinian, generoufly yielding to the 
Franks the fovereignty of the countries beyond 
the Alps, which they already poiTeffed, abfolved 
the provincials from their allegiance; and efta- 
bliftied on a more lawful, though not more fo- 
lid, foundation, the throne of the Merovingians *^ 

From 

« ■ 

59 Under the Merovingian kings, Marfcillc$ ftill imported from 
the Eaft, paper, wine, oil, lin-en, filk, precio^l8 ftones, fpices, fltc. 
The Gauls, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the Syrians were cfta- 
bliAied in Gaul. Sec M. de Ouigiies, Mem. de TAcademie, tom^ 
xxxvil. p. 4.71—475. 

0i.ur6xparift^ to s^yv-aTttaf^tx^y^ffsur^ t»to yt* This ftrong declaration 

Zx of 
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xxxviH ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^y they enjoyed the right of cele- 
brating at Aries, the games of the Circus ; and 
by a fingular privilege^ which was denied even 
to the Perfian monarch, the gold coin, impreffed 
with their name and image, obtained a legal 
currency in the empire *°. A Grqek hiftoriau of 
that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with a partial cnthufiafm, 
which cannot be fufEciently juftified by thfir do- 
meftic aiAals**. He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity, their regular government, and 
orthodox religion; and boldly afferts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguifhed only by their 
drefs and language from the fubjeflts of Romci 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the fecial 
difpofition, and lively graces, which iv^ every 
age have difguifed their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Aga- 
thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid 

of Procopius (de Bell. Gpthic. 1. iii. cap. 33. in torn. ii. p. 4i.)i 
•»^'ould almoft fufficc to juftify the Abbe Dubos.. 

6'=> The Franks, who probably ufcd the mints of Treves, Lyons, 
and Aries, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feventy- 
two foiidi, or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks efta- 
bliflied only a decuple proportion of gold and filvcr, ten (hillingi 
will bt a fuliicient valuation of their folidus of gold. It was the 
common (landard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty den€ariu 
or (ilver threepences. Twelve of thefe denarii made a foBduSf or 
Ibilling, the twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral //w^, or 
pound of filyer, which has been fo ftrangely reduced in modera 
. France. See le Blanc Traite Hlftorique dcs Monnoyesde France, 
p. 37— 43>&c. 

6» Agathias, in torn. ii. p. 47. Gregory of Tours exhibits a very 
different pi<!ture. Perhaps it would not be cafy, within the feme 
hiftorical fpace, to find more vice and Icfs virtue. We arc conttnually 
ihockedby the unton of favage and conupt manners. 

prdgrcfs 
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progrefs of their arms, and the fplendor of their 9.^A^* 
empire. Since the conqueft of Burgundy, Gaul, v,,i-v-i.j^ 
except the Gothic province of Septiipania, was. 
fubjeft, in its whole extent to the fons of Clovis. 
They had extinguifhed the German kin||}om of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated 
beyond the Rhine, into the heart of their native 
forefts. The AIemanni,'and Bavarians, who had 
occupied the Roman provinces of Rhaetia and No- 
ricum, to the fouth of the Danube, confefled them- 
felves the humble vaffals of the Franks ; and the 
feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable of refifting 
their ambition. When the laft furvivor of the fons 
of Clovis united the inheritance and conquefts of 
the Merovingians, his kingdom extended far be* 
yond the limits of modern France. Yet modem 
France, fuch has been the progrefs of arts and 
policy, far furpaffes in wealth, populoufnefs, and 
power, the fpacious but favage realms of Clotaire 
or Dagobert**. 

The Franks, or French, are the only people of Political 
Europe, who can deduce a perpetual fucceffion ve\"/J^" 
from the conquerors of the Weftem empire. But 
their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten cen- 
turies of anarchy, and ignorance. On the re- 
vival of learning, the ftudents who had been 
formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, dif- 
dained their Barbarian anceftors ; and a long 

6* M. de Foncemagne has traced, in a correal and elegant dif- 
fertation (Meni. dc T Academic, torn. viii. p. SJj-^iaS.J* ^^^ extent 
luid limits of the French monarchy. 

Z 3 period 
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xxxvm P^*^^ clapfcd before patient labour could pro- 
vide the requiiite materials to fatiafy, or rather 
to excjte^ the curiofity of more enlightened 
times •'. At length the eye of criticifm^ and phi? 
lofophy ^-^as direfted to the antiquities of France ; 
but even philofophers have been tainted by the 
pntagion of prejudice and pafiion. The moft 
extreme and exclujfive fyftpms of the perfonaj 
fervitudp of the Gauls, or of their voluntary and 
equal alliance with the Franks, have been raflily 
conceived and obftinately defended: and the in- 
temperate ^putants have accufed each other of 
confpiring againft the prerogative of the crown, 
the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom of the 
people. Yet the fharp conflift has iifefully exert 
cifed the adyerfe powers of learning and genius } 
and each antagpniil, alternately vanquiihed an4 
vidtorious, has extirpated fome ancient errorSj^ 
and eftabliihed fome interef^ing truths. An im^ 
partial ftrangcr, inftrudled by thpir difcoverieSj| 
their difputes, and even their faults, may dcr 
fcribe, from the fame original materials, th? ftat^ 
of the Roman provincial^, after pftul had fub- 

6J The Abbe Dubos (Hiftoirc Critiquf, torn, i, p ii^-^^S*) has 
truly and agreeably reprefentcd the flow progrefs of thefe ftiidics ; 
md he pbfcrves, that Gregory of Tours was only once printed be- 
fore the year 1 560. According tp the complaint of Heineccius 
, (Opera, torn. lii. Syllogeiii, p. 248, &c.) GcrmaOy received within- 
dTiFtrence and contempt the c()de$ of Barbaric Uw, which were 
puhl'fhtrd by Heroldus, Lindenbrogius, Sec. At prefcnt thofe laws 
^as Ur as they relate to Gaul), the hftory of Gregory of Tonrs, 
and all the mflnumentsof the Merovingian race, appear in a pure 
arfd perfcdt ftatc, in the firft four volumes of the hiftdtiwis of 
f ranee. 

mitted 
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mitted to the arms and law* of the Merotjngigll chap. 

- , *. XXXVIII* 

kings \ 


The rudeft, or the moft fervile, conditicm of Laws of 
human fociety, is regulated however by fome ^^^cBa^ba- 
fixed and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed 
the primitive fimplicity of the Germans, he dift 
covered fome permanent maxims, or cuftoms, of 
public and private life, which were preferved by 
feithful tradition, till the introduftion of the art 
of writing, and of the Latin tongue ^^ Before 
the eleOion of the Merovingian kings, the moft 
powerful tribe, or nation, of the Franks, ap- 
pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the 
Salic laws^^; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceffive affembHes of the 
people* After the baptifm of Clovis, he re- 

t 

^4 In the fpacc of thirty years (17^8—1765) this interefling fub.- 
jeft hat been agitated by the free fpirit.of the Count dc Boulainvil- 
liers (Memoirts Hiftoriques fur TEtat de la France, particularly 
tpm.i. p. i5-^49>)« the learned ingenuity of the Abbe Dubos 
(Hiftoire Critique de rEtabliflcment dc la Monarchic Francoife dant 
les Gauls, 2 vols, in 4«®.) ; the comprehenfive genius of the prefi- 
dent de Montefqyieu (Efprit des Loix, particularly Lxxvtii.xxv* 
xxxi.); and the good fci^fe und dih'|;ence of the Abbe cle Mably 
(Obfervations fur I'Hiftoire de France, 2 vol. lamo.) 

65 1 have derived much inftruftion from two learned vrorks of 
Heinecci'us, the Hiflurj and the Elements of the Gernvinic law. Jp 
injudicious preface to the Elements, he conliders, and tries to ex- 
cufe, the defeats of that barbarous jurifprudence. 

^ Latin appears to have been the original language of the Salic 
law. It was probably compofed in the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, before th© jcra (A. D. 411.) of the real or fabulous PharaJ 
mond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced 
the four legiflators; and many province?, Franconia, Saxony, Ha- 
nover, Brabant, &c. have claimed them as their own. See an ex4 
cellent Diflcrtation of Heincccius, dc Lejgc Salica, torn. iii. Syl- 
loge iii. p. 247—467. 

Z 4 formed 
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xxxvia ^^^^^^ feveral articles that appeared incompati< 
ble with Chriftianity : the Salic law was again 
amended by his fons^ and at length, under the 
reign of Dagobert,' the code was r^ifed an4 prp-t 
mulgated in its adual form, one hwtdred years 
after the eftablifliment of the French monarchy^ 
Within the fame period, the cuftoms of the Ripua- 
rians were tranfcribed and pubUflied; and Char- 
lemagne himfelf, the leglilatpr of his age - and 
country, has accurately (tudied the pivo national 
laws, which ftill prevailed among ^e Franks ^^ 
The fame care was extended to their vaffals ; and 
the rude inftitutions of the Alemanni and j|5ot^- 
rians were diligently compiled and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings, 
The Vifigotbs and Burgundians, whofe conquefts in 
Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, fhewed Icfs 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of' civilif^d fopety. Euric was. the firft of the 
Oothic princes who exprglTed in writing the man- 
ners and cuftoms of his people; and the compo- 
iition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure of 
policy rather th^n of juftice; to alleviate the 
yoke, and Teg?Lin the affeftions, of their Gallic 
fubjeds*^ Thus, by a fingular (coincidence, the 

Germany 


^ Pginhard, In VtU Caroli Magni, c. 29. in torn, v, p. lOO. 
By thefe two laws, moft critics underftand the Salic and the Ripua- 
rian. The former extended from the Carbonarian foreft to the 
Loire (torn. iv. p. j5I.)» *"^ ^^^ Jattcr might be obeyed from the 
fame foreft to the Rhine (torn, iv, p. 2i2.)» 

^8 Confult the ancient aiid modern prefaces of the feveral Codes, 
in the fourth vdunac of the Hiftopans of Fra^cc,^ The original 

"* prologue 
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Germans framed their artlefs inftitutions, at a ^Mvm 
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman juriC- 
prudence was finally confummated. In the Salic 
laws, and the Pandefts of Juftinian, we may 
compare the firft rudiments, and the full matu- 
rity, of civil wifdom; and whatever prejudices 
imay be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifm, our 
calmer reflexions will afcribe to the Romans the 
fuperior advantages, not only of fcience and rea- 
ibn, but of humanity and juftice. Yet the laws 
of the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and 
defires, their occupations and their capacity ; and 
they all contributed to preferve the peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety for 
whofe ufe they were originally eftablifhed^ The 
Merovingians, inftead of impofing an uniform 
TvAe of condufl: on their various fubjefts, per- 
mitted each people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inftitu- 
' tions *• ; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
(onunon benefits of this legal toleration ^^ The 

children 

• 

prologue to the Salic law expreffes though (in a foreign dialed) the 
genuine fptrit of the Fraa1$.s, more forcibly than the ten books of 
Gregory of Tour8, 

^ The Ripuanan law declares, and defines, this indulgence in 
^vour o^ the plaintiff (tit. xxxi. in torn. iv. p. 240.); and the 
fame toleration is underftood, or expreffed, in all the Codes, ex. 
cept that of the Vifigoths of Spain. T;inta diverfitas legum (Ciyj 
Agobard in the ninth century) quanta nun folum in regionibus, aut 
ci^tatibus, fed etiam in multis domibushabetur. Nam plerumque 
<:ontingit ut fimul eant aut fedeant quinque homines, et nulluis eo- 
mm communem legem cum altero habeat (in torn. vi. p. 356.), 
He fooliftily propofes to introduce an uniformity of law, as well as 
of faith. 

70 Inter Romanos negotia caufarum Romanls legibns praecipimus 
Icri^inaii Such are the words of a general conftitution promul- 
gated 


346 


CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 


Pecuniary 

♦incst'or 

homicide. 


THE DECLINE AND FAIL 

children embraced the law of their parents, tftd 
wife that of her hufband, the freedman that of 
his patron ; and, in ail caiifes, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or accu- 
fer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the de- 
fendant, who may always pl^id a judicial pre- 
fumption of right or innocence, A more ample 
latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the pre* 
fence of the judge, might declare the law under 
which he defired to live, and the national fo- 
ciety to which he chbfe to belong. Such an in- 
dulgence would iaboliih the partial diftinfUons of 
viftory; and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquiefce in the hardfliips of their condi- 
tion; fince it depended on themfelves to afTumc 
the privilege, if they dared to afTert the charac- 
ter, of free and warlike Barbarians '^\ 

When juflice inexorably requires the death of 
a murderer, each private citizen is fortiffied by 
the aifurance, that the laws, the magiflrate, aii4 

gated by Clotairc, the fon of Clovis, and fole monarcli of the Franks 
(in torn. iv. p. ii6.)> about the year 560. 

7« This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit de» 
Loix, 1. xxviii. a.) from a conftitution of Lothairc L (Leg. Lan- 
gobard, 1. ii. tit. Ivii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. 664.) : though the 
example is too recent and partial. From a various reading, in the 
Salic, law (tit. xliv. not. xlv.), the Abbe de Mably (torn. i. 
p. 290—293.) has conjcdured, that, at firft, a Barhanttn only, and 
afterwards any man (confequcntiy a Roman) might live according 
to the law of the Franks. I am forry to offend this ingenio.us con- 
.je<f^urc by obferving, that the ftrider frnfe {Barbarum) is expreOfd 
in the reformed copy of Charlemagne ; which is confirmed by tli? 
Royai and Wolfenbuttle MSS. The loofcr interpretat'on {bomiftem) 
isauthoi-ifed only by the MS. of Fulda, from whence HeroWus 
publiftied his edition. See the four original texts of the Salic law. 
in torn. iv. p. i47« )73* 196* 2x0. 

the 
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the whole community, Ire the guardians of his Sxxvnf 
perfonai fafety. But in the loofe fodety of the 
Germans, revenge was always honourable, an4 
often meritorious : the independent warrior chaf* 
tifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in<» 
juries which he had o£Fered, or received ; and he 
had only to dread the refcntment of the fons, and 
kinfmen, of the enemy, whom he had facrificed 
to his feifiih or angry paflions. The magiitrateg 
confcious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pu^ 
nifh, but to reconcile ; and he was fatisfied if he 
could perfuade, <» compel, the contending par- 
ties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine 
which had been alcertained as the price of 
blood ^\ . The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
have oppofed a more rigorous fentence ; the fame 
fiercenefs defpifed thefe ineflfeftual rcftraints: 
^nd, when their fimple manners had been cor- 
rupted by the weahh of Gaul, the public peace 
was continually violated by afts of hafty or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft government, the feme 
penalty is iiiflid:ed, or at lead is impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na* 
^onal inequality eftablifhed by the iFranks, in 
\h/dT criminal proceedings, was the laft infult 

7* In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex- 
piated by a pecuniary fatisfadtion to the family of the deceafed (Fei- 
thius Antiquitat. Homeric. 1. ii. c 8). Hcineccius, in his^preface 
to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggcfts, that at 
Rome and Athens homicide ^as only'punifhed with exile. It is 
true : but exile was a cfl///^puniftimcnt for a citizen of Rome or 
Athens. 

# • • •■ • 

and 
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£.!LA,?; and abufe of conqueft ". In the calm moments 

•XXXVIII. r 1 •« • ^ r 1 1 J i* 1 

of legiflation, they lolemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antrujiion'^^^ a name expref- 
five of the moft illuftrious birth or dignity among 
the Franks, was appreciated at the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold; while the noble provin- 
cial, who was admitted to the king's table, might 
be legally murdered at the expence of three hun- 
dred pieces. Two hundred were deemed fuiE- 
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition ; but the 
meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace and 
danger by a trifling compenfation of one hun- 
dred, or even fift^, pieces of gold. Had thefe 
laws been regulated by ^ny principle of equity or 
reafon, the public protedion fhould have fup- 
plied in jufl proportion the want of perfonal 
llrength. But the legiflator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the lofs of a 
foldier againft that of a flave : the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by au 
heavy fine j and the flighteft aid was -afforded to 

71 Thi« proportion is fixed by the Salic (tit. iliv. in torn. iv. 
p. 147.) and the Ripuarian (tit.vii.xi. xxxvi. in torn. iv. p. 237. 
a4X.) laws : but the latter does not didingulfl) any difference of Ko- 
mans. Yet the orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks 
themfeives^and thp Burgundians and Alemanni between the Franki 
and the Romans. 

7* The AntrtiJIiimeSf qai in trufte Domi/tica, /unty Uudi, JUelfj, un» 
doubtcdiy rcprefent the firft order of Franks; but it is a qucftion 
whether their rank was perfonal, or hereditary. The Abbe de 
Mably (torn. i. p, 334— S470 J* ^^^ difpleafed to mortify the pride 
of birth (Efprit, 1. xxx. c. 15.) by dating the origin of French nobi- 
lity from the reign of Ciptaire II. (A* D. 615.)* 

the 
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the moft defencelefs fubjefts. Time infenfibly 9^^f' 
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the pa- y „-^^, ji 
tience of the vanquifhed; and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fuffer 
more injuries than he could inflift. As the mari- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their 
laws were rendered more fevere ; and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigour of the Vifigoths and Burgundians ^\ Un- 
der the empire of Charlemagne, murder was uni- 
verfally punilhed with death ; and the ufe of ca- 
pital punifhments has been liberally multiplied in 
the jurifprudence of modem Europe ^^. 

The civil and military profeflions, which had J"^^" ^ 
been feparated by Conftantine, were again united God. 
by the Barbarians. The harfli found of the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Praefeft ; and the 
fame officer affumed, within his diftriO:, the com- 
mand of the troops, and the adminiftration of 

'5 See the Burgundian laws (tit. ii. in torn. iv. p. a^;.), the 
Code of the Vifigoths (1. vi. tit. t. in torn. iv. p. 384.), and 
the conftitution of Cbildeberty not of Paris, but moft evidently of 
Auftrafia (in torn. iv. p. iia.). Their premature fcverity was fome- 
times ra(h, and exceflive. Childebert condemned not only murderers 
but robbers ; quomodo fine lege involavit* fine lege moriatur j and 
even the negligent^udgc Was involved in the fame fentenre. The 
Vifigoths abandoned an unfuccefsful furgeon to the family of his 
deceafed patient, ut q^ioddeeo facere voluerint habeant potefta- 
tern (1. xi. tit. i. in tofd. iv. p. 435.)» 

7^ See in the fixth volume of the works of Heincccius, the Ele- 
menta Juris Germanici, l.ii. p. ii^ N© 261, 26a. a8o— aS^. Yet 
fome vcftige5 of thefp pecuniary compofitions for murder, have been 
traced in Germany, as late as the fixt^enth century. * 

.3 jufUce, 
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xxxvin P^^^^^'- ^^^ ^^^ fierce and illiterate chieftanl 
\va8 feldom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judge, which require all the faculties of a philo-^ 
fophic mind, laborioufly cultivated by experience 
and ftudy ; and his rude ignorance was compelled 
to embrace fome fim|Je, and vifible, methods o( 
afcertaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to puniih the wifehood, of human tef- 
timony; but this powerful inftrument was mif-- 
applied' and abufed, by the fimplicity of the Ger- 
man legiflaitors. The party accufed might juftify 
his innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witnefles, who folemnly 
declared their belief, or aflurance, that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of tlie charge, 
this legal number of compurgators was . muld* 
plied; feventy-two voices were required to ab- 
folve an incendiary, or afTaflin : and when the 
chaftity of a queen of France was fufpeded, three 
, hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation, 
that the infant prince had been adually begotten 
by her deceafed hirfband^*. The fin and fcan- 
dal of manifefl and frequent perjuries engaged 

77 The whole fubjed of the Germanic judges, ^nd their jurifdk- 
tion,i8 copioufly treated by Utrirreccius (Element. Jiir. Gtrm. l.iti. 
-^o j^^j^'y ' I cannot find any proo , that, under the MerovIngUQ 
race, thc/cabinit cr alfeflbrs were choi'en by the people. 

7«Gregor« TuroD. 1. viii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 316. Monte- . 
iquieu obferves (Bfprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 1 3O9 that the Salic 
law did not admit thefe ne;^atpue proof s fo univerfally eflablifhed in the 
Barbaric codes. Yet this obfcure concubine (Fiedegiindis), who 
became the wife of the grandibn of Clovis, nu(^ ha7e iblh>wed thd 
Salic \ww4 
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the inagiftiratcs to remove thefe dangerous tempt- xxxviai 
atfolxs ; and to fupply the defers of human tefti- s^^ m.,j^ 
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and 
waten Thefe extraordinary trials were fo capri- 
cioufly contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition o£ a miracle. Such mira- 
cles w€re readily provided by fraud smd credulity ; 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by this 
eafy and infallible method ; and the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdsuned the feii- 
tence of the magiftratc, fubmiflively acquiefced 
in the judgment of God^^ 

But the trials by fingle combat gradually ob- judictai 
tained fuperior credit and authority, among a ^^*"^^' 
warlike people, who could not believe, that a 
brave man deferved to fufFer, or that a coward 
deferved to live**". Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagonift who wa« 
ddlitute of legal proofs ; and it was incumbeilt 
on them, either to defert their caufe, or publicly 
to maintain their honour, in the lifts of battle^ 
.They fought either on foot or on horfeback, ac* 

79 Muratori, in the Antiquities of Italy, has given two Diflerta- 
•tions (xxxviii. xxxix) on the Judgments of God^ It was cvpeded, 
that/r^ would not burn the innocent; and that the pure element of ' 
^ater would not allow the guilty to link into its bofom. 

^° Montefqu !cu (Efprit des Lcix, 1 xxriii. c. 17.) hascondc-' 
fceiKied to explain and tfxcufe ** la maniere de penfetde nos pcres," 
on the fubK<5t of jud?C'al combats. He follows this ftrange inflitu- 
tJon f^om tfie age of GuAdobald to that of St. Lewis 5 and the phi- 
lofopher is ibmetimcs loft in the legal antiquarian. 

7 cording 
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S Ji AH" cording to the cuftoih of thdr nation *' ; and the 
deafion of the Iword, or fence, ^as ratinea by 
the fanSion of Heaven, of the judge, and of the 
'pepple. This fanguinary law Vfzs introduced into 
Gaul by the Burgundians; arid their le^flator 
Gundobald'^ condefcended to anfwer the cbirt- 
plaints and objeftions of his fubjcft Avitus. 
*' Is it not true,** faid the king df Burgundy to 
the bifliop, *' that the event of national Vfzr^ 
and private combats, is direfted by the judg- 
ment of God; and that his providence awards 
the viftory to the jufter caufe ?*' By fuch pre. 
vailing arguments, the abfurd and cruel praflicii 
of judicial d)AeIs, v^rhich had been peculiar to 
fome tribes of Germany, was propagated and 
cftablilhed in all the monarchies of Europe, from 
Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten ceniu- 
xies, the. reign of legal violence was not totally 
extinguiflied ; and the ineffeftual cenfures of 
faints, of popes, and of fynods, may fecm to 
prove, that the influence of fuperftition is weak- 
ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and 

»« In a memorable duel at Aix-la Chapelk (A. D. 8ao.), before 
the emperor Lewis the Pious, his biographer obfcrvcs, fecUndum 
legem propri :m, utpote quia uterque Gothus crat, eque^ pagnl 
congreflfus eft (Vit. Lud- Pii, c. 33. in tom.vi. p. io3.)» Ermol- 
dus Nigc)Ui8 (1. iii. 545 — 6a8. in torn, vi, p. 48'— 50.), who dc- 
fcribes the duel, admires the ars nova of fighyog on borfeback, 
which was unknown tt> the Franks. 

8^ In his original edidt, publifhed at Lyons (A- D* 501.). Gun- 
dobald efVabliilies and juflifies the ufe of jndiclal combat. (Leg. 
Burgund. tit. xlv, in torn. ii. p. 267— 168*)- Three hundred yeafs 
afterwards, Agobard,.bi{hopof Lyons, folicited Lewi* the Pious to 
abolifli the law of an Arian tyrant (in tpm. vi. p. 356— jjS.)* He 
relates the converfatlon of Gundobald and Avitos, 

humanity* 
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humanity. The tribunals were ftained with the ET^A,^} 
blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpe£(able citi- v_rV-,^ ' 
zens ; the law, which now favours the rich, theft 
yielded to the ftrong; and the old, the feeble, 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and poffeflions, to 
fdftain the dangers of an unequal conflifl: '% or to 
truft the doubtful aid of a mercenary champioft. 
This oppreflive jurifprudence was impofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in« 
juries in their perfons and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of individuals, 
the victorious Barbarians excelled in the love and 
exercife of arms ; and the vanquiihed Roman wai 
unjuftly fummoned to repeat, in his own perfon, 
the bloody conteft, which had been already de- 
cided againft his country •*. » 

A devouring hoft of one hundred and twenty P^^**?^^ 
thoufand Germans had formerly paflkl the Rhine the Bar- 
under the command of Arioviftus.r One third '^"'^•' 

<J «* Accidit (Ikys Agobard), ut non folum valente^ virib^S fed 
** ctiam infirmi ct fenes lacefTantwr ad pi]gtiann» ettam pro vilifliAit 
*' rebus. Quibus foraltbus certamtnibu» contingunt homicidia in» 
•* jijfta; et crudclcs ac pcrverfi evcntus judiciorum.'' tike a pru* 
dent rhetoiician, he fuppreffes the Ivgal privilege of hiring cham« 
pions. 

•* MonteftjuieTi (Efprit dea Loix, sarviii. c. i4.)V "Who Under- 
ihmds IV fo/ the judicial combat was admitted bf the Burgundtans, 
Ripuarians, Alemanni, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringiati?, frt* 
fons, and Saxonr, is fatisfied (and Agobard feeAis to coantirnatictt 
theaflertion), that it was. n^t allowed by the Salid law. Vet \ht 
fame ciiftom, at leaft in cnfes of treafon, is inentioned by Erffloldw* 
Wgcltus (1. iii. 54-^. in torn. vi. p. 48.)> and the anonymous biof 
grapher of Lewis the Pious (c. 46 in torn. vi. p. xxa.) as the " tnois 
•« antiquus Francorum, more prancis foHto,*' &c, e^cpreflions too 
general to ex inde the Aobleil of their tribes. 

Vo£. VI. A^ . part 
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CHAT, part . of the fertile lands of the Sequani was ap- 
propriated to their ufe ; and the conqueror foofl 
repeated his oppreflive demand of another third, 
for the accommodation of a new colony of twenty- 
four thoufand Barbarians, whom he had invited 
to fhare the rich harveft of Gaul ^^ . At the dif- 
tance of five hundred years, the Vifigoths and 
Burgundians, who revenged the defeat of Ario- 
•yiftus, ufurped 'the fame unequal proportion of 
iivo thirds of the fubjeft lands. But this dillri- 
bution, inftead , of fpreading over the province, 
may be reafonably confined to the peculiar dif- 
triflts where the viftorious people had been 
planted by their own choice, or by the policy of 
their leader. In thefe diftrifts, each Barbarian 
was connefted by the ties of hofpitality with fome 
Roman provincial. To this unwelcome gueft, 
the proprietor was compelled to abandon two- 
thirds of his patrimony : but the German, a 
fhepherd, zfd a hunter, might fometimes con- 
tent himfelf with a fpacious range of wood and 
pafture, and refign the fmalleft, though moft 
valuable, portion, to the toil of the induftrious 
hufbandman". The filence of ancient and au- 

• 

85 Caefar de Bell. Gall. 1. i. c. .^i. in torn. i. p. 213. 
. ^ The obfcure hints of a divifian of lands occafionally fcattered 
in the laws oiF the Burgundians (tit. liv. N° i. a. in tom, iv. 
p. a7i,a72.)» and Vifigoths (1. x. tit. i. N° 8, 9. 16. in torn, iv, 
p. 42?, 429, 430.), are fkilfully explained by the prefident Mon- 
tcfquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxx. 0.^/^8,9.). I fhall only add, 
that, among the Goths, the divi&on feenu to have been afcertaincd 
by the judgment of the neighbourhood j that the Barbarians fre- 
quently ufurped the remaining third i and, that the Romans might 
recover their right, unlcfs they were barred by a prcfcription of 
fifty years. - 

thendc 
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thendc teftimony has encouraged an opinion, that c h A P. 
the rapine of the Franks was not moderated, or 
difguifed, by the forms of a legal divifion ; that 
they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of 
Gaul, without order or controul ; and that each 
vidorious robber, according to his wants, his 
avarice, and his ftrength, meafured with his 
fword, the extent of hia new inheritance. At a 
diftance from their foverdgn, the Barbarians 
might indeed be tempted to exercife fuch arbi- 
trary depredation ; but the firm and artful policy 
of Clovis muft curb a licentious fpirit^ which 
would aggravate the mifery of the vanquifhed, 
whilft it corrupted the union and difcipline of 
the conquerors. The memorable vafe of Soiffons 
is a monument, and a pledge, of the regular dif- 
tribution of the Gallic fpoils. It was the duty, 
and the intereft, of Clovis, to provide rewards for 
a fuccefsful army, and fettlements for a numerous 
people; without inflifting any wanton, or fuper- 
fluous injuries, on the loyal catholics of Gaul. 
The ample fund, which he might lawfully ac- 
quire, of the Imperial patrimony, vacant lands, 
and Gothic^ufurpatipns, would diminifli the cruel 
neceflity of feizure and confifcation ; and the 
humble provincials would more patiently ac- 
quiefce . in the equal and regular diftriburion of 
their lofs ". 

*7 It is finguhr enough, that the pfefident de Montcfquieu (Ef- 
prit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 7.), and the Ahh6 de Msbly (Obfcrvations 
totn. i. p. ai, aa.)> ag»^e in this ftrange fuppofition of arbitrary and 
private rapine. The count de Boulainvilliers (Etat de la France, 
torn. i. p. 22 y 23.) Oiews a ftrong underilaoding, through a cloud 
of Ignorance and prejudice. 

A a a The 
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xxxvni ^^ wealth of the Merovingian princes con- 
Ci— yp^J fiiled in their extenlive domain. After the con- 

fnTbcnc- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^*' *^y *^^^^ delighted in the mftic 
ficeftofthc flmplicity of their anceftors; the cities were 

gian8« ' abandcsQed to folitude and decay ; and their coins, 

their charters, and their fynods, are ftill infczibed 

with the names of the villas, or rural palaces, in 

■which they fucceflively rcfided. One hundred and 

fixty of thefe palaces^ a title which need not excite 

any unfeafonable ideas of art or luxury, were 

fcattered through the provinces of their kingdom ; 

and if fome might claim the honours of a fortrefs, 

the far greater part could be efteemed only in the 

light of profitable farm«. The manfion of the 

long-haired kings was furrounded with convenient 

yards, and flables, for the cattle and the poultry ; 

the, garden was planted with ufeful vegetables; 

the various trades, the labours of agriculture, and 

even the arts of hunting and fifhijig, were exer- 

cifed by fervile hands for the emolument of the 

fovereign; his magazines were filled with corn 

and wine, either for fale or confumption ; and the 

whole adminiftration was condnfted by the ftri^eft 

maxims of private oeconomy '*. This ^mple pa- 

^ See the ruilic edidi:, or rather code, of Charlemagfle, which 
contains feventy diftindt and minute regulations of that great 
monarch (in torn. v. p. 654—657.). He requires an account of the 
horns and ikins of the goats, allows hisfifh to be fold, and carefuUjr 
dirci^Si that the larger villas {Capiianea) (ball maintain one hun. 
dred hens and thirty geefe ; and the fmaller {Manfionaies) fifty hens 
and twelve geefe. Mabiilon (de Re Diplomatica) has inveftigated 
the names, the number, and the fituatioR of the Merovingian 
villas. 
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trimony was appropriated to fapply the hofpitable ^xxviTi 
plenty of Clovis, and his fucceflbrs ; and to re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave companions, who, 
both in peace and war, were devoted to their per- 
fonal fervice. Inftead of an horfe, or a fuit of ar- 
mour, each companion, according to his rank, 
or merit, or favour, was invcfted with a benefice^ 
the primitive name, and moft fimple fonn^ of the 
. feudal pofTeflions. Thefe gifts might be refumed 
at the pleafure of the fovereign; and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupport from the influ- 
ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
was gradually aboliflied'* by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France, \irho eftablilhed the 
perpetual property, and hereditary fucceffion, of 
their beneficejs ; a revolution falutary to the earth, 
which had been injured, or ncgleded, by its pre- 
carious mafters *''• Befides thefe royal and bene- 
ficiary eftates, a large proportion had been afEgn- 
ed, in the divifion of Gaul, of allodial and Salic 
lands : they were exempt from tribute, and the 
Sa,lic lailds were equally ihared among the male 
defcendants of the Franks *'. 

*9 From a paflage of the Burgundian law (tit.i. N® 4 in torn. iv. 
pf 257*) it is evident, that a deferving fon might expe(5l to hold the 
lands which bis father had received from the royal bounty of Oim- 
dobald. The fiurgundians would firmly maintain th^ir privilege, 
and their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

9^ The revolutions of the benefices and fiiefs are clearly fixed by 
the Abbe de Mably. His accurate diftfudion of timrj giveiB him a 
merit to which even Montefquieu is a (Granger. 

9* See thp Saljc law (tit. Ixii. in torn. iv. p. 156). The origin 
^nd nature of thefe Salic lands, which iii times of ignorance were 
perfe<::tly i^nderftood, now perplex our moft learned an^ fagncious 
Celtics- ' 
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CHAP. In the bloody difcord, and filent decay of the 
^ -r^-.^' Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in 
Private ^i^Q provinces, who, under the appellation of 
tion«. * Seniors, or Lords, ufurped a right to govern, and 
a licence to opprefs, the fubjefts of their peculiar 
territory. Their ambition might be checked by 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal: but the laws 
were cxtinguifhed ; and the facrilegious Barba- 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or bifhop **, would feldom refpefl: the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour. 
The common, or public, rights of nature, fuch 
as they had always been deemed* by the Roman 
jurifprudence ^', were feverely reflrained by the 
Germ'an conquerors, whofe amufement, or rather 
paflion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion, which Man has affumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the . waters, 
was confined to fome fortunate individuals of the 
human fpccies. Gaul was again overfpread with 
woods J and the animals, who were referyed for 
the ufe, or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage 
with impunity, the fields of his induftrious vaffals. 
The chace v/as the facrcd privilege of the nobles, 
and their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgreffors 
were legally chaflifed with ftripes and ipipfifon- 

9* Many of the two hundred and fix miracles ofSt. Martin (Greg. 
Turon. in Maxima BiWiotheca Patnirn, tom. xi. p. 8^6 — 93^ ) 
• were repeatedly performed to punifh facrilege. Audite h^ec ornnes 
(exclaims Jhe biftiop of Tours), poteftatem habenteg, after relating, 
how fome horfes run mad, that had ^een tumed.loto a facred 
meadow. 
9^ Heinle. Element. Jur. Gtrmaa. 1. ii p. I. N' 8. ' 
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ment '* ; but in an acre which admitted a flight c H a p. 
conipofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- ^ ^-_f ' 
pital crime to deftroy a flag or a wild bull within 
the precinfts of the royal forefts ^K 

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Pcrfonal 
conqueror became the lawful mafter of the enemy 
whom he had fubdued and fpared *^* : and the fruit- 
ful caufe of perfonal flavery, which had been al- 
mofl fuppreffed by the peaceful fovereignty of 
Rome, was again revived and multiplied by the 
perpetual hoftilities of the independent Barbarians. 
The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, who 
returned from a fuccefsful expedition, dragged 
after him a long train of Iheep, of oxdn, and of 
human captives, whom he treated with the fame , 
brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant form 

94 Jonas, bifhop of Orleans (A. D. 821 — S26. Calve, Hift. JJU 
teraria, p. 443.) cenfures Uie /^^«/ tyranny of the nobles. Pro feris, ■ 
qiias Gura hominum non-aluit, fed Deus in commune mortalibiis ai 
titendum conceiFit, pauperesa potent; qribus fpoliantur, flagellantur, 
ergaUulis detruduntur, et multa alia patiuntur. Hoc en i pi qui. fa* 
ciuni, lege mufJcU fe facerejufte pofle contendant. De InfUtutione 
Laicorum, 1. ii. o. 43. apud ThomafHn, Dlfcipline de TEglfe, 
torn. iii. p. 1 348. 

95 On a mere fufpicion, Chundo, a chamberlain of Gontran^ king 
of Burgundy, was Itoued to death (Greg, luron. 1.x. c. 10. in 
torn. ii. p. 369.). John of Saliibury (Policrat. 1. i. c. 4.) aiferts the 
rights of nature, and expofes the cruel pradlice of the twelfth cen- 
tury. See Heintccius, Elem. Jur. Germ.l.ii. p. i. N^fi — 57. ^ 

?^ The cuftoiji /of enjjaving prifoners of war was totally cxtin- 
"giiifhed in the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence o^ 
Chriftianity ; but it might be proved, from fi-equent pafTages of • 
Gregory of Tours, &c. that it was praftifcd, ^vitbout cenfure, urr- 
der the Merovingian race ; and even Gjotius himfelf (de Jure Belli . . 
^t Pacis, I. iii. c. 7.), a? well as his commentator Birbeyrac, 
have Liboured to reconcile it with the laws of nature and leafon. 

* ft 
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xxxvTi'r ^^ ingenuous afpeft, were fet apjut for th© rfo-^ 
meftit fervice ; ^ doubtful iituation, which alter- 
nately fxpoied them to the favourable, or cruel, 
impulfe of pafiion, Th£ ufeful mechanics and 
ferya^ts (fmiths, carpenters, taylors, Ihoemakers, 
•cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in gold and 
fiiver, &c.) employed their ikili for the ufe, or 
pfpfit, of thdr maftier. But the Roman captives 
^ho were deftitute of art, but capable of labour, 
were condenmed* without regard to their former 
rank, to tend the cattle, an^ cultivate the lands 
of the Barbarians. The number of the hereditary 
bondfinen, who were attached to the Gallic eftates, 
wa^ continually increafed by new fupplies; and 
the fervile people, according to the fituation and 
temper of their lords, was fometimes raifed by 
precarious indulgence, and more frequently de« 
preiTed by capricious defpotifm^^ An abfolute 
power of life and death was exercifed by thefe 
lords J and when they married their daughters, a 
train of ufeful fervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their efcape, was fent as a nuptial pre- 
fent into a diftant coimtry *''. The majefty of the 
Itoman laws protefted the liberty of each citizen, 
againft the raih effe^s of his own diftrefs, or de* 

97 The AatCs profeflions^ 5cc. of the Cerman, Italian, and Gallic 
flavef, during the middle agesa are explained by Heineccius (Elc- 
meat. Jur. Oern, ). i. N^aS— 47.). Muratori (DiflTertat. aciv. xt.). 
Pucange (Glofl. fub vo^e Strv^), and the Abbi5 de Ms^ly (obfcrva- 
tions.topi. ii. p. $,9ic. p.«37f ^cO* 

9« Gregory of Tonr3 (1. vi. c. 45, in torn, ii. p. tig^) relates a 
memorable example^ in yrfiich Chilperic only abufcd the private 
rights of a mafter. Many fa/ni.ics, which bdotfged to his demujj^c^ln 
in thr seighbourhood of Paris » were forcibly ient away into SpaHu 

fpaif. 
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fpair. But the fubjede of the Meix)vmgian kings xxxvnL 
imght aUenate thdir pcrlbnal freedom; ^nd thi$ 
zQt of legal fuicide, which was familiarly praflifed, 
13 e::^preilibd in terms mod difgraceful and afiUd* 
ing to the dignity of human nature ^^. The ex- 
ample of the poor, who pi^rchafed life by the fa- 
cri&ce of all that can render Hfe defirable, was 
gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout, 
wbO| in times of public diforder, pufiUanlmoufly 
crowded to Ihelter themfelves under the battle*^ 
ments of a powerful chief, and around the ihrine 
pf a popular faint. Their fubmiilion was accepted 
by thefe temporal, or fpiritual, patrons ; and the 
)iafty tranfa£Jion irrecoverably fixed their own con- 
dition, and that of their lateft pofterity* From 
the reign of Clpvis, difilng five fucceflive ceur 
tmk$j the laws and maimers of Gaial uniformly 
tended to promote the increafe, and to confirm 
the duration, of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
violence almoft obliterated the intermediate ranks 
pf fociety ; and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
vjal between the nobfe and the (lave. This arbi- 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
pri<k and prejudice into a natwml diftindion^ 
univ^fally eftabliflied by the arms and the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed 
iheir genui]i^9 or fabulous, defcent, from the in- 

< 4^ Lieentiaai liabealis mtbi qualencunqne vdneritis diicipjinaa 
ponere ; velAenumdare, ai3t <)«ied vobis plaeaertt de me taccre. 
Marculf \mmv\. 1. ii. »S. in torn. iir. p» 4.97. The formuJaot' Lin-' 
(!eobn>giu« (p. 5590* ^^ tfa^ i)f Anjou {p. $6$,) arc to the fame 
tied. <3r«g«y Pi' Tour»<l. vii.c. 4.f-i»>*om.ii. p.3ix.}lpeak6 
^f many perfons^ w^ fold tbeniifeiv^t for brea4> ia a great famine 
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dependent and viftoiious Franks, have aflerted, 
arid abufed, the indefeafible right of conqueft, 
over a proftrate crowd of flaves and plebeians, to 
whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace of a 
Gallic, or Roman, extraction. 

The general ftate and revolutions of France^ a 
name which was impofed by the conquerors, may 
be illuftrated by the particular example of a pro- 
vince, a diocefe, or a fenatorial iSmily. Auvergne 
had formerly maintained a juft pre-eminence 
among the independent ftates and cities of GauK 
The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a 
fingular trophy ; the fword of Caefar himfelf, 
which he had loft when he was repulfed before the 
walls of Gergovia*''^ As the common oflfspring 
of Troy, they claimed a fraternal alliance with the 
Romans '°' ; and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of 
the Weftern empire might have been prevented, 
or delayed. They firmly maintained the fidelity 
which they had reluftantly fworn to the Vifigothsj 
but when their braveft nobles had fallen in the 
battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift- 
ance, a viftorious and catholic fpverdgn. Thi^ 

loo When Caefar faw it, he laughed (Plutarch, in Capfar. in tot|i. £• 
p. 4C9 ) : yet he relates his unfuccefsful fiege of GcrgoTia, with lefs 
fhinknefs than we might expert from a great man to whom vidory 
was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he 
loft forty- fix centurions and feven hundred men (de Bdl. G^dlico, 
1. vi.c. 44.-53. in torn* i, p. 170— »7».)« 

»o* Audebant fe quondam fratres Latio dicere, et Hanguine A 
IHaco populos computare (Sidon. ApoUinar. l.vii. epift.7.in tom.f. 
p. 70Q.''. 1 am not informed of the degrees and circuraftancts pf 
this fabulous pedigree. 
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eafy and valuable ccnqueft was atchieved, and £Jiv?J: 
poffeffed, by Theodoric, the eldeft fon of Clovis: 
i)ut the remote province was feparated from his 
*Auftrafian dominions, by the internnediate king»- 
<loms of Soiflbns, Paris, and Orleans, which 
formed, after their father's death, the inheritance 
of his three brothers. The king of Paris, Childe- 
bert, was tempted by the neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne*°*, The Upper country, 
which rifes towards the fouth into the mountains 
of the Cevennes, prefented a rich and various pro- 
fpeft of woods and paftures ; the fides of the hills 
were clothed with vines ; and each eminence was 
crowned with a villa or caftle. In the Lower Au- 
vergne/ the river Allier flows through the fair and 
fpacious plain of Limagne ; and tl^e inexhauflible 
fertility of the foil fupplied, and ftill fupplies, 
.without any interval of repofe, the conflant repe- 
tition of the fame harvefts'**'. On the falfe rcr 
port, that their lawful fovereign had been flain in 
Germany, the city and diocefe of Auvergne were 
betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius ApoUinaris. 
Childebert enjoyed this clandeftine viftoryj and 

*<« Either the firft, or fecond, partition among the fons of Clovis, 
had given Berry to Childebert (Greg- Turon. 1. iii. c. i%. in torn, ii, 
p. I9».)» Velim (faid he), Arvernam Lemaneni, quae tanta jocundi. 
talk gratia refulgere dfcitur ocuHs cernere (1. iii. c. 9. p. 191.)* 
The face of the country was concealed by a thick fpg, when the 
lung of Paris nnadehis entry into Llermout. 

• ^3 For the defcription of Auvergne, fee Sidonius (1 iv. cpift. u- 
in torn. i. p. 793.)> ^>tb the notes of Savarou and Sirmond (p, 179, 
and 51. of their refpe£tive editions). Boulainvilliers (£cat dc I3 
France, torn. ii. p. 242 — 268.), and th^ Abb{ df )a Longueruc 
( Defcription de la Fpaace, parti, p. x^;^— i^^.)* 

the 
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c HA P. the free fubjeds of Theodoric threatened to defert 
his ftandard, if he indulged his private refent- 
ment, while the nation wa« engaged in the Bur- 
gundian war. But the Franks of Auftrafia foon 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their king. 
" Follow me/* faid Theodoric, into Auva-gne ; 
♦* I will lead you into a province, where you may 
** acquire gold, filver, flaves, cattle, and precious 
^ apparel, to the fuU extent of your wifhes, I re» 
" peat my promife ; I give you the people, and 
" their wealth, as your prey ; and you may tran- 
** fport them at pleafure into your own country.'^ 
By the execution of this promife, Theodoric juiftly 
forfeited the allegiance of a people, whom he de- 
voted to deftrudiion. His troops, reinforced by 
the fierceft Barbarians of Germany *•*, fpread de* 
folation oyer the fruitful face of Auvo'gne j ^nd 
two places only, a ftrong caftle, and a holy fhrine, 
were faved, or redeemed, from their licentioui^ 
fury. The caftle of Meroliac *''% was feated on a 
lofry rock, which rote an hundred feet above the 
furface of the plain; and a large refervoir of frefh 
water was inclofcd, witli fome suable tabids, ynslh^ 

^^ Furorem gentium, quz dc ulteriore Rbcni amnls parte venc- 
tant, fuperire non potcrat (Greg. Turon. 1. iy. c. 50, in torn, ii* 
229. )» was the excufe of another king of Auitrafra (A. D. 574. )» 
for the ravages which his troops coinmittcd in the ncighbourJio^ 
bf Paris. 

. *^' From the name andlituation, the Bcnedidtinc editors of Grei 
^o'ry of l^burs (in torn. ii. p. 192.) have fixed this fortrefs at a place 
named C^W Merliac, two miles from MauriaCy in the Upper All* 
Vcrgne. 'In this ddCi iption, 1 tranllate mfr^f as if I read intra | tii^ 
two prcpofitibns arc perpetually confounded by Gregory, or bi^ 
tranfcribers ; and the fenfe muft always decide* 

in 
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in the circle of its fortifications; The Eranks be- xxT^ni 
held with envy and de^r this impregnable fort* w ..y ^ 
rcfa : but they furprifcd a party of fifty ftragglers : 
and, as they were oppreffed by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling rapfom, 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched • 
victims, whom the cruel Barbarians were prepared 
to maflacre on the refufal of the gariifon. Ano* 
ther detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, m 
Brioude, where the inhabitjmtg, with their valu- 
able efFeds, had taken refuge in the fan^uary of 
St* Julian. The doors of the church refifted the 
affault ; but a daring foldier entered through a 
window of the choir, and opened a paffege to his 
companions. The clergy and people, the facred 
and the profane fpoils, were rudely torn from the 
altar ; and the facrilegious divifion was made at a 
fmall diftance from the town of Brioude. But 
this a£l of impiety was feverely chaftifed by the 
devout fon of Clovis. He puniflied with death' 
the mod atrocious offenders ; left their fecret ac- 
complices to the vengeance of St. Julian ; releafisd 
the captives^ ; reftored the plunder ; and extended 
the rights of fanftuary, five miles round the fepul- 
chre of the holy martyr '°*, 

Before the Auftrafian anny retreated from Au- story of 
vergne, Theodoric exaded fome pledges of the '^^^**"^' 

'<^6 See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergnein Gregory of 
Tours (I. ii. c. 37. in torn. ii. p. 1^$, and 1. iii. c. 9. i«, 13. 
p. 191, 192, de Miraculis St. Julian, c. i^, ^^ tom,H. pr 466.). 
He frequently betrays his eattraordinary attention to his native 
country, 

future 
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xxx^uL ^^^^ loyalty of a people, whofe juft hatred 
could be reftraincd only by thdr fear. A fekft 
band of noble youths, the foiis of the principal . 
fenators, was delivered to the conqueror, . as ihe 
hoflages of the faith of Childebert, and of their 
countrymen. On the firft rumour of war, . or 
confpiracy, thefe guiltlefs youths were reduced 
to a ftate of fervitude j and one of them, Atta- 
lu»**'% whofe adventures are more* particularly 
rdated, kept his niafter*8 horfes in the diocefe of 
Treves. After a painful fearch, he was difco-. 
vered, in this unworthy occupation, . by ^ the 
emiflaries of his grandfather, Gregory bifhop of 
Langres ; but his offers of ranfom were fternly 
rejefted by the avarice of the Barbarian, who re- 
qfuired an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his. noble captive. His deli- 
verance was effeded by the hardy ftratagem o£ 
Leo, ,a Have belonging to the kitchens of the 
bifhop of Langres *''*. An unknown agent eafily 

«*7 The ftory of Attalus i8 related by Gregory of Tours (1. iii. 
C..16. in torn. ii. p. 193— T950* His editor, the P. Ruinart, 
confounds this Attalu8» who was a youth ( / uer ) in the year 532, 
with a friend of Sidonius of the fame name, wtio was count of 
Autun, fifty or fixty years befofe. Such an error, whicn cihnot 
be imputed to ignorance, is exeufed, in fome degree, by its owo 
magnitude. 

^^'^This Gregory, the great grandfather of Gregory of Tours 
(in tom. ii. p. 197. 490.), lived ninety-two years; of which he 
pafled forty, as count of Autun, and thirty- 1 1*0, as bifhop Oi* 
Langres. According to the poet Fortunatus, he difplaycd equal 
merit in thefe different ftations. 

Nobili^ antiqua dccurrens prole parentum, 
Nobilior gcflis, nunc fuper aflra mancU 

Arbiter ante ferox,dein plus ipfe facerdos, 
Quos domuit judex, foyet amorc patris. 

introduced 
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introduced him into the fame iamily. The Bar- £^J^?; 
barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve 
pieces^ of goldj and was pleafed to learn, that he 
was deeply Ikilled-in the luxury of aa epifcopal 
table : " Next- Sunday/' faid the Frank, " I 
" fhall invite my neighbours^ and kinfmen* 
" Exert thy art, and force them to confefs, that 
*' they have never feen, or tafted, fuch an en- 
*' tertainment, even in the king's houfe.'* Leo 
affurcd him, that if he would provide a fufEcient 
quantity of poultry, his wifhes fliould be fatis- 
fied. The mailer, who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, aiTumed,- as his own, 
the praife which the voracious guefts unanimoufly 
bellowed on his cook; and the dexterous Leo 
infenfibly acquired the truft and management of ^ 
his houfehold. After the. patient expeftation of a 
whole year, he cautioufly whifpered his defign to 
Attalus, and exhorted him to prepare for flight 
in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from, table; and 
the Frank's, fon- in-law, whom Leo . attended , to 
his apartment with a nofturnal potation,, conde* 
fcended to j eft on the .facility with which he might 
betray his truft. The intrepid flaye, after fuf-? 
taining this dangerous . raillery, entered his . maf- 
ter's '. bed-chamber ; removed his fpear and 
fliield; filently drew the fleeteft horfes from the 
liable ; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and ex* 
cited Attalus to fave his life and liberty by 
jnceffant diligence. Their apprehenfions urged 
them to leave their horfes on the banks of the 
. - 8 , . Meufe; 


3« ti»E DECLINE AND FAtE 

dayt in the ^ficea% forefl, a^ fubfifted oorly 
by the accidental difcoterr of a wild plumtree^ 
As they ky concealed in a dark thicket^ they 
heard the n6i& of horfes ; they ^tttrc terrified by 
the ancrry coontenance of their mafter, and t&ey 
amdouily liftened to his declaration^ that, if he 
conM feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he 
\7ould cut in i^eces vnih his fivord, and would 
cxpofe the other on a gibbet. At length, Atta- 
lus, and his fsdthful Leo> reached the ^iendiy 
habitation of a preibyter of Rheims, who re- 
cruited their fainting ftrength with bread and 
wine, concealed them from the fearch of their 
enemy, and £ifely condu&ed them;, beyond the 
limits of the Aulhrafian kingdomy fco the epifco* 
pal palace of Langres^ Gregory embraced hi$ 
grwdfon wkh tears of jcry, gratefully • delivered 
Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of 
fervitude, and beflowed on him the property of 
a £u:m, where he might end his dsEys ia happinefs 
ami freedom. Perhaps this fmgular adventure, 
which is marked with* fb many circumflances' of 
truth and nature, was related by Attdlus- Jiimfelf, 
to his couiiii, or nephew, the firit hiflorian of 
tbe Fcmks. Gregwy of Tours *^ was bom 

about 

«^ As M. de Va]ois» and the P. Rukiart, are determined to 
€h.inge the Mofi/la of the text into Mo/a, it bevomes me to acquiefte 
ill the alteration. Yet, a£ter fome examination of the tdpograplir, 
I. could detend the common, reading. 

*!• The parents of Gregory (Gregorius Fknrentius Georg«u») 
vere of noble eztra^on (tiotaliduj ^ • . Uhfirij), and they po^ieM 
large leltates (htifumtia) both in Auvergne and Burgundy. He was 

bom 
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about fixty years after the death of Sidonius Apok ^^^,^' 
linark ; and their {ituation was ajmoft iimilar, fince v««««->r^ 
each of them was a native of Auvergn^, a fenatpr,. 
*and a bifhop* The diiBfefcnce of their ftyle and 
fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the decay of 
Gaul 'y and clearly, afcertain how much, in fo fhort 
a fpace, the human mind had loft of its energy 
and refinement '". 

Wc are now qualified to. defpife the oppofite^ Privilcget 
and, perhaps, artiFul, mifrcprcfentations, which mans of ' 
have foftened, or exaggerated, the oppreflion of. ^*"^* 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians* The conquerors never promulgated 
any univerfal edSd of fervitude, or confifcation : 
but a degenerate people, who excufed their wcak- 
nefs by the fpecious names of politencfe and 
peace, was expofed to the arms arid laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in- 
fulted their pofTeflions, their freedom, and their 
fafety. Their perlbnal injuries were partial and 
irregular J but, the great body of the Romans 

bom in the year 539, was confecratcd biftop of Tours in 573, and 
died in 593, or 50.5, foon after he had terminated his hiftory. Sec 
his life by Odo, abbot of Chigny (in torn. ii. p. x»9*-*x^5.)t 2»id 
a new Life in the Meraoires de rAcaderaic, &c. torn. xxvi. p. ^9$ 
—637. 

"» Dcccdente atqiie immo potios pereunte ab urbibus (Jallicanig 
liberalium cultura literarum, &c. (in praefat. in torn, ii* p. I370» *■ 
the complaint of Gregory himfelf, which hie filUy verifies by his own 
work. His ftyie is equally devoid of elegance and iimplicity. In a 
eonfpicuQUs ftation he ilill remained a (Irdnger to his own age and 
tountjry $ and in a prolix Work (the five laft books contain teh years) 
he has omitted almoft every thing that pofierity defires to learn. I 
havetedioufly acquired, by a painful perufal, the right of pronouncing 
this unfavourable fentencc. 

.Vot. VI. Bb furviyed 
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CHAP, furvivcd the revolution, and ftill preferved the 
' property, and privUeges, of citizens. A large 
portion of their, lands was exaftcd for the irfc 
of the Franks : ..but they enjoyed the remamder, 
exempt from tribute*"; and the fame irrefiftible 
Yi'r>i#>ii/>^ ttcbich fwept away the arts and manu- 
faftures of Gaul, deltroycd the elaborate and 
expenfive fyftem of Imperial defpotifin. The 
Provincials muft frequently deplore the favagc 
jurifprudence of the Salic or Ripuariari laws ; 
but their private life, in the important concerns 
of marriage, teftamcnts, or inheritance, was ftill 
regulated by the Theodofian Code ; and a difcon- 
tented Roman might freely afpire, or defcend, 
ik) the charafter and title of a Barbarian, The 
honours of the ftate were acceffible to his ambi- 
tion : the education and temper of the Romans 
more peculiarly qualified them for the offices of 
civil government ; and, as foon as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour, they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks, or even at the 
head, of the victorious Germans. I fliall not 
attdiipt to enumerate the generals and magi- 
ftratesw whofe names**' atteft the liberal policv 


'"The Abbe de Mab)y (torn. i. p. 147 — 267) has diligently con- 
firmed this opiniuA of the prefident de Montei^uieu (Efprit des 
Loix, I. XXX. c* >3*)* 

"^ See Dubos, Hift. Critique de la Monarchic Frangoife, torn. ii. 
1. vi. c. 9, lo. The French antiquarians eft<abli(h a» a princifky that 
the Romans and Barbarians* may be diftinguiAied by their names. 
Their names undoubtediy form a rcafonable prefumpfion% yet in 
reading Gregory of Tours j> I have obfcrved Gondulphus, of Sena« 
toinan or Roman extraction (I. vi« Cfii. in tom»ii. p. 273 }; and 
C kudius, a Bi&i:bax>U&«^l« vti. c. 29. p. 303,). 
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bf the Merovingians, The fuprcme commaiid xxxviu 
of Burgundy, with the title of Patrician, was fuc- 
cefliVely entnifted to the three Romans ; and the 
laft, and moft powerful, Mummolus "% who al- 
ternately faved and difturbed the mofnarchy-j 
had fupplanted his father in "the ftation of count 
of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty talents 
of gold, and two hundred and fifty talents of fil- 
ver. The fierce and illiterate Barbarians were 
excluded, during feveral generations, from the 
dignities, and even from the orders, of .the 
church "'. The clergy of Gaul confifted al- 
moft entirely of native Provincials ; the haughty 
Franks fell proftrate at the feet of their fubjefts, 
who were dignified with the epifcopal chara9:er ; 
and the power and riches which had been loft ifi 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperftition "^ 
In all temporal affairs, the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy ; .bUt . the Barbaric 
jurifprudence had liberally provided for their* 
perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent fo 
two Franks ; the antruftiorij and prieft, were 
held in fimilar eftimation ; and the life of a 
bifliop was appreciated far above the commoa 

»»4 Eunius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of 
Tours, from the fourth (c. 4*. p. 114.) to 'the feventh (c. 4^» p- . 
310.) book. The computation by talents is (Ingular -enough ; but if 
Gregory attached any meaning to that obfolete word, the treafurcs 
of Mummolus muft have exceeded 100,000 1. fterling. 

>» See Fleury, Difcours iii. fur THiftoire Ecclefiaftique. 

»«^ The bifliop of Tours htmfclf has recorded the complaint of 
Chilpcric, the grandfon of Clovis. £cce pajuper remanOt Fifcus 
nofter ) ecce divitiae noftrx ad ecclefias funt trauflatsfc : nalli penitus 
pifi foU Epifcopi regnant (I vi. c. 46- in torn* ii. p. 291 }. 
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TY^vin ftsmdard, a* the price of nine hundred pi€<lcs of 
gold "% The Romaas communicated to th'«r 
conquerors the ufe of the Chriftian religion an4 
Latin language "* : but their langtiage and their 
reKgion had alike degenerated from the fimple 
purity of the Auguftan, and Apoftolic, age. The 
progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifm was rapid 
and univcrfal : the worfliip of the faints concealed 
from vulgar eyes the God of the Chriftians ; and 
thp ruftic dialeft of peafants and foldiers was 
corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and pronunciation. 
Yet fuch intercourfe of facred and focial com- 
munion eradicated the diftin<3;ions of birth and 
viilory ; and the nations of Gaul were gradually 
confounded under the name and government of 
the Franks- 

The Franks, after they mingled with their 
Qallic fubjefts, might have imparted the mod 
valuable of human gifts, a fpirit, arid fyftem, 
of conftitutional liberty. Under a king here- 
ditary but limited, the chiefs and cbunfellors 


. «»7 See the Ripuamn Code (tit. xxxvi. m torn. iv. p. 241.). The 
Salic law does not provide for the fafcty of the clergy, and we 
tnight fupi^ofe, on the behalf of the more civih'zed tr ibe, that they 
had not forefeen fiich an impious aft as the murder of a prieft. Yet 
PrsBtextatus^ aixrbbifliop of Rouen, was afiaflinatcd by the order of 
queen Fredegundis, before the altar (Greg. Turon. 1. viiu c. jx. in 
torn. i'. p- 326^). 

. ?»8 M. Bonamy (Mem. de rAcadcmic des Infcript»onfi, tom.xuT. 
p. 58a — 670.) has af(iertained the Lingua Rffmnna Ruftka^ wh?ch» 
through the medium of the Romancey has j^radualty been poh'ihed 
into the actual form of the French language. Under the Carlovin. 
^an race, the kings and nobles of France ftill uaderftood the dialect 
^£ their Gerniftn anceftoF». 

...4 
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mi^t have debated, at Paris, in the palace of ^Sivji. 
the Caefars: the adjacent , field, where the em- 
perors reviewed their mercenary legions, would 
have admitted the legiflative affembly of freemen 
and warriors; and the rude model, which had 
been iketched in the woods of Germany "% 
might Jiave been polifhed and improved by the 
civil wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs 
Barbarians, fecure of their perfonal independence, 
difdained the labour of government: the annual 
affemblies of the month, of March were lilently 
aboliihed ; and the nation was fq)arated, and al- 
moft diffolved, by the conqueft of Gaid *^% The 
monarchy was left without any regular eftablifh*- 
ment of juftice, of arms, or of revenue. The 
fucceflbrs of Clovis wanted refoiution to affume, 
or ftrength to exercife, the legiflative and exe- 
cutive powers, which the ,people had abdicated : 
the royal prerogative was diftinguiflied 4Mily by a 
more ample privilege of rapine and murder ; and 
ihe love of freedom, fo often invigorated and 
vdifgraced by private ambition, was reduced, 
•among the licendous Franks, to the contempt 
of torder, and the defire of impunity. Seventy- 
five years after the death of Clovis, his grandfon, 
.Gontran, king of Burgundy, fent an army to 
invade the Gothic poflTeffions of Septimania, or 

i^ Ce beau fyfteme a 6t6 trouve dans les bois. Montefquieu, 
£{pnt des Loix, 1. xi. c. 6. 

"■o See the Ahh6 de Mably. Obfervations, 5tc. torn. i. p. 34— 
,3^. It ihould fecHi that the inftitution of national aflcmblies, 
which are coeval wilLh the French nation, hayc never been con- 
genial to its tei^per. 

B b 3 Lan. 
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xxxviu Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Beny, 
Auyergne, and the adjacent territories, were ex-f 
cited by the hopes of fpoiL They marched, 
without diflcipline, under the banners of German, 
or Gallic, coimts; their attack w^s feeble and 
unfuccefsfiil ; but , the friendly and hoftile pro- 
vinces were defolated with indifcriminate rage. 
The corn fields, the villages, the churches themr 
felves, were confumed by fire; the inhabitants 
were maffacred or dragged into captivity; and, 
in the diforderly retreat, five thoufand of thefe 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by hunger or 
inteftine difcbrd. When the pious Gontran re- 
proached the guilt, or negled, of their leaders ; 
and threatened to inflict:, not a legal fentence, 
tut inftant and arbitrary execution ; they accufed 
the univerfal and incurable corruption of the 
people. ** No one," they faid, ^' any longer 
*' fears or refpefts his king, hi$ duke, or his 
*^ count. ' Each man loves to do evil, and 
freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The 
moft gentle (jorreftion provokes an immediate 
tumult, and the rafli magiflrate, who pr&- 
'f fiimes to cenfure or reftrain his feditious 
*' fubjefl|:s, feldom efcapes alive from their re- 
5' vengc "f." It l^as been referved for the fame 

> 

"*" Gregory of Tmirs (!>? viii. «. 30. in torn ii. p. 3*5, 326.) 

relates, with much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and the 

apology." NuUus Regem metuit,' nullus Ducem, nuUus Comitem^ 

rcveretur ; et fi fortalfis alicui ifta difplicent, et ea, pro longaein- 

tate vitai veftrse, emfendare conatur, ftatim feditio in populo, fta- 

t»m tuniultus exoritur, et in tantum unufquifque contra fehiofem, 

feva intenttone graflalur, ut vix fe crcdat evadcre, f\ tandci^ filorc 
nequtyeht. * ' ........ ^ .,-. . . .. .. .,.. -^ 

nation 
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nadon to ezpofe^ by their intemperate vices, the c irA p. 
moft odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its n.>-v^w/ 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity, which 
now alleviates and dignifie^ their obedience to an 
abfolute fovereign, 

- The Vifigoths had refigned to Clovis the greateft ^Jlhs^of' 
part of their Gallic pofleffions j but their lofs was Spain, 
amply compenlated by the eafy conqueft, and fe- 
care enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain. From 
the monarchy of the Goths, which foon involved 
the Suevic kingdom of Galicia, the modern Spa- 
niards ftill derive fome national vanity: but the 
hiftorian of the Roman Empire is neither invitedy. 
nor compelled, to purfue the obfcure and barren 
fcr^es of their annals ***. The Goths of Spain 
were feparated from the reft of mankind, by the 
lofty ridge of the Pyrenaean mountains : their man-? 
ners and inftitutions, as -far as they were common. 
to the Germanic tribes, 'have been already ex- 
plained. I have anticipated, in the preceding, 
chapter, the moft important of their ecclefiaftical 
events, the fall of Arianifm, and the perfecution 
of the Jews : and it only remains to obferve 
fome interefting circumftances, which relate to the 
civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution of the Spanifh 
kingdom. 

After their converfion from idolatry or herefy,; Le^i^- 
the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to» biicsof 

Spain. 

^" Spain, in thcfe dark ages, has been peculiarly unfortunate. 
The Franks had a Gregory of Tours; the Saxons, or Angles, a 
Bede ^ the Lombards, a Paul Warnefrid, &c. But the hiltory of the 
Vifigoths is contained in the fhort and imperfc<$ chronicles of Id- 
dore of Seville, and John of Biclar. 

B b 4 embrace, 
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XXXV ^* €^^i*a^ce> with equal fubmiffion, the mherent evifs, 
and Ae accidental benefits, of ftiperftttion. But 
the prdisites of Prance, long before the eattincw 
tion of the Merovingian race, had degenerat-. 
cd into fighting and hunting Barbarians,. Hiey 
difdMied die trie of ^nods j forgot the daws of 
^temperance and chaftity; and preferred the in- 
dulgence of private anabition and luxury, to tiie 
jgeneral intercft of the facerdotal profeffion "'• 
The bifhops of Spain refpefted themfelves, and 
were refpeded by the public: their indiffoluble 
union difguifed their vices, and confirmed their 
authority : and the regular difcipline of the church 
introduced peace, order, and ftability, into the 
jgovemn^ent of the ftate* From the reign of Re- 
eared, the firft Catholic king, to that of Wiriza, 
the immediate predeceflbr of the unfortunate Ro- 
^ric, fixteen national cotmcils were fucceffively 
convened. The fix fnetropolitsais, Toledo, Se- 
ville, Merida, Braga, Tarragona, and Narbonne, 
Jrrefided according to their refpeSiive feniority ; 
fhe aflfembly was compofed of their fufitagaq 
biftiops, who fkppeared in perfon, or by ^heir 
proxies ; and a place was afligned to the moft holy 
or <^ulent of the Spanife abbots, During the 
firft three days of the convocation, as long as they 
agitated the ecdefiaftical queftions of do£lrine and 
^ciplitie, the profane l?ity was excluded iroi]^ 

*»' Sndi are iHe complaints of St. Boniface, the spofUe of Ger- 
many, and the reformer of Gaul (in torn. iy. p, 94.). The four- 
fcore years, which he deplores, of licence antl corruption, would 
feem to inlinuate, that the Barljarians tyefc adu^Hted intathc dcrgy 
aboqt the year ^60* ' . 
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their debates; which were conduced, however, CHA?. 

XXXVIIT. 

with decent folemnity. But on the morning of 
the fourth day, the doors were thrown open for 
the entrance of the great officers of the palace, ' 
the dukes and counts of the provinces, the judges 
of the cities, and the Gothic nobles : and the de- 
crees of Heaven were ratified by the confent of 
the people. The fame rules were obferved in the 
provincial affemblies, the annual fynods which 
were empowered to hear complaints, and to re- 
drefs grievances ; and a legal government was 
fupported by the prevailing influence of the Spa- 
nilh clergy. The bifhops, who, in each revolu- 
tion, were prepared to flatter the viftorious, and 
to infult the profl:rate, laboured, with diligence^ 
and fuccefs, to kindle the flames of perfecution, 
and to exalt the mitre above the crown. Yet the 
national councils of Toledo, in which the free 
fpirit of the Barbarians was tempered an4 guided 
by epifcopal policy, have eftablifhed foiiie pi'u- 
dent laws for the common benefit of the king 
and people. The vacancy of the throne was 
fupplied by the choice of the bifliops and pala* 
tines ; and, after the failure of the line of Alaric, 
the regal dignity was flill limited to the pure and 
noble blood of the Goth€. The clergy, who 
jinointed their lawful prince, always recommend- 
ed, and fometimes praftifed, the duty of alle- 
giance : and the fpiritual cenfures were de- 
nounced on the heads of the impious fubgeds, 
who fhduld refift his authority, confpire againft, 
his life, or violate, by an indecent un^on, the 
lAaftity even of jiis widpw. iBut the monarch 

himfell^ 


■ 
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SJSjI,^; hiinfelf, when he afcehded the throne^ was bound 

XXXVII (« • 

■^ -^^ J by a reciprocal path to God and his people, that 
he would faithfully execute his important truft. 
The real or imaginary feults of his adminiftration 
were fubjeft to the controul of a powerful arifto- 
cr^CY ; and the bifhops and palatines were guarded 
by a fundamental privilege, that they fliould not 
he degraded, imprifoned, tortured, nor punifhed 
ivith death, exile, or confifcation, unlefs by the 
free and public judgment of their peers "*. 
Code of One of thefe legiflative councils of Toledo 

gtlha^*" examined and ratified the code, of laws which had 
been compiled by a fucceffion of Gothic kings, 
from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As 
long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cuftoms of their anceftors, they 
indulged their fubjefts of Aquitain and Spain in 
the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gradual 
improvement in arts, in policy, ?^nd at length in 
religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to fu* 
perfede, thefe foreign inftitutions ; and to com- 
pofe a code of civil and criminal juiifprudence, 
for the ufe of a great and united people. The 
fame obligations, and the fame privileges, were 
communicated to the nations of the Spanifli mo- 
narchy: and the conquerors, infenfibly renoun-> 

lu The adts of the councils of Toledo are ftill the moft authentic 
records of the church and conftitution of Spain. The folio wing 
paHTages arc particularly important (iii. 17, 18. iv. 75. v. j, 3, 4i 
5. S. V*. II, iz, 13, 14. 17, 18. vii. I. xiii. a, 3. 6.). I have 
founc! Maicou (Hift, of the ancient Germans, xv. a^. and Anno* 
tations, xxvi. andxxxiii.) and Fcrreras (Hift. Gcncralc de VEfpiagne, 
torn, ii.) very ufcful and accurate guides. 

■ ' «... ^ CHlg 
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cing the Teutomc idiom, fubmitted to the re? |^.^; 
ftraints of equity, and exalted the Romans to the s,>-v^- 
participation of freedom. The merit of this im- 
partial policy was enhanced by the fituation of 
Spain, under the reign of the Vifigoths, The 
Provincials were long feparated from their Arian 
mafters, by the irreconcilable difference of re- 
ligion. After the converfton of Recared had re- . 
moved the prejudices of the Catholics, the.coafts^ 
both of the Ocean and Mediterranean, were ftill ' 

poffeffed by the Eaftern Emperors ; who fecretly 
excited a difcontefited people to rejeft the yoke 
of the !3arbarians, and tp aifert the nam^ and 
dignity of Roman citi;zens. The allegiance of 
doubtful fubjefts is indeed moft eflfedually fe- 
cured by their own perfuafion, that they hazard 
more in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain 
by a revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural to 
ppprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that the con- 
trary fyftem well deferves the praife of wifdom and 
moderation "\ 

While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi> Rcvoiu- 
gojhs were eftabliflied in Gaul and Spain, the BrSdn. 
Saxons atchieved the conqueft of Britain, the 
third great diocefe of the Praefefture of the Weft. 
Since Britain was already feparated from thtf Ro- 

**5 The Code of the Vifigoths, regularly divided into twelve 
books, has been correftty publifhed by Dom Bouquet (in torn. iv. 
P • a73^4<>o.). It has been treated by the prefident de Montefquieu 
(Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. i.) vrith exceflive feverity. I dif- 
like the ftyle ; I deteft the fiiperftition ; but I ihail prefume to think, 
that the civil jurifprudence difplays k more civilized and enlightened 
ftate of fociety, than that of the Burgundians, or even of the Lom- 
bards. 


3«« 


THE DECLINE ANB rAlX 


CHAP, man empire, I might, without rfeproach, dedmc 
a ftory, familiar to the moft illiterate, and ob- 
fcure to the v^^dH feamed, of my readers. The 
Saxons, who ex<:eHied in ^e ufe of the oar, or the 
battieaxe, were igftoram of the art whidi could 
alone perpetuate the fame of Aeir ex{^oit$: the 
jprovincials, rel^fm^ into barbarifm, negieded 
to defcribe the rum of their country; and the 
doubtful tradition was almoft ' cxtinguifhed, be- 
fore the mJffionaries of Rome reftored the light 
of fcience and Chriftianky. The declamations 
of Gildas, the fragmaits, or fables, of Neniiius, 
the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws and chro- 
nicles, and the ecclefiaftical tales of the venerable 
Bede "*, have been illuftrated by the diligence, 
and fometimes embellifhed by the fancy, of &c- 
ceeding writers, whofe works I am not ambitious 
either to cenfure or to tranfcribe **^^ Yet the 
hiftorian of the empire may be tempted to purfue 
the revolutions of a Roman province, till it va- 
niflies from his fight j and an JEAglifliman may 
curioufly trace the eftabJifliment of the Bar- 
barians, from whom he derives his name, his 
laws, and perhaps his origin. 


' i&6 See G'fldas de Ezcidio Britaofitae, c.iZ<~»2^. p. 4,^^ edit. 
Gale. Nennius Hift. Britonum, c. aS. 35—65. p. 105-^115. edit. 
Gale. Bede Hift. Eccleliaft. Gcntis Anglorum, J. i. c. la— i^. 
p. 49—53. c. %%. p. 5S. edit. Smith. Chron. Saxonicain» p. 11.^ 
a3, &c. edit. Gibfon. The Anglo-Saxon laws were publilhcd by 
Wilkins, London 173 1, in foljo; and the Leges WallicK, by 
Wotton and Clarke, London 1730, in folio. 

'»7 The laborious Mr. Carte, and the ingenious Mr. Whitaker, 
are the two modern writers to whom I am principally indebted. 
The particular hiftorian of Manchefter embraces, under that ck^9(^ 
title, a fubjedl: alraoft as extenfive as the general Hiftory of England. 

' " . About 
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About forty yfears jrfter the diffalutioa of the ^xxvin 
Romto govenuBent, Vgrtigem appears to harve v,.^.-v-%j 
obtained the fiipreme, though precarious, com-^ ^nhc^^ 
maud of the prihces^ and cities of Britain. That Saxons, 
unfortuns^e mcmarch has been almofl unanimoufly 
condemned for the weak aiid mifchievou^ policy , 
of inviting **' a formidable ftranger, to repel the 
vexa^ous inroads of at domeftic foe« His ani^ 
baffifedors are difpatcfaed^ by the graveft bifto- 
rlans, to the coaft of Germany; they addrefs a 
pathetic oration to the general affembly of the 
Saxons, and thofe warUke Barbarians refolve to 
•affift with a fleet and army the fuppliants of a 
diftant and unknown ifland. If Britain had in- 
deed been unknown to the Saxons, the meafure 
of its calamities would have been lefs complete- 
But the ftrength of the Roman government could 
not always guard the maritiiQe province agsdnft 
the pirates of Germany : the, independent and di- 
vided ftates . were expofed to their attacks ; and 
the Saxons might fometimes join the Scots and 
the Pi£ks, in a tacit, or exprefs, confederacy of 
rapine and deftarudion, Vortigem could only 
balance the various perils, which aflfaulted on 
every fide his throne and his people ; and his po- 
licy may deferve either praife or excufe, if he pre- 
ferred the alliance of tho/e Barbarians, whofe naval 

"' This invitation, which may derive fome countenance from the 
loofe cxpreffions of Gsldas and Bede^ is framed into a regular ftory 
by Witikind, a Saxon monk of thc^ tenth century (See Coulin, Hift. 
de FEmpire d'Occident, torn. ii. p. 35 6 i). Rapin, and even Hume, 
have too freely ufed this fufpicioua. evidence, without regarding the 
precife and probable teftimony of Ncnnius : Interea venerunt tfcs 
Chiul* a Germai^ia in exillo puJf^y in quibys crant Hors et Hengift. 

pow^r 
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$ ^ Yin P^^^^ rendered them the moft ({^gercus eneihies^ 
and the moft ferviceable allies. Hengift arid 
Horfa, as they ranged along the Eaftem coaft 
with three fhips, were engaged ^ by the promife 
of an ample* ftipend, to embrace the defence of 
Britain; and their intrepid valour foon delivered 
the comitry from the Caledonian invaders. The 
ifle of Thanet, a fccure and fertile diftrift, was 
allotted for the refidence of thefe German au^- 
liaries, and they were fupplicd, according to the 
treaty, with a plentiful allowance of clothing and 
provifions. This favourable reception encou- 
raged five thoufand warriors to embark with their 
families in feventeen yeflels,, and the infant power 
of Hengift was fortified by this ftrong and feafon- 
able reinforcement. The crafty Barbarian fug- 
gefted to Vortigern the obvious advantage of fix- 
ing, in the neighbourhood of the Pi£te, a colony 
of faithful allies : a third fleet of forty fhips, under 
the command of his fon and nephew, failed from 
Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, afld difembarked 
a new army on the coaft of Northumberland, or 
Lothian, at the oppofite extremity of the devoted 
land. It was eafy to forefee, but it was im- 
poflible to prevent, the impending evils. The 
two nations were foon divided and exafperated by 
mutual jealoufies. The Saxons magnified all' that 
they had done and fuffered in the caufe of an un- 
grateful people; while the Britons regretted the 
Kberal rewards which could not fatisfy the avarice 
of thofe haughty mercenaries. The caufes of 
fear and hatred were inflamed into an irreccm* 
cilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms ; aiid, 

if 
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iiF they perpetrated a treacherous maflacre during ^^^j^^- 
.the fecurity of a feaft, they deftroyed the redpro- v-i-y—j 
cal confidence which fuftains the intercourfe of 
peace and war "'. 

Hengift, who boldly afpired to the conqueft of j^|^^^'^^^ 
Britain, exhorted his countrymen to embrace the the Saxon 
glorious opportunity: he painted in lively co- ^^^^D. ^* 
lours the fertility of the foil, the wealth of the ass—s^*- 
cities^ the pufillanimous temper of the natives, 
and the convenient fituation of a fpacious folitary 
ifland, acceffible on all (ides to the Saxon fleets. 
The fucceflive colonies which iffued, in the period 
of a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, were principally com- 
pofed of thr^e valiant tribes or nations of Ger-' 
many ; the yutesy the old Saxons^ and the Angles. 
The Jutes, who fought under the peculiar banner 
of Hengift, aiiuned the merit of leading their 
countrymen in the paths of glory, and of erefting, 
in Kent, the firft independent kingdom. TJic 
fame of the enterprife was attributed to the pri- 
mitive Saxons; and the common laws and lan- 
guage of the conquerors are defcribed by the nar 
tional appellation of a people, which, at the end 
of four hundred years, produced the firft mo- 
narch* of South Britain. The Angles were dif- 
tinguiflied by their numbers and their fuccefs J 

«*9 Nennius imputes to the Saxons the murder of three hundred 
Britiih chiefs; a crime not unfuitable to their (ayage manners. But 
we are not obiiged to believe (Sec Jeffrey of Monmoutb» 1. liii. 
c. 9— zi), that Stonehenge is their monument, which the giants 
had formerly- tranfported from Africa to Ireland, and which was 
removed to Britain by the order of Ambrofius, and the 9x1 of Mer* 
Ha. '1 

and 
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CH A p. aad they €laimed the hom>ur of fiisdnff a perpetnat 
naiae oa the country, of which they occupied the 
moft ample portion. The Barbarians, who , fol- 
lowed the hopes of rapine either on the land or 
fiea, were udfeniibly blended with this triple con- 
federacy ; tl^e Frifiansy who had been tempted by 
tbeir vicinity to the Britiih fhores, might balance, 
during a fliort fpace, the ftrength and reputation 
of the native Saxon&; the Dunesy the PruJJiansy 
the Rugiam are faintly defcribed ; and feme ad- 
venturous Hunsy who had waxi4ered as far as the 
Baltic, might embark on hoard the German vef- 
fel^ for th^ cpnqu^ of a new world '^\ But 
xim arduous atchievement was not prepared or 
executed by the union of national powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain, according to the meafure of his 
faine and fortunes, aiTeiabled his followers; 
equipped a fteet of three, or perhaps of iixty, 
veiiels ^ chofe the place of the attack \ and con* 
du^ed bis fubfoquent opei^ationa according to the 
events of the war and the di£btes of his private 
intereft^ In th^ in^ailon of Britain maay heroes 
vanquiChed apd fell 5 but only feven vidorious 
leaders ^umedj or at lead makitained, the title 
of kiBg& Seven independent thrones, the Saxon 
Heptarchy^ were founded by the conquerors^ 
and feve^ fiimilia;, one of which hs^ been conr 
tinned, by female fucceffion, to our prcfent fove- 
reign, derived their equal and facred lineage from 

'30 All th^e tribes are exprefsly cAumcrated by Bede (?# i. c. i^ 
p. 52'» l.v. c.^. p. 190.), and tbougli I have confidcred Mr. Whit- 
aker*8 remarks (Hift- of Manchdter, vol.ii. p. 53$— 543«)> • ^ ^^ 
net perceive tke abfutditf of fuppoiiDg that the Frifians, to.ji4ere 

Diingkd with the Anglo-Saxons. 

1 Woden 
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Woden, the god of war, it has been pretended, chap. 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a s,^->^.-^ 
general council and a fupreme magiftrate. But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant to 
the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : their 
laws are filent ; and their imperfeft annals aiford 
only^ a dark and bloody profpeft of inteftiiie dif- 
cord'^\ 

A monk, who, in the profound ignorance of ^JJ^^g?^ 
human life, has prefumed to exercife the office of tons, 
hiftorian, ftrangely disfigures the ftate of Britain 
it the time of its feparation from the weftern em- 
pire. Gildas*^* defcribes in florid language the 
hnprovements of agriculture, the foreign trade 
-^hich flowed with every tide into the Thames 
and the Severn, the folid and lofty conftruftion ' 
of public and private edifices : he accufes the fin- 
fill luxury of the Britifli people ; of a people, ac- 
cording to the fame writer, ignorant of the moil 
Ample arts, and incapable, without the aid of the 
Romans, of providing walls of ftone, or weapona 
of ircm, for the defence of their native latid.'*^ 
Under the long dominion of the emperors, Britain 

^n Bede has enumerated feven kings, two Saxons, a Jute, and 
four Angles, who fucceflively acquired in the heptarchy, an indefinite 
ftyprcmacy of power and renown. But theiy reign was the efFedt, 
not of lawvbut of conqueft; aiid he obferve8,in fimilar tet-ms, that 
one of them fubdued the Ifles of Man and Angl^fey ; and that an- 
other impofed a tdbute on the Scots and Pi<ft8 (Hift. Ecclef. Hi. 

i>* See Glides d^ Excidio Britanniae, c.i. p. i. edit Gale. 

«' Mr. Whitakcr (Hiftory of Manchcfter, vol.ii. p.^^oj. 516.) 
£as finartly expofed this glariig abfiirdity, which had palled uh* 
noticed bf 'Ifhegeiteral hiftorfknii, aj tliey wercshaftening to morcin« 
^pt^flg ^nd important events- 

Vot.VL Cc had 
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CHAP, had been infenfibly moulded into the elegant and 
fcrvilG^rm of* a Roman province^, - whofe fafety 
was entrufted to a foreign power. . The fubjefts 
of Honorius contemplated their new freedoBJ with 
furprife and terror; they were left deftitute of 
any civil or military conftitution }^ and their un- 
certain rulers wanted cither (kill, or courage^ or 
authority, to dired the public force againft the 
cofninon enemy. The introdudion of the Saxons 
betrayed their internal weaknefs, and degraded 
the charafter both of the prince and people. 
Their conftemation magnified the danger j the 
want of union diminifhed their refources ; and 
the madnefs of civil factions was more folicitons 
tp accufe, than to remedy, the evils, .which they 
•imputed to the mifconduft of their adveriaries. 
Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they could not 
be ignorant, of the manufafture or the ufe of 
arms : the fucceffive and diforderly attacks of the 
Saxons, allowed them to recover from their 
amazement, and the profperous or adverfe events 
of the war added difcipline and experience to their 
native valour. 

Their re- While the continent of Europe and Africa 
yielded, without refinance, to the Barbarians, die 
Britifh iffand, alone and unaided, maintained a 
long, a vigorous, though an unfuccefsftil ftruggle, 
againft the formidable pirates, who, almoft ^f 
the fame inftant, affaulted the Northern, t£ue 
Eaftem, and the Southern coafts. The. cities 
which had been fortified with'ikill, were defended. 
with refolution ; the advantages of ground, hills, 

forefts,- 


fiftance. 
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forefts, and moraffes, were diligently improved xxxviiil 
by the inhabitants ; the conqueft of each diftriO: 
was purchafed with blood ; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are ftrpngly attefted by the difcrect filence 
of their annalift. Hengift might hope to atchieve 
the conqueft of Britain ; but his ambition, in an 
aftive reign of thirty4ive years, was confined to 
the poffeffion of Kent ; and the niunerous colony 
which he had planted in the North, was extirpated 
by the fword of the Britons* The monarchy of 
the Weft-Saxons was laborioufly founded by the 
perfevering efforts of ' three martial generations. 
The life of Cerdic, one of the braveft of the 
children of Woden, was confumed in the con-, 
queft of Hamplhire, and the ifle of Wight j and 
the lofs which he fuftained in the battle of Mount 
Badon, reduced him to a ftate of inglorious re* 
pofe. Kenric, his valiant fon, advanced into 
Wiltfhire j befieged Salifbury, at that time feated 
on a commanding eminence ; and vanquifhed an. 
army which advanced to the relief of the city* 
In the fubfequent battle of Marlborough ''% his 
Britiih enemies difplayed. their military fcience. 
Their troops were formed in three lines; each 
line confifted of three diftinft bodies, and the ca- 
valry, the archers, and the pikemen, were diftri- 

»H At Beran-birig, or Barbury-caftle, near Marlborough. The 
Saxon chronicle ailigns the name and date. Cambden (Britannia, 
ToLi. p. Z28.} afcertains the place; and Henry of Huntingdon 
(Scriptores poft Bedam, p. 314*) relates the circuniftances of this 
battle. They are probable and charaderiftic ; and the hiftorians of 
the twelfth century might confult fome matenah that no longer 
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S^cxvm ^^^^^ according to the principles of Roman tae- 
\^^^^^^. tics. The Saxons charged in one weighty co- 
lumn, boldly encountered with their fliort fwords 
the long lances of the Britons, and maintained an 
, equal conflift till the approach of night. Two 
decifive viftories, the death of three Britifli kings,, 
and the reduftioh of Cirencefter, Bath, and Glou-, 
defter, eftabliflied the fame and power of Ceaulin, 
the grandfon of Cerdic, who carried his vi£torious 
arms to the banks of the Severn, 
and flight. - After a war of an hundred years, the independent 
Britons ftiU occupied the whole extent of the 
Weftem coaft, from the wall of Antoninus to the 
extreme ' promontory of Cornwall ; and the prin- 
cipal cities of the inland country ftill oppofed the 
iTrtis of the Baibiarians. Refiftance became more 
languid, as the number andboldnefs of the af- 
feilahts continually increafed. - Winning their 
^y by flow and painful efforts, the Saxons, the 
Jliigles, and thieir various confederates^ advanced 
from the Nbrth, froiti the Eaft, and from the 
South, till their viftorious banners were united in 
the certtrfe of the ifland. Bfeyond the Severn the 
firitons ftill aflerted their national &ecdom, which 

« 

fiirvived the heptarchy^ and even the monarchy, 
ef the Saxons. The braveft warriors, who pre- 
ferred exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge in 
the mountains of Wales : the reluftant fubmiffion 
©f Cornwall was delayed for feme ages '** j and a 

band 


"35 Cornwall was finally fubdued by Athelftan (A. D. 9Z7---94x)f 
who planted an Engliih colony at Exeter, and confined the Britons 
beyond the river 1 amar. See William of Malmfbury, I. ii. in the 

Arriptorc* 
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band of fugitives acquired a fettlement in Gaul, ^^xvin 
by their own valour, or the liberality of the Me- 
rovingian, kings '^**. The Weftern angle of Ar- 
morica acquired the new appellations of Cornwall^ 
and the Lejfer Britain ; and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a. . ftrange people, who, 
under the authority of their counts and bifliop?, 
preferved the laws and language of their, anceftors. 
To the feeble defcendants of Clovis and Charle- 
magne, the Britons of Armorica refufed the cuf- 
tomary tribute, fubdued the neighbouring diocefes 
of Vannes, Rennes, and Nantes, and formed a 
powerful, though yaflal, ftate, which ha^ been 
united to the crown of France '^\ 

Scrif^ores pod Bedam, p. 50. The fpirit of the Cornini knights 
'Was degraded by fervitude } and it fhould feem, from the Romance 
of Sir Triftram, that their cowardice was almoft prrfvcrbial. 

.»36 Xbe cftablifhment of 'the Britons in Gaul, is proved in the 
fixth century, by Procopius, Gregory of Tours, the fecond council 
of Tours (A. D. 567.), and the leaftfufpicious of their chronicles 
and lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bifliop of the Britons to 
the firft council of Pours (A.D. 461. or rather 481), the army of 
Riothamus, and the loofe declamation of Gildas (alii tranfmarinas 
petebant regiones, c. 15. p. K.), may countenance an emigration as 
early as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that aera, the 
Britons of Armorica can be found only in romance 5 and I am fur- 
prized that Mr. Whitaker (Genuine Hiftory of the Britons, 
p. »i4— aai/^ (hould fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs ignorance of 
Carte, whofe venial errors he has fo ngoroufly chaftifed. 

^V The antiquities of Bretagne, which have been the fubjedl even 
of political controverfy, are Hluft rated by Hadrian Valefius (Notitia 
Galliarum, fub voce Britannia Cifmarina^ p 98— 100 ) M. d'An- 
ville (Notice 4e I'Ancienne Gaule, Corifopiti, Curio/oiitej, Ofifmii, Fcr- 
ganium^ p. 348. 158. 508. 7*0. and Etats de Tiiurope, p. 76 — 8o»}, 
Longuerue (Defcription de la France, torn. i. 'p. 84—94.), and the 
Abbe de Vertot (Hift Critique de PEtabliffcment des Bretons dans 
Ics Gaules, % vol. in lamo. Paris, 17*0.). I may aflume the merit 
of c/iamiuing the original evidence .which they have produced. . 
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c H A ^. In a century of perpetual, or at leaft impla- 
r -^-_| cable, war, much courage, and fome ikill, muft 
S^Arth"* have been exerted for the defence of Britain. Yet 
if the memory of its champions is almoft buried in 
oblivion, we need not repine; fince every age, 
however deftitute of fcience or virtue, fufficiently 
abounds with afts of blood and military renown. 
The tomb of Vortimer, the fon of Vortigem, 
was erefted on the margin of the fea-fliore, as a 
landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he had 
thrice vanquilhed in ' the fields of Kent. Ambro* 
fius Aurelian was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans '^', his modefty was equal to his va- 
lour, and his valour, till the laft fatal a£lion*^*, 
was crowned with fplendid fuccefs. But every 
Britifh name is effaced by theilluftrious name of 
Arthur****, the hereditary prince of the; Silures, 
in" South Wales, and the elective king or general 
of the nation. ' According to the moft rational ac- 

v^* Bcdjpy who in his chronicle (p. 28.} places Ambrofius under 
the reign of Zeno (A. D. 474*— 49XO9 obferves, that his parents 
had. been ** purpura induti $** which be explains, in his eccleiiaftical 
hiftory, by *< regium notnen et infigne ferentibus'* (1. i. c. i6. p S3')* 
The expreffion of Nennius (c- 4^ p. no. edit. Gale) is ftill more 
linguhir, *' Unus de conftUibus gentis Romanicas eft pater mens.'* 

'39 By the unanimous, though doubtful, conjefture of our anti- 
quarians, Ambrofius is confounded with Natanleodt who (A.D* 
508.) loft his own life, and five thoufand of his fubjeds, in a battle 
againft Cerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chron. Saxon, p. i7t x8.)« 

>4« As I am a ftranger to the Welfh bards Myrdhin> Llomardu 
and Talieffin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur prin* 
cipally refts on the fimple and circumftantial teftunony of Keniuaa 
(Hift. Brit C.61, 63. p. II4*}- Mr. Whitaker (Htft. of Man- 
chefter, vol.ii. p. 31—71 } has. framed an interefting, and even 
probable, narrative of the wars of Arthur : though it is impoffible to 
allow the reality of the round table. 

« 
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tount, he defeated, in twelve fucccffive bstttles, SJlyw^* 
the Angles of the North, and the Saxons of the 
Weft ; but the declining age of tHe hero was em- 
bittered by popular ingratitude, and domeftic mif- 
fortunes. The events of his life are lefs intereft- 
ing, than the fmgular revolutions of his fam«. 
During a period of five hundred years the tradition 
of his exploits was preferved, and rudely embeU 
iifhed, by the obfcure bards of Wales and Amjo- 
rica, who were odious to the Saxons, and un- 
known to the reft of mankind. The pride and 
curiofity of the Norman conquerors, prompted 
them to enquire into the ancient hiftory of Bri- 
tain : they liftened with fond credulity to the tale 
©f Arthur, and eagerly applauded the merit of a 
prince, who had triumphed over the Saxons, their 
common enemies. His romance, tranfcribed in 
the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards 
tranflated into the fafliionable idiom of the times, 
was enriched with the various, though incpherent, 
ornaments, which were familiar to the experience, 
the learning, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. 
The progrefs of a Phrygian colony, from the Ty- 
ber to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fsible of the j£neid ;. and the royal ancdlws of 
Arthur derived fheir origin from Troy, and 
claimed their alliance with the Caedars. His tro- 
phies were decorated with captive provinces, and 
Imperial titles ; and his Daniih vidories avenged 
the recent iajuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fuperftition of the Briti0i hero, his feafts and 
tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of 
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xxxviir. 
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G^AP. his Knights, of the Round Table^ were faithfully 
copied from the reigning manners of chivalry.; 
iind the fabulous exploits of Uther's fon, appear 
Ws incredible, than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the «nterprifing valour of the Nor- 
mans- Pilgrimage, and the holy wars, intro^ 
^iuccd into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian magic. Fairies; and giants, flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces, were blended with the 
more fimple fidions of the Weft ; and the fate of 
Britsdn depended on the art, or the predi^ons, 
of Merlin. Eveiy nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights 
of the Rou^d Table : their names were celebrated 
in Greece and Italy ; and the voluminous tales of 
Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were devoutly 
ftudied by the princes and noblejs, who difregarded 
the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity. 
At kngth the light of fcience and reafon was re- 
kindled^ the talifman was broken; tlie vifipnary 
fabric malted into air ; and by a natural, though 
unjuft, reverfe of the public opinion^ the feverity 
.of the prefent age is inclined to queftion the €X- 
f/ipt(;e: of Ajthur '*^. • 

]^efi%nce, if \t cannqt avert, m,uft incrcafe tb^ 
jftiiteri^s of cwquefi ; and conqueft has never ^p- 
•pe^ed more dreadful and deflrudive than in the 
h^^ds of the 3axons j who hated the valour of 

i*» Xi?e progr?f8 of romance, and the fl ate ^f learning, in the 
iniddle ages, are illu'^rated by Mr. Thomas W.hartoii, with thetafte 
of a, poet, and the minute diligence of an antkjuariaii. I hav€ de- 
rived much- inftrudion from the t\vo learned diflertations prefixed 
to the firift voiaine of his Hiftory of Englifli Poetry, . 

their 
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their enemies, disdained the feith of treaties, . and c h a p. 
viglated, without remorfe, the mofl facred objefts 
of . the Chrillian worfliip. ^ The fields of battle 
might be traced, , almofl: in every diftrift, by mo* 
numents of bones ; the fragments of falling towers 
were ftained with blood ; the laft of the Britons, 
without diftinction of age or fex, was maffacred 
in the ruins of Anderida '^"^ ; and the repetition of 
fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the 
laws and language, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain, wer^ extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceflbrs. After the deftrudion 
of the principal churches, the bifhops, who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom, retired with the 
holy relics into Wales and Armorica ; the remaina. 
of their flocks were left deflitute of any fpiritual 
food ; the praftice, and even the remembrance, of 
Chriflianity were aboliflied ; and the Britifli clergy 
nMght obtain fome comfort from the damnation 
of the idolatrous ftrangers. The kings of France 
maintained the privileges of their Roman Aibjeds } 
but the ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of 
Rome, and of the emperors. The proceedings 

>*« Hoc anno (490) -^llaet Cifla obfederunt Andredcs-Ceafter; 
ct interfccerunt omnes qui id incoluerunt ; adco ut neunus Brito 
ibi fuperftes fiierit (Chron. Saxon, p. 15.) an exprciHon more 
dreadful in its iimplicity, than all the vague and tedious lamenta« 
lions of the Britifh Jeremiah. 

H» Andredcs-Ceafter, or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Bri- 
tannia, vol. i. p. 258.) at Newcnden, in the marlhy grounds of 
Kent, which might be foonerly covered by the fea,and on the edge 
of the great foreft (Anderida)i which overfpread fo large a portion 
of Hauipihire and SufTex. 
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CHAP, of civil and criminal iurifdiftion, the titles of ho^ 

XXXVIII. 

nour, the forms of office^ the ranks of fociety, 
and even the domcftic rights of marriage, - tefta- 
ment, and inheritance, were finally fuppreffed ; 
and the indifcriminate crowd of noble and plebeian 
flaves was governed by the traditionary cuftoms, 
which had been coarfely framed for the fliepherds 
and pirates of Germany. The language of fcience, 
of bufinefs, and of converfati6n, which had been 
introduced by the Romans, was loft in the general 
defolation, A fufEcient number of Latin or Celtic 
Words might be affumed by the Germans, to ex- . 
prefs their new wants and ideas ^^* ; but thofe il- 
literate Pagans prcferved and eftabliflied the ufe of 
their national dialed ''^\ Almoft every name^ 
confpicuous either in the church or ftate, reveals 
its Teutonic origin **^ ; and the geography of Eng' . 
land was univerfally infcribed with foreign cha* 
rafters and appellations. The example of a revo- 
lution, fo rapid and fo complete, may not ealily 
l>e found ; but it will excite a probable fufpicion, 
that the arts of Rome were lefs deeply rooted in 
Britain than in Gaul or Spain \ and that the na- 

H3 Dr. Johnfon affirms that^w Englifli words are of Britifh cx- 
tradion.. Mr. Whitaker, whq underftands the Britifh language, 
lia-s drfcoTcred more than three tbouJanAy and a^ually produces a 
long and rarious catalogue {vol. ri. p. »35— 3a9»). It is poffible, 
indeed, that many of thefe words may have been imported fi'om 
tbe Latin or Saxon into the native idiom of Britain. 

•4* In the beginning of the feventh century, the Franks and the 
AiJgTo-Saxons mutnaliy underftood each, other*s language, whtch 
was derived from the fame Teutonic root (Bede, 1. i. c a?. p.6o.). 

>45 After the firil generation of Italian, or Scottifh, miffionaries, 
tlie dignities of the church were filled with Saxon profelytes. ' 
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tive rudenefs of the country and its inhabitants, was ^ x^virt' 
covered by a thin varnifh of Italian manners, s-#-v«^ 

This ftrange alteration has perfuaded hiftorians, Servitude* 
and even philofophers, that the provincials of Bri- 
tain were totally exterminated ; and that the va- 
cant land was again peopled by the perpetual in- 
flux, and rapid increafe, of the German colonies. 
Three hundred thoufand Saxons are faid to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengift***j the entire 
emigration of the Angles was attefted, in the age 
of Bcde, by the folitude of their native country '"^^ ; 
arid our experience has fhown the free propaga- 
• tion of the human race, if they are caft on a fruit- 
fvil wildernefs, where their fteps are unconfined, 
and their fubfiftence is plentiful. The Saxon king- 
donLS difplayed the face of recent difcovery and 
cultivation : the towns were fmall, the villages 
were diftant ; the hufbandry was languid and un* 
Ikilful; fourlflieep were equivalent to an acre of 
the beft land '*^ j an ample fpace pf wood and mo- 
rafs was refigned to the vague dominion of na^ 
ture ; and the modem bifhopric of Durham, the 
whole territory from the Tyne to the Tees, had 
returned to its primitive ftate of a favage and fofr 

»4^ Cartels Hiftory of England, vol.i. p, 195. He quotes the 
Britifh hiftorians; but I much fear, that Jeffrey of Monmoutl^ 
(1. yi. c. 1 5. ) is his only witnefs. 

147 Bede, Hift. £cc)efiaft. I. i. c. 15. p. 5a. The fa£t is probd)b|^ 
and well attefted : yet fuch vras th^ loofe intermixture of the Ger* 
man tribes, that we find, in a fubfequent period, the law of the An^ 
gli and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479— >486.). 

>4S See Dr. Henry's ufeful and laborious Uiftory of Great BritaiUi 
T9l.il. p.3<S. 


*vy 


396 THE DECLINE AND FAI4L 

CHAP, tary forcft '*•. Such imperfcd population might 
have been fupplied, ui fome generations, by the 
Englilh colonies j but neither reafqn nor £z6ts can 
juftify the unnatural fuppofition, that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the defert which they 
had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarians- 
had fecured their dominion, and gratified the^r 
revenge, it was their intereft to prefervci the pea- 
fants, as well as the cattle, of the urircfifting 
country. In each fucceffive revolution, the pa- 
tient herd becomes the property of its new ma- 
fters ; and the falutary compafl: of food and la- 
bour is filently ratified by their mutual neceifiti^. 
Wilfrid, the apoftle of Suffex '^'', accepted from 
his royal convert the gift of the peninfula of Sel- 
fey, near ' Chichefter, with the perfons and pro- 
perty of its inhabitants, who then amounted to 
eighty-feven families. He releafed them at once 
from fpiritual and temporal bon(||ge; and two 
hundred and fifty flaves of both fexes were bap- 
tized by their indulgent mailer. The kingdom 
of Suffex, which fpread from the fea to the 
Thames, contained feven thoufand families; twelve 
hundred were afcribed to the Ifle of Wight j and, 
if we multiply this vague computation, it may 

149 Qujcquid (fays John of Tincmouth) inter Tynam ct Tcfam 
fluvios extitit fola cremi vaftitudo tunc tcraporis fuit, et idcirco 
nullms ditioni femvit, co quod fola indomitorum ct fylyeftriumani- 
malium fpclunca et ha,bitatio fuit (apud Carte, vol. i. p. 195.). 
From bifhop Nicholfon (Englifh Hiftorical Library, p. <S5- 98.) I 
underftaDd, that fair copies of John of Tinemouth's ample Collec- 
tions are preferved in the libraries of Oxford, Lambeth^ &c. 

«5o See the miflion of Wilfrid, &c. in Kedc, HiitEcclef. 1. ir. 
e. 13. 16. p. 155, ii6. IJ9. 
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fcem probable, that England was cultivated by a ^ " y,,; 
million of fervants, or villains, who were attached 
to the eftates of their arbitrary landlords*. The 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted to fell 
their children or thcmfelves into perpetual, and 
even foreign, bondage "' ; yet the fpecial exemp 
tions, which were granted to mtional flaves'**, 
fufficiatitly declare, that they were much lefs nu- 
merous than the ftrangers and captives, who had 
loft their liberty, or changed their matters, by the 
acddentis of war. When tim6 and religion had 
mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons, 
the laws encouraged the frequent praSice of ma- 
numiffion ; and their fubjefts, of Welfh or Cam- 
brian extraction, affuihe the refpeftable ftation 
of inferior freemen, poffefled of lands, and intitled 
to the rights of civil fociety*'\ Such gentle 
treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people, who had been recently fubdued on the 
confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fage Ina, 
the legiflator of Weffex, united the two nations 

'5* From the concurrent teftimoof of Bede (I. ii. c. i. p. 78.)* 
aiid William of Malmfbury (I.iii. p, X02.), it appears th^t the 
Aaglo-Saxonsy from the firft, to tb^ laft, age, perfiftcd in this un- 
natural practice. Their youths Were publicly Told in the market 
pf Rome, 

"5* According to the laws of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold 
beyond the feas. 

*55 The life of a JVallus, or Cambrieus^ homo, who poflcfled a hyde 
of land, is fixed at lao (hillings, by-the feme laws (of Ina, tit xxxii* 
in Leg. Anglo-Saxon. p,2o.), which allowed 200 fhillings for a 
free Saxon, and 1200 for a Thane (fee likewife Leg. Anglo-Saxon, 
p. 71.). We may obferve, that thefe Icgiflators, the Weft Saxons 
and Mercians, continued their Britifh conqucfts after they became 
Chriftians. The laws of the four kings of Kent do not condefcend 
to notice the exigence of any fubjeA britons. 

in 
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CHAP-, in the band^ of domeftic alliance : aiid four Britilk 
s^..^v^ lord* of Somerfetfliire may be honourably dilUn^ 

guiihed in the court of a Saxon monarch ***. 
Manners The independent Britons appear to have re* 
Britons* lapfed into the (late of original barbarifm, from- 
wfaence they had been imperfedly reclaimed. Se- 
parated by their enemies from the reft of man- 
kind) they foon became an obje3: of fcandal and 
abhorrence to the Catholic world '^^ Chriftianity 
was ftill profefled in the mountains of Wales ; but 
the rude fchifmadcs^ in the form of the clerical 
tonfure, and in the ^y of the celebration of Eafter^ 
obftinacely refifted the imperious mandates of the 
Roman pontifis. The ufe of the Latin language 
was infenfibly abolifhed^ and the Britons were de- 
prived of the arts and learning which Italy com- 
municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wales 
and Armorica, the Celtic tongue, the native idiom 
of the Weft, was preferved and propagated; 
and the Bards^^ who had been the companicms 
of the Druids, were ftill prote<9:ed, in the 
fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. Thdor 
thief, a refpe£kable officer of the courts of Peng- 
wern, or Aberfraw, or Caermathaen, accoinpa- 
nied the king's fervants to war : the monarchy of 
the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle, 
ej^cited their ^courage, andjuftified their dqirc-' 

»» Sec Carte's Hift. of England, vol. i. p. 27S. 

"^ At the conclufion of his hiftory (A. D. 73i.)> Bede defcnbes 
the ccclefiaflical ftate of the ifland, and cenfures the ipipfatcabie, 
though impotent, hatred of the Britoas againft the Engtilh aation> 
arid the Catholic church (I. v. c. 23. p. 119.). 
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dations ; and the fongfter claimed for his legi- C ^ ^ ^: 
timate prize the fairefl heifer of the fpoil. His 
fubordinate miniflers, the mailers and difciples of 
vocal and inftrumental mufic, vifited, in their re- 
ipedive circuits, the royal, the noble, and the 
plebeian houfes ; and the public poverty, almoft 
cxhaufted by the clergy, was oppreffed by the 
importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
and merit were aicertained by folemn trials, and 
the ftrong belief of fupematural infpiration ext 
alted the fancy of the poet, and of his audi- 
cnge '". The laft retreats of Celdc freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain, were lefs 
adapted to agriculture than to paflurage : the 
wealth of the Britons confiiled in their flocks and 
herds; milk and flefh were their ordinary food} 
and bread was fometimes efteemed, or rejeded, as 
a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the momi- 
tains of Wales, and the morafles of Armorica : 
but their populoufnefs has been malicioufly 
afcribed to the loofe pradice of polygamy ; atnd 
tl^ hioufes. of thefe licratious barbarians have 
been fuppofed to contain ten wives, and pier^ 
haps fifty children *^'. Their difpofition was rafh 

«7 Mr, Pennant's T6ur in Wales (p. 426^449.) has fumifhed 
me with a curious and iuterefting account of the Wdih bards. In 
the. year 1568, a fe0ion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial com- 
mand of queen Elizabeth, and regular degrees in vocal and inftru- 
mental mufic were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. The prize (a 
filver harp) was adjudged*by the Moftyri family. 

>n Regio longe lateque diflfufa, miiite, magis quam credibile fit, 
referta. Partibus equidem in illis miles unus quinquaginta generat, 
fortitus more barbaro denas aut amplius uzores. This reproach 
of William of Poitiers (in the Hiftorians of France, torn. xi. p. S8.) 
18 difckiCKd by the Benedi^ne editors. 

6 and 
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CHAP, and choleric : they were bold in zOdon and 
xxxviir 

in fpeech*^*; and as they were ignorant of the 

arts of peace, they alternately indulged their paf- 

fions in foreign and domeftic war. ITic cavalry 

of Armorica, the Ipearimeh of Owent, and the 

archers of Merioneth, . wet^ eqtially fornddable ; 

but their poverty cotild felddm procure either 

ihields or helmet's ; and the inconvenient weight 

would have retarded the fpeed and agiHty of their 

defuhory operatidh^ One of the greatefl of the 

Engl^-fh monarchs' was requefted tfe fadsfy the 

cfuriofi^y of a Gretk emperor concerning the ftate 

of Britain; and Hiehiy IL could aflert, from hii 

perfonal experience, -that Wales was inhabited 

by a race of naked warriors, who dicbnntered, 

without fearj the defenfive armour of their cne- 


' * ttfO 

miea ; 


of Britain. 


Objure . .By thfc revolutibn of Britain, the fimife of fci- 
lous ftate ^lice, as *cll as of etiipir'e,' v^ere coiitrad^d. The 
dark cloud, ^hich had been cleared tty the Phtte- 
lUtian; difcovertes^, > ftftd filially di%ell6d hf tlie 
stetns of CarfsLr, again fettled ort the fliores oJF Ae 
Atlantic, and a Romah province "ij^as zf^iki Idft 
athdn^ th^ fabulous iflands of the Qiieajii One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hone- 

^S9 Girald^is^ Cambrehfis confines this gift of bold and ready elo- 
quence to the Uomans,' the French, and the Briions. The mal?» 
dou8 Wflfhman infinu?ites, that the En.?lfili taciturnity might pof- 
fiblybe the eifcft'bf their fervitude under tjie Normans. 

i6o The pifiurc of Welfh and Armoiican manners is drawn from 
Giraldus (Defcript. CambViat, c. 6 — 15. inter Script. Cambden. 
p. 886-^591. )» «nd the authors quoted by the AbbS dc Verlot^ 
(Hift. Critique, toiii. ii. p. 255-i-z66.), 

« • ' ' * • 
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riu8, the graveft hiftorian oJF the times '*' defcribes xxxvui 
the wonders of the remote ifle; whofe eaftern and 
weftem parts are divided by an antique wall, the 
boundary of life and death, or, more properly, 
of truth and fidlion. The eaft is a fair country, 
inhabited by a civilifed people : the air is healthy, 
the waters are pure and plentiful, and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
weft, beyond the wall, the air is infeftious and 
mortal ; the ground is covered with ferpents ; 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
fpirits, who are. tranfported from the oppofite 
fhores in fubftantial boats, and by living rowers. 
Some families of fifhermen, the fubjeds of the 
Franks, are excufed from tribute, in confideration 
of the myfterious office which is performed by 
thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn i$ 
fummoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear the 
voices, and even the names, oP the ghofts ; he 
is fcnfible of their weight, and he feels himfelf 
impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible, power. 
After this dream of fanciy, we read with aftonifh- 
ment, that the name of this ifland is Brittia ; that 
it lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
Rhine, and lefs than thirty miles from the con- 
tinent ; that it is poffeffed by three nations, the 
Frilians, the Angles, and the Britons ; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conftantinople, in 

**» See Procopiua de Bell. Gothie. 1. iv. c. lo. p. 610—625. 
The Greek hiftorian is himfelf fo confounded by the wonders which 
he relates, that he weakly attenapts to diftinguifh the iOands of 
Brittia and Britaitt^ wb.ch he has identified by To many infeparabk 
circumftances. 

Vol. VT. I> d the 
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xxxvm ^^^ ^"^^ ^^ ^^^ French ambafladors. From thefe 
ambaffadors Procopius might be mformed of a 
fingular, though an improbable, adventure, 
which announces the fpirit, rather than the deli- 
cacy, of «i Engllfh heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radiger kmg of the Vami, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine ; 
but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives 
of policy, to prefer his father's widow, the fifter 
of Theodebert king of the Franks '"• The for- 
(aken princefs of the Angles, inftead of bewail- 
ing, revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjcds 
are /aid to have been ignorant of the ufe, and 
even of the form, of an horfe; but fhe boldly 
fciiled from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of four hundred fliips^ and an army 
of one hundred thoufand men. After the lofs 
of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the 
mercy of his viftotious bride, who generoully 
pardoned his , offence, difmifled her rival, and 
compelled the king of the Yami to difcharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties^ of an huf* 
band ^^K This gallant exploit appears to be the 

laft 

'6* Theockbert, grandfoR of Clovis, ami king of Auftrafia, waa 
the moft powerful and warlike prince of the age ; and this remark- 
able adventure may be plaeed between the years 534 and 547, tiie 
extreme terms of his reign. His fifter Thendechildis retired taSeps^ 
where ihe founded monafleries, and diftributed alms (fee the notes 
of the Benedi(5tinc editors, in torn. ii.. p. 216.). If we may credit 
the praifes of Portunatus (1. vi. carm. 5. in torn. ii. p. 507.), Ra- 
diger was deprived of a moft valuable wife. 

»65 Perhaps (he was the fifter of one of the princes or chiefs of the 
Angles, who landed in 527, and the following years, between tKe 

Humbcr 
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la/l naval enterprife bf the Anglo-Saxohs, The ^ ?<A p. 
arts of navigation, by which thfey had acquired 
the eiiipire of Britain and of the fea^ were foori 
negledled by the indolent Barbarians^ who fu-- 
finely renounced a.11 the comrnerdal advantages' 
of their infular fituation. Seven independent 
kingdoms * were agitated by perpetual difcOrd ^ 
and the ifr//j/^* *u/cr/i^ was feldorri connedled, eithef 
In peace of war^ with the natidns of the con- 
tinent **^ 

I have n6w itcdonlpliijiied the laborious riafra- tn\\6£iii 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, i^oman 
from the fortunate ag^ of Trajan and the Ante- tS^wcIb 
Itilnes, to its total extindion in the Weft, about 
five ceiltuties after the Chriftian hr^a At that 
unhappy period^ tlie Saxons fietcely ftruggled 
with the natives for the poffeffion of Britain; 
Gaul and Spain w^re divided between the power* 
ful monarchies of the Franks and Vifigoths, and 
the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi stnd Bur-; 
gundians i Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe- 
ction of the Vandals, and the favage infults of 
the Moors t Rome and Italy^ as hr as the banks 

Humbcr and the Thames^ and gt-adually founded the kingdoms of 
Eaft Anglia and Mercia. The En^liih writers are ignorant of her 
Dame and exiftcnce : but Procopius may have fuggefted to Mr.Rowc 
the charadtcr and fituatioft of Rodugune in the ttagcdy of the Royal 
Convert. 

«^* In the copious hiftOry of Gregory of Totxrs, vfe cannot find 
any traces of hoftile or friendly intcrcourfc betv^een France and 
England, except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert, kingf 
of Paris, quam regis cujufdam in Cantia filiiis matriraonio copula- 
Tir(l ix. c. a*, in torn. ii. p. 348.). The bifhop of Tours ended 
his hiltory and his life almoft immediately bcfoFc the coaverfion of 
Kent- ' 
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CHAP, of the Danube, were afflided by an army of Bar- 

XXXVIII • 

barian mercenaries, whofe lawlefs tyranny was 
iucceeded by the reign of Theodoric the Oftro- 
goth. All the fubjeds of the empire, who, by 
the life of the Latin language, more particulaily 
deferved the name and privileges of Romans, 
were oppreffed by the difgrace and calamities of 
foreign conqueft; and the viftorious nations of 
Germany eftablifhed a new fyftem of manners 
and government in the weftem countries of Eu- 
rope. The majefty of Rome was . faintly rcpre- 
fented by the princes of Conftantinople, the feeble 
and imaginary fucceffors of Auguftus. Yet they 
continued to reign over the Eaft, from the Da- 
nube to the Nile and Tigris j the Gothic and 
Vandal kingdoms of Italy and Africa were fub- 
verted by the arms of Juftinian ; and the hiftory 
of the Greek emperors may ftill afford a long 
feries of inftruftive leffons, and interefting re- 
volutions. 
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General Obfervafions on the Fall of the Roman 

Empire in the Weji. 

'T^HE Greeks, after their country had been 
reduced mto a province, imputed the tri* 
umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconftant god- 
defs, who fo blindly diftributes and refumes her 
favours, had now confented (fuch was the lan- 
guage of envious flattery) to refign her wings, to 
defcend from her globe, and to fix her firm and 
immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber '. 
A wifer Greekj who has compofed, with a phi- 
lofophic fpirit, the memorable hiflory of his own 
times, deprived his countrymen of this vain and 
delufive comfort, 'by opening to their view the* 
deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome *. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic; the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemn 

» Such arc the figurative exprefiions of Plutarch (Opera, toirt, ii. 
f . 318. edit. Wcchel), to whom, on the fate of his fon Lamprias 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Grjec. torn. iii. p. 34t-)f I fl»all boldly impute 
the malicious dcGlamation, -weg* t*j? PufAxiuf rvx^x.^ The fame opi- 
nions had prevailed among the Greeks two hundred and fifty years 
before i^lutarch ; and to confute them, is the profelftsd intention of 
Polybius (liift. 1. i. p. 90. edit. Gronov. Amftel. 1670.). 

» See the ineRimable remains of the (ut!i book of Polybius, and 
many other parts of his general hiftory, particularly a digre/Tion in ' 
the ffventccnth book, ia which he compaj:es the phalanx and the 
legion. 
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glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Ro« 
man youth was kindled into aftive emiilation, 4s 
pften as they behejd the dompftic images of thdif 

anceftors'. The t(^p^rate ftrwggles of the pa» 
tricians and plebeians had finally eftablifhed the 
firm and equal balance of the conftitution ; which 
united the freedom of popular ^ffemblies, with 
the authority and wifdom of ^ fenate, and ths 
executive powers of a regal m<igiftrate. Whea 
the conful difplayed the ftandard of the republic^ 
each citizen bound himfclf, by the obfig^ticMi of 
an path, to draw his fword in the caufe of hi? 
country, till he had difchargcd jhe fa(:red duty by 
a military fervice of ten years. This wife inftir 
tution continually poured into the field th^ rir 
fing generations of freemen and foldiers ; 9^4 
their numbers were reinforped by the warlike '»a4 
populous ftates of Italy, who, * after a brave rciift- 
ance, had yielded to the yalour, ^d embraced 
the alliance, of the Romans, The f^ge hiilorian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, an4 
beheld the ruin of Carthage*, has jiccurately 
defcribed their military fyftem ; their levies, arms^ 
exercifes, fubordiliation, marcbe?, encampments j 

1 Salluft, de Bdl. Jugurthln. c. 4. Such were the generous pro- 
feflions of P. Scipio and Q. Maximus. The Latin hiftorian had 
read, and moft probably tranfcribes, Pplybius^ their contemporary 
and friend. • 

4 While Carthage was in flames, Scipio repeated two Jincs of the 
Iliad, which exprcfs the dcftrn<ition of Troy, acknowledged to Po- 
iybius, his friend and preceptor (Polyb. in Excerpt, de Virtujt. et 
Vit. torn- ii. p. 14^5 — 1465), that while he recollected the viciffi- 
* tudei of human affairs, he inwardly applied them to the future cal»^ 
xnities of Home (Appian* in Libycis, p. 136. edit. Toll.)* 
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and the inviacible legion, fuperior in a£tive 
ftrength to the Macedonian phalanx of Philip and 
Alexander. From thefe inftitutions of peace and 
war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and fuccefs 
pf a people, incapable of fear, and imp^itient of 
repo^. The ambitious defign of conqueft, which 
mi^t have been defeated by the feafonable con- 
fpit:acy of mankind, was attempted and atchiev- 
ed ; and the perpetual violation of juftice was 
maintained by the political virtues of prudence "* 

and courage. The arms, of the republic, fome- 
times vanquifhed in battle, always viftorious in 
war, advanced with rapid fteps to the Euphrates, 
the Danube, the Rhine, and the Ocean ; and the 
images of gold, or filver, or brafs, that might ferve 
to reprefent the nations and their kings, were 
fuccefSvely broken by the iron monarchy of ' 
Rome \ 

The rife of a city, which fwelled into .an 
empire, may deferve, as a Angular prodigy, the 
reflection of a pbilofophic mind. But the decline 
of Rome was the natural and inevitable , efFe£t of 
immoderate greatnefs. Profperity ripened the 
principle of decay; the caufes of deftrudion 
multiplied with the extent of conqueft; and as 
foon as time or accident had removed the artificial 

5 See Danid, \\, 31—40. " And thcfonrth kingdom fliall beftrong 
** as iron ; fortfikiuch as Ji*on hreaketh in pieces, and fubdneth all 
*' things '' The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron 
and tiay) was accompliflied, according to St. Jerom, in his own 
time. Sicut enim-an principio nihil Romano Imperio fortius et du- 
riu;;, ita in fine rerum nihil ioibeciUiws: quum et in bellis civilibiit 
et adverfus diverfag nationes, aliaruna gentium Laibararum auxilio 
ifidigemus (Opera, torn. V. p.57a.). ' . 
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fupports, the ftupendous fabric yielded to the 
preflure of its own weight. The ftory of its ruin 
is fimplc and obvious; and inftead of enquiring 
why the Roman empire was deftroyed, we fhould 
rather be furprifed that it had fubfifted fb long. 
The vidorious legions, who, in diftant- wars^ 
acquired the vices of ftrangers and mercenaries, 
firft oppreffed the freedom of the republic, and 
afterwards violated the majefty of the purple. 
The emperors, anxious for their perfonal fafety 
and the public peace, were reduced to the bafe 
expedient of corrupting the difciplirie which ren- 
dered them alike formidable to their fovereign 
and to the enemy; the vigour of the military 
government was relaxed, and finally diflblved, 
hy the partial inftitutions of Conftantirie; and 
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. 

The decay of Rome has been frequently afcrib- 
ed to the tranflation of the feat of empire ; but 
this hiftory has already (hewn, that the powers of 
government were divided^ rather than remo'ved. 
The throne of Conftantinople was erected in the 
Eaft; while the Weft was ft ill poffeffed by a 
feries of emperors who held their refidence in 
Italy, and ^ claimed their equal inheritance, of the 
legions and, provinces. This dangerous novelty 
impaired the ftrength, and fomented the vices, of 
' a double reign : the inftruments of an oppreffive 
and arbitrary fyftem were multiplied ; and a vaiu 
emulation of luxury, not of merit, was intro- 
duced and fupported between the degenerate 

fucceflbrs 
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fucceffors of Theodofius* Extreme diftrefs, which 
unites* the virtue of a free people, embitters the 
fadions.of a declining monarchy. The hoftile 
favourites of Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the 
republic to its common enemies; and the Byzan- 
tine court beheld with indifference, perhaps with 
pleafure, the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunes 
of Italy, and the lofs of the Weft. Under the 
fucceeding reigns, the alliance of the two empires 
was reftored ; but the aid of the Oriental Romans 
was tardy, .doubtful, and ineffedual; and the 
national 'fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was 
enlarged by the perpetual difference of language 
tod manners, of intereft, and even of religion. 
Yet the falutary event approved in fome meafure 
the; judgment of Conftantine. During a long 
period of decay, his impregiiable city repelled 
the vidorious armies of Barbarians, protefted the 
wealth of Afia, and commanded, both in peace 
and war, the important ftreights which connect: 
the Euxine and Mediterranean feas. The foun- 
dation of Conftantinople more eflentially con- 
tributed to the prefervation of the Eaft, than to 
the ruin of the Weft. 

As the happinefs of a future life is the great 
objeA of religion, we may hear without furprife or 
fcandal, that the introduction, or at leaft the 
abufe, of Chriftianity, had fome influence on the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. The 
clergy fuccefrfully preached the dodrines of pa- 
tience and pufiUanimity ; the adive virtues of 
fociety were difcouraged ; and the laft remains 
5 oiP 
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of military fpirit wore buried in the cloyftcr : a 
large' portion of jmblic and privatse "vwealth was 
confecrated to the fpecious demands of charity 
and devotion ; and the foldiers pay was lavilhed 
on the ufele& multitudes of both fexes, who could 
only plead the merits of abftinence and chaftity. 
Faith, zeal, curiofity, and the more earthly psi"- 
fions of malice and ambition, kindled the ftame 
of theological difcord ; the church, and even the 
flate, were diftraded by religious faiSkions, whofe 
confiifts were fomctimes rbloody^ « and always 
implacable ; the attention of the cmperc^rs was 
diverted from camps to Ifynotls ; the Rpftian world 
was oppreffed by a Aew fpecies of tyranny ; and 
the* perfecuted fefts bec^^ipe the fecret enemies of 
their coujitry. Yet party-fpirit, howiever per- 
nicious or abfurd, is a principle of tmiau as well 
as of diffenfion/ The bifliops, from eighteen 
hundred pulpits/ inculcated the. duty of paflive 
obedience to a lawful and ^rdiodox- fovereign ; 
theit frequent affembliesj said perpet^ial corre- 
fpondence, maintained the commutrioh of diftant 
churches ; and the benevolent temper of the gor 
fpel was ftrengthened, though confined, by the 
fpiritual alliance, of the Catholics. The faored 
indolence of the monks was devoutfy embra<:ed 
by a femie and effeminate age ; but if fuperfti^ 
tion had not afforded a decent retrcs^, the ianie 
vices w<mld have tempted the unworthy Romans 
to defert, fr<An bafer motives, the ftandard of tho 
republic. Religious precepts are eafily-.ohcyfed, 
which indulge and fa««Q:ify the natural mclinationa 

of 
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©f their votaries ; but the pure and genuine influ* 
lenjce of Ghriftianity may be yaced in its beneficial, 
jhough impcrfeft, effefts on thd Barbaris^n proi- 
jfelytes of the North, If the decline of the Roman 
empire was haftened by the converfion of Con- 
ftantine, his viQiorious religion broke the violence 
pf the fall, and mollified . the ferocious temper of 
the conquerorsi 

ITii^ awful revolution may be ufefuUy applied 
to the inftruftion of the prefent age. It is the 
(iuty of ^ patriot to prefer and promote the ex- 
clufive intereft and glory of bis native . country s 
but a philofopher may be permitted tp enlarge 
bis view«5 and to confider Europe ag gne great 
Republic, whofe variou.8 inhabitants bfive attained 
plmoft the fame level ,of politenefs and cultivation. 
The balance of power will gontinue to fluduate^ 
find the profperity of our own, or the neighbouu- 
ing kingdoms, m^y be alternatiely exalted Qf d,^ 
|)refled j but thefe partial events i:annpt effen- 
tially i?yur§ our general ftate of happinefs, the 
fyftem of arts, and laws, ^d manners, which fo 
jidvanjageoufly diftinguifh, above the reft pf vfizn* 
]pnd, the Europe^s and their colonies. Th(f 
fivage nations of the globe are the common ener 
mies of icivilifed fociety; and we may inquire 
Mrith anxious curiofity whether Europe is ftili 
threatened with a repetition of thofe calamities, 
which formerly opprefied the arms and inllitu? 
fions of Rome. Perhaps the fame refie£Uons 
iwill illuftrate the fall of that mighty empire, and 
fxplain the probable xraufes of our ai^u^l fecurity. 

• I. The 
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L The Romans were ignorant of the extent of 
their danger, and tlje nuniber of their enemies. 
Beyond the Rhine and Danube, the northern 
countries of Europe ' and Afia were filled with 
innumerable tribes of hunters and fhej^herds, 
poor, voracious, and 'turbulent ; ^ bold in arms, 
and impatient to rayiih the fruits of induftry. 
The Barbarian world was agitated by tlie rapid 
impulfe of war ; and the ' peace of Gaul or Italy 
was fhaken by the diftant revdlutions of China. 
The Huns, who fled before a viftorious enemy, 
direfted their march towards the Weft; and the 
torrent was fwelled by the gradual acceflion of 
captives and allies. The flying tribes who yielded 
to the Huns, aflumed in their turn the fpirit of 
conqueft ; the endlefs column of Barbarians 
prefled on the Jioman empire with accumulated 
weight J and, if the foremoft were deftroyed, the 
vacant fpace was inftantly replenilhed by new 
affailants. Such formidable emigrations can no 
longer iflue from the North ; and the long 
repofe, which has been imputed to the decreaJfe 
of population, is the happy confequence of the 
progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of fome 
rude villages, thinly fcattered among its woods 
and morafles, Germany now produces a lift of 
. fwo thoufand three hundred walled towns: the 
Chriftian kingdoms of Denmai'k, Sweden, and 
Poland, havcv been fucceflively » eftabliflied ; and 
the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
have extended their colonies along the coaft of 
• the Baltic, as far as the Gulf of Finland. From 
. • the 
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the Gulf of Finland to the Eaftem Ocean, * Rttffia 
now affumes the form of a powerful and civilifed 
empire. The plough, the loom, and the forge 
are introduced on the banks of the Volga, the 
Oby, and the Lena ; and the fierceft of the Tar • 
tar hordes hare been taught to tremble and obey. 
The reign of independent Barbarifm is now con- 
traded to a narrow fpan; and the remnant of 
Calmucks or Uzbecks, whofe forces may be al- 
moft numbered, cannot ferioufly excite the ap- 
prehenfions of the great republic of Europe^. 
YeT this apparent fecurity fhould not tempt us to 
forget that new enemies, and unknown dangers, 
may pofjibly arife from fome obfcure people, 
fcarcely vifible in the map of the world. The 
Arabs or Saracens, who fpread their conquefts 
from India to Spain, had languilhed in poverty 
and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into thofe 
favage bodies tjie foul of enthufiafm. 

II. The empire of Rome was firmly eftablifhed 
by the fmgular and perfed coalition of its mem- 
bers. The fubjeft nations, refigning the hope, 
and even the wifh, of independence, embraced 
the charafter of Roman citizens^ and the pro- 
vinces of the Weft were reluftantly torn by the 

* The French and Englifli editors of the Genealogical Hiftory 
of the Tartars have fubjoined a curious, though imperfeift, defcrip- 
tion of their prefent ftate. We mitrht qiieftion the independence of 
the Calmucks, or Eluths, fmce they have been recentlv vanquifhcd 
by the Chinefe, who, in the year 1 759, fubdued the lefler Bucharia, 
and advanced into the country of Badakihah, near the four<*e8 
of the 0ms (Memoires fur les Chinois, torn. i. p. 5»5— 
4C0.). But thcfe conquefts are precarious, nor vyjU I venture to 
cnfare the fafety of the Chinefe cnj^irc. 

Barbarians 
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Beut^^riaiis from the bofoni of their mothers- 
country ^ But this uiion was purchafed by the' 
krfi of national fiieettom and mHitary fpirit; 
and Ac fcrvile pfbvinces, dcftitute of life and 
motion, expefted their fafcty from the mercenary 
troops and governors, who were direftdd by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happinefs of an 
himdred millions depended on the perforial niefit 
of one or two men, perhaps children, whofe 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in* 
-flifted on the empire durmg the minorities of the 
fons and grandfons of Theodofius; and after 
thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the 
age of manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the bifhops, the ftate to the eunuchs, 
and the |)rovinces to the iiarbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three refpeftable common- 
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though inde- 
pendent, ftates: the chances of royal- and 
ihinifterial talents are multiplied, at leaft with 
the number of its rulers ; and a Julian, or Semi- 
tamis, may reign in the North, while Arcadius 
and Honorius again {lumber on the thrones of 
the South* The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the mutual influence of fear and fhame ; re- 
publics have acquired order and liability ; mo- 
narchies have imbibed the principles of freedom, 

7 The prudent reader will determine how for this general propo^ 
fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifaurians, the independence 
of Britain and Armorica> the Moorifh tribes, or the Bagaudai of 
^ Gaul and Spain (vol.i. p. j40. vol. iii. p. :i73< 337- 434*)- 

or* 
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or, at leaft, of moderation ; and fome fenfc of 
honour and juftice is introduced into th^ moft* 
defe&ive conftitutionB by the general manners of 
the times. In peace^ the progrefs of knowledge 
and induftry is acceleraced by the emulation of 
fo many a£tive rivals : in war, the European 
forces are exerdfed by temperate and undecifive 
contefts. If a favage comqneror ihould iflue from 
the deferts of Tartary, he mull repeatedly van- 
quifli the robuft peafants of RuffisI? the numerous ^ 
armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France, 
and the intrepid freemen dF Britain ; who, per* 
haps, might confederate for th^ir common de- 
fence. Should the viA9:orit)Us Barbarians carry 
flavery and defoktion as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean, ten thoufand veflels would tianfport be- 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilifed fociety j 
and Europe would revive and flourifh in the 
American world, which v& already filled with 
her colonies, and inftitudons *. 

in. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the ftrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and 
Persia, who neglefted, and ftill negleft, to coun-' 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the refources 
of military art. The warlike ftates of antiquity, 

* America now contains about fix millions of European blood" 
and defcent ; and their numbers, at leaft in the North, are contl- 
'miaUy increaling. Whatever may be the chang:es of then* political 
fituation, they rauft preferre the manners of Europe ? and we may 
rcfled with Cyme pleafurc, that the Englifh language will probably 
be diffufcd over an immeofe axtd populous continent 
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Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, educated a race 
of foldiers; exercifed thoir bodies, difciplined 
their courage, multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions, and converted the iron, which they 
poffeffed into ftrong and ferviceable ' weapons. 
But this fuperiority infenfibly declined with their 
laws and manners ; and the feeble policy of Con- 
ftantine and his fucceflbrs spmed and inftru&ed, 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the Barbarian •mercenaries. The military art 
has betrn changed by the invention of gunpowder ; 
which enables man to command the two moft 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymiftry, mechanics, architefture, have 
been applied to the fervice of war ; arid the ad- 
verfe parties oppofe to each other the moft ela- 
borate modes of attack and of defence. Hifto- 
rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara- 
tions of a fiege would found and maintain a 
flourifliing colony ' ; yet we cannot be difpleafed^ 
that the fubverfion of a city fhduld be a work of 
coft and difficulty; or that an induftrious people 
fliould be protefted by thofe arts, which furvivc 

5 On avoit fait venir (for the ficje of Turin) 140 pieces de 
canon ^ et il eft a rcmarqiier que chaque gros canon monte revieot a 
environ aooo ecus: il y avoit iio>ooo boulcts; 1 06 >ooo cartouches 
d^unfajon, et 300,000 d'une autre ; 2i,oco bombcs; 17,700 gre- 
nades, 15,00c facs a tcrre, 30,000 inftrumens pour le pionnage; 
^ i,aoo,ooo livrcs de poudre. Ajoutez a ccs munitions, le plomb, Ic 
fer, et le fer-blanc, les cordages, tout ce qui fertaux n^incurs, Ic 
fouphre, le falp^tre, les outils de touteefpcce. . Jl eft crrtam quelrt 
frais de tou8 ces preparatifs de deftrudion fufHroient pour fonder et 
pour faire fleurir la plus nombreufe colonic- Voltaire, Sij&de dc 
Louu XIV. c. XX. in his Works, tc m. xi. p. 391. 
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and fup^ly the decay of miKtary virtue. Cannon 
and fortifications now form an impregnable bar- 
rier agajinft the Tartar horfe; and Europe is 
fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians; 
fince, before they can conquer, they muft ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the 
fcience of war would always be accompanied, a§ 
we may learn from the example of Ruffia, with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy; and they themfelves muft de- 
ferve a place among the poliihed nations whom 
they fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful or 
fallacious, there ftill remains a more humble 
fource of comfort and hope. The difcoveries 
of ancient and modern navigators, and the do- 
meftic hiftory, or tradition, of the moft en- 
lightened nations, reprcfent the human favage^ 
naked both in mind and body, and deftirute of 
taws, of iirts, of ideas, and almoft of language *^ 
From this abjeft condition, perhaps the primitive 
and univerfal ftate of man, he has gradually 
Arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the 
earth, to traverfc the ocean, and to meafure the 

'o It would be an eafy, though tedious tafk, to produce the au- 
thorities of poets, philofopher«, and hiftorians. I fhall therefore 
content tnyfelf with appealing to the decifive and authentic teftimony 
of Diodoros 6iculus (torn. i. Li. p. ir, la. ]. iii. p. x8^, &c. edit. 
Weifeliug.). The Idlhyophagt» who in his tin\c wandered along 
the (bores «f the Red Sea, can, only be compared to the natives of 
New Holland (Dampier's Voyages, vol. i. p. 464—469). Fancy, or 
perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppofe an extreme and abfolute ftate of 
bature far below the level of thcfc favages, who bad acquired fome 
iarts and inftruments. 
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heaTcns. His progrefe in the improvement and 
jcxercife of his mental and corporeal faculties '* 
Jias been irregular and various; infinitely flow ia 
the beginning, and increafing by degrees with 
redoubled velocity : ages of laborious afcent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
fal ; and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the viciiTitudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
jthe experience of four thoufand years Ihould 
enlarge cur hopes, and diminifh our appre- 
Jienfions : we cannot determine to what height the 
human fpecies may afpire in their advances tOr 
war^s perfedion ; but it may fafely be prefumed, 
that no people, unlefs the face of nature 19 
changed, will relapfe into .their oi-iginal bair- 
barifm. The improvements of fociety may be 
viewed under a threefold afpeft, i. The poet 
pr.philofopher illuftrates his age and country by 
the efforts of a Jingle mind ; but thefe fuperior 
powers of reafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
jpeous produftions, and the genius of. Homer, or 
Cicero, or Newton, would excite lefs admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
- prince, or the leffons of -a preceptpf, 2. Th<; 
benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu* 
fadures, of arts and fciences, are more |blid and 
permanent; and /w^wy* individual^ may be quali- 
fied, by ediica^on and difcipline, to promote, in 
their refpeftive ftationsj the intercft of th^ com* 

»» Sec the learned and rational work of the Prefident Go^uet, dc 
TOrigine des Loix d^s Arts et des Sciences. He traces from fads, 
pr conjcdhires (torn. i. p. i47"— 337' edit. xamoO> the firiland molt, 
idiffipulc fteps of humtnulrention. 

paunity, 


«. ♦ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE: 4^9 

muiiity. But this general order is the effe£i: of 
fldll and labour; and the complex machinery 
maybe decayed by time, or injured by violaice. 
3. Fortunately for mankind, the more ufeful, 
or, at leaft, more neceffary arts, can be per- 
fcMined without fuperior talents, or national 
fubordination ; without the powers of one^ or the 
union of many. Each village, each family, each 
individual, muft always poflefs both ability and 
inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire " and 
of metals ; the propagation and fervice of do- 
meftic animals; the methods of hunting and 
filhing ; the rudiments of navigation ; the imper- 
fefit cultivation of corn, or other nutritive grain ; 
, and the fimple practice of the mechanic trades. 
Private genius and public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated; but thefe hardy plants furvive the 
tempeft, and ftrike an cverlafting root into the 
moft unfavourable .foil. ITie fplendid days of 
Auguftus and Trajan were eclipfed by a cloud of 
ignorance; and the Barbarians fubverted the 
laws and palaces of Rome. But the fcythe, the 
invention or emblem of Saturn '% ftill con- 
dnued annually to mow the harvefts of Italy ; 

" It is certain, however ftrange^ th«t many nations have beea 
ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious nativeai of Otaheite, 
who are deftit]ute of metals, have not inyent^d any.>earthen veiiels 
capable of fu ft aining the aftion of fire, and of communicating the 
heat to the liquids which they contain. 

'3 Plutarch. Quaeft. Rom. in torn. li. p. 475. Macrob. Satumal. 
1. i. C.J8. p. 15a. edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (of his re- 
ligious worfhip) in a Ihip, 'may indicate, that the favage coaft of 
Latium was firft difcovered and civilifed by the Fhoemcians* 
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and the human feafts of the Lasftrigons-* hav6 
, sever been renewed on the coaft of Campank. 

Since the ftrft difcovery of the arts, war, com- • 
merce, and religk)us zeal have diffufed, among 
the favages of the Old and New World, thefe 
meftimable gifts : they have been fucceffively 
propagated; they can never be loft. We may 
therefore acquiefce in the pkafmg conclufion, 
that eyery age of the world has incr^ed, and ftill 
iacreafes, the real wealth, the happinefs, the 
knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the human 
race '*. 

. ^ In the ninth and tenth books of the Cdyfley, Homer has eni- 
beUiihed the tales of fcarfnl and credulous failors, who tranbformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monftrouft giants. 

'5 The merit of difcoTcry has too often been ftained withavarice^ 
cruelty^ and fanaticifm j and the intercourfe of nations has produced 
the communication of dffeafe and prejudice. A ftngulaf exception 
15 due to the virtue of .our own tim^es and couiUry. The five great 
Toyages fuccedlvely undertaken by the commafKifd of his prefent Ma- 
jefly, were infpired by the pure and generous love of fcience* and 
of mankind. The fame prince, adapting his benefadions to tbc 
different ftages of fociety, has fouaded a fchool of painting in his 
capital ; and has introduced into the iflands of the South Sea, the 
i^getables and animals moft ufeful to human life. 
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